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'Banks should encourage ||

female traders'

By Staff Correspondent

the small scale rn!rrpnm

should be simplified by bringing

changes in the lending pobicy 1o
help develop female en-

*Selfl Employment of
Women: Role of Credit- Th'lﬁ
Agencies”™ which conclud

Wednesday at the Bangladesh
Institute of Bank Management
Thisa s needed not only for
developing the lemale en
but also for new

termined considering o
prospect and viability ol
as well as the manage-
efMciency of .the en-
Raka Rashid, who con-
ducted a seaston of the work-

two per cent and it would be
between five to ten per cent In
case of both formal and infor-
mal busincsses.

She also stresséd lhtm
for changing attitudes of 1t
people towards the involvement
of women in busincsses, saying
that this ‘attitude problem’ had

appeared 10 be one of the major

constraints in developing fe- -

BAU VC Prof
Ashraf Al
dead

The Vice-Chancellor
Hanglixlesh Agnculiure Univer-
sity 'rofl M Ashral All Khan dicd
of heatt [atlure at Suhrawardy
Hospital Tucsday midnight. He
was 57, reports UND.

Prof Khan. who sullered a
heart altack on August 12, was
first admilted to Mymensingh
Medical College Hospilal and
thén shifted to Suhrawardy
Hospital on the following day.
He died at the intensive care
unit of the hospital at 12 mid-
night Tuesday.

He left behind his wile, two
sons, a daughter and a host of
studenis, friends and H:hlh"c:
to moumn his death,

Khan was buried at the Ban-
ani graveyard after his Namaj-e-
Janaza was held at the Baitul
Mukarram National Mosque
afier Zohr prayers. Another jan-
aza was held at the admi-
nistrative bullding premiscs of
the HAU in the morning.

I'resident Abdur Rahman
Biswas and Prime Ministcr
Begum Khaleda Zia in scparate
messages of condolence cx-
pressed thelr decp shock and
sorrow at the sad demise of Prof
M Ashral Ali Khan

Both also expressed their
heartfcit sympathy to the mem-
bers of the bereaved [amily and
prayed for salvation of the de-

parted soul.

The Qulkhwani of Dr M ¢

Ashraf Ali, Vice-Chancellor of
Bangladesh Iture Uni-
versity (BAU), will be held
tomorrow [(Friday) after Asr
prayers at House-851, Road-19
lold), Dhanmandi, family sour-
ces sald in Dhaka yesierday.
Friends, rclatives and wcll
wishers of the dececased, have
been requested to attended the
funcison. :

BNP confces
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structions of the high com-
mand. The conference there has
been scheduled on August 27.

Earlier, a sclected commidtice

was suspended amid bitter in-

and the district leaders
said that the committee would
now be elected by secret ballot

Mecanwhile, the preparatory
committee of the fourth national
council yesterday decided that a
procession of nearly one lakh
people would be organised after
the inaugural session of the
council on | at the
Manik Miah Avenue. The day is
also the 15th founding anniver-
sary of the ruling party.

Some 50,000 , more
than 2,000 cﬂ-unclllun and
thousands of other party work-
ers and are
1o attend seaston of
utm-duymtmcﬂlrdr-
inaugural h
would either end at the Mou-

chak crossing or in front of
National Press Club.

Japanese

male ent

Director of ARAC A ﬂ Siddigt
sireased the need for providing
functional education to Lhe
women, saying that the BRAC's
programme (n this regard had
been to be a sucoess.

Meclosing the BRAC's plan
to set up & BRAC Bank In line
with the Grameen Bank, he
satd this would help EI‘:IE
employment rtunities lor a
large section m people of the
vulnerable groups, especially
for the women.

He also informed the work-
shop participants that the
credit programme -of the BRAC
under the project, IGVGD
(fncome generation for vulner-
able group development] was
contributing successfully in
this regard ' ‘

The three-day workshop was
participated by some 30 offi-
cials from various commercial
banks and NGOs, while the ex-
perts who delivered lectures
included Salma Khan of the
Planning Commission, Prof
Khaleda Salahuddin of Women
for Women, Abdur Rakib of the
Bangladesh Bank, Farida
Akhtar of UBINIG, Dr Shahidur
Rahman Bhufyan of the UNDP,
K! Khaled of the Agrani Bank,
Dipal Barua of the Grameen
Bank and Rasheda Akhtar
Khanam of the BSCIC. Dr
Bandana Saha and MD
Jahangir Hossain were the
Coordinators of the workshop.

Director General of the BIBM
AHM Nurul Islam Chowdhury
presided over the concluding
scssion of the workshop and
distributed certificates among

the participants,

SPGRC observes
12-hr hunger
strike
By Staff Correspondent

The stranded Pakistanis ob-
served a 12-hour hunger strike
in front of the National Press
Chub in the city yesterday to
press the rnments of
Bangladesh and Pakfstan for
their immediate thon.

Several dozen members of
the community took in the
token hunger strike dawn
to dusk with placards and ban-
ners. :
The Stranded Pakistanis Re-
patriation Committee [SPGRC)
in a press statemdpt later in the
day, said that similar token
hunger’ strikes had been
observed by all its branches
across the country.

BNP city meet
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yesterday, evening, told the city
BHPIeadn'llhntuimﬂwldd
rally would coincide with the AL
meeting, it would create tension
among the activists of both par-
ties, a cabinet minister who was
present told The Daily Star last
night.

According to the minister,
Begum Zia also arguéd that

holding of the would tar-
nish the image of the BNP.

The city unit leaders ac-
cepted Begum Zia's arguments,
BNP sources said.

The Bity BNP leaders had not
consulted the party high cam-

mand before nnnnuncing the
programme last week, sources

added.
The city leaders will however,

announce @ fresh date for the
rally later.

Cong lacks
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thusiasm gencrated by cco-
- nomic lorms launched by Rao

soon alter he took office in
1991.

Singh blamed questlions
aboul the leadership for dis-
tracting the government from

real jssues.

"When leadership becomes
the issuec, other issues_get
pushed to the background,
Singh said.

Rao is also {acing allegations
of corruption levelled against
him by stock broker Harshad

hta, who is at the centre of

ndia’s worst financial scandal.
Rao has dended the charge,

[But Singh said of the allcga-
Uons, onc thing is clear, that
this has to be aken seriously.

A joint parliamentary com-
mittee #s probing the scandal
and its has been hin-
dered by decp divigions over
whether Rao should be called

before .
ECNEC
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The mﬂnﬂﬂmnpptmda

roject o mn
struct lour humtr

the terminal bulldlng of th: ?.1-
International Afrport at a cost of
Tk 15 crore. Alter completion,
the passengers are expected to
?cl the direct boarding facilities
rom December 93,

ECNEC meeting also ap-
proved three other projects al a
cost of Tk 50 crore to be under
taken by the Communication,
Youth and Sports, Energy and
Mincral Resources ministrics.

Concerned ministers, mem-
bers of the Planning Commi-
ssion, secrctaries attended the
mecling.
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NO PUBLIC MEETING: A huge crowd of hnndn nm‘l relatives muldr the arrival Im;ﬂ

ordeals of travel-weary paassengers arriving at the Zia Airport -myd.y

(above) and hassles with unscrupulous loaders and taxi touts (below) only aggravate
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Shamsul Huda
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expected to Bt the president of
the Bangladesh Jatlya Party
while former Deputy Prime
Minister Dr M A Matin would be
the secretary general.

The final decision to form the
party came after the present JP
leadership falled to meet the
demands of the dissidents who
campaigned for democragisation
of the party constitution and
leadership.

A previous move was averted
by the JP lendtﬂhirl with a
promisc to discuss the dissi-
denits’ demands in the proper
party forum.

The source said that 17 of
the 30 senfor JP men, who

joined hands with the former

Speaker, deserted deposed
president H M Ershad a few
days before his ouster.

Meanwhile, former minister
Major (retd) Manzur Kader,
Golam Sarwar Milon and joint
organising secretary Sajjad
Hossain, who helped Shamsul
Huda Chowdhury during the
first move, were now reportedly
out of touch with Chowdhury
after Dr-Matin and his aides en-
tered the scene.

The central working commit-
tee of the Jatiya Party is meel-
ing today at the Gulshan resi-

dence of acting party chiefl
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury to
discuss the latest party situa-

Huda, Matin blast

Mizan Chowdhury

Former Speaker Shamsul
Huda Chowdhury and former
Deputy Prime Minister Prof M A
Matin yesterday blasted Miza-
nur Rahman Chowdhury for
“trying {o turn Jatiya Party inlo
a pocket organisation,” reports
UNB.

In a sharp rebuttal to Mtzan
Chowdhury's contention that
they were deserters, the JP dis
sidents sajid Mizan, on the con-
trary, was a descrter.

He [Mizan) deserted the
mainstream League
Mloat his "own pocket A
League® but later abandoned it
and joined the Jattya Party to
become a minister, they said.

The two leaders stated that
they were opposing “Mizan's
move to reduce Jatlya Party into
his pocket organisation™ and

called for broadbasing the party
and restoring it to its original
ideals, principles and pro-

O Shamsul Huda' Chowdhury

said wheén he took

with the way Mtzan C‘Iﬂhur}
and his coteric were running
JP. Maudud Ahmed rushed to

by Maudud that his (Huda's)
pﬂl"h“ll vicwpoinis would be
discussed in the next mecting of
the party presidium.

In response 1o Mizan
Chowdhury's dig at Huda that
he kept flying fNag atop his

house and car after the fall of
the Jatiya Party governmentL
the former Speaker castigated
Mizan for demonstrating his

utter ignorance ol the Con-
stitution.

He remingded Mizan
Chowdhury of the constitutional

provision that made . man- |

datory for the incumbent Spe-
aker to continue in office untl
the new Speaker assumed the
office.

Prof M A Matin, in reply to
Mizan Chowdhury's statlement,
confessed that he had
from the as well as from
the party.

He said he never begged
membership of Jatiya Party
with retrospective effect. °I
would hate to be a member of
Jattya Party which is headed by
Mizan,* he added.

Prol Matin said he was the
founder Secretary-General of
Jattya Party and would not ltke
to associate himself with

"Mizan's pocket party.®

| violating
Marks regulations.

St:ck-wm!d:mg ?nndaln attacking a BRTC dnuhle-dﬂrker at Gulistan area

protesting the eviction of funtpnth hawkers.

Agitated hawkers
damage vehicles
In city
By Staff Correspondent

Agitated roadside hawkers
damaged scores of vehicles In
the city’s downtown yesterday
protesting the government evie-

‘on order.

The city hawkers, who were
recently evicted from the city
pavements — where they ped-
dled their wares — held a rally
near the Gulistan Cinema
around |1:30 am which, at one
slage, turned violent, witnesses
said.

The proecessionists pelted
vehicles in the Motijheel and
Gulistan areas and created
panic, witnesses added.

Police, who Intervened 1o
bring the situation under eon-
trol, didn't make any arrest.

The authorities ecarlier
banned all sorts of trading on
the city pavements to reduce
jams.

in thl.' ntygur

Flood situation in Pabna,
Sirajganj improves

By Staff Correspondent

The overall flood situation in
Sirajgan] and Pabna slightly
im le as the water
level of the Ganges had de-
creased by a few centimetres at
almost all points, according to
information received in Dhaka

Official sources in Sirajgan)
told The Datly Star, 333 prison-
ers of the district jail had to be
iransferred to the Pabna g:l
early yesterday as the turbulent
Jamuna eroded the nearby em-
bankment and threatened the

Jadl.

The sources said the town
protection embankment in front
of the was devoured by the
river the day before. The em-
bankment was temporarily re-
paired at the affected points by
yeste noon and now the jadl
was oul of danger. the sources
added,

The Flood Forecasting and

Waming Division (FFWD) said
river walers in most of the
country were recacﬂ:;. How-
ever, the river Manu in Mauli
Bazar might rise as rainfall
continued in the region.

The forecasting division also
added the river Kaliganga at

Toraghat may cross the danger
level today.

The is Hkely to fall at
Rajshah 6 cm, at the

Hardinge Bridge by 5 cm, at
Goalundo by 5 c¢m and at
Bhagyakul by 4 cm today, the
FFWD forecasts.

However, the Ganges at
Goalunda under Rajbari and
Bhagyakul under Munshigan)
was still above the danger level.

The river Brahmaputra is
also likely to fall at p . AL
Bhairab Bazar, the river was
cresting above 10 em of the

danger leve] yesterday.

Injunction on
Indian blade

By Staff Correspondent

The District and Sessions
Judge, Dhaka has issued an
ad-interim Injunction against
the marketing, selling and dis-
tribution of Indian ‘Super Max’
razor blades in the country

Abdus Salam
the nn:tr on Monday
an application by a local indus-
try Messrs Samah Razor Blade
Industries Limited, which
manufactures blades under the
same brand name.

The court ordered Viddyut
Mctalic Lid, Bombay-Agra Road
of India, M/S Anwar and Bro-
thers and M/S Serajul Hague
and Brothers of Moulibazar,
Dhaka to refrain from selling

| marketing and distributing the

Indian ‘Super Max' blades In

Bangladesh.
The learned court also ser-

ved notices upon the Chajirman
of the Chit ng Port Authority
and the Col r of Cusioms,

. Chittagong to show cause by
| August 21 why they should not

be restrained by an order of
temporary injunction from
giving delivery or clearance of
goods (Super Max blades) from
the vesacls Kotabuna

The defendantas noted that

- M/S Anwar and Brothers and .

M/S Serajul and Brothers had

been e in selling. mar-
- keting distributing of In-
dian made “Super Max”® blades

Hangladesh Trade
The Registrar of Trade Marks

| carlier issued the “Super Max’

trade mark registration to M/S
Samah Raror Blade Industries
lid and the industry had been
producing and marketing the
Super Max razor biades in the
country lor years

BTV relay centre in
Patuakhali soon

From Staff Correspondent

HBARISAL. Aug 15 The con-
struction work of the BTV melay
station at Patuakhali, with
French financial asststance, will
begin shortly, according to
Mintstry of Information sources.

Money for the isition of

land has already been allocated |

while the Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) has drawn up an
expenditure of Taka 60 lacs for
the first phase construction of
the TV relay station. The cost of
the main station buflding has
been estimated at 42 lac laka

The government has stressed |

on ecarly completion of the
Patuakhall relay station, which
will extend BTV telecasts to at
least ten southermn districts and
also bring the coastal areas
under the national \elevision
network.

Kirtankhola
devours

homes, land
From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Aug |8: River ero-
sion devoured at least 70 to 80
homestcads and several acres of
crop land in Char Kaua under
the Sadar thana along the
Kirtankhola river.

The river swallowed several
shops and the Char Kauva boal
terminal It also affected some
parts of the Barisal town, oppo-
site Char Kaua.

During the past one year,
five to six villages completely
vanished in this river
cfosion, leaving hundreds of
famibes homeless.

In Barisal itself, the Kirtan-
khola now threatens the fish
landing and processing centre
and its ncarby areas.

The rivers Adharmanik, Lo-
halia, Tetulia and Payera in
Patuakhali district have con-
tinued to erode more lands. In
recent times, these rivers have
washed away hundreds of acres
and left over 8,000 people
homeciess.

Egyptian minister

From Page | Col 4

istry has lead a government
crac kdown on Muslim radicals
who have carried out a 19-
month campaign of violence to
lopple the secular government
and install strict Islamic rule.

El-Alfy had been the gover-
nor of Assiul province, a hotbed
of Muslim extremism, K before
—| becoming interior minister in
April. Some militants had said
they welcomed his appointment,
saying it could lead to a de-
crease in confrontations with
the government.

Wednesday's attack began
with a bomb blast, and four or

men toward Tahrir Square,
one of the city's most crowded
arcas, witnesses said.

An Interior Ministry siate-
ment said four people were
killed and 15 wounded.

Bomb hurled
at Banglar
Bani office

Miscreants hurled 1wo
bombs at the office of the
Banglar Bani at Motijheel
Commercial Area here last
night at around 11:15 from a

lpudln;vel'ﬂl:h.pohm

said, reports BSS,

'I'hhnmb- exploded with a
bang damaging he crheus fan
al
—J chees bufiding

[
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The Midnight File

NATO exercise in Bosnia

ZAGREB, Aug 18: NATO allled aircraft carried out their first’

military exercise in Bosnia

today, the UN protection force

(UNPROFOR] said. It said the exercise, conducted In the north-
wesl Hosnlan Bihac region, involved stmulated ground target

practice, reports Reuter,

8 hurt in Istanbul blast

ISTANBUL, Aug 18 A bomb hurled at an empty tourist bus
injured eight passersby in front of a downtown hotel
., authorities said. Two people apparently threw a
grenade at the parked Hungarian registered bus before escap-
ing in a getaway car, police sajd reports AP,

Truce in Nagorno-Karabakh

STEPANAKERT (Azerbatjan), Aug 18 Azer! officials and

Armenian separatists in Nagorno-Karabakh agreed today to a
new ceasefire, to come into effect at 6:00 pm (1400 GMT). the

local parftament announced here in the enclave's

The

press service for the Nagormo Karmbaka ltglﬂnturrllﬂtlu
ceasefire agreement would last five days, during which both
sides are 1o organtze a summit meeting lo discuss a long-term

peace accord, reports AFP,

AL programmes
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atcly afier the fall of the Ershad
regime in December 1990,

Meanwhile, the AL is cx-
pected to announce program-
mes (ke of the offices of
the Thana Nirbahi Officers
(TNOs) and demonstrations in
front of the Deputy Commi-
ssioners’ (DC) offices all over the

country during next few wecks

Hasina, would also be asserting
that the next parllamentary
polls need to be held under a

carciaker government for the
sake of neutrality. An AL presid

tum member wold The Daily Star
that the chief would an
NOUNCe stance only when
the ground lor implementation
of the demand s will prepared

However., the specific pro
rammes W be announced
uring tomorrow's rally will be

finalised by the party s Central
Working Commitiee meeting

sc heduled for this afternoon
Bosnia
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ing no o a reporier s quesiion
on whether the Sarmjeva plan

had been agreed.
But Mills said all three sides,
including lzethbe . had ac
the document

Earhier, Alja lzetb-egovic,
pulled out of talks here loday
accusing the Croats ol "horren-
dous” mistrea-tment of Musiims
in the southern city.

“With the situation as It is,
we cannot go on talking about
Mostar,” said alter a
moming mecting with Boban
and mediators Thorvald Stolten-
berg and Lord Owen.

*A horrendous expujsion of
Muslim civillans is taking place”
in Mostar he said

Izetbegovic said 35,000
Muslims in the eastern part of
the divided southern Bosnian
city were “living in dreadful
conditions and have recetved no
humanitarian aid for 100 days.”

Meanwhile, three mortar
MMMMMHHMI-

Sarajevo neighbourhood ol
Dobrinja Tuesday fight, hours
after a visit by the US ambas-
sador, doctors said. Thirteen
people were wounded.

Nurses’ strike

From Page 1 Col 2

However, 99 persons were
admitied to the ¢ . C&-
sually and outdoor depart-
ments.

The nurses, meanwhile,

brought out a protest in
the hospital premises in the

momrmning.
Our SSMC ndent
adds: The tion theatre of

u:mm&'un.pammm
closed yesterday due to the

The nuirses only attended the
post operative and the cardiac
units of the

At 11 am, the BDNA
out a led by Delwara
Khanam and Taheba Khatun.

— . — — — —

CHANGE IN

Police team goes to
ex-Y'slavia today

A |15 -member delegation of
Bangladesh Police leaves here
for London early today to join
the UN peacekeepers in former
Yugoslavia

The delegation
comprises an additional SP,
four Inapectors, one sub-ineper-
tor. four sergeants, one ASI|
three havildars and one consta

ble
will act as police
monitors in what was formerly

Yugoslavia under the UN peace-
keeping loroes, reports UNB,

TDCCs
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areas will alsc be Included as
aclvisors In the commitiee

The cabinet, In its meeting
held on 19 October last year,
decided 1o set up the TDCCa ot
every thana through an admin
istrative order. Detafled guide
lines for the structure of the
TDCC, appointment of s
membern, chection of chalrman
and thelr tenure and other mat
ters related (o funetioning of the
commiliee were also approved

The procedure of appointing
the TIXCC chalrmen was dis-
cussed al the 79th meeting of
the NICAR held on |4 March
last. Some Inconsistencies be-
tween the NICAR s deciston and
the cabinet's guidclines were
notced which were considered
and approved by the cabinet
again early this month.

The TDCC's tenure will be

Container terminal
From page | col 7

A coordinaled masier plan
for development and cxpunsion
of Chillagong, Mongla, Dhaka
and Narayanganj is under ac-
tive consideration of the gov-
ernmenl, she said.

Begum Zia pointed oul Lhal
only infrastructural devclop-
ment will not change the situa-
tion and called upon all con-
cerned to improve the service.
“Skill, dedication and honesty
will increase revenue earning
from this sector to a large ex-
tent’, she said.

On arrival at the terminal
gate, the Prime Minister un-
veiled a plaque of the new con-
tainer terminal and offered mu-
najat.

BSS adds : Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia Wed
visited the mazar of the 14th
century Peer (Spiritual leader)
Hazrat Sheikh Syed Shah
Mohsen Aulia (R) at Battali un-
der Anowara thana.

She prayed for the :tr..rnnl
peace of this amous saint and
pcace and prosperity of the
counliry.

TELEPHONE NUMBERS

The following

ta'iophona numbers of

SAUDIA Sonargaon Office has changed to
new numbers effectiveg 17-8-93.

OLD NUMBERS

NEW NUMBERS

816856
816857
816859
816860
816827
816829
816830
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