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~Alternative Energy
Sources

A seminar on alternative enchr sources, held
last Tuesday, has given us a timely call to put our
heads together to determine what we should do
about long term e nergy planning. The seminar was
a refreshing departure from the usual ‘talking-ses-
sions that we have grown boringly used to. It not
only identified some fundamental problems but
also suggested way's of solving them. The blunt fact
that was driven home — hopefully it has been
driven home where we most need it to, the govern-
ment — is that our natural gas resource is likely to
run out in the next twent years, by the year
2020. Twentyfive years is really round the corner if
we think that it has been almost as many years
that we became inde pendent and we are still argu-
ing about things that we did then. Suggestions
were made about further exploration for natural
gas and renewed search for petroleum. This is an
on-going process in which there cannot be any
respite. There are known deposits of coal and peat
whose increased use. it was suggested, could meet
our rising energy needs, About peat, before we de-

* cide in favour of its extensive use, we must realise
that it will have a tive impact on agriculture by
takin% away scarce land in the process. This must
be a lundamental consideration before opting for
its use. There were also suggestions about liquid
fuel to run our power plants.

All these ideas are extremely valuable and are
worth serious consideration by the government.
But two that we particularly welcome are the sug-
EESI ion for greater emphasis on solar energy and

fo-mass energy. Giant strides have been made in
research and development in solar energy. As the
cleanest and chca‘)csl energy and one that is per-
petually renewable, solar energy really has no
parallel. Where it still lags behind is its commercial
applicability. Here we have a lot to learn from the
recent advancement in the developed countries, For
this purpose we can seek training assistance from
several UN bodies who are spending a lot of mone
in promoting the research in this field. Banglades
has a lot of potential in developing solar energy op-
tions Already there are a [ew private companies

who have made significant advancement in this di-
rection These private companies should recetve all
sorts of government assistance in further refining
their products and ultimately marketing them
commercially. The suggestion to set up a special
institute solely to look into our prospect of develop-
ing solar energy is a very timely one .

As for the biomass as an energy source we can
learn a lot from China and India. In addition to
being a renewable source of energy, it has the addi-
tional advantage of being produced from animal
and human waste that nauseate our environment
at the moment. “

There is another proposal made in the seminar
that we would like to wholeheartedly support. That
is going for far more efficient use of the existing
sources of energy. Account of our system loss in
electricity and also that in natural gas are phenom-
enal It will be years before we can really think of
alternative energy. Meanwhile, we will be living
with those of the present. Therefore, it hs of:xtn:ur:lc

portance that ways be devised to reduce all the
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We also welcome the decision of the government
to open up the energy sector to private investment.
But to attract anatc resources in this area the

government will have to first ensure a very clear
energy policy, especially in such areas as tax relief

and steady pricing. We must promulgate regula-
tions that do not change under the pressure of this
or that vested group. The idea of providing incen-
tive to any indtvidual or company that opts for en-
ergy saving methods of production is a step in the
right direction,

As has been suggested by the experts,
Bangladesh must launch a vigorous search for al-
ternative energy resources. To be able to do so, we
need a very clear and transparent energy policy,
which the government should bring out without
any further delay.
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Sit-in by Celebrities

The radio and television celebrities, together with
hundreds of lesser mortals of the electronic media
world, on Monday staged a sit-in in front of the
Television Bhaban ataﬁampura. This they did to
press their demand for autnnumg of the two big or-
ganisations. At the same time they took the occa-
sion to denounce 'distortion of historic facts and
politicisation of the national media’ as well as
nepotism and anarchism that has polluted the en-
vironment' in the two organisations.

Many in the crowd that participated in the
demonstration can by universal agreement be
called the best products of our nation in the pre-
sent times. When almost all of such ormers on
the TV and the radio join in such-a demonstration
— the nation's heart goes with them. Specially as
their demand at issue is not so much their own as
it is indeed the whole nation's. )

There is no escaping the unpleasant fact that as
far as the government-controlled radio and televi-
sion are concerned, there has been no change from
the autocratic times of the Ershadian usurpation.
In fact, Information Minister Barrister Huda had
done one better than the seemingly unbeatable
Ershad excesses when he claimed that the two
media were government property and it was per-
fectly right whatever way the owners were pleased
to use it. No one better positioned than him either
in the party or in the government has as yet come
forward to amend the brash statement.

Well then, they are using the electronic media as
they think their party and its hold on power would
best be served while a coterie ol individuals con-
tinue to steal prime-time projection — the whole
being repeat exercises in counter-productivity.
Saturation projection of Ershad only made a nui-
sance of him to the citizens. When plain syco-
phancy and at best a jesting buffoon’'s replace
principles of truth and fairness, art and znn in
organisations that play with the nation's mind —
thg' unfailingly degenerate into dens of corruption
and nepotism of the most d ble kind.

It 18 almost two years that the radio and TV
artistes had presented the then you overnment
of Begum Zia with a paper that wou tlgaﬂtht
radio and the TV on the autonomy path. It is time
that government showed some respect to that. It is
never a good for a government when writers
and artists apd intellectuals of the nation go un-
heeded. If the lessons of the -'47 years are hard
to recollect, the memories of the late 80s should be
enough to make the government give serious
thoughts to the issue of autonomy of the electronic
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Pakistan

OLIMCS knows no forgl-

veness. Otherwise, the

winner Nawaz Sharil,
aflter the National Assembly was
restored by the Supreme Court
of Pakistan, and the rebufled
President Ghulam Ishaq Khan
would have started afresh,
letting bygones by bygones
Their rapprochement would
have averted immediate dangers
that looks like overwhelming
infirm democratic structure in

' Pakistan.
But the moment Nawaz
Shari{ reassumed power he said

that the repeal of the eighth
amendment was “high on the
political agenda.” Very few peo-
ple will disagree with him that
the amendment, through which
General Zia-ul-Haq consecrated
his martial law rule, ts a drag
on a prime minister. A presi
dent, voted to office by members
of national and provincial as

semblies, should not have au

thority to dismiss a prime min

ister who has a majority in the
popularly electedd National
Assembly.

What is right may not. how-
ever, be politic or at least not
opportune. In the rush of effu-
sive slogans of victory, Nawaz
Sharif has forgotten that it is a
trotka that rules Pakistan. The
president is as much an integral
part of the ruling triumviraic as
the prime minister himself. The
third horse, the strongest, o
the vehicle s the army, which
has felt perturbed because the
existing constitutional arrange-
ment is sought to be disturbed
unilaterally.

True, the 8th amendment is
an arbitrary source of power, a
factor of instability in Pakistan's
political system. But this was
not the time when Nawaz Sharif
should have joined issue with
the president. After several po-
litical agitations, including the
opposition leader Benazir

The tradition set by Ghulam Moham
General Ayub Khan was the army chief at that

General Mirza Aslam Beg, former Pakistan

army chief,

med, then prime minister, of handing over power to the army —
time — has not yet gone out of fashion. . , .
m;iunnﬂmlymhgbymm

about eventual army intervention if the contending politicians are unable to work out their differences.
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Bhutto's long march and Nawaz
Sharil's demonstrations in the
wake of dismissal, the peopie
saw a poetic justice — and relief
— in the Supreme Courts
judgment. They wanted peace.
Nawaz Shartf himself told court
that he would work with the
president jointly. Bul he did not
go to meet him till recently

The president also did not
rise above the discomfiture ol
defeat in the Supreme Court
His ardent supperters, the
provincial heads in Sind and
Punjab, were conspicuous by
their absence when Nawaz
Sharif visited the the states al
ter becoming prime minister
once again There are many
other irritations which Nawaz
Sharif has faced. To guote a
Pakistan daily, The Nation, “the
president employed every trick
in the book, including pitiing
the provinces against the fed-
eral government, to dislodge the
prime minister even after the
Supreme Court verdict.”

Punjab appears to have
proved the proverbial last straw
on the camel's back. Nawaz
Sharil was justifiably angry over
the manner in which the stlate
government of his supporters
was bundled out and the as
sembly members were forced to
change their loyalty after his
dismissal. But should he have
thrown the gauntlet the day he
came back lo power, knowing
full well that Ishaq Khan, being
a Pathan, would pick it up. The
president’s refusal to go by the
National Assembly’s resolution
on the dissolation of the Punjab
assembly was expected.

Had Nawaz Sharil stopped

TOWARDS A GO

aflter the Lahore High Court
threw oul the dismissal order
and restored the assembly,
things would not have come o
such a pass. In democracy, par
teularly when it is at a fledgling
stage, discretion is the better
of valour How the Lahore
High Court decides on the dis
missal of the Punjab assembly
is not so relevant as the re-
sponse of the prime minister
and the president, The guestion
is political, not legal Much will
depend on whether the two are

Already working on it is a com-
mittee which, ironically, was
constituted on the proposal by
Benazir Bhutto's law minister.
Nawaz Sharif should have
waited for its recommendations.

His political opponent,
Henazir Bhutio, who was also a
victim of the eighth amendment
when she was dismissed nearly
three years ago, has played her
cards far better. She had lost
considerably in moral stature
by appointing some of her
Pakistan People's Party (PPP)

—Mﬂ

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

willing to stop fighting tll
December when Ishaq Khan's
lerm expires

Tha! is probably the reason
why General Abdul Waheed,
chiefl of the army stafl, is re-
ported to have met Ishaq Khan
and Nawaz Sharil a number of
times in the last few days to
emphasis upon them to carry
on till December or hold the
general elections. Leave aside
the fact that General Waheed
was appointed by Ishaq Khan
over the heads of several Beu-
tenant generals and in the face
of Nawaz Sharils murmurs
What choice does the army
chiel have if he does nol want
to rule himself? The eighth
amendment as well as the ex-
traordinary powers of the presi
dent is a reality. e cannot wish
them away. They have to go but
there is a set procedure for that.

men on the Mazari interim
government in the wake of
Nawaz Sharif's dismissal
However, by not adopting the

ture of a confrontist, she
E gained some ground. The
people do not want to bring
down the democratic structure,
however rickety; nor do t
like to see the army back.
Henazir Bhutto, compared to
Nawaz Shartfl, looks like a per
son wha is trying to find a way
oul.

Nawaz Sharil has every rea-
son to be irritated over the de-
mand for a fresh poll when he
still has hall of his five-year
term to go. But his demand that
Ishag should also resign
does him ne credit. in fact, he
should setze the opportunity lo
go back to the electorate and
tell them how he was wronged.
He can make the abolition of

the eighth amendment as his
poll plank, the point on which
even Benazir Bhutto has com-
promised

In ln‘ﬂptﬂ letter to Nawaz

Sharll , she has talked about

the redistribution of power be-

tweenn the president and the
prime minister. All the power Lo
the prime minister can make

him authoritartan and the pres-

ident of his choice may lead 10 a

fascist rule, Benazir Bhutto has
argued. This is not a dilemma
for Pakistan alone but the
democratic couniries world

over. That is the reason why it

is often said that democracy is

only up to the polls.

But uniess Benazir Bhutto
has some other form of democ-
racy in view, there is no going

away from the where an
elected the free will of
the people has last word. He

is expected to be responsible.

That is the reason he is called

the leader of the House A
dyarchy — the president and
the prime minister sharing
power — does not work.

Pakistan has itsell seen t. If
both are directly elected, there
will be a clash. The only check
on the prime minister are the
institutions: parliament, press,
burea and the judictary.
They have to be strengthened.
India is still not fully on the
track after its system was de-
rafled by Indira Gandhi in 1975
when she imposed the emer
. Pakistan cannot recover
from the 25 years of martial law
so quickly. The tradition set by
Chulam Mohammed, then
prime minister, of handing over

cent

yet to Recover from a Martial Law Culture

power to the army — General
Ayub Khan was the army chief
al that time — has not yet gone
out of fashion. Vested interests
are once again m the fieid
Curtou

b kg
the government's revival he

of General Zia-ul-Hag,

. when everyone was

offering fateha at the grave

General Mirza Aslam Beg.

Brmer Pakistan army chie{, has
given a timely warning by ex-
pressing fears about eventual
army intervention ¥ the con-

Hﬂ'dﬂ are unable to

work out their differences.

Speaking from experience, he
said that the pressure on the
army chief was intense. The
lobbying in Pakistan in the re-
testifies this

"Unfortunately, over the

erned, as is the impression,
what should the armed forces
do? Zia had a solution. He
would often say that the role of
military should be spelt out in
the constitution itselfl, like in
Turkey. The armed f[orces
should be able to inltervene
when things went wrong and re-
turn to the barracks alter set-

mhdhrmrtth-tllyur;l'
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OD GOVERNMENT—II

A Viable Local Administration and other Imperatives
by Syed Naquib Muslim

N Bangladesh, a kind of lo
cal bodies could not dev-
elop themselves into
institu-tions where the admi-
nistrators and elected public
representatives could be heid
accountable. Local bodies have
been perpetually dependent on
the national government and
the former have been mere the
extension of the latter: they
have never been economically
self-reliant. They did not have
authority to levy taxes
or mobilize resources. At the
backdrop of the on-going
democratic process, a kind of
dogal imstitution has o be
created where the rural people
will have the opportunity to
participate in the development
activities. The Union Parishads
which waxed feeble during the
last regime should be
strengthened institutionally and
economically. An accountable
local institution at the union
level should be installed so that
the elected public represent-
atives cannot personalize public
mo or resources as it
happened in the pasi. Creation
of Zila Parishad will simp
proliferate agencies and this
ﬁtfﬂlﬂ:‘ further conflict
Ministers, the Members o
the Parlament (MP) and the
elected or nominated members
of Zila Parishads. Instead of
reactivating the Zila Parishads,
it is necessary to the
institution of ‘the Deputy
Commissioner (DC) and more
authority should be assigned to

DC for enabling him to perform
the coordinative functions ef-

“fectively. A competent MP may

beé nominated for supervising
the activities of the Deputy
Commissioner. The government
may determine the criteria of
the nomination on such vari-
ables as education, personality,
political experience, etc. Tt is
better if training is considered
one of the criteria for contesting
in the local and national level
elections; political experience
alone is not enough. | remember
the remark of a Upazila
Parishad chairman while he
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participated a [ive-day training
programme : “We are running
the parishads on commonsense;
now after training | can sensec,
commonsense is nol enough
and we should not leave admin-
istration to chance or late. We
must acquire skills to adminis-
ter our people.”

REVISION OF LAWS RU-
LES : Politicians, bureaucrats
and citizens commonly believe
that many of the laws and rules
formed by the British rulers in
the subcontinent do not meet
the requirement of an
independent democratic coun-
try. As Burke remarks, “Bad
laws are the worst form ‘of
tyranny.”

All the successive govern-
ments articulated need for a
massive revision of the obsolete
rules and laws now in practice
in this country: but no govern-
ment took practical steps Lo re-
vise the Secretariat Manual,
Service Rules and Financial
Rules. In most cases, the only
word 'Pakistan’ has been re-
placed by ‘Bangladesh’ keeping
intact the colonial spirit. A few
provisions of the Government
Servants Conduct Rules, 1979,
are not consistent with the arti-
cles of the Constitution. Official
Secrets Act needs thorough re-
vision as a few provisions are
not compatible with the tenets
of a transparent administration.
As the gravity and diversity of
crimes have increased, Penal
Codes produced in the colonial
time need elaborate revision.
With the change in the form of
government, the Rules of
Business requires comprehen-
sive modification.

SIMPLIFICATION OF FOR-
MS: Simplification of forms and
modernization of legal vo-
cabulary constitute an impor-
tant area of intervention for the

ment. Our administrators
have become modern in dress,
food, office-room decoration eic.
but they are yet to become
modern in the technology of
administration. While the whole
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Letters for publication in these columns should be

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.

Pseudonyms are accepted

However, all communica-

tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

address.

Homage to
Bangabandhu

Sir, Your editorial of the
16th of August deserves high
praise. It really reflects of bi-
partisan view and confirms your
paper reflecting the opinion of
the people of Bangladesh who
do not fall under any party
guideline. The Issue of Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman has been made a polit-
ical one and taken out of pro-
portion making an unnecessary
diviston in our country.

The contribution of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman for Bangla-
desh and it's creation Is
unguestionable. At the time of

our emergence as a nation hjs

leadership was the most dy-

namic one. Although he was the
head of Awami League, with the
establishment of Bangladesh he
became the leader of the nation.

Now, his failure or success as
an administrator or leader can
be discussed, debated, criticized
or praised. But we cannot, as a
nation, be so ungrateful not to
tribute our father, however good
or bad he maybe.

Let us now put the polities of
destruction behind. Let us all
grow up and look at our history
in a matured way and call the
spade a spade. Let us begin o
build the country instead ol
taking it backward because the
time keeps moving ahead.

Akku Chowdhury
West Nakhalpara, Dhaka

Water supply

Sir, Since February walter
supply in Shiddheswart,
Fakirapool, Eskaton, Naya
Paltan, etc. has become 80 low
that under-ground reservoir
remains nearly dry. The result

world is striving for simplifica-
tion of the office procedures for
saving time, they have stll re

tained the old, cumbersome and
complicatled procedures in the
administration. For instance,
the purchase procedures are
such that government is con-
stantly losing money lor buying
things at a much higher rate
than the market prices because
of the unscientific tender proce-
dures prescribed by the British
masters who never anticipated
the art of manipulation prac-
tised by the Bangladeshi busi-
nessmen. Still today, a Class |
governmenl servanl needs to
put at least 10 signatures io
draw his monthly salary.
However, ﬂmﬁuﬂcauun of ?Pm=
cedures is a means to achieve
transparency in administration.

Books of laws /rules are vo-
luminous and the sentences
therein- are complex and
lengthy; as a law-enforcer while
interpreting laws begins to read
a law-provision, he forgets the
meaning as soon as he reaches
the mid-point of the sentence.
In fact, language of laws and
rules framed by the British
rulers is mostly ambiguous and
circumlocutive; this leaves
scope for manipulation or
twisting both by the law-en-
forcers and also by those on
whom laws are enforced.

Forms of official correspon-
dences are out-dated; language
is full of cliches, trite expres-
sions, fuzzies and redundan-
cies. Archaic expressions like it
is needless to mention that®, "it
may be mentioned here that®,
“for the of", "in connec-
tion with®, “aware of the fact
that®, “your obedient servant’,
"with due respect and humble
submission”™ are not only re-
dundant but also tiresome.
Information/ideas /facts are ex-
pressed in a round-about way.
In the Western countries, lan-
guage of laws/rules and official
communication is so plain,
specific and direct that even a
school-boy can comprehend

e

is no water in the household to
manage daily washing. While
this meagre supply of water
persists, there seems to be an

air of apathy with the WASA
and others who sit on
"conditionalities” imposed on
bill payees to improve this water
supply position. While it is the
duty of a citizen to pay the bill
for services rendered (says
PDBY), why should a citizen be
asked to pa

Our hope is I{:r continuous sat-
isfactory services by the WASA,
PDB, T&T, Municipality, and all
olther service centres/estab-

lishments.

While the water-supply crisis
persists, a programme to {nstal
a new pump is reported to be at
hand. But the reality seems to
be the case of, at least as of
now, despair. The idea — only
an idea - {s with the plannin
section of the WASA. As we all
have some taste ol planning
cases, i1 is all a matter of time,
long time till it sees the light at
the end of a tunnel.

Next in line of water-supply
is the WASA's water-carrying
trucks. They ply on cash pay-
ment. But do they ply? First
hand information s that a
number of these trucks — they

for no services?

them. It is interesting and trond

cal that the British had taught
our administrators a kind of
parlance or terminology which
they themselves did not use in
their own country. All these
merit immediate intervention so
that we no longer become the
laughing stock to the foreigners
or even to the educated citi
zenry of this country. We have
therefore 1o bring reform in our
ad ministrative vocabulary as
well.

FORMULATION OF JOB
DESCRIPTION : The majority of
the members of the public hold
the view that the administration
in Bangladesh can be chara-
cterized by delay, procrasti-
nation, evasion, confusfon, non-
responsiveness, buck-passing
and scapegoating. This situ-
ation can be handled by a
provision of proper role
definition, clear delegation of
authority and device of
accountability. There are
government offices where
descriptions of employees are
not available. Formulation of a
book of.job description with
well-defined delegation of au-
thority is an immediate re-
quirement for all the govern-
ment offices.

One of the reasons of the low
confidence of the public in the
administration is that the
proper persons are not in the
proper place. Appointment,
puuullz and deputation (APD)
should be based strictly on

lent persons are appoi
the important posts by the
political parties in power on the
plea of the exercise of the
political will. This ultimately
proves boomerang to them.
Therefore, clear principles or
guidélines should be set to
prevent favouratism, neposism
and arbilrariness regarding
APD.
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don't have a lot of them — are
idling for quite some time. A few
of these trucks — dilapidated

ones, no light, faulty clutch- .

plates and electric wiring, etc.
— can hardly cope with the
pressing calls of° consumers.
Even if they do, you need to
whisper in the ears of mighty
drivers of trucks to deliver water
at your water hu residence.
When you dig dr.-:g?n know the
plight of these expensive water
carrying trucks’ idling, you
actually discover, the repairing
attempts are a kind of
subterfuge for milch-cow! How
many times are these trucks
repaired, and yet they remain
idle for want of repair?

Areas hit with water crisis
have their roads and lanes dug
up to lower water borne pipe
line in order to collect few drops
of it in the underground reser-
voir. The outlook of these roads
and lanes gives one an im-
pression of bombed out holes
and debris all around. There is
none to check it or to repair to
even oul the surfaces of these
roads /lanes. Apparently, this is
the fallout of water crisis en-

dangering traffic _mobility.
nally, to say the least, one

may go without electric light,

e
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REDUCTION OF WASTE
Waste of resources and time is
endemic in almost all govern
ment offices. Waste is, in [act,
the other name for inefliciency
and the price of administrative
inefficiency s too heavy for a
poor country like Bangladesh o
aflord. Therefore, one ol the
prime purposecs of the govern
ment’ eflorts may be to mini
mize waste. [ the aflluent
countries of the Western world
spend each penny in a prudent
way, why should we as one of
the poorest nations of the world
indulge in huxury, waste and ex-
travaganza? Austerity, econermy
and efficiency — these should
be internalized as the core ad-
ministrattve values.

One of the sources of admin-
istrative waste is duplication or
redundancies in the govern-
ment agencies or public enter-
prises. It is often observed that
almost similar or marginally di-
verse functions are performed

by two different agencies with
huge personnel systems. for

instanee, BIWTC and BIWTA
are almost similar
functions or at least interde-
pendent roles; these agencies

and problem of coordination.
Thus a planned tion
of some government agencies is
to reduce waste in the
administrative sector.

Another way to reduce waste
of resources is to devolve some
of the governmental functions
on the private bodies or the
NGOs with provisions of ac-
muntnhlhlgr.mnt
can draw a domain of
responsibility on the basis of
role negotiation.

OFFICE AUTOMATION:
Money saved from waste min-
imisation can be utilized for
computerization and automa-
tion of the t offices.
Computerization will consider-
ably reduce unnecessary paper-
work and save time and in this
way efficiency of administration
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telephone, but not without wa-
ter. In the sphere of responsibil-
ity, they all talk, but there is
lingering complacency. They all
like to have promotions in
Public Service, and, therefore,
they should promote wellare of
public to ameliorate sufferings

ol people.

Hassan Sharif
Bara Moghbazar, [Yhaka

FAP and the

* Mississippi flood

Sir, This refers to Behind the
Headlings report “FAP Under-
a Series of Changes” by
asud H Khan (6 August).
From the very beginning of the
FAP the FPCO hardly heeded to
any second opinion about
strategies of flood mitigation in
Bangladesh and had cast a
blind eye to the views expressed
in the Report of the Tas
on the FAP prepared during the
period of the Interim Govern-
ment of Justice Shahabuddin.
Many FCPO members in [act
made oblique comments about
the views expressed by the
members of the Task Force. In
this connection, this is what Mr
M H Siddiqui heading the FPCO

. -

Force .

will be tremendously improved
Today an officer suffers from
paperphobia’ as piles of flles
accumulate everyday on his
table. He naturally tends 1o
remove flles from his table
simply by jul.unz"- pet phrase
‘please discuss® for a temporary
relief. As files grow and papers
multiply, » and environ-
mental lema emerge. This
does not, of course, mean that |
am in favour of wtal eltmination
of paper-work; paper-work is
unavoidable because of record
keeping and documentation
Record - keeping is essential be-
cause some men may die and
some may lie; records testify
thetr word and deed Therefore,
computer literacy and computer
use should be made compulsory
for the officers at all levels to
enable them to enjoy the bene-
fits of information technolegy. It
is often found that some officers
tend not to use computers and
get the things done by the ju-
nior officers although their of-
fices are equipped with com-
puters. However, wide practice
or use of information technology
will not enly promote efficiency
but also bring transparency in
the administration.
Recommending is not im-
plementing: in fact, success of
good reforms lies in their im-
Recommendations of earlier re-
forms commissions looked good
more on pu.rpet than in practice.
Reforms of ARC, 1993 will be
meaningful if its recommenda-
tions are doable and they meet
the needs of the administrators
and the administrated alike. Let
us hope that the ARC comes up
‘with a set of recom-
mendations in the light of the
politico-economic and socio-
cultural realities of Bangladesh
to fulfil our dream of establi-
shing a good government which
is incorruptible,” transparent
and accountable. Coratiicdac]

The writer is a Deputy irec-
tor, BPATC, Savar, Dhaka and a
member of the BCS (Admvy
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had to say, about those having
sccond opinion on flood control,
at the FAP- m%r Iq gn
12 Hov:mbﬁ*. 1 : }Fbu-t;
1988 floods not only
to FAP, it opened Pnng:a box.
Hundreds of thousands of wise
men emerged to say something
about floods. Those who hardly
know floods, who have never
seen rural sh, who are
totally ignorant about the farm-
ers’ life, have something to say,
and are writing books ...".
Would experts litke Mr
Siddiqui read some few more
books now to learn about flood
as it has happened in the USA?
Within a week, the Mississippi
flood has breached the much
quoted engineering feat of the
most tech advanced
country of the world and en-
gulfed nearly 20,000 sq. miles
causing worth more
than $100 billion. We would
like to hear from the exponents
of cmbmktx Bangladeshi
of

rivers about think of
such a ;ﬁn‘!ﬂ
fathure in in our country.
Don't they thipk that there are
something to learn from the

Mississippi tragedy? *
Dr K Maudood Blahi

Jahangirmagar University.



