CoutoCHITl‘AGONGComto-

The only place for ORIGINAL THAI FOOD & SEAFOOD |
Please try us and
you will love BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT more than

in CHITTAGONG

ever before.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY, OPPOSITE Y, M. C. A NASIRABAD,
| CHITTAGONG, TEL : 226803, PAX : (880) (31)- 225258

VOL. Il NO.205 REGD. NO. DA 781

— Inside Today

Article

Murtaza-Bhutto's
Entry in Elections
Surprises Voters

M J Zahedi writes from

I Karachi
Page 4
International
Rao's pledge to save
secularism an electoral
battlecry
Khmer Rouge kills 2

and kidnap 11 eth-
nic Viethamese

Page 5
Business

GATT move to pressure
govts for trade libe-
rahisation pact

‘BSB should start com-
mercial banking’

Pages 6,7

Supplement

A two-page supplement
on the ‘National Day’
Indonesia
89

Metropolitan

Dhaka Day by Day

Presideni Abdur Rahman

Begum Khaleda Zia. in scparate
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dent Socharto of Indonesta on

BCL (B-K) to stage

The government has permil-
ted opcration of private airlines
in different domestic roules.

The Cabinel yesterday
okayed the proposal of the
Ministry of Civil Aviation and
Tourism opening up the airlines
indusiry lo the privale seclor.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia chaired the weekly
meeting al Bangabhavan. -

Initially, short take-ofl and
landing (STOL) services would
be allowed in different domestic
routes where the national car-
ricr Biman Bangladesh Airlines
is not operating. Biman cur-
rently operates on _seven
domestic routes— Dhaka,

Taka convertibility may initially

BHADRA 2, 1400 BS,

'Domestic skies open
to private sector

Star Report

Chittagong. Rajshahi. Coxs
Bazar, Sylhet. Jessorc and
Saidpur.

A ministry sourcec said that
Shamshernagar in Sylhet,
Lalmonirhat, Ishwardi, Barisal,
PPatuakhali and Mongla have the
required facilities for STOL ser-
vice.

The source. who attendcd
the meeting, said that the Prime
Minister showed “special inter-
cst” in this matter in the wake
of growing traffic in different
domeslic roules.

The source said that a num-
ber of agencies including
Vantage Tours and Travels and
Borak Travels have already
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submitled proposals for operal-
ing aircraft in différent routes
within the country.

Borak Travels earlier oper-
ated 88 charter flights between
Dhaka and Kuala Lumpur in
May and Junc with Biman's
approval following the May 18
accident of one of the airerafl of
the: national airlines at Zia
International Airport.

Meanwhile, the government
approval for operation of air
lines in the privaite seclor
evoked mixed reaction among
aviation and lourism circles,

Younus Chowdhury,
Cultural Secretary of the

See Page 12 Col B
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Deputy Leader of the Opposition in parliament Abdus Samad Azad seen with members of the Bangiadesh Betar Television
Bhilpi Sangsad who staged a sit-in in front of the Television Bhaban at Rampura in the city yesterday.
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affect exporters, importers

Exporters and imporiers

both may adversely be aflfecied
at the minary stage of con-
vertibility of the Taka because
the dealers may go for profiteer-
ing in the decontrolled
markel. reports UNB.

The caution came from
Bangladesh Bank Governor
Khorshed Alam who said the
greater spread between buyt
and scling rutes of the
bank may kad to the dealers
cherging rates o the im-
porters and offering lower rales
o the exporicrs.

"The convertibility of the
Taka and consequent Inter-

| bank forcign exchange market

will inttially result in
a mixed leeling of caution and

enthustasm in embarking upon

the scnaitive foreign exchange
market,” he told a seminar on
“‘Convertibility of Taka and its
impact and implications.”

The Bangladesh Bank (D)
Covernor sald lnck of experi
ence and expertise in dealing In
loreign cxchange In a new envi
renmeni L bead to Textra
caution while cnthusiasm may
lead 1o “costly blunders.” How-
ever, he hoped, subsequently a

itive market ermvironment
would reduce the profit margin
and Lhe benefits trickle down
to the exporters and importiers
The competition will also lead 10
fixation of correecl prices,
dictated by the market forces of
demand and supply.

The authorised dealers have
to function in balance in the

unprotected, free foreign ex-
change market, Alam said and
" sted the dealers Lake
quu't preparaiion lo bear the

lity,

Organised by the Bangla-
deah Bank Training Academy,
the day-long seminar was also
atiended by Deputy Governors
and General Managers of the
B and some 40 olficials from
different scheduled banks.

Speaking on productivity,
the BH Gavernor sald access of
the domestic entrepreneurs o
foreign exchange was likely to
increase productivity through
import of technicnl know-how.

The provision lor prior ap-
proval of the central bank for
remittance of royalty and tech-
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' Forum on

The government has con-
vened a forum of and

professionals in the city loday
to review the existing situationr

inthe e sector and suggest
Ruidciines lormulating a na-

Officials told Probe News
Scrvice (PNS) that the forum
will discuss a bac

kground paper
containing key issues of the vi-

energy policy today

serves and rapid lechnological
changes.

The committee, which was
directed to submit & draft policy
o the govermment by August
15, sought an extension of six
months 1o prepare the policy. A

leum rﬂlq which will
:::'p-ﬂ the energy g;"t;
was hurried |

About |50 political leaders
and professionals have been
invited to te in the fo-

rum, spiit into four busincss
scesions OnN resource asscss |

Economic Council [NEC)
Bhaban of the Planning
C ornmissbon

The ma issues to be dis
cusascd inc balanced devel-

opment of all energy resources,
a pelroleum policy, end-use
based energy planning. ronal
distribution ur encrigy. rural
energy planning and nvestment
in energy dewelopment pro

gramme.

The forum s laking place in
the backdrop of a very low per
capila consumption of com-
mercial energy (ol natural gas.
coal and clectricity], about 58
kg ofl eqquivalent. This is one
forticth of world syerage, one-
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Directive to
start test
[ ]
relief
programmes

The cabinet yesterday re-
viewed the latest flood situation
in the country and the mea-
sures taken so far for reliel and

succour to the aflected people
besides rechabilitation pro-

grammes underiaken by the
concerned ministries, reports

UNB.
The cabinet at the lar
weckly meeting also directed
the Ministry of Reliefl and
Rehabilitation to start test relief
programme immediately and
undertake rehabilitation works
expeditiously to mitigate the
sufferings of the people effected
badly.

The meeting held at the
Bangabhaban was chaired by
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Peace talks resume in Geneva

SAFAR 27, 1414 HIJRI
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Bosnian factions
give UN freedom
of movement

GENEVA, Aug 16: Lecaders
of the three warring partics in
Bosnia -Herzegovina agreed at
peace lalks here today lo give
UN military observers total
[reedom of movement through-
oul the region, conference spo-
kesman John Mills said, report
AFP.AP.

Mills described the agrec-
ment as an “important decision”
which would create a "better
atmosphere of trust for these
ncgotiations.”

The Lalks between the former

Yugoslav republic’s Serb, Croat

and Muslim factions resumed
today after breaking down two
weeks ago amid deep differ-
ences over how to split the state
among them.

It took two wecks of pres-
sure, cajoling and delicate ne-
gotiations to persuade Bosnian

President Altja !:tl o re-
turn to the bargaining table.
The Croat lcader, Mate

Boban, said in a stalement after
his arrival at UN European
arters that he "sincercly
that this round of talks

Sce Page 12 Col 4
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Radio, TV artistes
stage sit-in
near TV Bhaban

By Staff Correspondent

Radio and mmm
yesterday mﬁ" a sit-
in in front of the Television
Bhaban at Rampura in protest
against the alleged distortion of
historical facts and politicisa-
tion of the national media.

Scheduled at 10 am, the

me, convened by the
: h Radio Television
Artistes’ mu::.;m de-
layed by two hours to police
interception, according to the
O andresds of

H con-
verged Lo quamm;
Curious speclators also as-
sembled at the venue,

Chalred by singer Kalim
Sharafi, the meeting was ad-
dressed by Al Zaker, Mamunar
Rashid, Labani, Sankar

and others.

Deputy Leader of the
Opposition in Parllament Abdus
Samad Azad, Rashed Khan
Menon, MP, Fatz Ahmed of the
Sanmilito ttk Jote, and
columnist Strajul Islam Chow-
dhury also spoke on the
occasion.

The speakers blamed the
‘mutocratic Ershad’ and the
'democratic Khaleda' govern:
ments for not providing auton-
dmy 1o television and radio, as

earfer.

Talking to The Daily Star,
the General Secretary of the as-
sociation Jamalsddin Hossain
said ‘nepotiam, anarchism and
poltticisation had ted’ the
environment in | national
clectronte media

*A bill moved in the Jattya

Sangsad by an Opposition MP

Sensing irouble, Maudud

Ahmed rushed ta Shamsul

base of the party by accommo-
dating JP stalwarts of the past
and the and by tncurpo
rating thelr viewpoinis to add
fresh vigour and dynamism o
fts politics on the basis of fts
political ideology and pro-
grammes.  Accordingly. the
meeting scheduled for August |
wna pul off

ﬂu:m-wum
was taken by the JP leadership
to trunslate the assurances

Maudud Ahmed Into
acthon C , wha
s also a member of the JP pre-
sidtum, is left with no other op-
tfon bul o convene® the press
conference 1o announce his
group's luture course of artion.

[" available to

g

currency loans will range from
two per cent to a maximum of

nine per cenl.
The nt period for
loans has set at 20 years

with a 5-year grace period for
most public sector agencies.
These new terms have been
made cffective from the current

public sector

The money that is made
scctor agen-
cies for of pro-
jects through the annual devel-

opment are mostly

pa .
makes these loans out of the

aid received from donors and
the surplus generated In the

ARy,
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te' on local cur-

mewionalsboyéott DC,

TNO meets from today

By Staff Correspondent

Nearly 70,000 t
. A governmen
oflicers, engineers, agricultur-
ists and doctors, are initiating a
nationwide non-cooperation
campaign against the District
Commissioners (DC) and Thana
Nirbahi Officer (TNO) starting
from today.

This was announced at a
ress conference at the Bang-
adesh Medical Association

(BMA) auditorfum by Dr M A
Majed, chairman of the Prakau-
shall, Krishibid, Chikittshak
and Bangladesh Civil Service
(Prokrichi-BCS) Kendrio Sang-
ram Parishad.

" He said the members of the
parishad would boycott all
District Coordina-
tlon Committee meetings conv-

I_._ S

ened and by the DCs
beginning from today and it
would also include boycotling
coordination meetings of the
TNOs at the thana level.

The Prokrichi-BCS Parishad
members would also refrain
from ting in all other
district-level ministerial com-
mittee meetings presided by
the DCs and would also boycott
ment grants sent through the

Dr Majed. who is also the
president of the BMA, de-
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Top level
changes in
NBR soon

By Staff Correspondent

Top level administrative re-
organisation is i in the
Nattonal Board of Revenue
(NBR) soon. :

According to an informed
source, a Member (Taxes) is
likely 1o go on retirement. Two
other senior officials— Member
(Admidnistration) and a Member
[Customs) — are expecied o be
made OSDs in the Ministry of
Establishment.

A senjor Commissioner of
Taxes and a Depuly

| Commissioner are also to be re-

tired.
It was reliably lcarnt that
replacements for the three
Members of the NBR are already

See Page 12 Col 7
Exports : MCCI
sees lack of

- commitment

By Staff Correspondent

A recent  publication of the
Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (MCCI)
says there is a lack of national
commitment (o attain export

tiveness

The lead flem ol 'Chamber
News', the official MCCI
mouthpiece, relcased yesierday,
blamed this on the absence of
an enabling atmosphere in the
government administration to-
wards realisation of policy ob-
jectives and also the mole of
some political parties and trade
union leadership.

The country’s exporis remain
low both in volume and domes-
tic value-added production, the
article observes

The Chamber felt that in the
changing global scenario, total
suppoft to export eflorts is cru-
cial as export ~ompetitiveness
depends on optimal efficiency
of resource use. To sustain ex-

Crpmne titiseerons, it jdin-
ilw.-' to-gfapport the quichest
change-over 10 a market econ-
Set Page 12 Col 7

Murder case
against Sharif

ISLAMABAD, Aug 16 : The
brother of a slain political lea-
der in Pakistan's Punjab provi-
nee has filed a murder case
against former Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharil, police said today,
reports Reuter,

Maltk Zafar All, a leader of
Benarir Bhulto's opposition
Pakistan Peopic's Party (PPP).
was gunned T in the cast-
ern city ol Lahore on Sunday
evening by two unknown mo-
torcyclists

A police official speaking
over telephone from Lahore said
Ali's brother Maltk Shams had
registered a report with police
alleging the murder was plan-
ned by Sharil and his advisor

manded the immediate imple- 1 Brigadier Imtiaz Ahmed, a

mentation of the ltdll:i-
point proposals, rioaly ai-
ready agreed u the gov-
ernment, and all district

former in Chief.
Meanwhile, Nawaz Sharil

Monday dended allegations that

he was tnvolved tn the week-

end murder.
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We congratulate STANDARD CHARTERED BANK on the successful
computerization of their Dhaka and Chittagong front offices by
installing an ACER Networking System with the powerful AcerFrame
1000 server running on NOVELL.

We are

to be associated with them in this accomplishment as the

Authorized Distributor of Acer Computers in Bangladesh and in the
successful installation of the Novell LAN (Local Area Network) solution

in their banking operations.

DCC1 Building (5th Floor), 65-66 Motijheel C/A, Dhaka.
Tel : (2) 234861 (2) 230419, Tix : 632453 UNDV BJ

Fax : (2) 863435, (2) 883132

Cable : UNIJBECT Dhaka Bangladesh




