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~ An Important
Anniversary

From the days of Bangladesh starting on the
wrong foot with wholesale nationalisation in the
early seventies, to the twentieth anniversary of the
Federation of Bangladesh Chambers ol Commerce
and Industries (FBCCI) that was observed with
considerable panache last Wednesday, we have
come a long way. When the Prime Minister, in her
inaugural address on the occasion, urged the pri-
vate sector to play a pivotal role in national devel-
opment, our nascent entrepreneurial class finally
got the tmportance that should have been theirs
much earlier However late, it is a welcome depar-,
ture from the mindset that considered private en-
terprise more as a vehicle of exploitation than as an
engine of growth. Alongwith the PM's welcome
recognition of the private sector's role, there was
the concrete step of deciding to hold regular meet-
ing — once every two months — between the
Chamber leaders and the head of the government
to exchange views on speeding up our development
process.

Begum Zia was quite eloquent in stating her gov-
¢mment's polictes that favoured the growth of pri-
viate sector. She was elaborate in mentioning the
reforms that has been brought about in various
sectors of our economy. But unfortunately she was
unable to claim, with similar eloquence, the suc-

cessiful tmplementation of her policies. And here in
lies the importance of the comment of the

Federation President Mahbubur Rahman that "We
would like to see the government in performance”.
The decision to hold regular two-monthly meeting,
we hope, we greatly help in improving the record of
implementation of policies. This is now
a widely recognised fact that in terms of macro-
economi'c policies, we have a very favourable envi-

ronment in place. Yet the reality must be faced that
we have failled to generate enough enthusiasm
among our local entrepreneurs, and as a conse-

quence much less so among foreign investors, to go
for the type of investment that we need.

According to the finance minister, the reasons
for our low growth is our low savings. This, in our
view, does not wholly explain the reluctance of our
industrialists to borrow from the banks to
set up new ventures or expand the existing ones.
The explanation here is the continued existence of
cumbersome procedures and endless bureaucratic
hurdles which can, and does, dampen the enthusi-
asm of even the most determined of our en-
trepreneurs. Then there is the more serious issue
of chaning government policies under pressure
from lobbies or mass bodies. A certain tax struc-
ture on the basis of which an industry is planned,
its feasibility judged, and finally set up with bor-
rowed money from banks, is suddenly changed to-
tally destroying the viability of the industry just set
up, thereby making it sick from the very outset.

Then there is the question of some legitimate
protection of our industries either due to their
infant’ status or because of the 'dumping policies
of other countries. On the face of it; suich protée-
tion measures could be seen as contrary to open
market policies, yet in small doses and within a
limited framework, it could give some of our indus-

tries that critical push which is so vital for them at
the initial stage. The finance minister is correct

when he say that excessive 'spoon feeding' is
harmful. We would like to argue, so is taking away

essential support too early.
The twentieth of the FBCCI marks

an important milestone in the life of our struggling
nation. The various Chambers grouped within the
national Federation, have all played important roles
in the respective areas that they represent. But the
role that they are expected to play now is far more
important than any they have played before. Never
have so much opportunity been available to them,
nor have so much responsibility rested on their
shoulders.

Pay up Your Dues

Successive US administrations have been tardy
in paying up the dues to the United Nations, some-
times due to bureaucratic bunglings and quite of-
ten to signal the world body of Washington's dissat-
isfaction with the policies pursued by the UN or
any of its agencies. _

This has happened again, judging by a letter to
President Bill Clinton by a group of 13 senators,
Democrats and Republicans, emphasising the ur-
gency of Washington paying up the overdue UN
bill. According to the letter, the Congress has so far
failed to fund Clinton's 1993 supplemental request
for 293 million dollar in the world body's peace-
keeping operation and has cut one third off of the
President's request for 620 million dollars. The
fault, therefore, lies with the Congress. However,
one may suggest that a strong pressure from the
White House may well help the Congress to pay up
the dues, without any cut, at a time when the
United Nations badly needs more funds to maintain
the momentum of its activities, especially in the
humanitarian field. A dollar less from Washington
— or anywhere else — could well mean death of a
Ehh:dmmmurmﬂomm. . It is just as simple as

t :

True, the United States contributes over 25 per
cent to regular budgets of the UN and most of its
agencies and some 30 per cent of the UN peace
keeping operation. But all this is not arbitrarily im-
posed on Washington. It is all based on a formula
that is accepted by all concerned. Again, as
Democratic Senator Carl Levin who spoke to the
press on the contents of the letter to Clinton, put it,
“The US share of peace-keeping costs next year
would equal one quarter of one per cent of the US
defence budget!”

For Washington, not to pay up the dues which
amount to not even a fraction of the US defence
budget does not improve the international
image of the Clinton administration. Let us hope
that the plea of the US senators will get the atten-

‘ion — and prompt the action — it deserves. It is
never too late to pay up the dues — to anyone!
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A translation, either

through the normal
wﬂwutlnr smuggled [in fact the
line of distinction tends to be
thin - better ne guestion
asked), is cheaper than freshly
made raws s at leading
sweetmeal shops of Dhaka
Such unheard of import
substitution of a very traditional
as well as favourite Bengall
snack food has been an awe-
some experience just a few days
prior to the announcement of
the national budget 1993 84

Bengali sweeltmeats are pop-
ular th { the subcont
nent but our part of Bengal
used to be better known for
delicacy. There were lamous
brandnames like Manda of
Muktagacha or Katchagolla of
Natore because milk, the main
ingredient, used to be available
in abundance during the flush
months of the year between
November and April/May.

No doubt the sweets are still
available but the feeling ol
plentiful supplies during flush
months are no longer Lhere
simply because population has
increased but not the produc-
tion of milk. In fact it must have
declined since within the limited
space of 55,000 squarc miles,

sture or Bathan lands ol
milkshed arcas have been
converted to lands. How
can we milk when there
is not enough rice? In addition,
we love meat as well So we
slaughter lactating animals,
practically killing the goose that
lay the golden ;

Let us therefore not pine for
the rawshogollas, freshly made
from local milk. Henceforth we
may buy the canned stufl and
cat it while reading about
simuggling in The Daily Star.

| The majority of American chil-

dren think supermarkets to be
the source of milk. They are not

aware ol cows. The ignorance is
the result of urbanization. But
inspite of being rural, our chil-
dren would perhaps consider

to be the source of milk.
In fact I discovered my four-year
old son mixing face powder with
water, trying in real earnest to

prepare a glass of milk. .

Perhaps it is better to be ig-
norant when it is folly to be
wise. Now taxes on milk pow-
der, imported in bulk have been
reduced. So powder supplies
should increase. Also Misti-
wallahs will henceforth pay no
value added tax. Thus with

The Sto

cheap powder and no VAT on
sweclmeats, our local raw-

llas should compete eflec-
t with the imported product
in Cans.

But what will happen o our
new emphasis on ry farm-
ing? How do they compete with
imported milk powder? No
problem. taxes on animal feed
imporis have also been reduced
80 that our emerging class ol
gentleman farmers could rear
the lactating animals without
suffering from tax burdens
Event . “Mistiwallah® might
have a choice between domestic
liquid milk and imported milk
powder, while consumers enjoy
the freedom of cheice — fresh
rawshogollas or in cans These
are differentiated products and
demand for them should be de
termined by consumers preler-
ence. Obviously, there must be
a premium paid for local milk
instead of milk powder and
fresh instead of canned raw

zho*lhu.
extbook Example

The situation seems W be
very similar to the perfect text
book example of an ideal fiscal
strategy leaving the free market
forces undisturbed: when actual
prices would tend Lo be
identical with corresponding
shadow values. It seems to be a
minimum tax regirhe of a com-
petitive utopia where nobody is
hurt and we all, in theory
atleast, should be eating plenty
of rawshogollas, canned or oth-
erwise.

Unfortunately, fiscal adjust-
ments in View of deep-seated
structural problems of under-
devegopment, are of marginal
importance. The response to
fiscal options will indeed be very

limited and canned rawshogol-

las would still continue to re-
main cheap unless Taka is de-
valued against Indian currency
and tmported milk will
dominate the milk market be-
cause supply shortfalls can
never be met by domestic out-
puts alone, inspite of all the
vigour and enthudiasm of gen-
tleman farmers from Savar. Like
it or not, we can never achieve
self sufficiency in milk.
However, the import levels can
be brought down for which we
need a different strategy and
that precious extra domestic
milk could make excellent raw-

The major problem that we
face In this respect is our en
demic import blas. When Lhere
was a shortage of rice in Japan
they used o import maw rice or
paddy so that the processing
could yield rice bran as a
byproduct which could be far
ther processed into edible ol
and poultry feed apart from the
main product rice. Our import
bias will always prevent us from
adopting such a self reliant
sirategy, as a result of which
import duty on ready-lo-retail
cans of milk powder used 10 be
leas than on bulk Import so that
packaging Industry can never
develop in our country High
import dulies are paid on the
plastic packaging material for
hiquid milk Indeed, truth is
stranger than fiction: there Is a
tax on domestic liguid milk
higher than the tax on imported
milk powder

but milk based
sweets did not o be as
plentiful as in D The mint-
stze rawshogollas were expen-
stve compared to what used to
be avallable at Dhaka.
Remember our jumbo size raw-
shogollas known ap atom bomb
which Calcutta consumers have
never seen. After two decades
Dhaka has changed consider-
ably. The well-known old Dhaka
sweetmeal makers have either
closed down their shops or sul-
fering from loss of business
P because milk from lo-

cal soufoes are no longer avail-
able in the ired quantities.

The scarce 13' should be con-
sumed as liguid milk rather
than wasted in the making of
Channa and Ghee. During the
same period, urban milk mar-
kets all over India have rapidly
expanded due to the success of
Operation Flood — a masstve

menis in su

What should be done now —
encourage tmport of milk pow-
der in tins, ready for consumers
to buy; or promote bulk Impgrt
and thereby develop a domestic
milk packaging industry? There
is yet a third alternattve of
heavily taxing imports of all
kinds so that domestic milk
production is encournged

There are three separate
vesied interest groups In sup
port ol the three alternatives
and it 8 diMcult for the gov
ernment to support one or the
other since there are potential
voters everywhere. In order 1o
find the right answer, let us go
back to the rawshogolla épisode
and ascertain how from short

of milk in the 1960s, export
of rawshogollas in cans was
possible.

Before and Now

Before 1965, shortage of
milk forced the imposition of a
ban on manufacture ol milk
based swerls in West Hengal so
that supply of liguid milk could
be ensured for the vulnerable

groups in the population.
During 1970s, the ban was
withdrawn with some Improve-

milk marketing. followed by en-
hancement of rural milk pro-
duction. Today al every street
corner of Calcutta, there is a
milk booth as well as abundant

supply of packet milk at grocery

stores

Naturally rawshogolla has
staged a comeback in all its
white glory It is being canned
and exported to Ba esh
where milk production has de-
clined. Perhaps with the flood of
milk due to Operation Flood,
they eat as much rawshogolias
as they can and they can what
they can't. We import milk pow-
der as well as rawshogollas and
slaughter our cows for the
meal. After all, we love the meat
as well. So why not slaughter
when milk powder can be east
imported, sometimes as free gi
from the donor countries —
thanks to the huge milk surplus
of Europe and North America.
Without any Operation Flood of
our own and given our vor-
clous appetite for both milk and
meal, what else can we expect?

The story of rawshogollas ul-
timaltely boil down to our own
dairy lopment programme
so that enough milk could be

ry of the Rawshogollas

domestically produced. It must
be noted that dairy

cannot achieve sell-sufficiency
because enough arable land to
grow lodder cannot be made
available. However, that does
not mean Increasing depen:
dence on imports. The strategy
should be 10 produce locally as
much as feasible and meet the
deficit through imports.

The traditional milkshed ar-
eas — the extremely low-lying
Moodplains — must be the focus
of attention. From November to
April, six months of the year,
these char lands are too dry for
any crop cultivation withoyt ir-
rigation. Hence a fodder crop is
planted first on the residual
moisture left by receding flood-
walers followed natural
growth of grass . A large
caltle population thrive on
Lhese so-cdlled Bathan lands of
Pabna, Nalore, Manikganj,
Tangail. Faridpur, Sylhet and
Mymensingh districts while on
the low lying chars of the
coastal belt, buffaloes are
reared. With the onset of mon-
soon, the Bathan lands all go
under water for halfl the year
when the animals are taken to
the village high grounds where

survive on a meagre ration
of stall-fed fodder and other
crop residues. Consequently,
production of milk falls very
drastically Field surveys indi-
cate that almost 70 per cent of
the milk is produced d
flush months from Huvtmhtrumlg
April when the fodder supplies
from Dathan lands are abun-
dant.

Milk-Vita Example
The MILKVITA p t of
Bangladesh Milk producers
Union Limited, was
based on collection of milk from
milkshed areas — processing
and marketing of upto 200,000
Htres of milk every day. round
the year. Obviously, milk, much
in excess of 200,000 Htres per
day was supposed to be
lected during flush months
which would be spray-dried
into powder at 1 feeder
balancing dairy established
within Pabna milkshed area
Therclore a steady market sup-
zhmu.mo Iitres per day) of
fresh and recombined milk
could be maintained t

the yrar. The project to

tablished the basic infrastruc-

under strong
pressures from vanishing
Bathan lands. What else |t
could do? Without fodder, there
cannot be any dairy cattle and
unlike milk powder or canned
rawshogollas, fodder cannot be
imported.

Given the vacuum, the gen-
tieman farmers Rave emerged to
rear dairy cattle in the vicinity
of Dhaka city. This is a naive
approach which will never suc-
ceed. We must return to milk-
shed areas, establish the viabil-

crops of quick growing maize
fodder during sitx dry months,
improve cattle bred, set up
plants to manufacture feed con-
centrates and promote veteri-
nary services. Milk production
will definitely expand — fully
utiising the facilities estab-
lished under MILKVITA or the
ke .

Still local production will not
be enough. Import business
should be made rational by en

couraging domestic kaging
industry h even

tually should expand into do

mestic manufacture of milk
powder lisell when more milk
can be produced in the milk

shed areas of the country. In
the meantime, let us enjoy
canned rawshogollas. It will re

main cheap since we do not
have enough sugar at home,
Aler all, how much sugar can
we smuggle in from India?

~Russia 1s Getting Drawn into the Tajik Civil War

USSIA seems set to fo-
liow the same policies in
Tajikistan that the for-
Union did in

mer Soviet
Afghanistan — to perhaps simi-
" 111 the fiame of protecting the
lives of some 3,500 Russian
border guards posted on the
Tajik-Afghan border, as well as
Russia's oft-cited 'geo-political
interest and its allies’, Moscow
has deployed jets, artillery,
tanks and troops along the
Tajik-Afghan frontier and begun
shelling villages in Afghanistan.

Although Russian leaders

| are still squabbling over what to

do with the situation, Mescow is
[ast getting sucked into the still
unresolved civil war in Taji-
kistan, a country with which it
does not share borders.

But some military experts in
Moscow defend Russia's present
practice of issuing stern warn-
ings that it will not remain idle
to any cross-border attacks.

"Of course, it is very attrac-
tive to argue -that the Tajik-
Alghan border is far away from
Russia and we should not let
our boys there,” says one
Russia s t here.

"But if the Islamic rebels
breach the short border on the
Amu Darya (Oxus) river, it is
very possible that ten years

lajer, we will be defending a-

border that extends f[rom
Astrkhan on the Caspian Sea to
Mengolia,” he adds. ;

Moscow can also claim it is
mcting within
#ix-ember Collective
Treaty, which includes Tajikis-
tan as well as three other
Central Asfan republics. It also
has a bilateral security agree-
ment with Tajikistan.

But the Soviet Union had
justified ts military intervention
in Afghanistan in December
1979 under the Treaty of
Friendship and Cooperation be-
tween the two neighbours,
signed a year earlier.

Article Four of the treaty
stated signatories "shall consult
with each other and take, by
agreement, appropriate mea-
sures to ensure the security,
independence and territorial in-
tegrity of the two countries”,

Just like the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics (USSR) be-
fore it, Russia is now interven-
ing in a civil conllict in another
independent country.

The terrain of Tajikistan re-
sembles Afghanistan’'s, and the
conflict there is also along simi-
lar lines: between Communists
and pro-Islamicist groups.

civil war in Tajikistan
crupted about a year ago.
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Tajik-Afghan border clash threatens to suck
Russia once more into a Central Asian

morass. Dilig
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Fellowing some meonths of in-
decisive [ighting, actively aided
by Uzbekistan, the communist-
dominated government, based
in the northern Tajik Com-
munist stronghold of Ilojand,
attacked and overpowered its
pro-lslamicist opponents in
Dushanbe, the capital.

But instead of being satisfied
with its military victory and
acting in a civilized way towards
its adversaries, with a view to

- forging national reconciliation,

the Tajtk government carried
out a bloody vendetta against
them.

It made matters worse by
secking, and getting, increased
Russian military aid in pa-
trolling the Tajik-Afghan border
on the ground that its oppo-
nents were getting and
weapons [rom the Afghan
Islamic Mujahedin. ~

Following the defeat of the
pro-lslamicist alliance and its
persecution by the government,
tens of thousands of Tajiks fled
to adjoining Afghanistan.
Among them are partisans of

Public accounts

Sir, This has a reference to a
news ftem | Star, 13th
July)] which stated that the
Parlamentary Standing Com-
mittee on Public Accounts,
chaired by Mr L K Siddigi, ob-
served in the House that differ-
ent ministries show 'serfous re-
luctance’ to settle audit objec-
tions despite repeated directives
to do so. The committee further
stated that audit reports for the
last nine years are yet to be re-
viewed by the committee.

The Parliament is wvested
with the supreme power, as the
Eplt': representative, and

have enough clout to sto
t}:mtﬂuthu-tin.mﬂ:
accounting and auditing sys-
tem. If the Parliament does not
act, it would, be failing in its

duty and trust reposed on it by

the nation.

- Here | would like to give a -

quotation from the of
Mahatma Gandhi w‘.lﬂ?i? :‘:ﬂy
relevant here. Mahatma Gandhi
said, "Carefully kept accounts
are the since qua non for any
organisation. Without properly
kept accounts it is impossible to
maintain truth in its pristine
purity.”

Shahabuddin Mahtab
Stddheswarl Road, Dhaka

HMMt at ZIA

Sir, Please refer to r news
ftem — Ansars a cabbies

-
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clash at Zia International
Airport, published a month ago.
We notice that Zia International

Airport systems have improved

to a at extent during this
pedo-.-; of BNP Government, We '

also learnt that much of the
improvement were achieved
through the personal initiative
of the State Minister for Civil
Aviation and Tourism. The
Green Channel (no to de-
clare) is a at reliel to the
tourists and businessmen, both
local and foreign.

Unfortunately, however, the
harassment caused by a gang of
touts and taxi drivers remain
unchanged. A week before the
incident | noticed one foreigner
be harassed by three touts
ins the Airport building,

Outside the Airport, immedi-
ately after leaving the gate, one
lone Middle-East returnee who
was having difficulty to manage
his various | was virtu-
ally gher , pushed and
E:I:d‘ to different directions at

by 10 people (tax{ drivers
or their helpers). | also noticed
that a group of foreigners were
watching the incidents with dis-
gust.

Immediately after passi
the Green Channel and the #
Gate almost all the passengers
and specially the hmﬂyflﬂ
subject to this unnecessary ha-
rassment. This is the first im-
pression our country produces
to a foreign visitor! Tf-: busi-
nessmen or foreign Investors
within the hours of landing at

Zia International Airport will
surely count minus point in
taking decision whether to in-
vest In this country or not. |
have never seen such type of
harassment at many other in-
ternational airports. | am sure

- that the State Minister knows

all about it and he has
tried his best, too but... -

However, | would like to sug-
gest that Zia International
Airport should have only au-
thorised tourist guides with
proper licence and o
should be allowed to m
offer help to the foreign visitors.

Biman should organise a taxi
service with good taxis and taxd
drivers for arriving passengers
by operating taxi booth at the
airport lounge. Through the
Detective Branch/any other
high- powered intelligemce ser-
vice, the touts should be identi-
fled and arrested. Visitors are
crowding at the lou

where space is rmﬂlﬁ
them. The fee for visitors may
be revised to Tk 100/= to limit
their number till a spacious
lounge could be arranged in the
greater interest of presenting

Bangladesh to the foreign visi-
tors after their air travels. There
are many areas the need further
improvements.

Finally, something must be
done now to stop this harass-
ment at Zia Internalional

Alrport.

S | Dewan
Banan{, Dhaka

(
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the Islamic Renaissance Party
(IRP), the most militant of the
ruling communists’ opponents.

To get even with the govern-
ment in Dushanbe, IRP parti-
sans and others resorted to at-
tacking Tajik targets across the
frontier. Until June, their ac-
{ions were small-scale. A month
later, sources in Dushanbe and
Moscow said the rebels esca-
lated their attacks, with one
raid on Jul 13 resulting in the
deaths of 90 rebels and 22
Russian border guards.

This infuriated Moscow.
Disregarding the history of the
disastrous Soviet involvement
in Afghanistan, which resulied
in 15,000 Soviet deaths, and
reversing his earlier policy of

4

not getting directly involved in
the Tajik civil conflict, Russian
President Borts Yeltsin decided
Lo raise the stakes.

Such cross-border conllicts

hawve happened clsewhere —

most notably. across lsracls
borders. The hisiory of |sracli-
Lebanese frontier raids, involv-
ing Palestinlans and lLebanese

gucrrillas, provides a cautionary
Lale

The attacks started in small
scale. Bul as Israel retallated
with air raids and artillery fire,
the guerrillas escalated their
raids.

Alter years of tit-for-tat at-
tacks, Israel was able to have a
scmblance of security along its
northern border only by creat-
ing a security zone inside

n. It did so largely by

fostering and sustaini a
Lebancse-manned force led
the South Lebanon Army.

The question now is whether

or not the Tajik government — *

alone or in conjunction with

Moscow — Is In a position to
create a sccurity zone inside

Alghanistan. The problems are
immense, starting with the

Ta m-Alzhl.n border which is
IAOO. tHomelres hnl-rmdl

Ethnfc Tajfks live on beoth'
sides of the border The
Dus hanbe t does not

have full control over Badak-
hshan Autonemous Region,
which takes up 45 per cent of
Tajik territory and has a long
frontier with Af| istan.

The Kabul government also
lacks full control over all of
Alghanistan.

Within Tajikistan, the
strength of the Islamicist op-
position is considerable. In
November 1992 its presidential
candidate won 34 per cent of

-the popular vote. Thus, say ob-

servers, Moscow should help
bring about rapprochement
between the warring Tajiks in-
stead of adding to border ten-

The election is over. Panel
sheets lie crumpled- and dis-
carded, sltagnating in pools left
behind by the monsoon rains.
Faces ol candidates starc out at
the passing populace and will
continue o do so Lill they too
are marred and disfigured and
finally washed away. In the
meantime, the result has been
declared. The student [ront of
the ruling party has won and
now all that remains arc Lhe
viclory marches mnd slogans
and, of course, the incvitable
anointing of Lhe victorious with
the ritual paint.

Scven ycars ago, afler over
twenty of living abroad, |

to rcturn and famil-
jarise mysell with OWT coun-
try again. | knew that the best
way to link up with my roots
was to return not'to Dhaka but
lo some district town where the
pace was sure to be less hectic
and life more reflective of the
actual realities of this country.
Certainly more so than a cos-
mopolitan capital gone berserk
in its avid search for the Uinscls
of wealth and status. It wils a
wise choice, for it has given me
the opportunity to study this
land at a more micro than
macro level and the clectjon
process at the local college this
year is a case in point. But
what has been leamil? And doces
it fill me with joy or despair?

. Let us consider the top
for th¢ moment — that, of the
college
living all those years abroad has
made me a hard task-master,
given to demanding nothing but
the besf in terms of sincerity

{ and honesty. But even by that

harsh yardstick, the one candi-
date who stood head and

VP. | must confess that

the t of college VP. lle re-

me, above all, of those

ecarlicr days when candidates

had to be of the soundest of cal-
fore — both intellectually and
morally. And although it's true
that he belonged to Chhatra
League, he was, In reality,
much more than that for in his
prevailing role as the college
GS, he was equally helpful to
all. Irrespective of which party
they happened to support. In
the eyes of most it made him,
therefore, the ideal choice for
this year's VP, despite the fact
that he wasn't a Muslim. In
fact, it scemed not to matter in
the least. But then, on the way
to the polls, an odd thing hap-
pened. Just a week prior to it, a
s rumour be Lo circu-
late. At first it Was as faint as

the first wisp of smoke in the .

midst of a forest — too gos-
samcr lo presage Lhe inferno
ahead.

Each year, al about this
time, the 'Ganga Jal' ceremony
takes place and it is normally a

. colourful and amiable alfair.

This yecar promised to be no

diffcrent. Not till, that is. a

strangcr appearcd at a shop
fronting the central mosque and
askcd the shopkecper 1o hand
over a piece of paper to the Jocal
Imam. There was nothing sinfs-
ter about the ment. It was
only the usual eourtesy-call in-
vitation to the festival est-
ing help and cooperation — a
polite and formal gesture that
would have fone unnoticed in
less paranoic times. Howewer,
that wasn't to be the case on
this lar occasion. Almost
imperceptibly, the plot alo

n
with the smoke thickened lng-
before one knew what had hap-

ned, the strange mecssenger
evolved into the college VP

turbed by su

e

Anatomy of a College Election

candidate and his motive, far

from being innocuous, was_be-
ing interpreted by ve inter-
csis as an attempt to humiliate
the Imam in particular and all
Muslims in gtneral. This
cleventh hour rumour_spread
like wildflirc through the college
campus and had ils incvilable
conscqucences. The candidate,
till then the idcal choice, be-
camc a lcper and was soundly
thrashed at the polls. ‘F

| draw no conclusions as to
the original source of the ploy
but find mysell grecatly dis-
bscquent cvents.
On the'day following the decla-
ration of the results, a high
ranking official [they barely
come higher), presiding over a
victory 'milad’, was quoted in
the local Dainik Thikana as
having made this rather in-
flammatory remark: "It isn't just
a viclory for Chhatra Dal. It is a
victory for all Muslimsl” What
cqually disturbs me is to read
the words of the most famous
Minister of all who is quoted In
The Daily Star (7-8-93) as hav-
ing said: "Ne hypocricy in the
name of religion is to be allowed
in this country. We do not want
to indulge in the politics of reli-

gion but are pledgebound to
establish religion in 6ur poli-

tics.”
" The mind doesn't just find
that confusing. It boggles. One
final footnole in connection with
the clection. It is generally ac-
cepled that the fundamentalist
riy has over 250 voles at its
command. Of these, only 27
were placed at the disposal of
their candidate for VP. The
question that begs to be asked
is obvious: "‘Where did the rest

go?

Shaf Rahman
Char Kamlapur, Faridpur

shoulders over the rest was the
opposition party’s nominee for




