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Labour Minister at FBCCI discussion

Growth of industry needs
people's buying power

By Staff Correspondent

Minister for Labour and Ma-
Abdul Mannan Bhutyan
Thursday said the eountrys
industrial secter cannot be
made profitable unless a larger
local market is created through
increasing the purchasing
ca of the

Fl.:?tiaﬂ rrﬂﬁtﬂ'f:grl of the
workers and employees did not
increase in accordance with the
increase in the productivity,
although wages had increased
several fold in amount.

The minister was addressing
as chief guest the fourth session
of the two-day National Conve-
ntion of Businessmen, organ-
ised by the Federation of Bang-
ladesh Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FBCCI), yesterday
at Hotel Sonargaon.

Expressing “his optimism
about an immediate mprove-
ment in the industrial relations
in the country, he said labour
problem was not the only prob-
lem of industnialisation. There
were some more acule problems
which were affecting the prof-
itability of the industrial units,
he added.

Mannan Bhuiyan also term-
ed the existing labour laws
'defective’ and said that a law
commission had been set up
comprising representatives from
the government, employers and
employecs to amend the labour
laws. The commission had met
scveral times and a draft of the
law would be prepared soon, he
said.

He also assured the busi-
nessmen that the government

Zahiruddin
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Beximco Group Sohel F Rah-
man, while industrialist Rashid-
ul-Hasan presented a paper on
Industrial Advancement in
Bangladesh and its Contribu-
tion to the Economy —1973-
1993.

“The ministers or the bu-
reaucrals must remember that
business or development is be-
ing done by the people,” Zahir-
uddin said, and added, "The
Business of the government is

governance, not doing busi-
ness.”
The Planning Ministecr

pointed out that reforms o en-
courage and reward honesty,
efficiency and enterprise would
be intreduced in the banking
sector. He said, "We no longer
want to see that it is easier Lo
do business illegally than in the
normal way."

Zahiruddin Khan revealed
that a private sector commitiee
would be formed soon for the
business people to discuss their
problems with the Prime
Minister directly and regularly.

FBCCI President Mahbubur
Rahman told the minister that
there was always a gap between
policy and its implementation
and sq4id, "We want to see Lhe
government in action, now!

FBUTA
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Jointly signed by Prof
Khandaker Mustahidur Rah-
man, president FBUTA and Dr
Abdur Rahim, general secretary,
the statement also called for a
social resistance against ter-
rorism in the educational arena.

Attended by representatives
from all the universities, the
meeting also warned the gov-
ernment against changing the
1973 Universities Ordinance
without prior consent of the-
FBUTA and other teachers' as-
sociations.

Afghan FM
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home of Tajik refugecs, Arsala

He urged a t approach by
Afghanistan, Tajtkistan, Russia

and Uzbekistan to find a poliu-
cal settlement and appealed to
Dushanbe's neo-communisl
regime to open lalks with all
branches of the opposition. .

Twa Tajik Islamic chiefs in
exile in Afghanistan meanwhile
told a Moscow newspaper they
were ready to negotiate, but
“exclusively with Russian.”

Sald Abdulokhi Nuri of the
Islami Rebirth Movement and
chief Muslim leader Akhbar
Turadzhonzoda said the current
lcadership here was “worth
nothing without Moscow and
would not last two days without
Russian aid. * could not
ooy mssgusd S

it is no longer poss
for us 10 believe him.”

They were mt against cis
border guards, | Ru-
side
of the border with Afghanistan,
but felt a stronger CIS military
input simply bolstered the
present regime, “which is using
Russian bayonets to eliminate
its own adversaries.”

would not increase the of

- labourers unless productlivity

was increased.

The Labour Minister stressed
the need for developing the
country's human resources,
saying thal it was a pre-requi-
site for the tolal development of
the country.

"We have a large number ol

unemployed people. Besides |

there is lack of skilled man-
" he said.

The fourth session was
presided over by M Yunus, for-
mer president of the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI), while S H
Kabir and Syed Manzur Elahi
presented two key-note

Ali,Ashral, Redwan hhmed
MP, Haji Mohammad Ali, Man-
gur Ahmed, Taher Sobhan,
Obaidur Rahman, Shamsuddin
Ahmed and other noted busi-
nessmen and industrialists
participated in the discussion.

Zahid terms
Aug 15
'victory day’

National Democratic Party
Jeader Anwar Zahid yesterday
castigated the Awami League for
declaring August 156 as ‘'moum-
ing da'y and said it had traded
the country's sovereignty while
in power, reports UNB.

Addressing a public meeting
at the Dainik Bangla crossing in
the city, he termed August 15
as 'victory day’ for the nation.
The Bharatiya Dalal Protirodh
Committee sed the meet-
ing demanding ban on the poli-
tics of the ‘identified Indian
agents and Awami axis.’

The NDP leader observed
that Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
was killed because he himself
had killed thousands of political

opponents, snatched the politi-
cal rights of the . buried
democracy and so out the
country's lnd:p:ndenqe to
India.

He said the August chan-
geover in 1975 gave Sheikh
Hasina the opportunity to de-
mand trial of Mujib's killers, but
none, including the parents of
Siraj Sikder, could come up
with similar demands.

Jamaat leader Abdul Kader
Mollah s
dubbed the government
‘subservient to India’ and ac-
cused it of providing all help to
India for turning the country
into its market.

Freedom Party
(retd) Bazlul Huda alleged

leader Major
that

when the Pakistan Army
cracked down on the of
this country, Sheikh Mujib had.

surrendered to the Pakistani
autlhorities while the other AL
leaders fled away. The bewil-
dered people had built a resis-
tance when Ziaur Rahman gave
the call for independence, he
said.

KSP Leader A S M Solaiman
called upon all to identify the
'Indian agents’ and resist them,

The meeting was pres
over by Golam Halfiz, convenor
of the committee.

BCL demands
radio, TV
programmes
on Mujib
By Staff Correspondent

The Chhatra League, stu-
dents front of the AL, Thursday,
demonstrated near the National
Broadcasting Authority office at
Shahbagh in the city demand-
ing of programmes on Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man on 15.

Police inte ted the de-
monstrators at Shahbagh
crossing where they sat on the
street chanting varfous anti-

t slogans.

Chhatra League leaders, in-
cluding Shafiqul Alam, Nirmal
Ranjan Guha, Igbal Hossain
Apu and Pankaj Debnath, while
addressing the gathering there,
accused all the post- ‘75 gov-
ernments of broadcasling

and “distorted” facts on
country's War of Liberation
and of completely denying
Bangabandhu's contributions
towards the nation.

The state-owned radio and
television had been turned Into

wnmhmnu of the rulers,

The students warned that
the government must shoulder
responsibilities of the conse-

quence for not airing any pro-
on hu on

gramme

August 15, the day of his as-

sassination.
Earlier, the Chhatra League

workers held two rallies in the

city.

peaking at the rally

[reTn———— RS = - a

Dr Kamal Hossain addressing the convenors of district and
Forum in the city yesterday. Advocate Zahirul Islam, Matiur Rah

are seen on his left.

Attendance
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against the party

When asked for his rcac-
tions, Dr Kamal declined to
comment on the remarks made
by the Awami League GS, say-
ing he would react to the com-
ments only afller the six-day
mourning of the Al.

"None should make Tt-‘lnﬂrkﬂ
that mar such solemn pro-
grammes,” he added.

The Jatir Pitar Mrittyu
Barshiki Palon-O-Smriti Rak-
kha Committee (National Mour-
ning Commitlee) has charted a
six-day programme at Tungi-
para marking the death anni

versary ol Bangabandhu.
Awami L::ggue chiel and

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina in-
augurated the programmes on
Tuesday.

The functions, to last until
August 15 — the day Mujib was
killed in a military putsch in
1975 — include milad mahfils,
feeding the destitute and dis-
cussions.

Hasina, accompanicd by
nearly all the central leaders of
the Awami League, placed
wreaths at the mazar of her [a-
ther and offered faicha.

Dr Kamal Hossain, poel
Sufia Kamal, former Chief
Justice Kemaluddin Hossain,
poet Shamsur Rahman, Profe-
ssor Zillur Rahman Siddiqui,
Prof Rehman Sobhan, M R
Akhtar Mukul and Dr Tolazzal
Karim are expecled to take part
in the discussions at Tungipara
on Saturday and Sunday.
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thana units of the Democratic

man and Shamsuddoha, MP,
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Dr Kamal, allies study draft
on politics, economy
By Staff Correspondent

A 'mini-convention organ-
ised by the preparatory commil-
tee for the Grand National Con-
vention of Dr. Kamal Hossain
and his allies, began discussion
on a draft document on the
country's political and economic
situation.

The two-day mini-convention
began yesterday aflternoon at a
Motijheel restaurant with con-
venor of the preparatory com-
mittee Dr Kamal Hossain in the
chair. .

About 200 delegates, includ-
ing representatives from 60 dts-
tricts, and leaders of the CPB
(reformist), NAP, JSD (Siraj),
Gano Azadi League and some
other parties, attended the

Some individuals were

+ also invited to attend the mini-

convention.

The mecting (s expected to
exchange views and discuss the
floating of a new political party
during the forthcoming three-
day Grand National Convention
beginning in Dhaka August 27.

In his introductory speech,
Dr Kamal said that the National
Convention should come out
with specific guidelines to cure
the country’s 'sick’ politics and
give the people a sense of direc-
tion at this critical juncture.

CPB (reformist] president
Saifuddin Ahmed Manik, NAP
General Secretary Pankaj Bha-

ttacharya, JSD leader Shajahan
Sira) MP, and AMA Mubhit,
Barrister Amirul Islam, Nur-
Murshed, and others took
part in the discussions on the
draft document placed by
Advocate Zahirul Islam.
The meeting resumes al 9
this morning.

Special drive

482 arrested
in Barisal
From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Aug 12: Police, in
a special drive, arrested 482
persons, including 128
Sarbahara Party activists, from
different districts of the divi-
sion

Jointly conducted by the
Armed Police Battalion, the
Bansal Range Reserve Police
and district police, the month-
long special drive started on
July 25 with a view to nabbing
the outlaws and wanted crimi-
nals.

Of the Sarbahara
arrcsted. 107 are from Barisal
district.

DIG Ziauddin told The Daily
Star Lthat because of the on-go-
ing operation, the number ol
criminal activities is decreasing
in Barisal Division.

Hawkers urgantud a ‘mass hungﬂ* st

L3,

A .

protesting their recent eviction from city streets.

ke’ in front - of the Nntmnal Press Club yesterday

— Star photo '

Nigerians start civil disobedience

LAGOS, Aug 12: Security
forces patrolled near-empty str-
ects Thursday and helicopters
hovered above Lagos, wmcﬁ
a virtual ghost town as people
stayed home to protest the
military dictatorship's refusal to
relinquish power, reports AP.

Human rights groups called
the three-day general strike,
beginning Thursday, to oppose
the nt of Gen [brahim
Babangida, who voided the
June 12 presidential election
that was to return Nigeria to
civilian rule after a decade of
military dictatorship.

Businesses were closed and
strects were deserted in the na-
tion's biggest city, home to more
than 6 million people and a
normally bustling place with all-
day traffic jams,

Thousands of police and
troops combed the city and
guarded highway bridges, but
there was no immediate
of the ferocious rioting that
broke out last month during a
similar three-day protest. More
than 100 people reportedly died
in Lagos during the unrest.

At least three people carrying
ant-government signs were ar-

rested carly Thursday after they
tried to set fire to a pile of tires,
but no other incidenls were
immediately reported.
Government-controlled radio
threatened people by reporting
in its morming newscast that
several companies planned to

fire employees who took part in
the strike. .

But co appeared to- -
tal, although some people mighl
have stayed ho uut of I'ﬂr nl'
more violence.

ernment hulldihgl were d:—
serted. Foreign embassies also
were closed.

The situation was simflar in

Ibadan, a city of nearly 1| million
ple about 60 miles (100

) to the north. But it

was unclear whether people

Lﬁutldp-.ﬂn g in the strike
er of the nation,
whert trd rivalries usually
transcend political disputes.
Lagos and Ibadan are hotbeds
of anti-Babangida sentiment.
"This is just the beginning.”

said Clement Nwankwo, head of
the Constitutional Rights Pro-
ject, one of the 41 groups that
called the strike.

“If President Tbrahim Baba-

ngida does not lcave as he has
repcatedly told the world he
will, then he should be ready for
a full challenge from civil soci-

The French newspaper
Humanite reported Thursday
that Babangida is having his
Riviera villa spruced up in an-
tictpation of self-exile in France.
Two swimming pools and a

" tennis court are being built at

the villa north of Cannes, the
Communist Party newspaper
said.

The French Foreign Ministry
sald Babangida has not re-

quested a visa,

Rallies banned r-.it

Jinnah’s mazar

KARACHI, Aug 12: Karachi
authorities today banned In-
dependence Day rallies at the
mausoleum of Pakistan's foun-
der Mohammad Ali Jinnah,
reports Reuter.,

Former Prime Ministers
Nawaz Sharifl and Benazir
Bhutto, the chief rivals In elec-
tions scheduled for October 6,
had both planned to stage ral.
lies there on Saturday.

—

.1

Call to resist
communal,
terrorist groups
From Our Correspondent

TUNGIPARA (Gopalganj),
Aug 12: Speakers on the third
day of a week-long series of dis-
cussions in observance of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman's 18th death anniver-
sary here called for resisting the
communal and terrorist groups
with a view to establishing rule
of law in the country.

For the establishment of rule
of law, they said, the Cons-
titution must be free from all
kinds of black laws, including
the Indemmnity Act.

Held at the G P High School
ground under the chatfrmanship
of Sheikh Abdullah, the meeting
was addressed by former Jus-

| lice K M Sobhan, Profl Kabir
| Choudhury, Abdul Kader Sid-

digui BU, Prof Sirajul Islam
Chouhury and others.

K M Sobhan, in his speech,
remarked that the communal
forces were holding the govern-
ment hostage and were disturb-
ing communal in the
socicty. These evil lorces had
emerged soon after Bangaban-
dhu was murdered ‘the
state-backed terrorists,’ said
adding “Since then the law had

' not been allowed to take its own
| course.”

- local Awami

Prol Kabir Choudhury said
that the process of denying
Bangabandhu's contributions
started soon afler his assassi-
nation. But none can .upgrm
the (act that u s
the architect inde pendent
Bangladesh, he commented.

Teknaf-Cox's Bazar
bus services

suspended
By Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, Aug 12:
Transport services between
Teknafl and Cox's Bazar re-
mained for the third
conscecutive day following an
untoward incident on August
10.

The trouble ensyed after a
leader had
an altercation with a member of

. the South Arakan Bus Owners

Partymen |

il i

Association threc days ago.

Following the incident, an
agitated mob put up a barricade
at Courtbari on the Teknafl-
Cox's Bazar road, which was
withdrawn fo " interven-
tion of the Superintendent of
Police.

Bus and coach owners have
suspended their services de-
manding an 'unconditional
a from the person in
wwhgnwmﬂmFMMﬂ

jeeps and microbuses for carry-

INg passengers.

Thana Magistracy
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matter and formulate a policy in

this

When contacted, authori-
tative source told The Daily Star
that the Law Ministry was not
in favour of reversing the deci-

unia, Swandip, Satkania, Pa-
tiya, Nabinagar, Durgapur,

Bajltpur Bhanga, Hatiya, and

The Chowki Courts in the
remote places of the country
had mainly civil jurisdiction
over particular arcas. Bul these
were also empowered to try
ccriain types of criminal cases.

Civil and Magistrate Courts
al the thana level were set up
by the Ershad regime with effect
from 20 April, 1983.

Serbs threaten

From Page 1 Col 5
A United Nations man
in Sarajevo said that Serb
forces were continuing to pull
out from Mount [gman but were
still present in large numbers
on the hill overlooking the city.

Cnmmndcr Barry Frewer .

told s : "We have mtn
firmed are continuing
withdraw. A number have with-
drawn to Pale but there are still
sizeable forces on Igman.”

The United States warned on
Wednesday that continued oc-

cupation of two strategic moun-
tains by Bosnian Serbs could
trigger NATO air strikes.

Meanwhile General B -
mont, met NATO officers in [taly
today to discuss possible air
:Irikn against rebel Serbs,
Briquemont's chiefl General
Jean Cot said.

Briquemont was visiting the
NATO air base’in Vicenza, Italy,

{ for consultations on air rajds.

== . . E——— o

The Midnight File

Tajik-Afghan summit

DUSHANBE (Tajikistan), Aug 12 Tajikistan and Afghanistan
agreed today that their leaders would hold a summit meeting

to resolve a conflict over their
rebels failed to free five hostages Anatoly

border but talks with Tajik
Chechulin, com-

mander of Russian troops guarding the border, told journalists
the first stage of negotiations to free the captive soldiers, lour
Russians and a Kazakh, had been unsuccessful. reports Reuter

Karadzic denies report

GENEVA, Aug 12: Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic
denied an Austrian news report today that he had threatened to
launch nuclear strikes on Europe if the West intervened

militarily in Bosnia.

"He said nothing of the kind,”

his

spokesman Jovan Zametica told reporters in Geneva where
Karadzic met international mediators at talks on the ethmnic

division of Bosnia, reports Reuter

JP dissident
demands

council session

By Staff Correspondent

A dissident member of the
Jatlya Party yesterday de-
manded holding of a council
session of the party in a bid to

defuse the i ‘tense situa
tion’ inside the party.
M Sajjad Hossain, ex-Joint

Organising Secretary of the
party, al a press conferenoe  at
the National Press Club, said
that a large section of the lead
ers and workers were fed up
with the present leadership who
were making the party a B
team of the Awami Leaguc.
Hossain has recently
boen relieved of his responsibil

ity by acting chiel ol the party
Mizanur Rahman Chowd hury

Replying (o a question re
his locus standl vis a
vis holding a press conference,
he said that he had cornsulted a
number of leaders before meet
ing the journalists.

He said Barrister Moudud
Ahmed, Shah Moazzem Hos
sain, Razia -Falz, Ma)] (Retd]
Manzur Kader and Golam
Sarwar Milon were all in favour
of holding an immediate na
tional council of the party

Moudud Ahmed and Moa-
zem Hossain, when contacted
declined 1o comment.

Shalikashvili to
succeed Powell

WASHINGTON, Aug 12: US
Presidemnt Bill Clinton will
nominate Army General John
Shalikashvili to succeed Gene-
ral Colin Powell as Chairman ol
the Joint Chiefs of Stafl, the
nation's highest military pest,
administration sources said on
Wednesday, reports Reuter.

JS body
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The members of the parlia-
mentary commitice showed
keen interest in different as
pects of map-making and ex
pressed their confidence in the
present working arrangements

of the project
The Foreign Minister in-

formed the Parllament mem-
bers, that the project, when
completed, would totally revolu-
tonise the mapping system of
panglsdesh and replace Lhe ex
isting maps which were pre
pared in 1911 by the then
Surveyor OGeneral of British
India

Abdus Samad Azad MP, and
Tolael Ahmed MP of the Awami

League. Major (Retd) Hallz
Uddin Ahmed MP, Mohamimad
Shahjahan Omar MP, and

Mohammed All Jinnah MP of
the BNP were present

BDR firing incident
Probe body records
testimony

By Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Aug 12: The judi
cial enquiry commitiee, formed
in connection with the BDR
finng incident in which five vil-
lagers were shot at Telikhat of
Jakiganj thana. began its work
yesterday .

The commission recorded
the testimony of three cye-wil
nesses at the Sylhet circuit
House yesterday.

The commission will also
visit the place of eccurrence for
taking testimony of spot wit-
NESSEs .

The one-man commission,
formed with Anwarul Hag,
District and Sessions Judge,
Kishoreganj, will stay in Sylhet
till August 16, an official source
informed. .

' Special Drive for Gas Line Disconnection
of All Defaulting Consumers Including
Govt & Autonomous Establishments

With a view to realising the arrears, the
special drive for gas line disconnection of all
defaulting consumers, including govt & autono-
mous establishments, has been started from 31-
7-93. In this first special drive of 1993-94 financial
year, total 01 industnal, 06 commeraial, 401
domestic (982 kitchens) connections have been
didconnected up to 11-8-93.

All esteemed consumers are requested to pay
the arrear gas bills immediately and show the
payment receipt to the disconnection squad on
the place of gas use. On production of the bill
payment receipt by the disconnected consumer
at the concerned zone/office of the company by
7-00 pm on the day, steps will be taken for
immediate restoration of his line.

If the reconnection is not taken within
3 (three) months of disconnection, the gas line
will be permanently disconnected with cancella-
tion of gas supply contract. '

Pay the gas bill in time and abstain from any

sort of illegal gas use.

Titas Gas Transmission & Distribution
Company Limited
(A Subsidiary Company of Petrobangla)

Complaints & Emergency Phones : 232200,
232172, 258462, 81213542
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