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Ball gets rolling today

Navana cricket
from November 1
Sports Reporter

Navana Premier Diviston
cricket league will begin this
year from November 1 as the
Bangladesh Cricket Control
Board (BCCH) plans te be
through with the domestic sea-
son to ensure amooth prepara;
tion for the lorthcoming 1CC
trophy.

Yesterday, a meeting of the

committee with repre-
sentatives of all but two
discussed matters rclated to
carly of the season
which is to be fired
away with the beginning of tra-
ditional curtain raiser 15th
Damal Summer cricket tour-
nament from the first week of
October.

A plan to :I-“Lrl:uu the gate
money among the participating
clubs is on the anvil, the details
of which await finalisation in
the next meeting of the commit-
tee on August 16,

The meeting is expeoted to
take decision about the quota of

this year and the
future of the pool system intro-
duced last year. Every team was
allowed to have the services of
maximum of three national
players and although contro-
versy raged over the decision

tnitially pl::l and club played

Although it would
be tantamount o
the proverbial he-
adlong rush of the
fools where an-
gcls fear to tread,
one prediciion will always hold
good — Abahant Krira Chakra
will try their best to avoid the
memories of June 11 as the
league champions take on
Public Works Department
(PWD) at 6:30 pm in the second
match of the second round ol
the Star Premier DPivision
football league at the Dhaka
Stadium today .

League champions Abahani,
who gol a new lease of life on
August 4 following a 2-1 victory
over arch-rivals Mohammedan
Sraﬂlng Club in the last match
of the first round engagements,
began their quest of a second
treble of league championships
on a most unconvincing note as
unfancied PWD held t to a
one-all draw on the tnaugural
day of the year's bifid Senior
Division soccer league.

It was true test case of the
adage morning shows the day
as Abahani kept on toddling
since June ] 1.

Warl snatched a point from
them in an entertaining two-all
encounter. Rahmatganj of all

Sports Reporter

teams, whe are almost certain
w face relegation to Star First
Division league, then held the
skyblues hard. Abahani, cham-
pions for the last two years, lost
their third point as the scrappy,
tense match ended In a goalless
dfaw to underline thal going
would be tough even for the big
teams in this year's lten-team
Premier league.

Brothers Undon, who also
got off to a nightmarish start,
losing their league opener to
Wart by a solitary goal then
deltivered Abahani the blow
they could ill afford near the
end of the first phase with every
team lotted to play nine ma-
iches each.

They beat Abahant 3-2 to
end their 49 match unbeaten
run but in the very next maich
Abahani tumed around to beat
lcague leaders Mohammedans
in a trouble-marred encounter
to turn a significant corner.

Mohammedans are still the
league leaders with 14 points
from nine matches but Abahant
have reduced their three-point
gap with them to just one and
on the eve of the much deferred
second round maintain a close
second position with Brothers
Union with each having col-
lected 13 points from nine
matches.

The return  league twice
fafled to get started on lime,
Scheduled to begin on August
8 it was first delayed because of
the short supply of policemen.

Organisers DMFA put it off a
second time from August © as

referees refused o enter the
grounds without ellectual as-
surance about their security as
the stadium remained tense
following the decision of the
league committee among other
measures to suspend national
and MSC custodian Syed
Hassan Kanan for six matches
for his invelvement in the
August 4 match between Moh-
ammedans and Abahant.

THAI STRIKER

Samart Narksumpurana, a
23-year-old Thai striker will
play for Arambagh Krira San-
gstha, who take on Victoria
Sporting Club today in the day's
first match scheduled for a
4:30 start. The registration for-
malities of the player, who re-
portedly plays for Sasana FC of
Bangkok, was completed yes-
tegday. Narksumparana will
soon be joined by two more
compatriots as the Arambagh
officials are all set to bring in a
defender and a goalkeeper from
Thailand.

‘M United aim to

LONDON, Aug 11:
Manchester Uni-
ted await the ope-
ni of the mew

SOCCET S¢-
ason this weekend

It is time to move on lo-
wards the next destination.
Hopefully the next stop will
bring either the European Cup,
the retention of the title, or

Monaco beat
Bordeaux 3-2

MONACO, Aug 11: Monaco
beat Bordeaux 3-2 in the

through the first hall, reports
AFP.
Sencgalese striker Simba, up
front in place of injured German
Jurgen Klinsmann, scored with
two spectacular scissor kicks to
boost the club from the princi-

Coach Arsene Wenger's sum-
mer dealings in the transfer
market paid dividends as Sim-
ba, Nigerian [kpeba, and Bel-
gian Enzo Scifo, had Bordeaux’s

Though Monaco cleverly
used the acres of space on the
wings, it was Bordeaux who
scored nst the run of play
in the eighth minute.

Complacency had entered
gy, Metped by & el
Dugarry, helped by a
found the net with a sweet left-
foot shot from the edge of the
area.

But lacklustre defending
from Bordeaux cost them dear
in a whirlwind 10 minutes

Four minutes later in the
21st minute, lkpeba surged
to the -line and

throu
mﬁmmhm;bymt:'

a deflection off
Huard's shou ;

Sitmba made 1t 3-1 teo
Monaco minutes later,

both,” he said.

"I have watched in recent
years how clubs who have won
the title followed up with a rela-
tively mediocre season in the
league. But it is not in my own
nature to relax, to let things
drift.

“I don't intend to take my
foot off the pedal, but the ques-
tion is can the players retain
the same hunger?”

Ferguson knows what it
takes to win in Europe after
United captured the Cup
Winners' Cup in 1991.

He added one player in the
close season — Keane,
considered to be the most tal-
ented midficlder in the country
and who cost an English record
3.75 million pounds (5.56 mil-
lion dollars) from Nottingham
Forest.

Ferguson expects his main
opponents to be Arsenal, 1092

pions Leeds United, a re-
vived 1. who Iﬂvl;dnd&nd
English international Nigel Clo-
ugh and defender Neil Ruddock,

and Sheflicld Wednesday, who

bought England defender Des
Walker from Italy's
Arsenal, winners of the
FA Cu League Cup last
mnrh':i added midlielder
Eddie McGoldrick from Crystal
Palace. They won the league -
tle in 1989 and 01. .
Wednesday were beaten by
Arsenal in the two Wembley fi-

scale twin peak

nals last season and they fin-
ished seventh in the league af-
ter losing 13 games. The arrival
of Walker should ensure fewer
defeats. Title runners-up Villa,
who went so close to denying
United, have also strengthened
their side.

Manager Ron Atkinson has
added Chelsea captain Andy
Townsend in midficld and Guy
Whittingham, last season'’s top
goalscorer in the First Division
with 47 for Portsmouth.

Former Manchester United
star Steve Coppell, who quit as
Crystal Palace manager when
they were relegated last season,
does not believe United will re-
tain the title. He thinks they will
be distracted and stretched by
European Cup ties and picks ei-
ther Liverpool or Arsenal.

"My head tells me Arsenal,
but my gut tells me Liverpool,”
he said. "For once they start
with something to prove. Mana-
ger Graeme Souness has filled
two obvious holes with Clough
and Ruddock and with =a
revitalised John Barnes can
cause a shock.”

United open the defence of
their title away to Norwich on
Sunday.

The new season could make
or break three talented man-
agers, Ossie Ardiles, Glenn
Hoddle and Kevin Keegan,
charged with lifting Tottenham,
Chelsea and ncwly-promoted

Neweastle respectively to former
glorious heights,

Former Argentine interna-
tional Ardiles returns to his first
English club spurs with the dii-
ficult task of healing the
wounds opened by the acrimo-
nious sacking of General Mana-
ger Terry Venables by chairman
Alan Sugar.

Hoddle, another Tottenham
old boy who walked out on
Swindon after taking them into
the Premier League for the first
time, is expected to injeel new
ideas at Chelsea with his brand
of swift, passing soccer.

Former Liverpool and Eng-
land captain Keegan has revi-
talised a despairing Newcastle
side and returned f[ootball
fervour to the city.

Swindon, minus their man-
agerial maestro, will probably
be.among the sides battling a
relegation. Others are likely to
include fellow newcomers West
Ham and perennial strugglers
Oldham, Southampton and
Sheflicld United.

There will be tension at In-
ternational level as England
fans wait to see if their side can
qualify for next year's World

Cup finals.
England, their confidence
sapped by recent disastrous

results, need to beat Poland and
San Marino and at least draw
with the Netherlands, to suc-
coed.

Sport

MASON, Obhio,
Aug 11: Unheral-
ded American
Doug Flach will
® always remember

' his 23rd birthday
on Tucsday as the day he upset
lvan Lend! in the second round
of the 1.65 million dollar ATP
Championships, reports Reuter.

“Obviously, I'm real excited,”
said the 177th-ranked Flach
after defeating the fiflth-seeded
Lend] 7-6 (7-4), 2-6, 6-2.

Flach, whose older brother
Ken is a well-known doubles

layer, added: “This is the
Eiggtst win in my tennis career
and to have it come on my
birthday is so exciting.”

Unseceded Andre Agassi
stored a 6-3, 6-7 (2-7), 6-3 first-
round victory over 11th-seeded
Todd Martin.

This tournament is the first
since the Swiss Indoors in
October 1987 in which Agassi
has not been seeded. :

*Today everything
favourable,” said the 2B8th-
ranked Agassi. "] was strong,
ready, competitive and stayed

within myself. I'm working to fifth game at love.

maximise my ability so | can

“II

' Flach add

™

tﬂ'--

Third-seeded Stefan Edberg
of Sween, playing in his first
tournament since Wimbledon
and since the birth of his
daughter Emilie on July 14,
casily defeated Switzerland's
Jacob Hlasek 6-4, 6-3 in an-
other second-round match.

Ninth-seeded Goran Ivani-
sevic of Croatfa retired in a
first-round maich due to an in-
jury to his left arm with the
score 6-3, 3-1 in favour of
Brazil's Luis Mattar. X-rays of
the 1lth-ranked Ivanisevic's
arm were negative.

Top-ranked Pete Sampras’s
evening match was cancelled
on Tuesday because of rain. The
top eight seeds recetved first-
round byes.

After wining the first set in a
tiecbreaker, Flach was in trou-
ble at the end of the second
set, h:irglhil serve in the sixth
and eigh

games.

But he didn't fold in the
third set despite facing one of
his favourite players. He broke
Lendl's serve in first game of
the third set and again in the

He ended the match by

feel | can beat whoever | have gerving three of his nine aces in

s to Lendl’s woe

*It was I:inlgl of weird to look
across the court at him,” said

Flach of his firsl outing against
Lendl. "I admired him growing
up. | was a little in awe.”

Flach has been busy the last
two weeks, scoring 10 consecu-
tive match wins. He won last

week’s challenger tournament

here after having to. play

qualifying to gain access to that

event.

Including the Lendl victory,
Flach has only won five career
matches on the ATP Tour.

The seventh-ranked Lendl,
who was a finalist here last

year, had one of his increas-

ingly frequent off-days.

"I just didn’t play well,” said
Lendl. *"He has a lot of confi-

dence and he’s playing pretty
well on these fast courts. He
took a few chances and made
them.*

Since the [tallan Open in

May, Lendl's best result was
reaching the quarter-finals In
Montreal two weeks ago. He lost
tn the first round of the French
Open and the second round of
Wimbledon.
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Division hockey

league match between Ajax Eporti
Club at the Hockey Stadium. Mariners won the match l-ﬂg.

finish fourth

Sports Reporter

Dhaka Mariner Young's Club
fAnished fourth in the Green
Delta First Division hoackey
league 'hl::l; they beat Ajax

c by a soli

in their last league EM
the Hockey Stadium .

Mariners, who fnished their
league campaign with 21
points, got the match-winner in
the 37th minute through
Shahiduzaman who sounpded
the board from a th
scramble following a penalty
corner.

Ajax, former league champi-
ons, rounded ofl thetr dismal

with ten points.

in the other match of the
day, Bangladesh Railway beat
Dhaka Wanderers Club by a
similar margin through the goal
from Javed Hassan in the 57th
minute.

Raflway ended their league
engagements with nine while
Wanderers finished with seven.

Good omen
for Abahani
Sports Reporter

Abahani Krira Chakra will |

now have to deal with the
weaker challenge of Victory
Club of Maldives as Jawwiya
Club of Iraq have reportedly
pulled out of the 13th Asian
Club championship.

Abahani will take on their
opponents first on September
24 in the 'home match' and
then face them again in the
‘away' encounter on October |
this year to decide one of the
two qualifiers from central Asia.

Schools TT ends

Sports Reporter

Mahbubur Rahman Chow
dhury ralied twice to beat his
Dhaka DSA teammate Mo-
hammed Tuhin in a tight five-
sctier to clinch the boys' singles
title of the second Green Delta
schools table tennis cham-
pionship which concluded
yesterday at the National Sports
Council gymnasium.

Mahbub, a govt Laboratory
High School student, lost the
first and third set to find him-
sell down by one set to two. But
he kept his cool and stepped up
the ure on his opponent, a
:lucg:::{ Ahmed Bawani High
School, and took the next two
sels.
The final scoreline showed
17-21, 21-15, 22-24, 21-17 and
21-47.

Farhana Parveen Tumpa
dethroned defending champion
Safia Arefin Sumi when she won
the girls’ singles final with as-
tonishing ease. Tumpa, a

Gowvt Girls’ school stu-
dent, got rid of Sumi in straight
scts — 21-12, 21-16 and 21-13.

Earlier, Dhaka DSA and
Gatbandha DSA took home the
boys' and girls' team titles re-
spectively.

A R Bhutyan, a deputy man-

aging director of the sponsors,

Green Delta Insurance Com-

pany Limited, graced the closing
ceremony as chiel guest and
distrfButed prizes among the

participants,

One hundred and sixty-two |

paddler including 30 girls rep-
resented 35 teams in the four-

day competition.

Austin comeback
" ‘ -
isn't a joke

MANHATTAN BEACH, Calif,
Aug 11: It's time to take Tracy
Austin’s comeback seriously,
reports AP. :

Showing flashes of her old
form, Austin upset 12th seeded
Gigt Fernandez 6-3, 6-4
Tuesday night in a first round
match in the dirs 375,000
Virginia Slims of Los Angles
women's tennis tournament.

Austin is making a come-
back at age 30 after taking four
years ofl the tour because of
injuries from a car accident.
She played in two tournaments
earlfer this year and more re-
cently played team tennis with
the Ralaigh NC team.

Fernandez, 29, is ranked
35th in the world. Austin, the
youngest woman ever o win
the US Open when she did so in
1979 at 16 years, nine months,
is not ranked.

"1 felt ke | was hitting the
ball well most of the time," a
smiling Austin said after the 66
minute malch at the Manhattan
Country Club. "Some of the old
wstufl felt like it was still there,
¥You known like passing shots.

"This really felt good. The
more | play, the more it comes
back. But I'm still not totally
comfortable,”

ASF move to
settle things

SYDNEY, Aug 11: The Aus-
tralian Soccer Federation (ASF)
has moved to quell a row over
match payments by resolving a
pay dispute with the national
tcam days before Sunday’'s
World Cup playoll with Canada
here, reports said Wednesday,
reports AFP,

There were reports that the
Australian team skipped I||:“1".:":11:':-
ing Tuesday afternoon after the
EF fafled to get back to the
players' representatives before a
deadline imposed by the dis-

— Star phutn k gruntled players.
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Krpl;f ‘Wp;m-h: cni:t.ui:.of the South African Test squa

DHAKA THURSDAY, AUCUST 12, 1993

a, and vice clpt.ninni.t Cronje

ISP . T R 5t 5 A PR AGTRD o 10 s P S A W 15 3 R SRS
. Dhaka Mariners | |

walk out of the Colombo airport after arriving late Tuesday for a five-week official tour, The
South Africans will play three Tests.

— AFP phote

SA expect a tough series

COLOMBO, Aug
| I: Sauth Alrican
i crickelers are
ready to [ace the
challenges during
. < thetr forthcoming
international series here, play-
crs sald Wednesday, reports AP

"Thia is a very well balanced
side. | am confident they can
play cricket under any given
condition. It will be very good
expericnce to us,” sald veteran
Test batsman Kepler Wessels,
who s leading the 156 member
squad,

The team, who arrived the
Colombo late Tuesday, will play
three Tests, three one day in-
ternationals and two three-day

games during the 45 day tour.
manager, said team is

to reverse the result of the
World Cup encounter, the first
ever official sporting link be-
tween the two countries.

"We respect Shri Lanka eri-
cket very highly. They showed
us what they are capable of
during that game. The for-
thcoming serica is going to be
very challenging,” Proctor told a

' news conference.

“Spin bowling is something
that's going to be vary interest-
ing during the series and the
manner in which we handled
the Indians in the home sertes, |
can’t see any difficulty here,” he
sadd

The visitors have included

two uncapped players in the
squad — off spinner Pat

and reserve wicke
Stevan Pallraman.

*The side is picked on merit.
There 18 no colour discrimina-
tion in our cricket,” Wesscls
said. !

Wessels in the only experni-
enced player in the side, having
played in 29 Tests. His five Test
centuries include 141 against

Lanka in the off
Test in 1985
Chappell.

The visiting skipper is more
than happy to have local um-
pires in the international serics.
"We leave the decision making
to the umpires, while we do our
jobs.” he said.

Nefl Perera, secretary of the
Shri Lanka Cricket Board, who
was at the news conference was
noncemmittal about the an-

Symeonx, one of the two spinners
tfupﬂ

nouncement of the ICC spon-
sored neutral .

It is still under discussion
between the ICC and our board.
| am not alldwed 10 comment
with regard to the issues of
neuiral vmpires and match
referee,” Parera said.

Following the series between
India and Shri Lanka where
both stdes were accused of
sledging and ball ring, it
was decided a nn‘.m'unw
would stand with a local in the
international serfes against
South Africa.

' Alter a 22-year international
isolation, South Africa have
played only five . Since
returning as a fully fledged Test

nation in 1991, the South .

Alricans have lost to the West
Indies in the only Test in April
1992 and won the four-maitch
home series one-nil against
India.

The South African squad:

K Wessels (capt) H Cronje, A
Hudson, J Cook, D Cullinan, J
Rhodes, B McMillan, D Rich-
ardson, R Snell, A Donald, P
Symcox, B Schultz, F de Vill§-
ers, C Eksteen, S Palframan.

—

Richards' dream shattered

LONDON, Aug 11:
Viv Richards’ dre-
. am of one last
| Lord’s final was

dashed at Hove on

Tuesday when Su-
sscx work up just in time from
a batting nightmare, reports
AFP.

Sussex beat Glamorgan in
the last over. Their opponents
in the Natwest Trophy final at
Lord's will be Warwickshire,
who beat Somerest al Taunton
by 52 runs.

Richards’ adopted county set
Sussex the apparently modest
target of 221 alter an tnnings in
which only Matthew Maynard

1 going.
= But the home team lost early
wickets and at the half-
stage secnwd hopelessly adriil,
scoring at undcr two runs an
over. With 20 overs left they
needed 131 with only five wick-
ets in hand.

The first threat of rain on
Richards’ ¢ came from lel-
low West Indian Franklyn
Stephenson. Sussex's Barba-
dian pace bowler had taken 3-
25 in the Glamorgan innings
and threw the bat for a rapid
25.

Sussex skipper Alan Wells
raised the tempo and, in a 15
over stand of 107 with Neil
Lenham (47], snatched the

ey o

game from Glamorgan. Wells'

unbeaten 106 came off 131
balls.

He said later: "We knew all
the pre-match publicity was
about Viv trying to get back to
Lord’s in his last season, but
it's a hard out there and
we like to ruin fairytales when-
EVEr We can.

Richards had a quiet game
by his extraordinary standards,
contributing 22 to a stand of 53
with Maynard but going for 25
off three overs.

Now 4 1-year-old, the former
West Indian captain was so
desperate to help Galmorgan to
their first final since 1977 he
played despite the death of his
father at the weekend.

Maynard, batting with -a
hairline fracture to a knuckle in
his left hand, made 84. :

At Taunton, Warwickeshire's
middle order saw the county to
a healthy 252 for eight after
both opehers went with only 27
on the board. Man-of-the-match
Dominic Ostler hit 58, Paul
Smith 33, Roger Twose 4] and
skipper Dermot Reeve 28 not
out. Somerset's Dutch Paceman
Adrianus van Troost claimed 3-
57. |

In reply, Somerset fell off the
pace "early on and; unlike
Sussex, never managed to step
it up. Nick Folland held the in-
nings together with 61, but he

perished with the rest of the
side when the asking rate
reached nine an over. .

Reeve defled concussion to
see the match out. After his
side's victory, he was nursing
the headache that was a legacy
of a collision with Somerset
wicketkeeper Neil Burns as he
completed a sharp single.

Reeve said: " can'l remem-
ber facing another ball after

. deciding at first to stay on for a

couple of overs. Apparently 1 hit
one ball down to third man for

single.

"The next thing | knew | was
in the physic’'s room. I've been
concussed before, once when |
was hit by a cricket ball, and
it's an odd feeling.”

When Warwickshire fielded,
Reeve lost strike bowler
Gladstone Small with a ham-
string strain after just five
overs. But he coaxed a fighting

rmance from his team of

walking wounded and took
three vital wickets himself.

Small's remaining comple-
ment of overs had to be bowled
by Twose and Jason Ratcliffe,
while Warwickeshire's Tim
Munton (hips train), Keith P
(hairline fracture of the ring fin-
‘ger) and Paul Smith (trapped
nerve in left elbow) were all

playing through in injury.

. ~ MANHATTAN
Y BEACH, Calif. Aug
11: Arantxa San-
chez-Vicario capi-
talized on her str-
ong serve Tuesday
to rout Michelle Jaggard-Lad of
Australia 8-1, 6-2, in the se-
cond round of the dirs 375,000
Virginia Slims, of Los Angeles,
reports AP,

The top-seeded Spaniard lost
only three points on service in
the first set and won the last
four games of the second set,
losing just three points of a
possible 19. She won in B2
minutes. Sanchez-Vicario will

face No 14 seed Julie Halard of

France In the third round
Thursday. Halard advanced
Tuesday with a 6-2, 6-1,

over Clare Wood of Britain. In a
first-round match Tuesday
night, Tracy Austin, showing
flashes of her old form, upset

storms to

12th-seeded Gigi Fernandez 6-
3, 6-4. Fernandez is ranked
35th in the world. Austin, the
youngest woman ever to win the
US Open when she did so in
1979 at 16 years, nine months,
is not ranked.

Austin is making a come-
back at age 30 alter taking
four years off the tour because
of infurfes from a car accident.
She played in two tournaments
earlier this year and more re-
cently Team Tennis — a
US professional league which
has attracted such aging stars
as Jimmy Connors and Martina
Navratilova — with the Raleigh,
NC team.

In other second-round play,
No 3 Gabriela Sabatini of Arge-
ntina eliminated Kathy Rinaldi
6-3, 7-6; No 4 Magdalena
Maleeva of Bulgaria defeated
Laura Golarsa of Italy 6-3, 6-4;
No 5 Helena Sukova of the

Round 3

Czech Republic downed Dani-
elle Scott 6-1, 6-2, and No. 8
Zina Garrison-Jackson topped
Audra Keller 6-3, 6-4,

In the first round, No 10 Lori
McMeil beat Karine Quentrec of
France 7-5, 6-3; No 16 Angelica
Gavaldon of the Mexico over-
powered Rosana De Los Rios of
Paraguay 6-1, 6-0; Liz Smylie of
Australia eliminated Jolene Wa-
tanabe 6-0, 6-3; Natalia Bau-
done of Italy outlasted Maria
Jose Gaidano of Argentina 6-2,
3-8, 6-3, and Elena Likhovtseva
of Kazakhstan topped Louise
Field of Australia 6-4, 6-2.

The Sabatini- Rinaldi match,
played before the Austin-Pe-
rmandez match Tuesday night,
lasted over two hours, main
because of long rallles a
deuce games, The seventh
of the second set went to
seven times before Rinaldi held
her serve.
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