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Unutilised ADB Credit
The Asian Development Bank once gave

Bangladesh a credit of 30 million dollars speciil-

cally to be utilised for funding small-scale indus-

trial enterprises by private persons and parties,

The loan had to be disbursed within three years,

two of which have already passed. And yet 19 mil-

lfon dollar or about two-thirds of the total loan

amount remains to be utilised.

The story has hardly anything new in it. In an
inconceivably bizarre show of the irrational.
Bangladesh has for years been going round with a
begging bowl and getting sizeable parts of the peti-
tloned for doles lined up yearly — with much of
such collections remaining unutilised. There can be
a thousand explanations of the inability to absorb
all kinds ol help coming from abroad but those
would not obviate one very bad loss — the loss of
face to the donors who. very correctly. would want
to scale down the doles to the horizon Bangladesh
can put to good use. This process. already very
much on. would hurt the nation beyond the com-
prehension of ruling governments by making us
credit unworthy at a time when we are truly in the
need of all that the whole world can do for us,

The above has been a familiar and standardised
exercise in economic degeneration in which our
successive governments and the administrative
machine of the financial. entrepreneurial and man-
agerial aspects of our public sector was instrumen-
tal.

The ADB loan fiasco ts very novel and at the
same time very enlightening in that its disburse-
ment was channelled entirely through private
banks and was targeted to help private en-
trepreneurial initiatives. Very evidently the banks
have failed dismally. as so aptly has been observed

by the ADB top official now in town. Was there any

other party or parties o this show of failure? On
top of the fact that even big branches of the five
private banks charged with distributing the loan
did not very much know of the funds they were
holding and to what purpose, not to speak of lining
these out, — il was clear even to someone from
abroad that those that were supposed to be need-
ing the loan for the right reasons. were not at all
aware of the existence of the waiting money.

The private banks' fatlure, made the more ludi-
crous by the apathy of the agencies who could have
motivated prospective small entrepreneurs into
taking advantage of this loan, — is so much in con-
trast with the performance of the Grameen Bank.
This is hard to believe that both occur side by side
in the same socio-economic setting.

We are not one to burden the so-called NGOs
with all the cares of the state and society if only be-
cause that would rob the two latter mstitutions of
their justification {o exist. Still, we cannot help

asking ourselves why were the NGOs also indifler-
ent in the matter? The chiefs of Bangladesh Small

-and Cottage Industries Associatibn and the
Bangladesh Handicraft Association were. among
others, present where the ADB official was on
Sunday giving vent to his feelings and findings.
What were their associations doing when the
money was starting to petrify? And doesn’'t BCSIC
have any role to play in the matter? Couldn’t they
at least launch a publicity campaign?

Expanding Frontier of
Knowledge

In an age marked by information explosion, de-
veloping nations like ours have their own peculiar
problems. Information flow from outside over-
whelms the internal generation of formulated data
and transmission of information based on them.
One consequence of this is that we know quite a
number of facts about people's life in the West
while we remain ignorant about similar information
about our own people. For example, the percent-
ages of the Britons or Americans opting for mar-
riage. single life or live-together are better known
than the rate of divorce in the Bangladesh popula-
tion. '

This admittedly is a pathetic situation and with-
out bringing an improvement in it we can neither
know our condition correctly nor plan for any re-
medial measure. Even to donors willing to help us
to overcome the difliculties the picture presented is
likely to be less convincing. Planning Minister
Zahiruddin Khan seems to have identified the
problem in its right perspective. At a meeting — the
ninth of its kind — of the National Statistical
Council (NSC) held at the Planning Commission on
Sunday. he revealed the government attempt now
underway for establishing a data bank. The move,
although belated, should be considered a step In
the right direction.

However, mere creation of a data bank cannot, of
necessity, be a cause for celebration unless the
paraphernalia required for its efficient running are
developed. Many of our well-intended efforts get
floundered simply because of the lack of vision. Let
us hope, this proposed establishment will not run
into any such snag once it has started functioning.
This is particularly necessary in view of the com-
petitiveness of the task facing it. First of all, the
information gathering process has to be geared up
and then competent people will be given the re-
sponsibility to squeeze them through permutation
and combination into easily understandable data,
graphs and tables.

So far theories have been applied and even pro-
pounded without adequate support from the field-
level facts and information. This data bank —
happily with government and non-government
bodies’ access to it — will push the frontier of our
researchers’ knowledge as well as media. people’'s
informative base further beyond.

HE closing paragraph of

my last plece was an

invitation to my readers
to wait for something which |
am expected 1o deliver now: an
account of ‘I:;llr. Ir w::
process of gradual decline,
universities have been reduced
to this impotency’. Impotency is
a strong word, bul | have no
intention of substituting it by a
gentler term. The immediate
context was the proposal to
raise tuition fees and the
adverse reaction it has provoked
amongst the students. All these
years the universities have
desisted from doing this and
now, K‘mumnhly taking heal
from the example of our finance
minister who has shown his
guts in taking unpopular fi-
nancial measures, they have
decided to take a small step to-
ward augmenting their internal
revenue. The present momernd is
somewhat less uncongenial for
such a move to be thought of,
particularly as students, despite
a formal show ol protest, may

yet see the logic of it

Now, onc thing | might as
well make clear while talking
about the peculiar weakness of
our universities in managing
their own aflairs. The weakncss
is confined to matters aflecting
the [supposed) interest of stu-
dents, and sometimes of teach-
ers. In commil many irregu-
larities calcula to scrve the
interest of this or that fellow —
mostly teachers, sometimes of-
ficers — enjoying the favour of
the boss, or of the ruling clique,
universities have felt themselves
quite free, as becomes an au-
lonomous body. For an account
of these irregularities, | reler to
the six volumes of the
Universitics Enquiry
Commission (1977 /78] chaired
by Z Huq. The Chairman was a
veteran banker, with the back-
ground of central banking.

Clearly enough he was not the
right choice for the job, and the
‘enquiry commission’ was a

HILE communist re-
gimes have collapsed
in the Sovict Unfon and

castern Europe, the com-
munists in Nepal are strong
enough to pull down the social
democratic government of Prime
Minister Girtja Prasad Koirala.

Although the popularity of
Mr Koirala's rnment is at
the lowest, his downfall this
soon seems unlikely. The ruling
Nepali Congress Party has stood
solidly behind the embattled
prime minister.

The Communist Party of
Nepal (United Marxist-Leninigt),
or UML, and smaller Lelt
groups have joined hands 1o
oust Mr Koirala by taking to the
streets to protest of government

16 road

report on a May
mbkhap. that kils iy @LAPY
H:dmr umir Emm m !

Jivraj Ashrit

The report says they were
killed in an accident. The UML
is nol satisfied, suspecting a

corruption
Sir. The article on corruption

by Mr S A M S Kibria published

in your daily on 4.7.93 deserves
deep appreciation as he has
rightly pointed out our indiffer-
ence to the growing social and
political corruption and our
faflure to check this menace.
His suggestion to combat this
menace and a set of instances
of ‘anti-corruption campaign
carricd out by South Korean
Prestdent are noteworthy sleps
which ought to be emulated by
our Government il it sincerely
desires to pul an end to this
vice.

There is no denying the fact
that corruption fs nothing new
to us; it has been flourishing
unabated since we got our in-
dependence or from before. It is
rather sad to note that the
clected representatives of our
country have so often been in-
criminated for such practice
that the people are gradually
losing faith in the political insti-
tution. But, on the other hand,
we are pleased to hear, when
recently some MPs raised that
voices, against this mecnace,
and eventual formation of a
parllament probe committee by
the Speaker bears the testimony
that the present parliament s
at least putting some show of
its credibility and viability.

Moreover, the opposition
should feel no elation at the
thought that only the govern-
ment should be saddled with
the charges of corruption, and
solely for the purpose of creat-
ing embarrassment in the rul-
ing circle to rock fts EUEI‘ base.
There aim should to bring
down the ol corraption
once for all rather than bringing
down the government every now
and then. In fact, allegations

some MPs as
well have su recently.
Besides financial scandals,
some of them have been impli-
cated in murder cases. | both

the Government and the
fadl to clean their re-

s houses of this muck,
le would be tmpressed

by that corruption is a

common practice amongst the
politiclans and consequently
the trust reposed in them would
fizzle out in no time. The credi-
bility of de will then be
maligned and the dream of sus-
taining our democratic institu-
tion would not reach the
fruition in years to come,
Therefore, the suggestions

The Rot: How it Started and Spread

The weakness is confined te matters affecting ) interest of students, and sometimes of

teachers. In committing many irregularities cale
mostly teachers, sometimes officers — enjoying the favour of

the

serve the interest of this or that fellow —
the boss, or of the ruling cligue,

universities have felt themselves quite free, as becomes an autonomous body.

misnomer. Still, it must be sakd
to the credit of this rather nar
row -spirited banker that, on top
of disovering many Insiances
of financial irregularity, he did
sucored (n identifying nearly as
many cascs of administrative ir
regularities. This rather damag-
ing report lailed to reduce any
impact on the administration of
the universities. For one thing
the move itsclf generated con
sidernble resentment in univer
sity cirches. For another, as one
of the Vice-Chancellors ook
charge. under Ziaur Ruhman, of
the Ministry of Education, the
reports were salely pushed un
der the carpet. | should not be
syrprised if the ministry bas
lost track of this ill-starred doc
ument, which has some value
as a historical curosity

Shall | let oul a secret about
the ministry? |t manages pretty
well without a reference ibrary,
without an archive Al least,
that was the situation three
years ago. When | asked for a
copy of the Bangladesh National
Education Commission’s Report
(1988), they could not produce
one. A copy was procured for
me “from outside’

To resumc what | am
promisc-bound lo discuss, the
erosion of the authority which a
university is entitled to and
somelimes requircd to exercise.
All 1 will try to do is to remem-
ber a process which will take us
back to the post Iindependence
years of Bangladesh, | e. 1972-
75,

The gencral breakdown ol
the law and order situation en-
couraged indiscipline every-

foul play. It demandced a fresh
investigation by a sitting justice
of the Supreme Court.

Mr Koirala rejected the de:
mand, sparking off calls from
the UML for a gencral strike
June 25 which spread through-
out the weekend, marred by vio:
lence and arson. The govern-
ment says 10 people were
killed, UML claims the death
toll is as high as 25.

Radical communist factions
— including Samyukta Jana
Morcha, Masal, Unitly Centre
and Marxist-Leninist-Maoist —
pledged "active cooperation and
support” to the UML, . ...

The pro-UML "All Nepal
National Independent Students'
Union wamed that any interfer-
ence by the government in the
pecaceful movement June 25
would invite great turmoil. It

put forward by Mr Kibria for
adopting some practical means
to check the trend of corruption

must not be taken as granted.
Time has come for both the gov-
emment and the opposition to
unite once more, as they did
few years back against the au-
tocracy, o declare all out war
against corruption which is
eroding the very essence of our
morality.

We would also urge our
Prime Minister whose integrity
is above reproach, as we still
bear in memory her relentless
and uncompromising fight
agains! 9-year autocratic rule,
to step in boldly this time with
her resolute stance 1 cor-
ruption and curb this malady
whose evil oot is cating into
our dream of making happy
Bangladesh free from social and
political vices.

Md Jalaluddin Igbal
Mohammedpur, Dhaka

Munawar

Sir. | would like 1o add a few
more rtant facts to the ar-
tick "Maker of Soctal Documen-

taries and Soap Operas” by
Rashed Nizam published in the
1 1th July issue of your paper.

Munawar Shabbir (later
Nizam) grew up in Chittagong.
where her parents lived from
1948-1971, and was my class
fellow in Chittagong College for
scveral years where she studied
English Honours upto 1963,
She was a soft spoken but a
lively girl who took much inter-
est In social work. Aflter the
devastaling cyclone of 1960
which hit Chittagong, Munawar
was the ploneer amongst the
girls from our college who
worked with us from door to
door to collect donations for the
affected people.

In Chittagong she was given
in marriage to one Rashed
Nizam who hailed from that dis-
trict. However, whal really hurts
me and her other friends s that
the writer withheld these facts
that | have mentioned which
otherwise would have made us
and many others who knew her
much proud Did the writer
thought that insignificant
names like Chittagong and
Chittagong College would not go
well side by side with big names
like ‘Delhf’, ‘Loretto’, ‘Darjecl-
ing'; 'Shillong’, 'Convent of
Jesus and Mary, Murree, 'LTC
College’, UK, Pakistan TV, eic.
etc?

| was surprised to note that
the writer also did not mention

where, in mills and factories, in
schools, colleges and universi
ties. For some years, aller the
[all of Mujib, students kept a
low prolile. There were no clec-
tions, no unjons, and political
partics went into hibernation.
With the return of politics
under Ziaur Rahman, the uni-
versilics also saw the return of
the union activities. Hitherto,
students were organised into
parties loosely and informally
alllhated with political parties
but now, for reasons best
known to himsell, Ziaur
Rahman made it mandatory for
pdlitical parties lo name their

Theoretically speaking, all par-
ties were equal bul in practice,
one of them was more equal

that others. This was Lhe
allillated with the party iIn

r

For the leaders of this party,
their enlarged role was now to
act as agenis of their superiors
oulside the university, in the
corridors of power. They began
to offer their services as brokers
of official favour, Some of the
leaders had direct access to the
head of the state and of gov-
ernment. Within the university
they moved with the airs of a
satrap. Many teachers leammt 1o

PASSING CLOUDS

Zillur Rahman Siddiqgui

student wings. The political par-
tics obliged It meant. for the
student organisations, a place
in the political set up of the
counlry. Simultancously. It
meant that whatever control the
universities had so long been
exercising over the students
was losl and jost to foroes ex
ternad to the university. With
one single stroke of pen, the
students were taught to regard,
as far as Unlon activitics were
concerncd, the internal author:
itics as irrelevant for their pur-
poses, and their external men:
tors as the only people who
ma ttered

With this strong political al
filllation which the student ac
livisis now forged, the Union
clections were no longer thvings
within the bounds of the uni-
versity. They became things of
national importance

trest them with deference. Some
Vice-Chancellors sought and
got their co-operation with a Iit-
tle loss of their dignity. Laws
and rules could be a lttle flexi-
ble in their case. Their special
interest was in the admission of
studenis and they soon discov-
ered that there were men in the
administrative sct up. not ex-
rluding the exrcutive head, who
were willing to accommodate
their spectal requirements
This 1s how, In my view, the
rot started. During the years of
Ershad autocracy, the policy
initiated by Ztaur Rahman was
pursucd with vigour. Not only
that. The degeneration of stu-
dent politica as subordinate to
and subservient natjonal poli-
tics brought it a bad name. It
came o be assoctated with in
discipline, interference with
admission and examination

ﬁepal's Communists are Alive and Well

Jan Sharma writes from Kathmandu

The Communist Party of Nepal

and smaller Left

groups have joined hands to oust the government
#

looks as {f the country is with-
out a government’, the Nepal
Jagaran newspaper reported.

A communisi weekly, accus-
ing the government of pushing
the country towards civil war,
sald Kathmandu has turned
into a war zone following the
June 25 strike. Bul a pro-gov-
ernment weekly said the agita-
tion was not really under the

UMLs contml

In what was seen as under-
mining ‘of ‘the Prime Minister's
authority, Home Minister Shere
Bahadur Dcupa proposed. in

llament that there was no
reason why the Left demand for

e ———

anything about Munawar's
family. Her parents and host of
close relations settled iIn
Chittagong on migration from
India and are known and re-
spccled, in both social and
business circles.

My heartfelt condolences to
the bercaved family. May God
bless Munawar with eternal

peace.
A bereaved [riend
Agrabad Commercial Area
Chirtagong

Rescue mission to
Bosnia
Sir. US double standard pol-
icy and Europe's cye washing
ncgotiations on Bosnia is now
fully exposed to the astonished
people of the world. Their so-
called actions are yet to take
place. Meantime, the Muslims

in Bosnia arc being centinu-
ously massacred.

The Muslim countrics should
immediately despatch their
naval ships, hospital ships and
supply ships to Bosnia for res-
cuc and cvacuation mission. As
such Bangladesh may immedi-
ately send two naval ships,
Indonesia five naval ships and
supply vessels, sia two
naval ships, Iran five naval
ships, Saud! Arabia five naval
ships, Pakistan five naval and
supply ships and one hospital
ship without losing a single day
to evacuate the Muslims in
Bosnia.

If the United States and
other European allies could
send their naval ships through-
oul the world for war, why the
Muslim nations could not find
courage to send their naval
ships for rescue operation.
Please rush now and see the re-
action of double standard policy

makers,

S M Nobi
Uttara, Dhaka.

BTV's 'Bolun Dekhi'

Sir, In the ‘Jhat-pat” part of
the Bolun Dekhi programme of
BTV telecast on August 7 after
Bengall news, they said that the
biggest in India was
"Farrakka" the biggest city,
"Calcutta®. So far | know these
are "Bhakra Nangal® and
"Bombay” respectively. Which
are correct?

Ontrvan
North Maishund{, Dhaka.
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new investigation cannot be
met.

Emboldencd by the public
response, the UML called lor a
nationwide general strike on
July 4. |1 was a dramalic suc-
cess, and relatively peaceful
partly due 1o the heavy pres-
ence of the security forces,

It was partly because of Mr
Koirala's important concession:
he bowed down lo communist
demand to institute {resh in-
quiry imto the May 16 road
mishap by ‘a sitting justice of
the Supreme Court

Disenchanted by Mr
Koirala's timid keadership, and
anticipating bloody wviolence,
most ‘Nepalis stayed home. It
paralysed life in the Nepall
capital; business was slack.

Despite the concessions, the
communists are unlikely to

procedures, with extertion —
contractors in devel-
opment work on the campus be-
ing at the recetving end of it —
and with crime committed with
impunity. The mﬂ:;n-nm of
power politics on campus
did not present a untform pic-
ture. Where the party in favour
was not Lhe in power, Nl
made things It for the
administration. Vice
Chancellprs were now Increas-
ingly expected to play the game
the rules of which were made by
others. Some of them proved
adept in playing it, others
fajled. From 1983 onwards, the
disgrace and untimely exit of
Vice-Chancellors, mostly for
their inability to meet the de-
mands of the militant group.
became a regular feature.
Superficially speaking. the
choice of a Vice-Chancellor was
jeft to the Senate, where there
was a Scnate, but in reality, the
government of the day started
pulling strings from behind, In
elections to the Senale, moncy
flowed from unknown quarters.
This new development brought
fts own distortion in the
dure of the selection of Vice-
Chancellors. All hohesty and
transparency disappeared and
aspirants for the post found
themaelves engaged in a kind of
canvassing and campaigning. of
making ses and nursing
constifuencies, which made
them wholly incapable of dis-
charging their duties with de-
tachment and Impartiality,
when in office. | have heard of a
Vice-Chancellor publicly
vaunting that he will serve the
that ht him into of

Minister o resign. Pradip

an inflluential UML me r,
said his party wants Mr Koirala
oul although we are not at this
stage opposed to the Nepall
Congress government .

As we have been bluffed
time and again, we have lost all
faith and confidence In Lhe
Prime Minister, said Madhav
Rumar Napal, who has been
named the new gencral secre-
tary of the CPN-UML following
Mr Bhandari's death.

*The Prime Minister Is in no
mood to resign’, asserted a
close aide 1o the mh-url:l
prime who has secu
solid from his party,

“The CPN-UML, -which is
dreaming of unseating the gov-
ernment through street vio-
lence. is making a historical
mistake.” said the ruling party
in a statcrmentl.

‘We are behind Mr Kotrala to
the hilt', party president and
former minister Krishna
Prasa Bhattarai told

lence about the terms of refer-
ence, and the time — three
months — o complete the

i t no arrests have
so [ar made is also a cur-
rent topic, a talk of the town.

Maybe, some truth will come
out, but the chances are that
true to the fate of most such
the report will never

see the light of the day.
Government response o the
ugly incident has been tardy,
rather late and fecbhie in ar-
ticulation. A grievous wrong has
been committed and the general
feeling is that the chances of
redress are remote. Tl now, |
have found no reason to quées-
tion that fee

There has also been a

fro l('l"bl‘ Licia
tr::‘mln rces rnli.ui jﬂ%
hands to “safeguard nascent
democracy”.

“The spark unleased by the
divisions and confrontation be-
tween the country’'s two main
political parties will ultimately
engull the entire country into
its flame,” warns Oa Man
Singh. the ruling party's
‘supreme leader’.

' tells me that

this will not only turn into
ashes not only democracy but
also the political parties, its
leaders and the entire country

The disunity among us will

push us 10 a major disaster,” he
said.

Mr Singh warned that the
ultimate benellciaries of such a

conflict would be the
~and > revivalist forces oul to

m: the newly revived

But for the communists, who
have made impressive gains in
:Ih:ym.pl:: o l.-ﬂl:n' few

to do in next

weeks would be crucial for their
own — and democracy's — fu-
ture.

ﬂuﬁr&mﬂhﬂtm Depthnews. — Depthnews Asia
Ukraine: Return to Russia?

The independence of ex-Soviet republic Ukraine teeters on shaky
foundations. Rajiv Tiwart of Inter Press Service reports from Kiev.

ARLIER this year, Ukra-

E inian President Leonid

Kravchuk proposed a

new security zone in central

and castern Europe that would

fill the vacuum Ileft by the

collapse of the Warsaw Pact.

His aim was to end Russian
domination of his country.

But Ukraine is now shudder-

ing from the effects of with-~

drawal from ils dependence on
Russia and few Ukrainians be-
lieve the country will be able to
stay away {rom much longer.

“No-one can any longer pre-
dict what will happen tomor-
row,” a senfor foreign ministry
official here said.

When it broke from Russia
in 1991, Ukraine saw itscll as
the France of casterm Europe —
a large, and forcelul agro-
industrial nation. The
population totalled 52 million,
the country spanned 603, 700
sq km and, until 1991, Ukraine
was responsible for 16.5
percent of the Soviet Unfon's
total net production.

Ukmaine produced more stecl
and coal than Britain and
France combined, it had the
world's largest missile factory
and, even today, Kiev can claim
the world’s third largest stock-
pile of nuclear warheads.

Under the Kravchuk plan, a
new ‘zonc of stability and secu-
rity’ would be sel up, encom-
passing Ukraine, Hungary,
Poland, Romanta and Slovakia.

The zone would also as an
intermediary between the North
Allantic. Treaty Organisation
INATO) and former Soviet re-
publics that have signed the
Commonwealth of Independent
States [CIS) collective security
Lreaty.

Kravchuk first outlined his
scheme In February and he
‘pursued 1t when he met
Hungarian Prime Minister
Jozsel Antall in April In the
Ukrainian city of Uzhgorod.
Both leaders stressed that the
zone would not evolve Into a
military system or alllance and
that Russia was welcome o
Join.

"All we want is for our se-
curity to be guaranteed and our
interests defended,” said

Kravchuk, who has constantly
opposed Western altempts to
treat Ukraine as a Russian
satcllite and refused o sign the
CIS security pact

But despite his elforts,
Ukraine has yet to establish a
scparate identity for itsell

According to political ana-
lysts here, the reason for this
ltes as much in mid-19th cen-
tury European history as in the
cold, strategic calculations be-
ing made today by the powers
that authored the course of the
Soviet Union,

Ukraine s wedged into a belt
of instability extending down
from the Baltic Sca to the Black
Sca. Diplomats sceptical about
Kicv's attempls lo emerge as a
regional power centre say
Ukraine is doomed to be a mere
pawn on the European chess
board.

The country enjoyed a briefl
period of inde between
1917 and 1920 bcfore it was
taken over by Moscow. Bult its
turbulent history has been
marked by devastation and
discontinuity and division of its
lands among foreign conquerors
and more powerful neighbours.

“There is an emerging danger
to the very notion of Ukrainian
nationhood,” said one diplomat
here. “i foresee instability from
the Balkans spilling over to this
part of the world, which has
claims and counter-claims that
have not yet been reconciled.”

Instead of the zone of stabil-
ity which Kravchuk envisages
around Ukraine, the arcas lying
between the former Yugoslavia,
the Transcaucasus and Central
Asia is riven by territorial and
ethnic conflicts.

Mcanwhile, Russia has made
it clear Ukraine and Belarus fall
within its sphere of influence
and a number of Russian
politicians view the fragile inde-
pendence of the two Slavic
stales as a transitional phe-
NOIMENOoN.

Ivan Dratch, former leader of
the Ukrainian nationalist party
RUKH, has said ve few
Russians are r::an::lynd lo
Kiev's freedom. “"They can be
counted on one’s fingers.”

The comparatively small ex-

Soviet republic of Belarus
abandoned hopes of cutting tes
with Russia when, in May, its
parliament overrode President
Stanislav Shuskevich's objec-
tons and signed the CIS secu-
rity treaty. Kazakhstan and
Taﬁkul.nn have already signed
bilateral defence cooperation
accords with Russia.

According lo diplomats and
even Ukrainian officials,
Moscow has, over recent
months, displayed a shrewd
ability to tie Kiev in knots.

“Look at it any way you
want, Russia i{s here to stay,”
said the diplomat. "Divisions in
the Western camp and the re-
treat by the Americans ([rom
leadership In settling the
Yugoslavian crisis has resulted
in a vacuum which only
Moscow can fill".

Kravchuk first based his
programmes on nationalism
and rapid market reform, but
sources close to his staff say he
is now weaning himsell away
from these policies and |is
preparing to form his own cen-
trist party.

Aflter attempting a head-on
challenge to Russian domi-
nance, Kravchuk's advisers are
now adopting a more cautious
approach, realising that they
cannot cut such strong ties

=

In a recent opinion poll, 62
percent of those questioned in
the capital, Kiev, favoured a
new union with Russia, albeit
on more equal terms than be-
fore. In the eastern city of
Donetsk, the figure was BO per

cent.
ltve with fairy tales,”
said a foreign political observer,
commenting on the seeming
*hant of Ukraintans to har-
r grandiose delusions about
saviours rescuing them from
harm.

First, he said, the West was
going to be the princess who
kissed the frog, turning it into a
prince, “Then that dream died.
Now, Ukrainians are returni
to the original sin: (belevi
that their destiny lies in capitu-
Iation to Russia”.



