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Invasion of Our TV

Prime Minister Mahathir Mohammad ol Malaysia
has his concern over what is seen as an
invasion of west-based satellite television networks
of the Asian region. Dr Mahathir's criticism has

ally referred to the acquisition of majority
by the News tion of Australlan-bormn
American, Rupert Murdoch in the Star-TV which
has a wide exposure. These shares are being
bought from a Hong Kong-based British-Chinese

com ;

TIE: concern of the Ma leader [ocuses on
two interlinked issues which are being closely
studied by media experts in different countries. In
the first place, the growth of monopolies and car-
tels. tn which the News Corp of Murdoch has a

uml;muh position, has come under strong

pendent media organisations.

mdmﬂtmtmmmmcmmmof
several Europe Emnu with m; nif th:crg
looking at some ulatory options, with limit

success. Many umfht#t cartels have been also

tightening their grip on the print media, mﬂsﬂrr:'al
ritain,

industrialised countries, espcclalty
Germany, Australla and the United States. This

a serious threat to mid-level newspapers
which cannot generate the kind of massive cash,
rather bank lmns which cartels can use for buying

r“ql'he a].arrn sounded by Mahathir is well-founded.
On the other hand. with programmes ol Star-TV
and CNN shown by the Bangladesh Television
(BTV). for a limited pcrlod — viewers with their own
satellite dish can see them, and other, p es
almost round the clock — the ure ol our au-
dience to foreign news, views and documentaries is
welcome. The costing of the exercise, to Bangladesh
or, for that matter, to Star-TV and CNN, however,
remains virtually unknown.

Al the same time, there is little doubt that more
and more viewers in Bangladesh — and a far
greater number in other countries — have been
spending an increasing amount of time watchmg
foreign networks. That some of these
are primarily geared to the cultural taste of the
western audience — and to that extent, unsuitable
to people in the developing world — has been em-
phasised by media experts in the West, in some
cases, by studica conducted by UNESCO.

While we go along with the concern of the
Malaysian leader, we believe that we should not
look simplistic and regulatory answers to deal
with the so-called invasion of our electronic media
by foreign networks. Instead of introducing restric-
tions which hinder free flow of infosmation and
drastically limit the choice of our viewers, we, in
Bangladesh, should work out guidelines, if we have
any choice, on the contents and presentations of

r:_:E-amma presented by satellite networks.
answer lies In local television networks,
Bangladesh as much as in Mala Ia actr_nﬁ,up to
and

thc ::hallcngc offered by the C
other foreign networks. We have tn h about
qualitative improvement in our TV nm e,

in content and tion — we have made this
points again a — while we should identify
more topical issues for our documentaries. In this
area, some progress is visible. However, a great

eal still remains to be done. lthcrﬁdu:har
urgent than many € wou
mcrtanew the number of locally-produced pro-

grammes in English, in discussion programmes,
press conferences and documentaries, for the ben-

:ﬂtufnurl!: lish-knowing public, fore r's as
well as local. | wﬂ!hcalong ul to win back this
untapped audience for BTV. However, a start can

htmadcnm&—themrbtgcbcut.lt:r.wﬂmlnn;}f
position to ua.nylhllgﬂ ut the acquisition
equity participation of -TV by Murdoch. But we
can — and must — do something with the network
which is our own — BTV.

US Policy in Bosnia

The gap between words and actions in the US
policy towards Bosnia-Herzegovina is widening by
the day. From the principled position of aiding the
people who were being subjected to "ethnic

that President Clinton promised tmme-
diately after getting elected, to the present one of
total inaction, which in fact is all but the
Serbs to annihilate the people of Bosnia-
Herzegovina, is a complete reversal to say the least.
The lack of action on the part of the Americans has
been a subject of criticisms all over the world. But
now the criticism has come from his very staff and
Mr Clinton has got the clearest of signals that his
policy — or the lack of it — is raising serious doubt
about his ability to provide global leadership in
similar situations.

The resignation of the State Department's desk
oﬂh:erl;ilcharg:ofm::hnuormgthe evbT&softhe
Bosnia-Herzegovina is the strongest re cmnlng
from within Mr Clinton's administration against the
unprincipled nature of the policy that is fol-
lowed by Washington. The much-talked-about air
strikes against the Serbs— considered by observers
as too little too late — has not materialised. In fact
it is not at all clear if the US will take any action at
all to show that will not be allowed to
win. Marshall Freeman Harris, the official to resign

member of the Security Council, the
the United

was
t about through force of arms? The
role of the United States and that of the leading
countries of Europe in dealing with the plight of the
Bosnians smacks of religlous intolerance, ethnic
discrimination and every other 'crime’ that the
United Nation's Charter renounces in the strongest
of terms. A country is being broken into pieces, a

:

people being deliberately killed, their homes being
systematically destroyed and their land taken
over — and the international commu could

“Lmthurtﬂm it but he is
losing credibility. Along policy indecisions,
the United States is losing all moral authorities to
take credible and effective positions on such issues

udeumazyﬂgdtgﬁm rights. Mr Freeman
Harris a enough official to cause
President a lot of embarrassment, but the

reasons for which he has decided to make public
his dissent lie at the very core of what our civiliza-
tion stands for. The US President would be foolish
not to see the deeper meaning of Mr Harris's action.

LDP Bows out A Signal for Change in Japanese Politics

APANESE politics has
entered a new  phase,
he Liberal Democratic
Party's (LDP) lock on power for
more than four decades scems
to have been broken. The recent
election just did not force Kiteht
Miyazawa out of office but it
shattered the grip of LDP on
the politics of the country. More
than that, it also marked the
exit of the old guards of the LDP
from the stage. Japanese
politics will not be the same
again
Breaking the control of the
scandal-ridden LDFP on the
lower house of the Parliament,
the opposition parties won as
many as 288 scals against the
223 seals won by the LDP. The
prospect of a non-LDP govern-
ment in Japan had sent shock
waves throughout the world. Its

status as an coonomic super

makes this one of the
most significant devel
opments in recent years. The
break up of the clection results
is as follows

Lhrﬂnemmtit?uty 223

'l'I'icLDFillt!ll the larges
p-rlyhutlnlhl:-lh:uflllde-
bacle it might not be able to
keep fts unity. In fact, it was

Hata's arty, Shinselio
(Renewsal emerged from
the election with 56 scats in the
Diet. But the old guard

[ectly content teo l'ﬂ ow
Washington's lead on virtually
every critical loreign policy Is-
sue, as long as Lhe UnMed
States kepl its markets open 1o
Japans exports. During four
decades of the Cold War,

was happy o be under the pro

tective umbrella of the
American military might.
Private enterprise was the driv-
ing force for the economy but
the government guided the
business community along the
chosen lines. In fact the bu-
reaucracy played a crucial role
in orchestrating the country’s
economic miracle. The LDP

- party

iticians created a secure po-

tical base ﬂhrm—
ers, the construction industry
and the huge business con-
e Eaeguitont deomroed
“all a cozy network of relation-
in which Weslern nolions

of political leadership meant it
tle. The arrangement benefited

s0 many of the powerful that no
one bothered to reform 1.7

Some political analysts have de-
scribed the LDP as a centrist

front with many factions led by
stalwarts. There was,

b

or policy difference between the
factions. They all represented
the national consensus on cco-
nomic and politcal issues. The
fight among the lactions, 1o put
it bluntly, was for power and
oflice. Over the years the sys-
tem had become cormrupl. Power
bmhﬂhﬂduﬂh’ww
behind the scene and the elec-
tion ol the prime minister was
never open to the rank and fie
of the party. It was decided by
party clders and [action leaders
in secret caucuses. A series of
schndals involving the top
leadership of the party had
eroded its public iImage. The
electoral loss was really a public

protest nst the corru
nl'l:h: Tt:r
of seven parties have to re-
deem its election pledge of

thﬂh‘ﬂpthpﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂ!l
The new Prime Minister

the hawkish right, representing
constituencies from organized
lmbour and rice [armers to big
business and urban con-
sumers". No one knows for cer-
tain il Hosokawa will be able o
meet the challenge. Leader of

mmﬂ: “Once
the new government I»
launched,” he said, “there could

because a coalition of seven
parties will be subjected to all
kinds of pulls in several direc-
tions. How Mr Hosokawa will
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Bureaucrats Try to Exercise Control on Economic Activities

by AZM Shamsul Alam

HERE is a tendency on

the part of the bureau-

crats at many levels (o
be the guardians of the alfairs
of the people in as many
spheres as it is possible. This is
a universal bureaucratic ten-
dency and more so in our
country. In the name of promo-
tion of the developmental activi-
ties, the policy makers also, be-
ing influenced by the bureau-
crals, try to exercise as much
control on the economic activi-
ties as it is possible,

Many of the politicians are
also seasonal. They get oppor-
tunities of remaining at the
helm of the affairs for a very
short period. In the name of
promotion of economic activi-
ties, the bureaucrats and
politiclans try to regulate and
even strangulate the initiative of
the people.

The character of the

h bureaucrats fs not
an unusual. Compara-
tively more talented boys of the
educational institutions
service as a career. In the

L]

HE key question [acing

Algeria’s  beleagucred

secular rulers is: how to
deal with Islamists? Ever since
the army stepped in at the
beginning of last year to block
the overwhelming election
victory by the Islamic Salvation
Front (FIS) and install a five-
man High Council ol State,
there has been constant
trouble. An incipient civil war
has been by those who
feel they were cheated of
power.

The state has responded
only with n. Lasl year
it detained 9,000 |slamic sus-
pects in camps In the Sahara
and brought back torture and
the death ty. Six men
have been executed already
this year. Another 100 languish
on Algeria's death row.

A state of emergency has
been in force since February of
last year and a curfew s in
place in A and six other
districts. While this show of
force has largely kept the lid
on the situation, it has fafled to
quell Islamic fervour or halt vi-
olence by armed fundamental-
ist extremists. More than 600
have died in the past year.

Now security measures arc
to be further reinforced.
Following a widely attended
peace march on March 22, the
government promised stiffer
measures against terrorism
and broke off di tic rela-
tions with Iran, which it ac-
cuses of bac fundamental-
fsm. It also its ambas-
sador from Sudan, which is ac-
cused of masterminding the
pan-islamic movement.

Divininnal HQ at |
Ran

Sir, The people uf greater
r and Dinajpur district

have been demanding for es-
tablishment of a divisional
headquarters at Rangpur for
the last few years. Bulgrl:n deci-
::r?.ﬂiﬂ been taken in this
' present government
has already created a divisional
headquarters at Barisal. This
has helped the people of south-
of the country. The
of Sylhet are also de-
manding for establishment of a
new division at Sylhet, which
has too been praised by many

b

and Dinajpur are suffering very
much for want of a divisional

ment to consider the demand

| for establishment of a scparate

western countries, many ol the
scrvice holders, after un-
derstanding the tricks ol the
trade, quit the service and
adopl trade and business as a
Cancer.

In Bangladesh, those who
adopl service as a carcer are
very loyal to it. They do not quit
scrvice unless they are kicked
oul. Even If they are kicked oul,

they will try to get it back with

all humiliations. The Ban-
gladesh bureaucrats do not
believe in changing masters.
Many bureaucratls instead ol
being helpful, generally handi-
cap the growth ol private enter:
prise in this country.

Realising the basic nature of
the Government burecaucrats,
American people preferred to
keep the stze of the Government
small. The United States is the

1 manulacturing country
in the world. [t is a surprise
that there could be such a great
industrialization without a
Ministry of Indusiry or a
Minister for Industries. Ame-
rican businessmen believe that

Ministry ol Industry or a
Directorate of Industry will do
more Lo thwart their efforts in
industrialization rather than
pushing them ahead.

The bureaucrats and policy
makers are nol mere islands in
the turbulent sea. Our people
have the ten of secking
everything [rom the Govern:
ment which is, in tum, a great
secker [rom the foreign donors.
The burcaucrats are not alone
responsible In our country for
their ‘bureaucratic’ attitude.
The attitude of our own people
has a contributory [actor. As
the people seck almost
everything from the Govern-
menl, and free, the bureaucrats
assume greater responsibility
and guardianship of the
administration, economy and
the country.

Banks
Though the sponsors are
keen to gel the ssion of

new Banks, 1t is very doubtful if

the bureaucrats in wvarious
agcencies connecled with the
grant of permission would be
generous and open minded o
support the cause. If they like
they can raise so any points
and issucs against new ko
which cannot be answered even
by the Devil. Our bureaucracy
is terribly eflicient In negative
role.

There should not be restric-
tions on the setling up of new
banks, if the bagks bechave
within the laws and regulations
relating to banking. It is of
course, admitted that the
Government should care for the
interest ol the depositors, and
for this, the banking laws
should be very strict. But the
emergence of new banks must
not be prevented In the name of
protecting the interest of the
depositors. The sponsors or
management of the bank
should suffer and be
if they commit breach of trust
There should even be capital

punishment for the breach of
trust of the criminals, but the

a responsibil-
ity o the workers. The private
entreprencurs exploit the

workers. Because of this, the
!:mnh of Industrica must not

The way pharmaceutical
COmpanies or even nNews
are allowed 10 grow and die, the
financial institutions may be
allowed to growth and die and
those who will not play the
rules of the game be punished

control and regula-
thons must be so [ramed and be

made wvery strict . by the
Government as to protect the
e 'ﬂfu'm sitors, If th

Fundamentalists Shock the Algerian Army

Sam Fuchs writes from Algiers

The army in troubled Algeria has reinforced security measures to try to break an im-
passe between hard line anti-Islamists and moderates. Assassinations and military at-
tacks by extremists have made this a difficult task. The Algerian authorities were
shocked to discover that fundamentalist infiltrators in the army had aided the attacks.
The country’s leaders face a struggle because the mandate giving them power expires at

the end of the year.

Algeria: three troubled decades

show that the hard line anti-
Islamists in the army are win-
ning a power struggle over
moderates, who believe in
conciliation rather than con-
frontation to win over the huge
and passively hostile Islamic
electorate. The moderates
hope to win the hardliners
over lo a more ncutral position

s0 they can be integrated Into
I:hc rcglm:

division at Rangpur which is
ideally situated in the northern
part of the country.

Mahbubul Haque Chowdhury
DGM, Sonali Bank, Hﬂ,
Dhaka

Awards and
freelancers

Sir, The Philips Award, the
Bata Award, the Coca Cola
Award and other 'such’ awards
are quite interesting and eagerly
awnited by writers and journal-
ists. We greatly feel, however,
that freclance writers are being
neglected to a dire extent. It is
time someone thought of
awarding some of the freclance
writers who contribute largely
to soclo-economic, political-
administrative, cultural-educa-
tional developments, They serve
as unofficial ‘think tank'. They
help to mould policy by
generating ideas among the
decision makers as well as
galvanizing influential
members of the public iIn
helping to implement steps or
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Many Algerians believe dia-
logue is the only way out of the
political impasse. But the
moderates’ position was un-
dermined by two factors. The

first was the shocking daylight |

assassinations on the strects of
Alghﬂnfﬂlmmmﬂl-

Althuugh close to power,
they were members of neither
the government nor the armed

MHMﬂwmhtﬂllﬂ

the country. If their wise,
worthwhile visions recetve scant
attention, the result is the
setiing into motion of the slow
grinding of the forces of nature
or providence or ‘market’,

The [reelance writers defi-
nitely deserve awards. Every
writer should be allowed to
send ten writings of his/her
own choice, and judgement
should be made absolutely by
those who have no connection

with the journals or periodicals
or dailies.

From the old and you
crations there nhm.tld 1:!!‘“

number of jud Best wo
be 1o nhmu- m among

justices belonging to the an‘
generation, and school as well
as college teachers from
the younger generation — o
course, those who reguhrm
read the Bangla and Englis
newspapers and perfodicals,

So let the [ree lance writers
be awarded too.
Nahtasha Kamal
Dhaka

7

forces. The killings are as-
sumed to be the work of
Islamic extremists.

Secondly, the most serious
military attack in a year oc-
curred when another group of
extremists attacked an army
barrack south of Algiers,
killing 18 soidfers.

Even more alarming to the

authorities was the
fact that fundamentalist infil-
trators in the army were re-
sponsible for helping the at-
tackers. As a result, a power
struggle within the armed
forces has intensified in a bid
by the hard-ine Defence
Minster and stro of the
regime, General Khaled
Nezzar, to try to purge such
saboteurs from its ranks.

He holds them responsible

for an attempt on his life in

, as only a few insiders

knew his constantly-changing

route to work — and also for

other lethal attacks on bar-
racks.

The Algerian state’'s worst
nightmare s of a ‘fifth column’
of fundamentalists in the army
plotting to overthrow the
regime.

There have already been
discreet purges in the past,
but those with secret sympa-
thiecs are hard to detect.
Perhaps, because of these ten-
sions It is rumoured that one
faction in the armed forces,
which has already taken a
more active role in running
the mnlry albeit still indi-

Central Bank and the Ministry
of Finance are not capable of
protecting the interest of the
depositors, it should be made
very clear, so that the deposi-
tors can be careful and make

caulion,  some de
want 0 take the riak, they
should be allowed to do so and

whpnnuﬂupnphmm
ing In our country is not that
much because of the bureau-
crats, but it is so much inspite

of them.
rectly, wants 1o take direct

r.
What will happen is still un-
clear. The present govern-
ment, 1 scd by lorce on
Algerians, commands little re-
spect and is not only consid-
ered corrupl and ineflective,
but also a hangover from the
past 30 years of colossal mis-
management and corruptlion
that have led Algeria to its cur-
rent mess.
The army, fully aware ol the
limitations ol its creation,

urged the government o start
a dialogue with opposition po-
litical parties — a process
which has enjoyed only ex-
tremely limited success.
Several parties have refused to
participate, criticising an
agenda limited solely to insti-
tutional procedures rather
than issues of real importance
to Algerians, such as unem-

t and the pitiful state
of the economy .

Critics remain convinced
the real aim of the exercise is
for Algeria’'s current leaders to
hang onto power when the
mandate of the High Council of
Sate expires at the end of this
year. Can they get away with
this? The answer, as always in

Algeria, depends on the army.
-— GEMINI NEWS

OPINION

Breast Feeding —

What s not stressed in the
modern western literature on
human breast feeding of the
baby is the establishment of the
spiritual link between the
mother and the child. This has

far reaching importance to fam-
ily attachment and unity not

only u!ﬂunuglmut life but extends
into successive gencrations.
The family is the very basic unit
and nucleus of the society. The
sages, such as Confucius,
pointed it out, later to be con-
firmed by the social scientists.

What is happening in the
Western way of life is the de-
generation of the family and the
erosion of filial ptety, a [actor
attributed the wise to the
severance of the various links
with the parents. This link
should start early in life, in fact,
right from birth. That is where
the mother comes In with
breast feeding. The psychologi-
cal factors In this bond has
been well documented.,

Pysically there are many
practical advantages of breast
feeding. The mother's milk is
des and fit for the human
baby; it has the right formula, it
is fresh, portable, pre-warmed,

| germ-free, and needs no se

rate container (may be fu :r-l'

{ﬂnl]lnbcumd.'l‘hh:lm-e

A Mawaz

hysical contact between the

and the mother is easen-
tial for the of security by
the child for normal mental
growth and development. The
medical profession can nt
out the medical benefits of this
natural product, such as the
presence of various kinds of

“medicines” [antibiotics, and

other preventive agents) which
the baby needs after coming
into this world.

An audio-visual cam
may be mounted not on
the rural women, but also for
the working women in the
cities. In fact, the village moth-
;hl'ﬂ' to fall back on breast
ing as long as e due
to the average h-p:.'lbw of

iving.

Sociologically we find that
the Bengall family ties are very
strong. The reason s not merely
due 1o the economic inability to
move the family to the place of
work. The deep inner urged to
ﬁ-nuwhnﬂlymbuthﬂn;
far away may be due 1o the cus-
tom of breast feeding so widely
prevalent in our society, and in
the developing countries.,

the Spiritual Lmkw

The main economic prob
is the lack of abundant :uppbr
of fresh local cow's milk at a
cheap price, nceded after the
weaning stage of the child. It is
heartening to note that our
Prime Minister is taking per-
sonal interest in the rapid de-
velopment of the dairy industry
based on rural economics.

Breast feeding is a big prob-
lem in the industrialized coun-
tries where the female labour
force is lured out of the home
and utilized to the maximum for
the rapid economic development
of the country. But at what a
tremendous cost to the future
generation | At |east the
Japanese mother is more sen-
sible. She stops working outside
temporarily to bring up the ba-
bies, and resumes work when
the children are grown up.

It is a false notion to believe
that a woman at home is idly
passing her time. In fact she s
over-worked as a mother,
housewife, and wife.

She should be for
her invaluable con tion to
the extremely t task of
looking afier the development of
the future generation. The future
ufﬂumunﬂyﬂmdcp.ﬂum I
her, and then on the politiclans
ad others,




