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Notice

Today's issue of The Dally
Star contains 2

pages of the
Rajshahi Board SSC Exam
results. Therefore, the regu-
lar National and Feature
sages have been dropped.
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NEWS BRIEES

Khaleda, Hasina

greet Hosokawa

Prime Minisier Begum Kha
leda Zia and Leader of the Opp:
osition tn Parllament Shetkh
Hasina yesterday feliciiated
newly-clected Japanese Prime
Ministcr Morthiro Ihmh:&
scparate messages, they
that the existing friendly rela-
tions between Japan and Bang-
ladesh would be further exten
ded, reports UNB.

UP Chairman held
in Netrakona

From Our Correspondent

NETRAKONA, Atﬁ, 7. Pollce
arrested an absconding
Union Parishad Chatrman on
charge of murder and recovered
a revolver from his possecssion.
Police officials of Sadar thana
said that they had arresied
Sohrab Hossain, Chairman ol
the Kailati Union Parishad,
from the Sekua village and re-
covered a Pevolver with two
rounds of bullets.

SPGRC starts 48-hr
hunger strike today
By Staff Correspondent

Stranderd Pakistanis General
Comumittee [SPGRO)
starts a 48-hour token hunger
strike this in front of
the National Press Club dema-
nding implementation of its
four-point demands, & press
reicase says

Army team off
to Mogadishu

The third and last baich of
the infantry battallon of the
Bangiadesh Army left Dhaka for
Mogadishu yesterday to join
fhe Uinded Nafinns Operations
in Somala |UNOSOM) The
team is led by Colone| Faruque

Ashingue. says an ISPR press I

reles s
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Foreign exchange regime further liberalised

The Bangladesh Bank yes-
terday announced a series of
steps aimed at promoting inter-
bank foreign exchange trans-
actions and also extended the
normal banking time by two
hours starting from today.

The decisions were taken at
a high-level meeting presided
over by Finance Minister M
Saffur Rahman at the
Bangladesh Bank. it was also
attended by the Governor of the
central bank, the Secretary,
Mintstry of Finance and other
senior officials of both the bank
and the ministry as well as
prominent officials of the com-
mercial banks,

According to a statement
from the central bank. starting
today the banking hours for
public transactions will be from
9:00 am to 3:00 pm on all
weckdays except Thursday. On
Thursday, banks will transact
business from 9:00 am to 12:00

By Staff Correspondent
m- L]

The foreign exchange regime
has been liberalised lurther to
make the Taka convertible,

Henceforth, the Bangladesh
Bank will no longer determine
the retafl rates at which the au-
thorised dealers scll and buy
foreign currency to and from
the public. The rates will now
be fixed by the authorised
dealers themselves.

The holding limits of foreign
exchange of the authorised
dealers was increased to 20 per
cent, from the existing Hmit of
15 per cent, of the oulstanding
letters of credit [L/C) Habflities.

The bank also increased the
spread between the buying and
sell rates of foreign ex-
change to and from the autho-
rised dealers, from Tk 0.10 to

" Tk 0.20. This was done, the

bank statement added. to acti-
vate the inter-bank foreign ex-
change transactions.

Banking hrs extended

Furthermore, to develop the
inter-bank foreign exchange
market, the “Foreign Exchange
Dealers® Assocfation” was
formed by the authorised deal-
ers. The bank will formulate a
code of conduct for the dealers
and for the efficierit manage-
ment of the associatjon.

The Bangladesh Bank from
now on will not buy from the
authorised dealers any
amount below 50,000 US dol-
lars. This is being done, the
statement saild, to promote
competitive inter-bank forcign
exchange transactions. The
Bank will buy only multiples of
US dollar 10,000, for example,
US $ 60,000, 70,000 and so on.

The Bangladesh Bank will
not extend any forward cover
facility to the authorised dealers
against any loreign currency.
“The authorised dealers shall be
free to take counter-cover
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60.78 pc pass RB SSC exams

Pabna Cadet College
bags 17 top places

By Staff Correspondent

e 1) aaet 13
Cadel Co

out of the top 20 places In the
combined merit list in the
Secondary School Certificate
(SSC) Examinations, 1993 ol
the Rajshahi Board.

The PCC cadets also cap-
tured the top five posilions in
the examinations.

It may be recalled that the
students of the Government
Laboratory High School. Dhaka
achieved an tical results in
the SSC Examinations of the
Dhaka Board, capturing 17 out
of 20 in the mert Yist and the

top five pilaces.

As | na B IRT studenits
out of 1 otal 1.45.229
Rajshahi Board cxaminees

came oul succesaful
The percentage of pass is
BO 78

Amo the succeasful stu-
dents, 37.994 passed In the
First Division, 42.48B8 in the
Second Division while 7849 got
the Third Division.

N Rahman ;I:dl!'ﬁ:abna
Cadet College top the com-
bined merit list from the
Science Group scoring 920
marks. He recetved letter marks
in all seven subjects.

His schoolmate Md. Ariful
Islam topped the Soctal Science
Group securing 888 marks

Khandaker Masud Parvez,
also of the PCC, stood second
while Syed Safjad Hossain stood
third in the Science Group,

Shahana Sultana ol

i Covernment Cirls’

Hﬁ and Samia Ferdous
ol t PN Girls’ High
School. Rajshahi stood second

and third respectively in the
Social Sciences Group

people were dead and 25 others
missing aller torrential rains
triggered flash floods and land

slides In southwestern Japan

Friday, police reported Satur-
. reports AP
Police in Kagoshima prefec-

were injured, one ol them a
woman rescued Friday after-
noon from her car trapped un:
der tons of mud in a landslide
16 hours earlier.

Police sald hardest hit was
the prefectural capital of Ka-
goshima City, aboul
kilometres (625 miles) south-
west of Tokyo, where 2560 .5 mil-
limetres (10.2 inches) of rain fell

ture, or state, sald 22 others

1,000

| Azharul Islam,

The combined
merit list

By Staff Correspondent

1. Nfloy Rahman roll no- Pab
[Cadet) 2, Pabna Cadet College,
total marks 920, 2. Khandaker
Masud Parvez, roll no-Pab
(Cadet) 5. Pabna Cadet College
(919), 3. Syed Sazzad Hossain
roll no-Pab [Cadet] 20, Pabna
Cadet College (915) 4. Shah
Zulfiquar Al, roll no-Pab
[Cadet) 4. Pabna Cadet College
[914). 5. Suman Chandra Roy,
roll no-Rang (Cant) 1,
Cantonment Public School and
College. Rangpur (910). 6. S M
Rajib Aman Rana. roll no-Pab
(Cadet) 8. Pabna Cadet College
(906), 7. Sadia Sultana. roll no
Bog-Ma-496, Government
Girls High School (900), 8
Nilotpal Roy. roll no-Raj 1,
Rajshahi Collegiate School. Md
Mahbub Hasan roll mo-Pab
([Cadet] 14, Pabtma Cadet College
and Md Zakir Hossain moll no-
Pab (Cadet) 38, Pabna Cadet
College (899 each), 9 Md
roll no-Pab
See Page 12 Col B
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on Friday alone.

That exceeded the city s pre-
vious record rainfall of 2168
millimetres (8.5 Inches) In a
day, on Aug B, 1943

Officials said death toll was
€ to swell as thousands
of police, firefighters and army
troops dug through huge piies
of mud and debris at dozens of
sites in and around hirmea

The city of 1.75 million peo-
ple is on Kyushu, the south-
ernmost of Japan's four main
slands. Kyushu is vulnerable to
strong storms and typhoons of-
ten accompanying heavy rains
between July and September

hima Is in the same
area where a total of 30 people

Cars and vans are left in the mud following heavy landsiides caused by a storm which it
southern Kyushu island, Japan, yesterday.

Floods, landslides kill 40 in Japan

—AFP photo

were killed In storms, landslides
and other flood related acel
dents Sunday and Monday

No immediate reliel was In
sight, forecasters said. Robyn,
or the seventh typhoon spaw-
ned in the Paciflic this year, was
approaching Kyushu, expected
1o dump heavy rains Sunday
and Monday, they said

Up to 206 milimetres (8.1
inches) of lorrential rain in four
hours Friday afternoon and
evening triggered the floods and
mudsiides, throwing more than
a dogen cars and trucks from
coastal rmads into Kagoshima
Bay and crushing or tnundating
hundreds of homes and buiid-

ings, said a police spokesman.
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the Biman's hangar at the Zia International Airport.

Repair work of | Salam Talukder may
quit as BNP Secy-Gen

By Asiuzzaman

Biman’s DC-10.
to take 18 weeks
By A KM Mohsin

Repair work of Biman's

damaged DC-10 aircraft, which

here last week, will take

about 18 weeks for completion,

according to a Biman mainte-

nance department source on
Saturday.

Seven engineers ol the
McDonnell Douglas Corporation
(MDC). the manufacturers, un-
dertook the preparatory work
on Augus! 4. After evaluation,
the team estimated that it
would take at least 18 weeks to
complete the work. the source
added

Meanwhile, two of the dam-
aged engines of the aircralt were
sent to Italy last month for re-
pair and overhauling.

Another group of 40 engt
neers and technictans of MDC
is expected to arrive in Lhe capi-
tal within a week with a plane
load of various repair equip-
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JU incident

FBUTA observes
token strike
today

By JU Correspondent

The Federation of Bangla-
desh University Teachers' Asso-
ciation [FBUTA) will observe a
token-strike in the universitics
of the country today protesting
the terrorist acts at Jahang-
irmagar University on July 29.

Teachers will bring out silent
procession, wear black badges
and hold meetings at their re-
spective institutions to protest
the atlack on JU teachers and
to reiterate their demand for
punishment of those involved,

The JU authority has already
lodged criminal cases against
21 Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
activities for the attack on
teachers.

The teachers came under at-
tack when a militant procession
under the banner of the 'Gener-
al Students Council’ ralded the
JU Teachers and Officers Club
demanding withdmwal of expu-
Iston order against a JCD
member

The Jahangimagar Univer-
sity Teachers' Association will
hold a rally at the Social Scien-
cr Faculty premises at 1] am

Our DU Correspondent adds
: The Dhaka University
Teachers' Assoctation [DUTA),
fin soldarity with the FBUTA
programme, will organisc a rally
near the ' Aparnjeo Bangla’
statuc,

Meanwhile UNB adds: The
Jahangirmagar University unit
of Canotantrik Chhatra Otkyo

See Page 12 Col 3

{ Islam.

.Engineers of McDonnell Douglas Corporation yesterday repairing the damaged DC-10 aircraft at

—Star photo
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Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukder is likely to relinquish
his position as the Secretary
General of the ruling Bang-
ladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)
during the forthcoming Nat
Council early next month, a
senior leader hinted yesterday.

*Of late he has been com-
plaining about his health to
his cabinet and party col-
leagues. Talukder, who has a
heart condition, may request
the BNP chairperson to relieve
him of the party post,” the
source, head of a council
preparatory sub-committee, tokd
The Dally Star on condition of
anonymity

Salam Talukder has been
holding the key-post for over
six years.

Local* Government. and
Ruril Development Minister
Salam Talukder was unavail-
able for comment because he
is out of the country.

“There is still enough time to
take a decision on this and the

party has enough capable lead-
ers to fill the tion,” the BNP
leader said, adding that

“However, as per the party con-
stitution. it is the prerogative of
the chairperson to take the final
decision.”

The council, on September
1-2, will be the fourth in the
history of the 15-year old party
which will also observe its

founding anniversary on the

. gpening day.

Under the party constitution,
some 2017 councillors would
only elect the chairman who
will later select his/her party
colleagues for different posts.

The sources declined to
name Lhe in the run-
ning for the SG's post, but
other party sources speculated
Works Minister Barrister
Rafiqul Isiam Miah — presently

See Page 12 Col 7

Hasina warns against
anti-AL move

By Staff Correspondent

S

Awami League Chiel 'Sheikh
Hasina yesterday hit.out at
those trying to harm her party
by dividing the pro-liberation
forces,

In an oblique reference to a
current move by Dr Kamal
Hussain and several “like-
minded” parties like the CPB

(reformists), NAP and the
Ganatantri to float a new
party — which they hope would

emerge as a third forum In the

country’s politics — Shetkh
Hasina . “This was all part
of a conspiracy.”

The Awami League chiel
wamned that this so-called “third
force’ will only strengthen the
hands of the lorces opposed to

Doctors observe I

3-hour strike

Doctors of different city
hospitals and clinics observed
a 3-hour token strike
at the call of the
Medical Association (BMA)
protesting the brutal murder of
a colleague, reports UNB.

Dr Rafiqul Islam, 32, was
beaten to death in Farmgate
area by a group of hawkers
Tuesday night.

The doctors brought out a
silent procession in the city
and nuglmlllﬂ:l a memorandum
te Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury demanding arrest
and trial of the killers of Dr

Sce Page 12Col 7
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WASHINGTON, Aug 7° The
United States wantis Bosnia's
president to know air strikes

his Serbian loes are un-
likely unless he returns to the
negotiating table, & White
House official says. reporis AP

leader of the US Scnale, Bob

the Geneva negotiations over
former Yugoslavia and urged

position ... and W commil the

Unfted States to supporting
anly a settiement that raryt
reward i and genocide
of the Serbs

“This is not just Bosnia's last
chanee, but

US links

The Republican opposition
Dole. however, bluntly attacked

Prestdemt C to ‘rethink his

international

air strikes to Bosnia’s return to talks

community’s last chance 1o do
what s right — to nt the
fall partition of Bosnia,’
Dole in a Friday statemenis

Bosnian President Alfja lzet
begovic pulled out of the Gene
va talks this week to protest
Serb ollensives around Saraj
evo, his capital

‘Our position Is that use of
forceful action s designed to
CHCOUrnge inttons in Gerwr
va, 10 relieve the humanitarian
detertoration in Sarajevo and 1o
end the strangulation,’ a White
Howse [reign palicy official,
who spoke on condition ol ano
rymity, sald Thurmday night

NATO earlier this weck
threstened 1o bomb Serb posi

tions around Sarajevo.
The administration official

who spoke anonymously iIn
Washington sald the Boanfana
were told Thursday that o
[zethegovic is seen as holding
up the peace process. the air

— Ediodalon Paged

strikes would be less likely to
peCur

The Serbs promised Thur
sday o end thetr on Sam-
jevo. Although the U States
is akeptioal of the Serblan

ovic Lhat his absence al Geneva

rould make it look like his
governimenl nol the Serba -
are an ohatacke o peace

Dole charged that Geneva
negotiators David Owen and
Thorvald Stoltenberg “are mer-
cly facilitators of Bosantan sur-
render ... thetr solution to »i-
lencing the guns around Sara-
jevo I8 to give the aggressors
what they want. This is nol a
negotiation.”

The senator added Owen and
Stoltenberg “should take a long
vacation® o mn; UN "-ﬂ:l
uens upholding the inte
Bosnia Herzegovina .nf'gu
own earlier statements against

and dismemberment.’

Top US and NATO offictals
sent & strong signal Friday to
Bosnia s Serbs to halt thetr
siege of Sarajeve or face swill

military action. "Ihﬂmllm
oprration is 5 Secre-
tary of State Warren Thris-
I :
Christopher flew to an US
Air Force base In ltaly, for a
bricfing by NATO Secretary-
General Manfred Woerner and
US Qen John Shalikeshvili, the
iwu‘n top military comman-

Al a news conference after-
ward, Woerner said a final de-
ciston on military plans will be
made by the 16 allles next
week. The NATO mi com-
mritiee will meet Sat and
the alliance’s governing body In
Brussels will review plans on

See I'age 12 Col 8

irdependence and democracy.
She was addressing a grou
of some 5000 local leaders
workers of different political
as well a social activists
from Bak j thana, led by
Syed Masud Reza, a freedom
fighter and industrialist, who
formally joined the Awami
The Opposition leader in
Parliament said the AL had
faced all conspiracies against it
in the past and was ready to
undo such intrigues along with

: PRICE TAKA 4.00

[ PM's surprise

visit to a
pry school

Prime Minister. Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday paid a
surprise visit o a 63-year-old
government school on
the outskirts of the capital to
see for hersell the running of
the institution, reports BSS,

Begum Zia's unscheduled
visit to the Azampur Gowern-
ment Primary School near Tong)
yesterday mormning overwhelmed
the students and the teachers.

She checked the attendance
of the students and enguired
about the progress of their
studies and the problems en-
countered by them.

Begum Zia mixed with the
young students of the school,
established in 1930. She talked
with the students of different
classes and asked them various
questions to test their knowl-
edge.
Shuktara, a student of Class
Two, when questioned by the
Prime Minister promptly re-

See Page 12 Col 5

Shibir-BCL clash
Dagonbhuiyan
College closed

sine die

FENI, Aug 7: Dagonbhutyan
Igbal Memorial College was
closed sine die today after a
clash bttmklfl:lr rival student
groups that 20 people in-
jurcr including Principal and
two teachers of the college, re-
ports UND.

Police and witnesses said
the clash ensued at about 10
am following an altercation be-
tween su of pro-Awami
League Chhatra League and
Islami Chhatra Shibir.

BCL supporters chased the
Shibir activists to the Princi-
pal’s office. Principal Ansar Alf,
two other teachers and two
activists of the Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal were infured in the
melee.

Both the student groups

used s stones and 'Kinch',
and blas
three and a

Riot police from Feni brought
the situation under control atl
about 3 pm.

Four Shibir workers and two
JCD activists were rushed to
the Fenl Sadar Hospital with
serioms wounds.

Shevardnadze
takes over as PM

TBILISI [Georgila), Aug 7:
Georglan head of state Eduard
Shevardnadze concentrated |
power over his strife-torn
Transcaucasian stale in his
own hands on Friday by taking
over as temporary Prime Mi-
nister, reports Reuter.

Premier Tengiz Sigua earlier
announced his government's
resignation, a move swiftly ap-
proved by a parliament clam-
ouring for its dismissal. at a
stormy session of the legisla-
ture,

Shevardnadze, in a charac-
teristically doom-laden waming,
told deputies Georgla's very ex-
istence was threatened unicss
power was centmlised and an

emergency regime brought in

Heartiest Cct:mgratulation
0

Mr.Obaidul Karim, Managing Director
of Orion Group of Industries on his

taking
Kohinoor

over

Under
the Kohinoor

(Bangladesh) Ltd.

the
Chemical

his able and

Management of
Company

dynamic leadership
Chemical Company

will regain its lost

reputation and shall play a vital role in
the progress and prosperity of the
country and the nation.
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