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Recriminations and
Reforms

Much of what Finance Minister M Saitur
Rahman says about mismanagement in the cum
bersome bloated administration, about its low pro
ductivity and, finally, about “too much political in
terference” in economic Eollcy management is und-
oubtedly true Not for the first time and probably
not for the last time. Rahman made all these points
before a gathering of businessmen and industrial-
ists organised b
Commerce (MCCI last Sunday As expected, these
observations, expressed forcefully and bluntly by
one of the key ministers in the administration,
won almost immediate endorsement Irom a Cross-
section of the business community. “"Here is a man
who speaks for us. from within the government.
many would say Some would even hope that in fu-
ture they can count on Rahman

Without casting any doubt on the sincerity of the
Finance Minister, some impartial observers would
now certainly wonder {f Rahman has not been in-
dulging in this exercise of recriminations a bit too

_for more than two years to be precise During
this period, he has launched repeated attacks on a
section of the business community. the civil ser-
vice. fiscal institutions, various interest groups and
bankers, among others, for their indifference, bor-
dering on hostility, towards the economy. more
specifically towards his own much-lauded macro-
economic reforms. During his marathon lecture
before the MCCI. he also issued the warning that
unless the macro-economic sector was stabilised —
obviously much remains to be done to do so — the
micro sector cannot be tackled. ,

The Finance Minister's wave of recriminations

roduee serious misgivings. One concern is, by
glammg various institutions. especially the fiscal
ones, government agencies — for that matter, the
administration as a whole — Rahman is creating
scapegoats for a possible failure of his economic

licies. To that extent, he — and the Finance

inistry — are in the process of passing on the
buck Omne would also argue that the Finance
Minister should certainly be in a position to set
things right, at least partially, in the cumbersome
administration that is said to be blocking the eco-
nomic of the country. After all, it is the re-
sponsibility of the government to do. not just
sﬁgnng its frustration with the people. Last but net
the least. many institutions, especially in the
banking sector, have been getting mixed signals
about how they should proceed in discharging their
responsibilities. The morale in the sector is said to
be low.

It is against this background of the administra-
tion's inability to set its house in order that we now
have a massive 185-page report from a team of ex-
perts, set up with the help of the United Nations,

While some reservations about the value
of such a rt, prepared with the help of external
agencies, t aper has played its role in focusing

on issues which relate to the emergence of a good,
accountable, transparent government in
Bangladesh. The report, we understand, contains
as many as 52 suggested reforms in the adminis-
tration., whose implementation would go a long
way in removing the so-called obstacles to our
economic pr that the Finance Minister has
been tal about. So, here is a chance for
Rahman to take the lead in studying the report and

that a decision on it is taken speedily, within
a stipulated time limit, before the study gathers
dust. For Saifur Rahman, here is also an opportu-
nity to discard recriminations — a somewhat nega-
tive position — in favour of a positive approach to
long overdue reforms even if they originate from
outside the mainstream administrations.

Insane Soccer

Like all other encounters between the giants of
the Dhaka Football League, Wednesday's was not a
great match. If soccer-lovers here remember the
cloudy eve 's exchanges on the [ield at all, it is
not because ol the players’ individual skill or me-
thodical team work but because of the ungamely
happenings both on and off the field. To believe
what happened other than the gbahle proper — but
all centring around it — is to be seen. With the
word go the players of both Abahani and
Mohammedan made their intention clear: whatever
else they would do, they were at least not going to
present one of the cleanest of shows. Indeed. they
matched their motive with their performance.

With tension ru high and pressure building
up on the nerves of both the players and their sup-
porters, es between the top teams of any coun-
try hardﬁ rise up to their billing. That is under-
standable. But what is not understood is if the
rising tension as well ought to be leading to frayed
tempers. Also understandable is the fact that the
mu field due to rain is not the most ideal play
ground for the players to their best and put up
a show befitting Ll?x{tir calibre, but then it is not too
much to expect that fleeting sparkles and occa-
sional brilliance of their great talent and mettle
might at least be on show. Indeed, the number of
players to do some justice to their names on the
day was few and fewer still to demonstrate that
they have a class of their own, not simply as a
player but as a character unstinted by the day's
ugly happenings. |

For Abahani the stake was
val, Mohammedan's, because
of the first leg for both teams, the reigning champi-
ons were trailing their arch rival, now leading the

ts table, by no less than three clear points.

to their task, the men in sky-blue were com-
mitted to the game more than their opponents. This
indeed made all the differences between the two
teams and Abahan! deservedly won. The win now
brings Abahani back to the title contention, al-
though the mer in black and white still lead them
by a point.

So much for the game. What happened following
the second Abahani can be a classic example
of shifting the blame of inept goal keeping and an
un ble failure on a scapegoat — in
this cast the referee who also failed to be equal to
the task .on the big occasion. The fact that the
losers on the field behave abominably and become
the cause for t the subsequent violence to

the terraces is a poor commentary on our star
. Their irres

ponsibility highly costly
nomy a.ndp;‘-twh;sal values. The

eater than their ri-
fore this last match

in terms of eco
Federation of International Football Association
(FIFA), let it be noted, has made provisions for
varying degrees of punishment for such offences.
The authority here must not let the offenders go

unpunished.

the Metropolitan Chamber ol

CCORDING to the re

cent budgel statement

of the Finance Minister,
"ODP growth rate for 1992-83
has been initially estimated at
around 5 per cent compared to
4 per cent last year Mt}mufn
the improvement is only
marginal, we should remember
that many countries going
through macro-economie
stabilisation programmes expe-
rfenced virtually no growth or
even negative growth rate " The
Finance Minister further stated,
"Our medium terms strategy is
to achieve acceleration of GDP
growth rate to around 7 per
cent per annum starting with 6
per cent for 1993.94 to double
our GDP at the end of the
decade.”

The GDP growth rate of 5 per
cent during 1992-93 was the
result of a bumper harvest of
paddy; this is a fact well known.
Hence neither macro-economic
stabilisation measures, as men-
tioned by the Finance Minister,
nor economic recession in the
global economy could hamper
our economic performance.
Being overwhelmingly rural,
good crops can make a signifi-

t difference in terms of GDP

rate. Therefore, the pro-

ed growth rate ol 6 per cent

jli:l'ﬂlﬂﬂﬂ-ﬂ would fail to mate-

rialize if the weather does not

remain favourable and floods do
not usher in havoc. ?

If we must achieve the
medium term strategy of dou-
bling per capita income by the
end of the century, th:_tn ‘; dui.ll
ble digit growth rate of 10 to
E::;nftl ought to be maintained

now and the year 2000

a of seven years only.
The stated objective of 7 per
cent rate would imply a
40 per cent shortfall to the tar-
get of doubling the size of our
GDP. ‘

Not that such double digit
growth rates are mere fictions of
our imagination; very much
within our close neighbourhood,
countries like Singapore,
Thailand and China, in particu-
lar, have managed to experience
such spectacular growth of
their economies on a sustain-
able basis, up until the present
recession beginning 1990-9].
China seems to have main-
tained a high growth momen-
tum in coastal provinces in
spite of deceleration of demand
and income in OECD countries
as well as chaos in other tran-
sitionally disadvantaged
economies of the world.

Double Digit

Growth Rate
Double digit rates are
difficult but feasible. The reali-
ties of our economic situation
must be fully comprehended
first. We must realize that GDP

growth cannot be dtpelndl:nt on

BOUT 100 members of

the Karmataka

Raitha Sangha | },
a powerful farmers’ association
in India, entered and partially
demolished sections of a factory
owned by Cargill Seeds India
Company in a pre-dawn opera-
tion on Monday, 12 July.

More than 50 farmers were
arrested during the incident at
the partially completed seed-
processing plant in Bellary, 300
kilometres from Bangalore in
South India. The Rs 70 million
(US$2.2 million) plant was
scheduled to begin commercial
operations in three months. The
farmers were later released.

Reports of the extent of
damage caused ranged from
near-total destruction to mini-
mal damage. In Bangalore,
Cargill Seeds authorities and
‘considerable structural dam-
age' estimated at Rs 500,000
(US$15,750) had been caused
to the administrative block.
main compound wall, ablution
block and security building.
Police sources labelled the
damage ‘minimal’, adding that

pm to
{1 only a few are popular. For this

a viewer waits for a

sion programme on various
topics on the 'important’ days.
There are many instances that
the ‘movie of the week’ is re-
placed by a documen pro-
gramme. This type ol pro-

may be accom-
modated in the afternoan or

Hmited time for ads

(which, | am sure, they do not
have). They do not bother {f the

Budget and Public Investment Decisions

bumper harvests; in which case
our economic fate would be bul

feting between good and bad —
dictated by weather induced
variations of farm outputs. We
should aim at 3 to 5 per cent
growth in agriculture on an an-

nual basis so that the average
rate of 4 per cent sectoral
growth is maintained between
now and the year 2000. The
emphasis is on the sustainabil-

ity of increasing the value of
agricultural output in spite of
natural disasters which as a
matter of strategy might seem
to be impossible.

As explained later, the cor-
rect mix of investment decisions
leading to disaster-free agricul-
ture diversification can alter our
current perception on produc-
tion variabilities in agriculture.
As for example, concentrale
agricultural growth during risk
free six months of the year be-
tween November and April
through frrigation, growing of
crops other than rice which
maximize the gross value of
crop outputs, poultry, ivestock,

uaculture as well as marine

esturine fishing As regards
agriculture during wet months
from May till October, we have
to live with natural calamities
but also concentrating on mar-
ket development including pro-
cessing of rice — the main crop
of the wet season — substantial
gains to the economy could be
brought about.

The main source of GDP
growth ought to be rapid ex
pansion of labour Intensive
manufacturing primarily geared
to export markets. Even 20 to
30 per cent rates of manufac-
turing growth have not been
uncommon in the newly in-
dustrialising countries ol East
Asia; while in spite of world-
wide recession, China's manu-
fncturlnLgmwlh in 1993 s
likely to be no less than 16 per
cent, Given the potentials for
quickly substituting imported
fabrics used by the garment In-
dustry, promoting exports of
leather and leather goods from
tanning local hides and skin,
emnurng‘lnﬁ screw-driving in-
dustries like electronics and
consumer durables, manufac-
ture of toys, growth of jems and
jewel industries and a vari-
ety of basically hand-crafted
manufacturing enterprises, it
should be possible to atltain
East Asian standards of 16 per
cent manufacturing growth in
spite of recession during the
next 7 years under reference.

Construction Industry

Construction industries have
often been the mainstay of eco-

nomic growth in industirialised
economies whose significant
sectoral growth potentials have
largely remad unutilised in
Bangladesh. Pent up demand
for housing both for living as
well as a work place, could run
into millions of units provided
the cost of construection could
be brought down within acces

sible limits of (amilies enjoying
an average monthly disposable
income of approximately 3000
taka. If, for example.c average
cost of construction with ordi-
nary finish is brought down to
Tk 300/sft. and housing loans
are made available at 6 per cent
interest with 30 years repay-
ment, then a 20x30 feet living
or work place can be brought

within the reach of ordinary ur- |

ban wage/income earners since
morigage payments would not
exceed one-third of the daily
earnings of Tk. 100 only and a
20 per cent subsidy should re-
duce such ts 1o one-fifth
ol the income of 4,000 per
month. On the other hand, if
construction cost could be re

duced further to Tk 250/sft.

through prefabricated modular

rate is a laudable objective and
doubling it by the year 2000
ought to recetve more enthusi-
astic su from the people;
ledJ’I:L it s & very
condition) that from patterns
revenue expenditures, esti-
mated outlays under the Annu-
al Development Programme as
well as proposed taxes and
revenue carning measures,
le could discern siiver
I:I within the thick black
clo from where economic
growth should rain down upon
us. It is very similar to
unorganised monsoon which

eventually brought in bumper
harvesis during the last two

People must be convinced
that thé Government is deter-
mined and with a nec-
essary set of actions to double
the size of GDP. Unfortunately,
it is not the case since desirable
growth rates to double income
have been scaled down, which
in itself is indicative of an utter
lack of bold ambitions as well
as strategic vision of a true
golden Bengal of future.
Although the process of bud-

WINDOW ON ASIA

consiruction technologies, Lhen
such artisan level income eam -
ers (Tk.3,000/month) could al
ford bigger housing units of
around 720 sit. Housing for all
would then become a reality,
not merely a slogan. Morvover,
the construction secior has the
highest spin-ofl effect in terms
of a large variety of products
and services whose demand
would simultaneously expand

The contribution of the Ser
vice sector o economic growth
can be maximised through
promotion of tourism, airline
business, tele -communication,
data entry and processing ser-
vices, books and publications,
expansion ol shipping insur
ance and other financial activi-
tes and engineering as well as
other consuliancy services de-
velopment.

Critical Decisions

The critical budgetary dect-
stons related to those invest
ments and expenditures which
are well within public sector are
essential if growth inducing
sectoral developments through

te investments should de-

liver the required increase of

GDP. A 7 per cent GDP growth

tary exercise under the care
of Mr Saifur Rahman has re
markably improved, and rev
enue side ol the budget experi
enced several noteworthy devel-
opments, VAT included, the
ADP exercise and the resultant
public investment decisions
leave much to be desired il we
intend to alleviate poverty, grow
and aspire to double the stze of
the cake called GDP

What are these critical in-
vestment decisions? Firsi, rice
agriculture s presently [acing
severe marketing constraint due
to the collapse of far e
prices of humid (particularly in
case of Aus and Borol paddy
during immediate post-harvest
period. Investments by the pri-
vate sector in market develop-
ment should be [acilitated
through provision of both long
term loan and short lerm work-
ing capital funds so that, ware
housing and processing ol
paddy with emphasis on by
product utilization o derive ed
ible otl, poultry feed and other
valuc-added products from

would boost the demand
immediately after harvest. To
begin with and in order Lo ex-
pedite the process, public in-
vestment in a pilot plant for re-

search, development, demon-
stration and RDD&T
should be a venture.
Government is bound to be
highly flatiered since fmitators
would follow in large numbers.
A similar venture for manufac-
ture of potate starch ceuld
boost the returns to potato cul-
thvators.

The main emphasis of public

investment in agriculture
should be on diversification. For
this , RDD&T projects
in mwrﬁturt for spread of
commercial orchid growing,
strawberry, mushroom and
other export oriented cﬁcmﬂ
vation Is necessary. getary
support may also be designed
for large scale development of
poultry feed manufacture,
hatcheries and poultry arming
Pineapples have a big potential
to enter the export market pro-
vided government support in
the setti up of canneries
could be

Public investment for manu-
facturing development may
concentrate on the setting-up of
the Factory Development
Compary for irvest-
ing in factory bufldings all over
the country for outright pur-
chase or hire-purchase by pri-
vate entrepreneurs — with all
the utilities provided. The com-
pany may also set-up complete
factories as joint ventures or on
its own, particularly in new ar-
cas as RDDA&T units but to be
eventually sold to private par-
ties. In order to promote small
to medium scale enterprises,
large scale construction of
shop- houses, combining an In-
tegrated business or manulfac-
turing and housing location
should be an ideal programme

along with supervised credit of
Crameen Bank type but larger

volume of funds unit of
loan. If we ml.rﬂﬁ';: double
GDP within seven years, the
major portion of incremental
output must be derived from
sources other than agriculture
and in this grand restructuring
of the economy, Faclory
Development Company would
definitely play the leading role
And, there 1s nothing new about
it, exactly this has been the
course of development In
Thatland where double digit
rates have now achieved
ur digit per capita Incomes in
dollar terms.

Promotion of acquaculture,
esturine and deep sea [ishing
through RDD units, investment
subsidies for purchase of fish-

Indian Farmers Attack Cargill Seed Plant

by A Special Correspondent

As part of a campaign to demand a ban on multinationals in the seed sector, a powerful
farmers’ association in India has attacked and partially demolished the Cargill seed-pro-
cessing plant in India. The campaign is aimed at protecting the rights of local farmers to
produce, use, modify and conserve seeds.

lice prevented extensive de-
struction.

This is Lthe second action
take by the movemeont as part of
a campaign targeting all multi-
national corporations operating
in the seed sector. Last year
approximately 1,000 farmers
gathered at Cargill's offices to
demand a ban on the entry of
such co ies into India. On
29 December KRRS activists
destroyed the official records in
the company's Bangalore office,
but no officials were attacked in
line with the Sangha's policy of
non-violence.

The KRRS, led by Professor
of Law Nanjudaswamy, laun-
ched its ‘seed satyagraha' [a

‘satyagraha’ denotes action of
civil disobedience] late last with

the aim of protecting the "rights
of farmers to produce, use,

modify and conserve seeds’.

The 13-year-old movement grew
out of the farmers’ uprising
against levies on frrigation wa-

ter in Dharwad district.

This fundamental right is
under threal [rem multinational

sced companies (MNCs) which
see farmers’ rights to their own
seeds as an obstacle to market
expansion by MNCs. The
Bellary raid was carried out as
part of protests against the ac-
ceptance of the General
Agreement on Tarifls and Trade
[GATT)/Dunkel proposals on
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viewers have to wait for the
whole twenty minutes, till the
latenight news in Bangla and
English end, to see the remain-
ing part of the film which ends
only after two minutes. | believe
it is intentionally done for which
a viewer loses his concentration
in the theme of the film. News is
neither a programme of recre-
atfon nor a programme to be
swallowed. A viewer who ob-
served the news at 7 ang 8 am,
2 pm, 510 pm, 8 pm and 10
does not need to listen to
night repetition of the same
news.
We have a democratic gov-
ernment now but BTV is playing
the same role as it did during
Ershad regime. By doing this,
BTV is not only keeping us
awake till midnight but also

torturing mentally. | am afraid, *

if this quality of service
continues, the Heence fee may
be stopped by the viewers and
representatives coming for
verification of licence may even
be manhandled by the public,
Who will be responsible for
anything so untoward?

Zafar Shaheen
80, Elephant Road, Dhaka

Seeking a trouble
free life

Sir, Your columnist SAMS
Kibria's article "Ordeals for
Citizens" appearing on 13th
June was wise and strongly
worded.

Articles, editorials, etters,
often in very caustic language,
had been published over the
years without any result. Yet

when some one delivers harsk
words to the ssors, the
sufferers get a kind of psycho-
logical reliefl and satisfaction.

Questions arc: Whom are
you complaining against? Who-
m are you complaining 10?7

Some arc suggestling Lhe
carly appointment of the
Ombudsman. May be he will be
a good man. But it will not be
onc-man show.

Novelist Humayun Ahmad is
facing legal action lor suggest-
ing in his story that some
judges are corrupt. The other
day you carried the news of
dismissal of three judges for be-
ing corrupt!

Decades ago a friend of mine
narrated his experience of book-
ing rallway wagons from
Chittagong to Dhaka. He said
the fixed tip was one hundred
Taka per wagon over the official
freight. One day, reportedly, his
man came to inform that from
“today {t is two hundred Takas".
Why? Allegedly because an
anti-corruption inspector had
been installed there after re-
peated complaints about the
corruption of the raflway book-
ing clerk.

Now every one has turned
bold, daring and desperate.
Some at the top are found lo

‘" turn oo rich too soon while

others like our utility inspector,
meler readers, bill clerks, ledger
keepers, supcervisors, Lheir
union leaders, may be are
merely Lrying to make their life
a little more comfortable. Who
could blame them? And who
would dare to question or catch
them?

agriculture by the Indian gov-
ernment. The KRRS has been
campaigning against the pro-
posal for patenting of life forms
for the past seven months.
According 1o news reports in

India, the KRRS said the
Dunkel pro were deltri-
mental to Indian Iture as

they were aimed at patenting
plants and genes, and were part
of an international conspiracy
to deny farmers the right to
produce, modify and sell seeds.
They demanded a ban on
multinationals in the seed sec-
tor, a total rejection of the
Dunkel . and mainte-
nance ol stats quo with regard
to the Indian Patent Act of

Years ago | saw a drama
where a character in extorting
four thousand takas as bribe
from his client consoled the
client: “Sir, don't mind. | take
this from you today. Tomorrow |
shall have to pay the entire sum
for the admission of my sons to
school.”

This is not however, true for

Sir, 1 am such a privale cid-
zen like mahy others. | am a
thiel-fearing simple soul. My
phone seems Lo be already un-
der ‘sublease’ to another mys-
terfous unlisted subscriber; his
calls are added to my bill while
he pays to his bencfactor.
WASA gives me lump figures of
arrear bills on printed hand
bills. WHen | complain in writ-
ing with copies of all my upto-
date payments, they ask me
over the phone and by words of
the month to see them in their
office. Some even are as bold
and frank to say about the
"well-known number two busi-
ness in h”.

The number of real default-
ers do nol scem Lo be enough o
salisfy the demands of this un-
official toll collection!

WASA discontinued sell-
billing from January. Bul no
meler reader came, nor any
computerised bill, till end of
June. So a bill was collected
from its head office at consider-
able transport cost. This had to
be done after failure to contact
any one over the phone in the
office numbers published in
newspapers, Perhaps they are

in the Eden Building “for
meetings at the Ministry”.

1970, which excludes patents
on all life forms.

KRRS General Secretary
Hanumanagouda told the Union
Government (o Llake a decision
on the Dunkel proposals only
after discussion with state gov-
ernments. He said that the

had also been demand-
ing that the Union Government
furnish details of MNCs which
had been allowed to sel up
business in Karnataka.

There are currently a total of
six new multinationals in
Karnataka either operating or
scheduled to commence o -
tions shortly in the ficlds urg:d
and medicine. .

"Our movement will be in-
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Many in authority routinely
sermonise about honesty, speak
against corruption. - But we
know them in their true colours

Now my back is against the
wall. There is no other source of
water for me. And water is life.
How much more do | have to
pay for it? And from where do |

get the extra moncy?
A suffering citizen

Letter writers' cell

Sir, The formation of a
‘Letter Writers’ Cell' or a
'‘Forum' is not at all the crying
need of the countryfolk — that
too at the cost of the
Honourable Prime Minister's of-
fice. Readers who are genuine
in their thoughts and look at
matters consciously must have
noticed that even if not always,

frequently, prompt actions
take or a request ful-
filled by the authorities con-
cerned if and when such a letter
in the Readers' Column

of a newspaper.

It is my earnest request that
readers who are secking the
Honourable Prime Minister's in-
tervention in matters that in-
volve the whole nation, Includ-
ing those who write, should
think with llmﬂg.-ll'mmﬂy
accepting the fact the op-
position party also has respon-
sibilities to out besides
the vartous relevant depart-
ments or organisations. | can-
not agree that no action ever
takes place nor that the au-
thorities concerned never
bother. For, if that were so, to-
day there would not have beer,

ing vessels, processing unils,
deal

potential o enhance

economic growth Construction
industry on the other hand
might be the prime mover of
econamic growth.
allocation of funds is reguired
o set up government housing
banks, expa

Immediate

nd faciities of
Research Institute, fa

cilitate financing of industries

construction busincss

and initiate land acguisition for

real estate development.

Service Sector

in the service sector, privaie
entreprencurs are yet to venture
and, therefore, government ini-
tiatives are necessary ai this
stage The investments in this
case, will inchude infrastructure
development for tourists at
Cox's Bazar, training institute
to create a computer-literate
workforce, demonstration of
modern desk-top publication
business, privatization of
telecommunication business

and expanston of Biman flights
for tourists as well as cargo

flights for fresh foods and flow-
ers to Europe, Middle-East and

high potential geared
specific context of purely sec-
toral first, agriculture di-

poultry during disaster free
months; second, manufacturing
development through ready-
made Ltnﬂ' bulldings; third,
reduced construction costs and
large scale financing for hous-
ing through long term morigage
loans; and lastly, direct initia-
tion of development ol serviee
industries like tourism and data

procrssing,

There is no doubt that gov-
ernment can do more by doing
leas. But the jleast that belongs
o publie sector must! b care
fully discerned and acted upon
thfough carefully chosen In-
vestment plans. Unfortunately,
this important expenditure
of the budgrt s lacking in depth
as well as inspiration for the
people.

On the other hand, the most
admirable aspect of the budget
s the boundless sincerity of the
Finance Minister to the task In
hand. | am hopeful that In
course of the next budget, eriti-
cal investment dimensions are
likely to be sharply focused in
such a way that the entire na-
ton will be inspired to
for the few growthful years
before the end of an otherwise
sordid century lor our mother-
land.

tensified, and the farmers will
continue to wage a relentless
battde agatnst multinationals,”
said Prol Nanjudaswamy. He
announced the KRRS's inten-
tion to destroy the property ol
MNCs operating in Karnataka to
months ago.

“This ts a warning to Prime
Minister Narashimha Rao", he
added, referring to the Bellary
atltack as merely the first stage
of a programme which will
escalate, He identilied the W R
Grace [of Florida) neem-bascd
pesticide manufacturing plant
in Tumkur and the Pioneer

Hybrid Seeds Lid at
Ranebennur as future targets
for similar agitations.

Cargill Seeds, a joint venture
of the Delhi-based Tadco Group
and Cargill Incorporated USA, is
constructing seed-processing
plants and huge godowns in
Bellary to store seeds. This lat-
est incident would delay the

completion of the t, and
Cargill spokespersons have said
the company is contemplating
legal action

— Third World Network
Features

a single letter writer nor any
letter’ writers' column in any
newspaper (or weekly) of

However, it is hoped that
each authority concerned would
take up new initiative to miti-
gate problems facing the coun-
u}rfurk sooner and in greater
numbers as is demanded by the

"Munir hanged"
Sir, There appeared a news
as a boxed ftem in the [ront
page of The Daily Star on the
30th July — in which the DIG
(Prison), inter alia, states that
'there is no rule for taking any

photograph inside the jail or of

taking any picture of the body
of a hanged person’. This

statement of the DIG (Prison) is
contrary to the news which ap-
in The Dafly Star dated
the 27th July (front page) under
the caption "Munir hanged”. In
that news it was narrated that
"....after the execution, his body
was taken through the corridor
to the main gate, and the r.il
sources said thntkth: puk.:]:
photographers took sever
snaps of his (Munir's) body."
The publi¢ remains
bewfldered at the self-contradic-
tory news dished out from the
same source [Jafl authorities).
Will someone reconcile the con-
tradictions to assuage the cu-

riosity of the general public?

Iftikhar Imam
! 50, East Raja Bazar, Dhaka



