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We reproduce, on the occasion of 22 Shraban,
Tagore's anniversary of death, two of the Tagore
Songs transiated by Md. Anisur Rahman from

our 7th May issue

The cloud says
1 will go.

The night says

"l am going.”

The sea says

"l have found my shore—

| am o more.

Sorrow says
"1 stay, sflent,
as a mark of His lect.”

1 says
There is nothing maore
for me to long.”

The werld says

“There welcome-bouquet awaits Thee ™

The sky says

"Milllon stars are shining for Thee.”

Love says
"Age aller age
| stay awake for Thee.”

Death says
"l row Thy Lile-boat.”
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Megh bolechhe jabo jabo

Ami shraban akashe oi

There,

in Lhe cloads of the srabon sky,

| have latd my lear-washed cyces

Awake age they, blinkless, all night,
Gazing beyond the horizon of separation,
Staring for the one gone beyond sight,
Dreaming of the mass of her hair

flying with the gust of the east-wind

In the green Tamal wood,

On the pathway along which she departed
At the setting cow-dust hour,

Pain is entwined in its grass,

Trembling with the breath of its blades

Those backward looks, again and again, ol hers

Cling on to its shadow.

Tagore's funeral pmr-es before : r Senate House ﬂf Calcutta University.
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' UPERIMOWERS and Se
|, curity  in the [Indian
Ovvean A Soulth Asian

authored by Syed
Ariway lesnor ol
International History, Dhaka
University, is a scholarly stud,
on Lthe security ol the Indian
Ocean region with its locus on
the Indian Ocean as a Zone ol

Husain ' re

| Neace

e concept of Indian Ocean
ol Meace represents
an area ol major concern Lo the
South Asian region and the in

| termational community. As the
| concepl has evolved since the

197 | Declaration ol the UNGA
a lairly extensive literature on
the IOZF dwelling on the var
ous aspects of the concept has
also grown

The special value of the pre
scnt study lies in the new di
mension it adds by concentrat
ing on a particular region of the
Indian Ocean, namely, South
Asia and linking superpower

Superpowers & Security in the Indian Ocean:
A South Asian Perspective

by Syed Anwar Husain

Academic Publishers, Dhaka, 1992

Pages 206, Price Tk195/.

Reviewed by:

National Professor, Muhammad Shamsul Huq
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securily perceplions with (hose
ol the seven South Asian mem-
ber states of the SAARC

As rightly siressed by the
author, the IOZP should not be
viewed merely as a negative
protest against the intrusion of
external powers. The original
declaration of 197 | has over the
yrlra gruwr- in context and

strategy with a positive pro-
gramme ol-restructuring the
relational status of the Mt
toral /hinterland states vis-a-vis
the external powers on the ba
sis of mon-military defence and
intra-regional relations

The i st in fts his
torical overview of the [OZFP
underlines, some of the lmp-c:-r-

tant geo-strategic realities and
problems compounded by the
lack of an ident| of views
among the littoral/hinterland

staies on the effectiveness of a
peace zone excluding great
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Quest for an Acceptable Peace Zone

- BOOK REVIEW

power presence and exposing

their security o sources of
threat lving within the region

[he ques! as pragmatically
oointed ot this study, for a
positive and acceptable peace
FONE Mus rontinue until a
peace regime « evolved enesur
g the securty of the reglon
from both external and regional
threats

[his is a challenge not easy

o meetl. [t opens up a new hor
zon of cooperation for the
SAARC to explore and create
within the broader frame of a

neighbour friendly environment
a peace rone in the [Indian
region acceptable 1o all
the concoermner nations

The study is remarkable for
Ils lucid presentation and the
inaights it provides into (he
roncept of the WOZP and the
problems surrounding its im
plementation at the regional as
well as international level
wish It a HHF rirculation
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Crop Diversification to Increase Irngatlon Efficiency

ANGLADESH is primarthy
an agricultural economy
and would remain so lor

some time. Economisls agree
that without a break 1hmug',h in
agriculture, sustainable deve
lopment of non-agricultural
sectors would not be [easible
Further, the planners agree that
increased productivity in agr

\ culture would create additional

1'T‘r1'pi1rjn,'71"|l'r|,l nppnrtuntty- Imar

i ketable surplus, additional in

come and help to break the vi
cious cycle ol below poverty
level underdevelopment. Attem

| Pls to raise agric ultural pro

.- | ductivity through extension ol
| seet]l water-fertiliser technolegy

have been in the field lor three
decades and the primary locus
has been on paddy. Though
technological limit ol this
sirategy has not been reached,
field research has brought for
ward new guestions with res
pect to this approach

The questions rclate to un
balanced emphasis on a single
crop management ol input dis
tribution including water, ap
propriate irrigation technique,
eflective extension service, local
level institutionalisation of
lechnology related activity in-
cluding planning etc. The book
addresses itsell to technologies
for growing non-rice crop prof-
itably and methods ol managing
irrigation properly. Thus, the
delimitation of the subject itsell
is a constraint ‘but possibly in
evitable. The contributors in
clude agricultural economist,
agronomist, horticulture, soci-
ologist, marketing and coopera-
tive specialists. The list itself is
a lestimony to the depth of the
diverse aspect of the two di-
mensions that the book mani-

Thoughts on Tagore's Views on Education

ABINDRANATH Tagore is

the name of a great poet,

novelist, dramatist, short
story wriler, music COMpOSET,
essayist, artist and philosopher
to us. We know him as a
genifus with all such versatile
creative faculties. Therefore,
most of our discussions on
Rabindranath has been
confined on these subjects.

This will perhaps help us
know Rabindranath partially,
not fully. One of the identities of
Rabindranath was that he was
a great teacher and education-
ist. [t is quite surprising to
think that even many of our
scholars not to speak of the
educated sections of the society
know little about this aspect of
Rabindranath.

Some of us are perhaps too
eager to call Rabindranath the
universal poet, Kabiguru, ete.
Some perhaps may have read
just a few poems or novels or
short stories by Rabindranath
and hence claim that they
know Rabindranath quite well.
But how many men of letters
know that Rabindranath not
only wrote poems, but also told
very fundamental things about
education and got his ideas
printed in the book titled
"Education™?

Rabindranath realised that
under colonial education sys-
tern man can never get real ed-
ucation and grow up to be a
perfect man. He tried, during
his lifetime, to educate the na
tion in the real sense of the
term, by freeing the people from
the clutches of the colonial edu-
cation sysiem. ,

He wanted to build really
educated men who, instead of
exploiting the society, would
bufld it up. With this end in
view, he established an institu-
tion, Viswa Bharat{', the system
of education of which was quite
novelle compared to those of

traditional education.
He commented on the tra-

ditional education system,
“What we mean by school is in
fact a tool to give education.
The teacher is a part of this fac-
tory. With the ringing of bell the
factory opens at 10.30. The ma-
chine starts working, the
teacher’s tongue is also pressed
to work. The [actory closes at 4
o'clock, the teacher-machine
also shuts his mouth then. The
students return home with a
machine-made knowledge of

by Abdur Razzaque Khan

two or four pages. Afterwards
this education is measured with
marks allotted on them."
(Education Problem).

Those who are educated in
this machine-made education
systemn can never grow up (o be
perfect human being. Because,
their mental faculty and intel-

lect cannot develop [reely.
For, the aim of this éduca-

tion is not to educate a man
perfectly: this education does
not broaden man's mind and
enrich his heart. Hence, one
does not really believe in what
education one receives. Seo it is
observed that the message of
science does not reach the
doorway to one's mind even af-
ter reading volumes on science.
As a result, there arises a big
dissimilarity between their ac-
quired knowledge and its appli-

cation.
Rabindranath has explained

the matter thus, “The education
that we recetve all our life
makes us fit for a clerical job or
for doing some other trivial
business only, we keep all our
learning and education locked
up in the same box in which we
keep our office-gown and wrap-
per folded; that is of no use in
our dafly life. It will be wrong
for us to blame the student
community for this. Their world
of books is at one end and their
world of residence is at the
other, with only a bridge of
grammar and dictionary be-
tween them. So we are not at all
surprised to find a man well ac-
quainted with European philos-
ophy and logic nursing in his
bosom superstitions; orally
preaching the vivid ideals of
freedom on one hand and
binding himself and others with
hundreds of cords and threads
of subordination on the other;
enjoying literature full of diverse
feelings and not belfeving In
these values — to be engaged in
massing wealth and attaining
worldly prosperity. Because,
there is a real impenetrable dif-
ference between their knowl-
edge and its use and the two
can never be united together
properly.”

The greatest fault of our ed-
ucation system is joylessness.
We forget that education is a
matter of joy. Truly speaking
we are to forget this. As a
result, we get neither joy ner

education from our textbooks.
Sull we  memorise them,
against our will — what is es-
sentially required. This makes
us mobile or fit for doing any-
thing but the development of
our mental faculty. In this re-
spect Tagore regrets that there
is no joy mixed with the educa-
tion that we have been receiving
since our boyhood. Taking air
does not fill one's stomach, eat-
ing food does; but taking air is
necessary to digest food prop-
erly. Reading with pleasure
helps to grow the reading habit;
power of reception, power of as-
sumption and our imaginative
faculty get strengthened quite
easily and in the normal eourse.

The basic aims of education
should be to know one's land
and its people. But our present
education system segregates the
educated person from the soci-
ety. Not to speak of knowing his
homeland, a man quite fre-
quently lives in self-exile being
separated from his motherland
and near relatives. That is why
it is observed that when a bril-
liant student from an interior
village, after passing the sec-
ondary school certificate exami-
nation, comes to the city for
higher education, he does not
hesitate to leave his country for
good if he can get better oppor-
tunities abroad. Tagore has at-
tached special importance to
the matter.

So he has stated again and
again that the precondition of
loving one's motherland is to
know one's homeland and its
people well. Otherwise patrio
tism will turn to be artificial. He
has, therefore, said that the
principal motive of education
should be to know one's own
land. Do we, who speak of our
patriotism aloud, ever think
abBout 1t?

Rabindranath compared our
system of teaching and the
method of examination intro-
duced by the Britishers with the
art of stealing. He regarded the
so-called system of engaging
private tutors, taking notes and
passing the examination only by
memorising, as an offence. He

- saw the act of passing the ex-

amination by means of learning

., by heart is an act of theft. The

boy who carries a book to the
examination hall secretly is

driven out; and the bey who
carrics more secretly than this,
that is, carries it in his mind in-
stead of carrying it under the
wrapper, commits no less a
crime. What really should mat-
ter is the implication of this ed-
ucation in real life.

This act of 'subtle theft' is
even ted in the untversity
which is the central place for
freethinking and knowledge;
and to make brilllant result by
this method is often a very
praiseworthy matter. Hence, ev-
eryone is more interested not in
acquiring knowledge, but in ac-
quiring the degree. And the
heavier one's degree weighs, the
more intelligent, brilliant and
wiser one is deemed to be. His
price is much higher in the ficld
of education, job and of late in
the market ol matrimony. And
owing to this, a trend has been
observed among the students to
secure by any means a good re-
sult and not to acquire knowi-
edge. On the other side the
great teachers are busily en-
gaged not in real teaching or
encou the students to ac-
quire true knowledge but in
reaping their own benefits.
Many of the teachers are so
busy with ‘private tuition' or
working in various projects un-
der various NGOs that they for-
get that they have a duty to-
wards the society. The society
expects many things from them.
Thus both the groups, teachers
and students, are gradually
drilting away from the true path
of providing and acquiring
knowledge, respectively.

Trying to find out the root
cause of it, Rabindranath said
that everybody knows, our uni-
versities are In the pattern of
London University. Its aim is
not to build man but to identify
him. It has helped the trade by
turning men into market-com-
modity and fixing their price ac-
cordingly.

We have also considered re-
cetving certificates of that mint
of degree to be a thing of great
honour. It has become our
habit. Education in its real
terms maiters least to us. The
trouble with us is that we are
worshippers of the age-old pat-
tern. Isn't it tme we b loose
from this age-old educational
system and worked our way
nutmthcreﬂmnfrnledu{:l
tion?
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Irrigation Management for Crop Diversification

in Bangladesh

Edited by M R Biswas and M A § Mandal
Published by University Press Limited, Dhaka

Pp 236, Price Tk 400.00

Reviewed by : Muzaffer Ahmed
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The planners, researchers
and the donors have been con
cerned about low productivity ol
irrigation. To remedy this, the
policy ol privatisation of irriga
tion equipment supply and
management of rrigation sys
tem as well as credit lor such
purposcs was implemented
This, as the apthors point out,
has given rise 10 waterlords who
control waler market for irrga
tion. This markel operation
raises equity and elliciency is
sucs as the market is imperfect.

ihe condition lor econemic
elliciency reguires equitable ac
cess o inputls e, credit, ma
chinery, water, seed elc
Researchers found thay the irr
galion equipmenls are-under
utilsed and benelits [rom irm
gation are inequitably dis-
tributed.The inequity ol access
o imput duc to socio-economic
conditions on the ground were
found © be responsible for slow
growth of water market. The
recommendation is that the
remedy lies is removing socio-
economic inequalities and insti-
tutional rigidity so that compe-

titton in the water market lorce

the owners ol irrigation equip-
ment to operate them competi-
tively and efliciently. Good neo-
classical econemics is not nec-
cssarily good socio-political pre-
scnphon.

The rescarchers rightly
found that as our irmigation sys-
tem developed around the con

cept ol sell sulliciency in rice,
the performance of water mar
ket is djrectly related with the
elliciency ol rice production ef
jort. The HYV rice siralegy has
resulted in many adverse cffects
including those on horticulture,
pisciculture, livestock and thus
nutritional standard, on the
outpul side, the political noed ol
a urban based clite regime lor
containing a vas! majority ol
poor was o keep the rice price
low which did not help 1o Im
prove production efficiency in
agriculture In ecenomic terms
despite the fact that pushing
the intensive and cxtensive
margin in agriculture has
helped to achieve near sell sul-
ficiency in food grains. But the
benefit realised in this way has
inflicted a cost and the oppor
tunity as well as private cost is
Increasing overtime.

e deltberation in the bobk
advocates crop diversificalion as
an alternate strategy as they
believe such diversification will
increase efficiency of irrigation

management, improve [arm
level productivity, reduce larm-
ers’ risk, improve nutritional
standard etc. Can this be
achieved guickly and easily in a
poverty ridden economy with
small farms cultivated mainly
for subsistence? The authors
recognise that there are prob-
lems but their focus is on avail-
ability of inputs efficiency ol
related institutions and mar-
kets. Thus the basic constraint

MAMAGEME N
roa
CROP

I

BANGLADESH

in land management and socio
economic conditions of armers
The potential for iversification
:rr"l.jnb' cxinls

The rescarch done by the
si holars show that an insignifl
cant proportion of non-ree crop
use irfigation waler Small irm
gation equipmenit being flexible
as W location and use, is more
ellicient for trrigation in the
case of diversilied agricul
ture. This Is so because the re
scarchers have taken land
lenure as given and collective
planning as an impossibil
ity. The technical reason for
better efficiency of small irriga
tjon equipmen| has been

pointed out to be wt
efficiency ‘though improvement
ol water distribution system in-
cluding redesigning of furrow
could raise efficiency of larger
irrigation equipment by making
them available for use in the
case ol non-cereal crop which
currently get S0 per cent of
their need for water resulting
uneconomic use of land. This
land use inefliciency is partly
due to draft power shortage and
the need for finer tillage in case
of some horticultural erop.
Such tillage prior to irrigation
would help to save water and
help improve efficiency of water

s The researchers have not
forgotten to point owt that high
vield achieved through use of
fertillzer in conditiond of poor
d rainage soil fertility
and may beeome a hazard to
environment They have also
considered possibility of adjust
ing crop calender within limits
a0 as to make crop diversifica
tion agronomically more [easi
Fr e .

The researchers did not find
crop diversification to be asso
ciated with [lamily size, level of
education, larm size and popu
lation density The association
was with access to credit, Input
supply and support aser
viees The lnq.Hh_Jllnl'm‘ 1upiﬂ'rlt
systemn arwl avallability of im

inlrastructure were
o be Instrumental In
promoting diversified agricul

e pieLe
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lure as accoess W credit Input
markel and lechnology Im
prowves wllh irw reased e e
ol these bwo L lors

From the diagrosti st udy of
diversilled reglons the re
scarchers cognelude that el

clenl support sefviee, as wrll as
accees o mearket! and credit are
important lor crop diversifica
tion and improving eMciency ol
Irrigation where smaller eguip
ments seem o perform betler
I'he researchers sugges!t that
the support service provided by
the government should be ex
panded o COvVEr roe and non
ree crop throughout the year
After this, the researchers have
Decome more prescriptive as o
technical intervention with re-
spect o cropping pattern and
research intervention for non-
rice crop. It would have en
riched the study if the re-
scarchers did undertake cosi
penelit ol aliernate cropping
scenario based on agro-eco
nomic leasibilivy

| have learnt much from
reading the book and | recom
mend il o anyone who would
like to know aboul intricacies ol
Bangladesh agriculture from a
techno-institutional perspecgjve

One Hundred Years of Peter Rabbit

Continued from page 10
five years her junior, was a good
companion but he was sent
away io school and Beatrix had
no other friends. By the age of
15, she was being given a basic
education by a succession of
governesses. One, Annie Carter,
was only three years her senior,
and when Annide left to get mar-
ried they kept in touch.

Annje went on to have eight
children and one of them was o
play a part in the eventual pub-
lication of Beatrix Potter’s sto-
ries. Beatrix, with long lonely
days of having to make her own
entertainment, en drawing
and painting. And she had buiit
up quite a menagerie, from
caterpillars and beetles to
lizards and bats.

Delightful Countryside

The Potter family spent long
summer holidays in Scotland
and the English Lake District,
which gave her the.chance to
roam in delightful countryside,
alert always for birds' nests,
ponds with the chance of newts ,
and frogs, and even the occa-
sional snakeskin. For her this
was paradise, so different from

the city.

Her teenage years were not
particularly happy. She has
spells of ilinesses. Her efforts to
get out into the world were not
helped by the restridtive atti-
tude fowards women at that
Hme.

She made a considerable
study of fungi, and an uncle of
hers, Sir Henry Roscoe, tried o
get the prestigious Kew Gardens
to take an interest in her work
But the august gentlemen of
that establishment held up
their hands in horror at the
idea that a young woman could
seriously contribute to scientific
rescarch.

g However there was some
ght. Her uncle, impressed
her sketches, persuaded hrrb?n
serid some to a firm, who devel-
oped them as Christmas cards.
Now Annie Carter, her ex-
governess, comes back into the
picture, or rather Noel, one of
her many children, does. In
1893 Noel was ill in bed, and
Beatrix wrote him a letter. In 1t
she said: “] dont know what to
write to you, so | shall tell you a
story.” It was about four little
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rabbits, Flopsy, Mopsy,
Cottontail and Peter, and

copiously illustrated by pen-
and-ink dra Noel was
enthralled and kept the letter.
in the course of time, other
children in the [amily received
letters with whimsical tales

about Squirrel Nutkin and other-

characters.

Seven years later Beatrix
asked Noel to let her borrow
back the letter. She rewrote the
tale and re-draw the illustra-
tions sending it to six publish-
ers in turn. All sent it back.

Privately Printed

Far from Ilosing heart,
Beatrix had 250 copies m
printed. Some she gave away to
friends, the rest she sold. Before
long she had to have another
200 copies printed. A well-
known publishing firm, Fre-
derick Warne and Co, then
showed interest. Beatrix knew
how she wanted she wanted her
work presented: books small
enough for a child to hold, low

in price and yet of presentable

quality.

She got what she wanted,
and within a year 50,000 copics
of “The Tale of Peter Rabbit”

., had been sold. The unknown,

timid Beatrix Potter had arrived.
Her contact in the
Wame was Norman Warne,

a pleasant and hard-working
member of the family. In 1905
the two planed to but
Norman suddenly fell and
died. Just when Beatrix was
about to escape from the stulti-
fying world in which she had
been brought up, her for
a happy and fulfilled future

seemingly collapsed.
But publication of her tales
and continued, such

gems as “The Tale of

Nutkin®, “The Tailor of Glou-
cester” lnd “The Tale of Two
Bad Mice”, and the public loved
them. Beatrix thought of the
Lake District, scene of
childhood holidays, and could
now afford to buy Hill Top
Farm, at ., by the lakes.
It was a working farm and
plenty needed to be done.

Putti aside her grief, she
l:hrewni";:r‘cﬂ into the task, and

found what she had rather ex-
pected: by instinct, "and maybe
by ancstry, she was every inch
a farmer.

Lively Tales

Still the stories came. The
farm was infested with rats,
but, far from recoiling -~ 'h hor-
ror, Beatrix could visualise two
of them as characters for a book
and she featured them in “The
Tale of Samuel Whiskers®. Mere
tales followed, as lively as she
had ever written. For the benefit
of US readers, her story “The
Tale of Tommy Tiptoes® intro-
duced chipmunks and a black
bear.

As if she were not busy
enough, in 1909 Beatrix bought
a second farm. A Jocal solicitor,
William Heelis, arranged the
purchase. Four- years later,
William and Beatrix married.

Beatrix supported a number
of benevolent charities, particu-
larly the Invalid Children's Aid
Association. She also con-
tributed generously to the
National Trust and bought land
for it which she rightly consid-
ered worthy of preservation.
Farming continued to be a very
real occupation for her. She
died in 1943,

Licensed Manufacturers

The characters she created
still bring pleasure, and not
only in her books. they also ap-
pear on stationery.soap, bis-
cuits, baby clothes and a whole
range of other items, with BO li-
censed manufacturers in
Britain and 250 elsewhere.
Annual retail sales of such mer-
chandise exceed £250 million.
The books themselves are still
published by Frederick Warne
and Co.

The end of 1992 saw the
production of the first official
Peter Rabbit cartoon films. In a
world in which children's tastes
and ideas of what may be “a
good read” have changed wildly
from those f[ar-off days, the
charm of Peter Rabbit and Mrs

Tiggy-Winkle manages to sur-
vive — and means big business.



