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O be or not o be, that is the question,”
l — the leader and a
former S r of the parliament,

MulHtﬂlnn-thwpmﬂnedtM:mul
ﬂ-hm::rmbn“nym urt
the past few s, torn nﬁ

by indecision
driven by a sense of . not necessarily of
the kind that caused torment te the Prince
of Denmark.
One may not immediately think of Huda —

let's not get the Hudas mixed up — as a particu-
as one whose emotions re-

at that in the Calcutta station of the All India
Radto (AIR] in the forties, before moving
the erstwhile East as the head of our

—I'-:ﬂ-l mmtt
capable of quoting greal writers, in-
mm

felt s0 miserable, Others felt worse. Du
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Come to think of it, Huda should not hawve
that
crucial meeting at the residence of the JP

last week when all the rivals smiled at one an
other and "settled” all their differences, one line
from Ogdan Nash crossed the mind of a

Just rotting early ™

So, you see, it is good to read poetry. You
may just understand the thinking of our politi-
clans, past and present and even of future. Once
you penetrate their minds, the politics of

will cease to be a puzzie.

* w L] *

bewildering proportions.

Instead of fading away gracefully, like our
generals, our politicians just do not leave the
scene. They take a breathing time when they are
out of office, manage to take a few trips abroad

countries.
The had come up for a serious dis-

cussion with a noted South Asian personality,
Sardar Swaran Singh, a former Foreign Minister
of India when we met in Kuala Lumpur back in
1987,

Sardar Sahib, as | called him, was at the

Malaysian capital to look at the activities of
UNESCO. However, we took ttme off to talk of

other — | must say, more interesting — subjects.
At that time, Swaran Singh was closely asso-

clated with an international p of "retired”
ties of different countries,
which been set up by a former head of the

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP),
Bradford Morse. An unstructured body, the
group included several well-known personalities,
mostly from Europe and North America, who had
once served as presidents and prime ministers of
their countries, but it seemed they were no

longer interested in taking up active roles in poli-
tics.

Instead, as a group, these personalities met
from time to time, like an international think
tank, discussed issues facing the world and of-

fered advice, when il was asked for, 1o govern-

ments concerned. The group brought inpto its
work a dispassionate understanding of complex
questions and cxpertise, two essential assets of a

think tank.

In the late eighties, three members of the
group. including Swaran Singh, visited Nelson
Mandela in a South African prison and had the
vivid impression, as the Indian leader told me In

Is it possible to set up a think tank
for South Asia, one that will discuss
all the complex issues facing
countries like India. Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Shri Lanka and
offer some new ideas for thetr
solutions?

Kuala Lumpur, that once freed, the Alrican

a moderating role in pu
his strife-torn country on the road to mult-

The question that Sardar Sahib had in mind
was simply this : Is it possible 0 set
think tank for South Asia, one that

Shri Lanka and

such a

discuss
countries like

L - w *

HE tdea of a South Astan think lank

may well be an im ible dream. But Is

there any hope at all of setting up a
national one in Bangladesh? One geta varieties
of answers when it is put to lop leaders, the so-
called: decision- makers, of the ruling party, the
opposition and even of smaller groupings.

An answer from a member of the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) came as a retort, "How
do you think we run the administration without
a think tank of our own? One response from
Awami League (L] was equally unhelpful, "If the
think tank is té work outl answers to our present
day problems, you have to wait until we come to

r. At this moment, the task of solving our
problems belongs to the government.” The AL
leader thus simply dismissed the idea of even of-
fering what we might call "an alternative
age " In this respect, the smaller groupings
may be doing no better. Here, one exception —
some would say, a dangerous one al that — 1is
the Jamaat.

However, what BNP and AL leaders may not
know, the interest in promoting more in-depth
thinking among younger members of their par-
ties on con issues is growing all the
time. Many of realise all too well that this
Mhpﬂdﬂﬂmtmhthrﬂ
they must play in nat aflairs in not-too-
distant future.

At a delightful hunch here last week, one
young BNP parllamentarian asked this writer tf
The Star could start talking about promet-
ing “political morality” — his exact expression —
hﬂu-trnh, Al the same lunch, an Al. mem-
ber of parilament — also young and articu-
late — showed interest in d the -
tion of trying Colam Azam for his R
crimes, but | got the impression that he was
perfectly willing to go into the question in some
detafls. Others talked about mismanagement in

The seemed
but .hm The m the ﬂ:mi corruption, work stoppagrs
would we find people in these South Astan *° 9" @nd so forth.
countries to form such a think tank, wha h.hmth&:mmm.wmm
are familiar with the mechanics of , have ;w t somehow, somewhere,
the expertise and status to influence but a national think tank may be taking
are [ar from interested in taking tn any shape. All s not lost.

|

We identified a few noted personalities, in-
g a handful from Ban
just "qualify” for membership of the group.
However, there was one nagging question. How
could we be sure that these people, near-

:

, Gujral of India eor Sirimavo
Bandaranaike of Shri Lanka, would not use this
forum to return to active politics for their own
ends?

"Your see, my [riend,” Swaran Singh said in a
sad voice virtually closing the

who might

subject, "our

* * * *
VERHEARD at a reception:
"The leader s right, the party is not.”
“For every dishonest person you know,
there may be three you don't!”

L]
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CORRECTION
The birth anniversary of Tajuddin, the late-
lamented Awami leader, which was
observed last month was inadvertently
mentioned as his death anniversary in my
column "My World" published last Friday My
S M All

Media:

Building a Free Press in Kazakhstan

by Nicolas Michaux

The obstacles to a healthy, independent
media are not always repressive govern-

mgnts. Economics also plays a major part.

HREE experis — a Cana-

dian, a German and a

Russian — scored a "first”
for UNESCO at the beginning of
this year with a three-week visit
to Kazakhstan to help a country
moving towards democracy lay
the ground-work for press
freedom.

Kazakhstan had asked for
help after UNESCO offered its
services to the region at a semi-
nar fn Alma Ata last autumn on
press freedom in Central Asia
Its mment wanted to re-
form the legislation inherited
from the Soviet era. But why
the need for foreign experts?

You'd only ask that
if you hadn't been there’
smiled Plerre Juneau, a lormer
head of Radio Canada and of

the Canadian media watchdog -

body.

“Virtually nene of the old
Soviet republics has the capac-
ity to adjust to the new circum-
stances in which the media
finds itsell.” said Viadimir Gai, a
member of Russia's UNESCO
Commission.

The situation is even tougher
for the remoter former Soviet
republics, adds Rainer Fretherr
von Schilling, editor of the
German daily Mannheimer
Morgen. All they have ever
known is tsars, khans and
other forms of dictatorship.
However, democracy and inde-
pendence go hand in hand and
they now want to set up their
own legal systems. UNESCO
seems to themm an im in-
ternational reference, that ac-
cording to Viadimir Gai, has an
“extremely positive image™ in
the countries of Eastern
Europe.

The mission thus arrived in
a country in the midst of a vast

stitution establishing priority
for human rights and freedoms
and proclaiming freedom of ex-
pression (and) information.
According to the indepen-
dent Kazakh weekly Caravan
Business Week, the country
now has as many as 475 daily
papers. Yet only two years ago,
every typewriter and photo-
copier in the land was regis-
tered with the KGB,” notes Mr
Juneau. All the journalists the
UNESCO mission talked to said
press [reedom had made great

strides, although certain among
them were extremely critical of
the government.

While he declined to give de-
tails of the mission's recom-
mendations, which have not yet
been submitted to the Kazakh
authorities Mr Juneau said
economics was “"the man ob-
stacle to press freedom.”

The infrastructure in
Kazakhstan is poor. The only
big printing plant belongs to the
state, which can thus have a
say in what is printed. Reliable
sources of information are not

always available. Foreign news-
papers arrive in Alma Ata, for
example, three or four days late
and only a few local newspaper
offices can afford even a copy of
the International Herald
Tribune, which costs 82 — a
week's salary.

Advertising revenue is still
mt. "A [ree press in the
of a free .. said
one of the journakists the mis-
sion met. But most newspapers
live off state handouts — a
whole mentality which has to
change. "Many papers recoil
fru;::! i von
Schilling. "It's not the -
ment that shackles thﬂ
just easier to beg for money.”
Only a few of the hundreds of
gc over-staffed publica-
tions will survive the law of the
free market. "We saw newspa-

Freedom of Expression Exchange

Close to 1,500 attacks on freedom of expression are reported

each year, from

to terrorism. In recent years, more

than 60 journalists and writers have been killed annually. With

UNESCO's su
to collect and

a system of alert was set up last September
information on attacks against press

freedom. Based in Toronto, the International Freedom of
Expression Exchange (IFEX) is

Commitiee to

Journalists. It works close

by the Canadian
with the

international Committee of the Red Cross Amnesty

International. Recent actions include a c

freedom in Turkey, where 11

for press

journalists were killed last year.

IFEX is now focussing its attention on China.

IFEX, 490 Adelaide Street West, Suite Toront
Ontario — Canada M5V 1T2 e =

Tel: 1416 867 16 38 Fax: 1 416 867 10 34

pers without even a camera or
with just a single ancient
typewriter but which hired 50
people, many.of whom had to
pretend to be working,” said Mr
Gai.

Ethnic Minorities

Some papers are published
in the Kazakh language (the
Soviets imposed Russian on the
country), or in Uighur, German
or Korean. These also depend
on subsidies, but give a voice to

ethnic minorities Kazakhstan Emhkmtn itsell

On a barren shadowless place

a cloud arrives,

Freedom in Focus

warnts to and, in so
doing, avoid bloody inter-
ethnic strife that has riven

much of Central Asia. Press |

freedom and subsidies will
probably have o be combined
for at least an initial perfod, ac-
cording to the three experts.
One way they suggest would be
to set up an independent au-
thority to distribute the subsi-
dies on a fair and open basis. In
this difficult period, viable eco-
nomic conditions also have to
be created by reducing taxes
and costs to a minimum.
Overall, the space the press
needs has yet to be marked out
and developed. Any new law
must also ensure journalists
access to information, especially

of independent press council
could be set up to watch owver
press cthics, as in a number of
democratic countries.

Because of its | for
social and cultural develop-
ment, radio and television need
special attention and perhaps
separate legislation.
Kazakhstan could follow the ex-
ample of Western countries
which have set up independent
watchdog authorities,

The mission had great diffi- |
culty explaining the concept of
"public service” in this section
of the media, said Mr Gai. For
most people, "public® meant
i " and thus official
propaganda. This over
words symbolised a whole

the trees start growing from the raindrops

the Castle-roofs are transformed into shades.
The streets are not linked to any dwelling,
there is no footpath before the palace,

the mouth of a cow is detached from the grass —

oh! Such sickness!

and then who blows the pipe in the doorway?

who sings the song?

The pretenders are reassured, the prostitutes on

the throne
and the sword of sermon

shakes this earth in tremor,
— a poel has arrived, so we say.

— Translated by Helal Uddin Ahmed

Earthworm
by Shamsul Islam

Who does detach the garden from the heaven
Leaving behind a desert-like vacuum?
Whose 'nolok’' is dangled by the wind
In the quivering leaves of palm-frees?

And the distant

gap throws a peal of laughter?

In whose hair does the switch of darkness weep
Yet the striped cheetah dances up and down all

around?

The earthworm tussles with life
In the thicket of poison's neutralizer
Haply in hunger does death

Stretch out ts icy hands,

~— Translated by Alfaz Tarafder
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of Peter Rabbit

by Deryk James
LPS Special Correspondent

HAT an extraor-

dinary story” is a
remark that could

“W

well be made after reading one
of Beatrix Potter's tales for chil-
dren about Peter Rabbit, or any
of her other much loved animal

:

| I—--

Beatrnix Pnlllr fﬂr; 'Jl-i-n

characters. But §t could equally
be satd about the e of Beatrix
Potter hersell.

Her books have been
by successive generations of
children round the world, and
have been translated into 20

languages, including Japanese

is) (1868 194)), aged aboui 30,
Britush writer of stories for children.

Heel

and even Latin. An estimated
B0 million copies have been
sold. This year [1993) the
Victoria and Albert Museum in
London ts holding an exhibition
to make the centennial of Peter

Rabbit's appearance in Beatrix's

e

letter to her former governess’'s
child.
Bormn in 1568 to a

London lamily, the suthor
have been destined to be a typi-
cally Victorian stay-at-home
daughter. Her brother Bertram,

Continued on page ||

Russia — New Jourr;alism, Old Idealism

N a 17th century

next to a canal in SL Pe-

tersburg, a handful of
editors who used to be
underground and opposition
journalists now run Russia's
[irst private news agency,

They digest 30 stories and
editorials a day on regional
Russian news and issues, fax
them to a dozen subscribers in
Scandinavia and Germany, are
paid 20 per cent more than
their competitors, and pride
themselves on their :
"l am not a member of any

political party because | think
it's unnecessary,” said editor
and writer Andret 33, a
specialtst in Russian language
and literature. T am not a polit-
ical man. | am a journalist.”

Al some personal profit, too.
In a city where a ride on the

underground Metro cost five
roubles, Bogen is paid R9,000 a
month to edit copy and another
R25,000 to write articles and
book reviews. Not bad for a
young journalist with little ex-
perience.

His beginnings in the trade
were humble. In the twilight of
the communist years in the late
1980s, when St Pete was
still Leningrad, Bogen started
writing what he called “very
short, deep and bright” articles
for "a very small
called Private
gan of the national
Democratic Union Party.

Then in August 1991 he
heard about Severo-Zapad. The
agency had opened a few
months before, brainchild of
Leningrad dissident writer
Elena Zelinskaya. Unlike the
state Tass news agency, it had a
pelicy of hiring young people
with little experience and no
ties to the official press.

z:ll.mtnrpwhunljnb.
She likes people who, like

-
» BIl Or-

by Samir Asaf

Time erodes beauty patiently
Fading at dusk, even your eyes!

Old Parades Opine

her, started gn the right side of
the politieal fence.

the 1980s, she worked
as a guide for in tourist, the
state travel . night
and on mkm ﬂu-trlflr
ticles about real life in and
around Leningrad for under-

It takes so much to build. so little to break.
The broken pileces are better left alone.

Why do you look so gloomy?
Did you want the bud, a flower?
Words never did touch the soul,

Let us let our eyes speak tonight.

Midnight Sun

by Faruquddin Ahmed

There is the dark | saw so clearly
A ray of hope — a glimpse of the sun
Although it was midn

ight with no moon

Yet a sparkle of light appeared before me

| wondered tf | were in senses or dream

But no | felt sure | was wide awake
And no dream could ever be imagined
So what was it? — | don't know yet

| believe | saw what [ said, the sun at midnight!

And maybe In his hopes everybody

hope.

does |t
Beholds sunlight in the dark like hopes against

Jeffrey Heinrich writes from St. Petersburg

The new-found freedom of the press that has emerged in
Russia in the last few years means financial and
journalistic success for young reporters. editors and
owners. Private news agencies are providing reports to
several Russian cities as well as to Scandinavia and
Germany. But, as Gemini News Service reports in this -
profile of one such news agency, a few bugs still have 1o
be worked out.

ground newspapers. Some ol
her stories were published
abroad in the Russian emigrant
press.

Under the glasnost of then
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev

and spurred by the country's
new liberal press law in
January 1991, Zelinskaya
turmed from dissident to busi-
nesswoman. She applied for a
licence to open a news agency,
and got it.

"We started with one com-
puter and three reporters in a
room of the district city cpuncil,
after the election of the
democrats in March,” she re-
called. During the abortive mili-
tary coup againsl Gorbachev in
August, the agency got the big
break it needed to raise its
profile and attract [foreign
clients.

"Our telephone lines were
not cul ofl, because we were In
a city government building and
the putschists didn’'t know we
were there. So we were the only
press able to operate.”

During the short-lived coup,
the agency sent electronic mail
dispatches to Finland and for-
eign consulates in Leningrad,
and Zelinskaya's voice was
heard across the city from pub-
lic loudspeakers normally used
by the state. Technicians had
hooked up the agency's phone
lines to an obscure little radio
station called Open City and
she read the news live over the
air. It was a dissident journal
ist's dream come true, and #t
was good for business.

Today, the agency has grown
into a network of young corre-

spondents in 30 Russian cities,
from the Baltics to the Urals.
There are none in Moscow,
however, which Zelinakaya con-
siders an market
oversaturated with foreign jour-
naaltsts.

Hall of Severo Zapad's out-
put is sold to Finland, mostly

and associations in Teleimikr

For foreign subseribers, the
agency-generaled news on
Russia's internal political tur-
moil, its environmental pollu-
tion and hazards such as run-
down nuclear power stations
and hydroelectric dams draw
:::j most interest, Zelinskaya

arate monthly review in English
devoted to environmental is-
sues. "In the last two we
have had all sorts of possibili-
ties in Russia to have contacts
with foreign
Finland, and they are very open
to all kinds of information we
can provide,” said 37-year-old

agency writes in
Russian, but has four transla-
tors to turn into English, a

said Laura Jones, a 20-year-old
Harvard University student on
leave. She is one of two
American editors the agency
has hired to clean up copy for
R200 a page. The articles often
lack background and have poor
syntax and spelling before they
go out, Jones said. '
Some critics of the service
within the Russian media said

the agency’s faults 1
One Moscow radio m
year stopped subscribing to
Severo-Zapad. It said the
agency too often ran stale, two-
day-old news and got its facts
wrong on a number of stories.
“They were not as professional
as | would have liked,” the pro-
ducer said.

Logistics are part of the
problem. Russia's antiquated
phone system is one example.
Only at the end of last year did
St. Petersburg get direct-dial
service to Helsinki, only a few
hundred kilometres away.

It is also hard to get good, re-
liable reporters in a country
which until recently had a press
that "did not have to use [acts,

that simply put out propaganda
and wrote commentaries with

no basis in reality,” Zelinskaya
said.
Writers and editors such as
Bogen and Ze try to
avoid that trap. Their liberty as
members of the private press
carries with it certain respon-
sibilities, which they do their
best to respect. It is almost as if
the idealism and others
had under the old regime has
seeped into the work they do
now for pay. '
Bogen said: "1 work here be-

o i
ture needs to write, but | must
give to my society too. It is best
that way."

JEFFERY HEINRICH is a
Canadian journalist basedin
Paris.



