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drop by the secretariat of
the International Federa-
tion of Journalists. The

"electroni¢ mailbag” of
IFEX (international Freedom of

Expression Exc — see
box] has just been emptied. The
harvest of just one day doesn't
look wvery promising. A
newspaper closed in Romania,
another one in Lebanon, an
issue of a paper seized In
Turkey, death threats against a
journalist in Venezuela, new
restrictions on the press in
China, two ts arrested
in Cameroon, an appeal for help
from a radio station in Bosnia-
He Some good news

: a new Jordanian law
gives journalists better protec-
tion against prosecution.

In press [reedom in the
world on the march or under
greater attack? The answer is
probably both, the one because
the other. However it is clear
that there is a new assertive-
ness by journalists, editors and
pub » in many countries
and cultures on all continents.
There is a new awareness that

freedom of expression and press -

freedom are not only essential

political rights, but also a part
of the dignity which is the

birthright of all human beings,
their right to think and speak
frecly. Those freedoms are also
a condition for sound and sus-
tainable economic development.
The economic and environmen-
tal debacle in the former com-
mﬁnmﬂmuﬂnﬂ

it once
I TR

to prgtect the
rigitts of press and media work-
ers, the right to do their job
without threats to their free-
dom, personal integrity and life,
of all. For soci-

right to be informed
to know. Without these
ts, freedom of opinion be-
comes only the freedom to hold
express badly informed

Many governments still do
this, and exercise

broadcast by
the views of the US gouermument
of all human rights is the incc

agom 1o hold opinions and 3 ox
press Lhem in spoech o writing

"Everyone has the right o free

ess of fronticrs.”

One of the most fundamental

This right is rocogniced in the
Undversal Deoeclaration of Human
[Rights. As the declaration says

dom of eptnion and expression
LS WCTUGES [NE IMeeaom
o epinions withowt inter-
ferenee and 1o seck, feccive and
impart information and ideas

any media and regard
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Media:

"Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and ex
ceive and impart information and ideas through any
nght is increasingly recognized, but often not enacted; or blocked
Member States, has undertaken the task of *promoting the free flow
semination of information without any obstacle to freedom of exp
hesitation of donors, the Organization has launched activities promoting media independence at an ethical and legislative level, through better and
newspapers and offering emergency help to the media of ex-

training for journalists

r Yugoslavia.
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The map is based on a freedom of information *
index for more than 150 countries, established
early this yeasr by the French-based NGO,
Reporters Sans Fronberes. This index “grades’
countries on a six-pont scale, ranging from a
"very grave” 10 a "commect” situation.

- Using the usual UN system of geographic_
division, we have based sub-regronal averages
from freedom of information, caiculated on the

index ratings for each country and using a scale

Available data for the Pacific and Canbbean
were not sufficiently significant 1o be included.
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The ways of muzzling the press are many and varied, ra
economic pressures that limit independence. Despite the progress of the past decade
the state of affairs according to an investigation by Reporters Sans Frontieres.

. Dy supporting a vast operation to bolster Africa's new
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by Mia Doornaert
pression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, re-

media regardless of frontie

rs.” (Article 19 — Universal Declaration of Human Rights). This
by so many obstacles that it cannot function. UNESCO, on the invitation of its
uf]nfnr?anun at international and national levels ... and better balanced dis-
ression”. Ta

nation, m;?m torture and
Milestones

So it is very fit that the
UNESCO, plays nu:i.l-:‘:z impor-
tant role in the promotion of
freedom of and press
freedom, which are part of a
culture in the large and noble
sense of the word. The
Declaration of Windhoek (May
3, 198]) and the Declaration of
Alma Ata (October 9, 19972),

king the global situation into account, and despite th rado ted at conferences organ-
= e pﬂ xal by UHEEECU and UNDP,
cosponsored the

International Federations of
Journalists and of Newspaper

THE SPREAD OF FREE INFORMATION

Publishers (IFJ and FIEJ), are
truly milestones in the struggle
for free, independent and plu-
ralistic print and broadcast
media in all :

To go on spreading this
"culture of press freedom™ is
one of the very important things
UNESCO can and should do.

It has been a very important
step that UNESCO, which, as
all UN organisations, is an
“organisation of governments”,
has come out so

is not enough to guaraniee the
quality of the media, it is cer-
tainly a condition for that qual-
ity. As has been said long ago:
"A free press can be either good
_or bad, a controlled press can
only be bad".

On the practical side,
UNESCO can do much to help.
One of the main felds is
independent journalists, editors
and publishers with access to
training and necessary techni-
cal infrastructure. The UNESCO
partnership with the IFJ and
FIEJ, to do just that, 1s a prac-
tical way of realising the objec-
tives of the Windhock and Alma
Ata Declarations, at a time
when jougpalists and indepen-
dent media organisations are
crying out for practical and
concrete .

Under Director-General,
Federico Mayor, UNESCO has
shown its commitment to free-
dom of expression and press
freedom by declaring May 3,
Interpational Press Freedom

Day. This is a welcome yearly
reminder that freedom of opin-

nging from censorship to imprisonment or even the execution of journalists and, more subtle,
, press freedom is not a universally acquired right. The map presents

is stated in Article 19 of the

Human Rights Declaration.
Two centuries ago, the Irish

statesman John Curran

menl authorities.
Last werk in Alrica, for &x-

down scveral newspapers and a
radio siation. The police ram-
sacked the r offices
and ook away at leas! two

journalists. Nigerian police have
jatled journalists scveral times
this

your.

Last week in the Middic
East. a ncwspaper editor was
eriion D Tl pope
thorities se his paper
published an American comic
sirip that some people deemod
oficnsive on religious grounds.
This is the second time this
year that the Jeddah-based
Arab News, an English-lan-
guage dafly, has becn in trouble
with the ernment. In
February, the editor-in-chici
was forced W6 rosign afier the
papcer published a wire-service
report that conlained crithism
of the leader of a netghboring

(Freedom of Expression should be Umvemli

Following is an edilorial
the Voice of

America on July 30. reflecting ample, Nigerian police shut

One of the eountiries where
[reedom of expression is
severely resiricted s China.
Some Chinese, such as Wel
Jingsheng, have been in prison
since the government cracked

- down on the "Democracy Wall”®

dissidents in 1979. Many more
Chinese were im after
the crushing of the 1989 pro-
democracy movement, and
somc of them remadn there still.

The United States is commit -
fed Lo promoting freedom of ex-
presston and other human
righis on cvery continent. As

Scorelmry of Stale Warren
Christopher said a. Lthe recent
World Conference on [ luman
Righis in Vienna, the US

“agevda for freedom must em

bracc every prisoner of ron-
scienoe, every victim of lorture,
every individual diiind basic
human rights. It must also en

compass |he demoeratic move -
merts that have changed the

potitical map of our globe:

umented. '

In Nigeria, where a trend to
.cenomic and political liberali-
sation was acvompanied by a
liberalisation in the press, the
government 48 turning back the
clock. According to a May 6,
1993, Kaduna Radio broadcast,
the Government of Nigeria
passed a sonable Offenses
Decree that month which
states that anyone who s
judged to have disrupted “the
general fabric of the country or
any part of it” in speech or writ-
ing is Hable to be sentenced to
death.

Violence and intimidation
are not the only threat to press
freedom. Real freedom demands
access o technical facilities.
Too many governments retain a
large measure of influence
through thetr control of the air-
waves, their control of printing
and distribution facilities, and
their use of tmport and export
licences to “discourage” the
business world from placing ad-
vertisements in “unfriendly”
newspapers and magazines.

Real press freedom demands
and legal status are protected
from undue influence from
whatever source.

A free media is certafnly a
condition for a sound and sus-
Lainable economic
but the opposite is also true
One of the main obstacles to
media development ts the lack
of infrastructure, and the ab-
sence of a market of readers
and advertisers. This means
that many independent papers
and broadcasting factlities work

with a very small budfl and
are extremely vulnerable to all

. kinds of pressure.

Journalists in developing
eountries are often very poorly
paid and are obliged to have a
second job to support them
selves and thetr families. This,
of course, takes away from the
quality and integrity of their
Joumalistic work. Finding solu
tions for this chicken-and egg
problem of the link between
presa freedom and economic
development remaing a major

challenge.
Nationalism

AL the end of the 20th cen-

culture, or their in a
situation of civil or War,
this pressure is very difficult to

withstand Journalists feel torn

between their loyalty to their
people and their duty to report
honestly and freely. The funda-
mental duty, of course, is to
choose the truth, not to take
sides

never
always developed

wrote: "The condition upon

culture to leamn from others. won the day.

And culture has never meant I have never understood why """’"ml h'""l "“’I“m"’.'ﬂt’ .
the uncritical acceptance of ex-  some people could pretend that ml;unli:zm..hiu
isting wisdom. One of the most  freedom of freedom press and free media, which can

tmportant documents of our

of the press, democratic free- -

ask the right questions so that

. time is the Declaration of doms is alien to some cultures. the i Sl
Very worrying in this context  Human ts. It is the recog- To imply that some peoples, r"“::? i
is the perversion of the word nition, by world community, some nations are, by nature or ':.‘5‘" .ﬂd&m
"culture”, Those who advocate of the universality of human culture. unfit for freedom, and ° liberty ey
change and reform and free- rights; the equality of all. The that the truth should be hidden ctemal vigilance.
dom, are quickly branded as rights enshrined in that docu- from them because they The writer is former President
traftors. But culture has always ment were, at.the beginning  wouldn't know what to do with  ©f the Inferational Federation of
meant change and progress, advocated by individuals or it strikes me as a sentiment Journalists (1986 1992
paralysis. Cultures have  small minorities, who were often  filled with and sinister  lomatic Editer of De Standaard.
in exchange ridiculed, persecuted, tortured  political intent. And which Courtesy : UNESCO Sources
and friction with each other. It and killed by political or “cultural values”, which Divine
is never a betrayal to one’'s own  religious powers. But their ideas  Revelation, can justify discrimd- See also page 10
~

F HE situation of the press

I throughout what was
once Yugoslavia "has

become desperate” says Lee
Woodyear, the human rights
specialist of the International
Federation of Journalists (IFJ).
Thirty-three journalists have
been killed there since June
1991, according to the IFJ, the
world's leading journalist's
organization whic
ties with UNESCO.

"Journalists on a wide scale
and in every republic and terri-
tory of ex-Yugoslavia are coming
under more and more pressure.
in Croatia, independent journal-
ists do not believe that they
have an independent media out-
let in the republic. In Kosove,

some two millon has no infor-
mation or news outlet. In
Montenegro, journalists criticis-
ing the local
policies of the ruling parties in
Belgrade recetve more direct
and indireet harassment. In
Macedonia, the independent
press has few resources. And
in Serbia, it is gradually being
eliminated.” he says.

Reporters are no longer free,
When they are not facing sol-
diers’ bullets, they must wrestle
with official presaure and ethnic
hatreds. War ravaged Bosnia s
no exception: The jourmnalists
there are prime targets, and ev:
erywhere, the press is being
muzzled, efther confliict, the
authorfties or economic diff}-
culties

“We have seen terrible sftua
tions In the past”™ said Nick
Fllmore, head of the Canadian
Commiltee to Protect
Journalists, "but fthe war in the
former Yugoslavia) i by the far
the worst we've ever seen.”

Mirsada Saki MHatibovic, a

reparter with Bosnia
Herregovina Radio and TV, says
she is ‘number three on a jour
nalistas death list drmwn up by
Serbian forces ” Laat December,
she fled 1o Paria, where she de
scribed the terrible conditions

has close

the Albanian population of

nt or the

To the Rescu

by Nicolas Michaux

In ex-Yugoslavia, journalists have become
prime targets, and their newspapers, radio

and telévision stations crippled...
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| and Canadian TV stations

ht seem rather scattered,
bul they aim to meet most ur-

gent needs first

"SOS Media"

A round table on the inde-
pendent press, for example,
held in Lubljana last February.
established the coordination
Centre jor Independent Media
in the Balkans. It began operat-

in April, monitoring attacks
:n“pmu freedom, defending
rights and promoting journalts-
tic in the An
appeal has been launched for
support for the threatened
Bosnian media and Euro

to show a film-clip,
"S0OS-Media.”" to rouse pubL
opinion and raise money. Finish

television donated some chil-
dren's . "The chil- .
dren haven't been

tions have given four cameras

at the station. Bosnian station because he be-  and flak jackets have been of

The building was bombed lfeves In freedom of informa- fered by a professional associa-
night and day and the - ton." thon.

ists were the The television only The aid still has to get o

basement, she said. re are  to broadcast for 12 hours aday. Sarajevo however. UNESCO has

few phones, no heating, very
little food, no water, no mains

rhrtrm or fuel for the gener.
ator. ile phones have been

scized the Serbs and there rare cassettes it still has have to
are no flak jackets, vehicles or be constantly wiped and reused, manitarian organisation, it has
usable video cameras. Stafl are  "which erases all the visual also given a grant to produce a
forced to film with very heavy record of this conflict” says newspaper for Bosnian
old fashioned cameras which Klaus Schmitter, the UNESCO
make moving around even more  official in charge of helping the UNESCO fa also the

dangerous.”
Some |, 800 of the 2 50C

employees, including all senior
stall have left. Much of the
equipment has been taken by
Scrbs, "Now there is a stall of
47 Muslims, 35 Serba, 25
Croats and 30 others, but they

o . o AP e,

Reporters get their information
from ham radio operators whe
break through the information
blackout in besieged areas. The

press in ex-Yugoalavia.
Oslobodenje, the dailly which
sclls about 10,000 coples in
Sarajevo, is sometimes reduced
to just a leaflet when paper is
short.

In the face of all this,
UNESCO has launched its first-

press in other republies. A
newspaper in Macedonia s get-
ting help with training.

Organization has told the
Croatians of its concern for the
free press in that coun
it has suggested to the

Nations that communication

. And

all call themselves Bosnians,” ever operation to urgently I'ﬂ' should be included on the Hst of
she says "At the top of the the press. Working with the IFJ  exemptions to the 'HII-T to
Serbs death list s Goran Milie, and the International help what rempins of the
» Serb very popular on Beigrade Federation of Newspaper inde press in Beigrade,

irlevision who has joined the

Publishers, its various actions alive.
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