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Poor Mahluza Khanam knew
she was dying. Her heart-valve
was da and she was
counting her days by minutes.
Gleom and despondency had
long overshadowed her youthful
charm. She needed an expen-
sive and rare treatment il she
were to survive, Her v:lt: WELS
tuhrrtphtcdnrh: i . But
there was no wa er middle
class family could fool the bill
So this girl. a first year BSc
student at Ishurdi ge. had
reconciled to the inexorable
death, describpd by an English

as "poor man's dearcsl
rifend — the kindest and the
best”.

She would have been dead
\;r now, but for the Rotary Chub

Dhaka Buriganga. The club

adopted her as an appropriate

‘case for community service and

went all they

way lo sce thal
she virtually

triumphed over the

jaws of death. It mobilised fun-

ds !nr;dcr ht;:lmtnl and thﬁn
arran r surgery at the
Bangladesh Institute of Cardio
Vascular Disease. Prolessor
Nabi Alam Khan, a surgeon of
repute, repaired her valve,
ahfuza is now back to her
cl'si?;r as ;:nrn'mt human
bcln& is ni o ma
mmw to cﬂ-nlul:rmutr er I’ulg
e
Mahfuza was not the
example of hummmrtm
Fired by a spirit of altruism,
club organised financial assis-
tance and logistics for the
treatment of two more girls.
One of them, Ruksana Parveen
Mukti, had her valves replaced
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survival. Her treatment had
been successfully coordinated
and, if all gors wrll, she may
undergo sur at the Birla
some thme In August.

Saving a life is worth mil
lions of charity. [1 is a mission
synonymous with the Rotary
Club of Dhaka Ehu:t:# This
was the spirit had

lled a group of 14 Fburﬁ::
rrfm founding this club five
years ago. Al least l"l?‘ﬂ of them
were old Rotartans with rich ex-
periegee in the four avenues of
services of this greal interna-
tional organisation. Others were
new but imbued with the ideals
of Rotary.

There are now more Lthan
2.000 Rotarians all over
Bangladesh. But the Rotary
Club of Dhaka Hurllﬁnp m
resents a group of like-mi
rmple drawn from various pro-
essfons. Ftlln“hi&_ A an
urge to help the sullering hu
manity have since been the
hai'lIT:ﬂ; ng this club, <

club’s journey actu-
ally h-r:%un on 27 April, 1988,
when this group first met 1o
decide on how to bring it about.

‘There was a bit of initial Nexibil-

ity in fixing the name. It was
first thought that Rotary Club
of Dhaka Rajdhani should be
the most appropriate one. It
spa some su uent in
térnal problems. So, mem-
bers decided to finally accept
Rotary Club of Dhaka Buriga-
nga as the name.

The Rotary International
awarded the charter to the club

Chicagn. lllinois, came into be
ing in 1905 with its founder,
Paul Percy Harris, and three of
his other [riends as members.
Rotary today has flourished
beyond all frontiers. It is now
an organisation of meore than
| 16 millon business and pro-
fessional men and women
united woridwide [ts main task
is to provide humanitarian ser-

vice, encour high ethical
standards in all vocations, and
help build will and peace

in the worid. Rotary interna-
tional is the association of more

th 6,000 world -
P Un behind Jis volun
Lary pursuil is to bring the vart

ous nations closer through par-
tictpation in Rotary's interna

tional humanitarian %t:h
change programmes u
Youth Exchange. Foun-
dl:imn ro mrmw
s . Group St
of ;-uiumf-h and ether pro-
grammes, thousands each year
travel to other countries as
ambassadors of under
the auspices of Rotary inter-
national. o

Rotary Clubs meet weekly to
build friendships and dill"l.l-t:;
scrvice goals. Membership is
invitation and is on the basis of
one representative from each
lype of business, profession and
institulion 0 ensure a cross
scction of community leader-
ship.

Rotary Club of Dhaka

Buriganga's strong point is the
communily service and the cul-

with 40 members on its roll, it ¢

tivation of fellowship and inter-

men and women of all

and persuasion.

Club donated Tk
100.000 to BIRDEM to help
them set yp a ‘new B
Transfusion
Onee established, it is expected
to be a unique centre of its

its effective

national undtrltmd'lln and

tre in Dhaka.
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kind. |1 also donated more than
Tk 500,000 for constructing a
Amary school cum-cyclone re-
tel centre in Sitakund I‘:;
Chit g This centre wou
mhmndmdl of ple to
take temporary shelter in it
should they ever hear of severe
cyclone or tidal wave about to
hit their coast.
Another communi
t of the club
in

clave for 12,500 people who
have lived in that five sq km of
area without much knowing
thetr national . As it was
a forbidden land for nearly 40
years, the area has no schools,
medical centres, markets, ﬁ
offices or police stations.
[Phaka Burigan Rotarians
;1:-: committed lves to
them in as ma .
e Poeaie. This 1o going ™ ke
the club's state -of the-art com-

scryvice
cmeTge
£n-

national fe . It won the
hﬂ%hm

contribution to the Rola

Foundation. It was the on
club from to re
spond to a call Ro

Intcrnational nt Cl

[ hilorman to contribule to :{

needs, set your goals and work to achieve them for

RAHTTR TR TACS T lollowing two major time-con-
i | o suming and ex }Onﬂrc sSurg- ﬂ;:r%; -.i'l:u:: lal‘;ﬁ‘;d Ever since,
P WLl )T shwdwe b eries. c thi rl, Lucky t u s p
Akher, had a murhmmrt com- role in the District 3280, Today
WIS WITR ST WS |
Ldh plicated ailment. The club ar- 5
qITFw] eyt | ranged to take her to the Birla  prides itsclf as one of he high-
Heart Centre in Calcutta, where  profile clubs in the country.
ﬂm doctors said she was suffering Ttn!alae is knnwnl.a!: 1[_{::
fi ile arteritis, a rare warld's {irst service club.
\ ﬂw W w_"i drumm Ejuvml.':'lh : very a low rate of  [irst club, the Rotary Club of
5 M
essage

Dear Rtn President 8§ M Al-Husainy, PHF,

| am glad to learn that you are publishing a souvenir mark-
ing the installation of the new office-bearers of the club for the
year 1993-94.

I would like to convey my heartfelt felicitations to the incom-
ing leadesship and my profound appreciations to the outgoing

distinguished members of youtffelub. s

R 1 Prestdent R Barth has called upon us to cultivate a con-
genial Club life culture and to promote balanced club achieve-
ments. The President has given a clarion call to the members of
Rotary around the globe, "BELIEVE IN WHAT YOU DO — DO
WHAT YOU BELIEVE IN."

. As a worthy constituent of R | and the District, Rotary Club
of Dhaka Buriganga under the dynamic and inspiring helms-
manship of the new Board will, | trust. work untiringly to the
ﬁf:ntntuﬂj‘uljur'lﬂithmmand add to the laurels of the
Chub.

May Allah bless and guide us all.
With kind regards and best wishes.
Yours-in-Rotary,

Rtn Magfur Uddin Ahamed, PHF
District Governor

—
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S. M. Al Fusainy
President

A. Rashid
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emblem whose meaning has been
four generations of Rotarians. |t is now your

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL

One Rolary Centre CLIFF DOCHTERMAN
1560 Sherman Avenue President, 1992-93
Evanstion, [D 60201-3698 USA

Mr Atiqul Alam
President, The Rotary Club

Dhaka Buriganga. Bangladesh

Dear Atiqul,

Thank you so very much for your club's response to the
refugees in Croatia and Bosnia-Herzogovina. The response by
Rotarians such as you to this club-to-club action appeal for
help is heartening and | appreciate your prompt action. You
truly are demonstrating the meaning ol our theme that "Real
Happiness is [elping Others.” Thousands of refugee children
and their parents, orphans, and elderly people will be able to
face the cold winter with hope rather than with fear and de-
spair, because Rotarians are willing to help.

| am proud to be a Rotarian and proud of you. When
Rotarians marshal their resources, whether through World
community service or direct action in a club-to-club activity,
they are really expressing their care and concern for improving -
and sustaining the lives of people who need help.

In closing, all | can say to you again is "Thank you™ for join-
ing in this project to help others who will soon leam that Rotary
means service,

Sincerely,
Sd/ Clifford L Dochterman
President

Help in Bosnia and Croatia

In response to a call for help for refu in Bosnia and
Croatia by Rl President Cliford L. Doch in the January
1983 issue of "The Rotarian” the Rotary Club of Dhaka
Buriganga has raised a donation of US 8 2601.00 (US dollar two
thousand six hundred one) only equivalent to BD Tk 101,439.00
[Tk hundred one thousand four hundred thirty nine) only. The
above amount has been sent to the R | President through the R

| Fiscal agent in Bangladesh.
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From left to right : Mum umiurun open-heart surgery fuwo
years ago; Rukshana Parveen Mukti also underwent open-heart
surgery in May '93 and Lucky Akhtar awaiting operation for

k_j_umnle arteritis in Calcutia in Sep. '93.

[ Heart Patients Receive Hlpp\
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