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BGMEA can avert

From Page 1 Col 4
Organisation(ILO) conventions
prohibiting various forms ol
child labour and individual

country laws against the use of

child labour.

Factories Act of 1965 dates
back to 1934 and s the
of under

14 in any factery,” he pointed

The Bill's enforcement me-
chanism would work in two
ways : the US Secretary of
Labour would review all coun:
to “idenlify” any industry

utilises child labour in

:

Sec

steps to ensure that child
labour is not being used.”

What this means for the
garments industry in Bangla-
desh. he noted, is that an
plan to comply with the
Harkin Bill must be in place
and operation before August
1994 to avoid ever being
“identified” under the law.

He hoped that BGMEA
would cooperate in meeting this
goal and emphasised that the

action taken must satisfy

§

violation of the law.”

"Al the same time, | must be
quite direct in saying that if the
industry tries to avoid rigorous
and honest inspections, 1 will
provide whatever evidence |
have ol the use ol illegal child
labour to the appropriate au-

He pointed out that the
BGMEA must take stéps Lo re-
quire strict compliance from all
their members.

°] have no doubt in my mind
that as long as the BGMEA does
this, and excludes from the
BGMEA any who refuses
to cooperate fully, the BGMEA
will be able to establish that its
members form an "industry”
that ts in compliance with the
h--

The ultimate goal of the
Harkin Bill, he said, is to facili-
tate antd expedite the develop-
ment of programmes to provide
working children with educa-
tional opportunitics and the
chance for a future beyond re-
maining relatively unskilled
workers who must work long
hours simply to survive.

The proposed Bill has al-
ready acted as a catalyst for

many groups, including gov
ernment, industry and NGOs, 1o

finally move the issue ol child
labour up their agendas, he
satd

The mere introduction of the
Bill, he pointed out, has re-
sulted in groups in Bangladesh
trying to figure out a way to en-
sure that weorking children can
#o te school.

“The BOMEA has
work with the AAFLI and
organisations W s A pro-

ramme to allow children who

ve been working in the gar-

ments industry to altend
school,” he said.

A mecting of representatives
of the governmenl, UNICEF, the
ILO and other NGO's is sched
uled to be held on Sunday next
to formulate a plan to confront

o
er

the use of labour in al
sectors of Bangladesh, Colling-
sworth noted.

On the misconception that
the Harkin Bill is designed 0
ts industry

any particu-

lar country but is applicable to
all countries and all industries
which export to the US market.
" To a suggestion that the Bill
is designed to bring back jobs to
the US, he said, "It is not even
conceivable that the
elimination of child labour in
the ments industry will
result in a return of

to the US. The US has the

t monthly wage of 1250
dollars or more than 43 times

the BGMEA minimum
wage of 20 earned by a
Bangladeshi garments factory
worker.

Earlier, Colli , who

is also the general counsel for
the International Labour
Education and Research Fund,
was introduced at the press
conference by Robert Hilton, the
press information officer at the
USIS.

7 Janata Dal MPs
join Cong-I
NEW DELHI, Aug 2: India's
ruling Congress (1) party today
admitted into its fold seven op-
position defectors who helped
Prime Minister PV Narasimha

Rao closely defeat a parliamen-
tary no-confidence vote, reports
AFP.

The seven MPs, who formerly
belonged to a centrist opposi-
tion faction, have been “duly
admitted” by Rao as members of
the Congress (I), senior party
leader Vidya Charan Shukla
said.

The group broke away from
the Janata Dal ple's )
faction of northern political
chieftain Ajit Singh at the
eleventh hour to help Rao
scrape through the opposition-
sponsored no-confidence vote
Wednesday.

The ment staved off
the bid to topple it by a slim 14-
vote margin although suspense
prevailed over its outcome until
the last minute.

Public administration
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This number is large in
comparison ‘with other
countries such as Sweden
which has |13 ministries, Japan
and Thailand which have 14
ministries each, the United
Kingdom with 16 ministries,
Germany with 17, Malaysia
with 24 and South Korea which
has only 25 ministries.

The report says that no es-
tablished principles are followed
in specifying the role of a min-
istry/division and often there
are differences among min-
istries over work determination
and extent of functional decen-
tralisation. Each min-
istry/division is allocated a
number of items which are
broadly or vaguely lisied, mak-
ing it difficult for anyone to dis-
cern what they are supposed to
mean.

Although inter-ministerial
consuitations have been pre-
scribed by government rules,
there is a tendency to by-pass
them or to them alto-
gcther. The report also men-
tions that those officials who

different ministries do
not always come prepared and,
therefore, the inter-ministerial
consultations fafl 1o produce

results.

The Public Administration
Study observes that Cabinet
committee ymeetings held with-
out the Prime Minister often fail
to reach consensus because of
personality clashes between
ministers. At the same time, the

of the Prime Minister

may inhibit frank discussion

the ministers. The report
suggests that the Prime
Minister wish to des le
senior of the
to act as committee chairper-
sons.
The administrative system
remains largely centralised and
although there are multiple lay-
ers in every ministry /division,

there is a tendency among the
officers below the Secretary

level to “pass the buck”.

The report observes that
when a case is belore an
officer for his/her decision the
most usual response is to pro-

maiter reaches the top and few
officers risk making a decision
even if the he is occu-
authorises him to do so.
Secretariat Instructions

clearly specifies that “Not mbre

than two officers [excluding the |

Secretary] will note upon a cagc
before its disposal®, bul th
does not pen.

The report, after study of
data, found out that 21.9 per'
cent cases remained undis- |

posed in the ministries of which
67 per cent were pending for |

more than three months.

The Secretariat, since the
British colonial days, has been
pivotal in the entire public
management process. The re-
port notes that while the
Secretariat was to be involved in
formulation of public policy,
administrative planning, policy
coordination, advising and as-
ststing ministries in their ad-
‘ministrative responsibilities,
empirically, it has been ob-
served that the ministries in the
Secretariat are often busy with
administrative or regulatory
work. It cited examples of is-
suance of license or the posting
and transfer of a clerk or a peon
taking considerable time, and
less time spent on policy formu-
lation and nin

The Public A}mlniﬂuuvt
Sector Study report has been
prepared by the United Nations
Department of Development
Support and Management
Services (UNDDSMS) headed by
Dr ATR Rahman. Other mem-
bers of the team are Sir Derek
Andrews, Dr Jeanne-Marie Col,
Dr Dai Young-Kim, Dr Robert
LaPorte, Jr and Dr Syedur
Rahman.
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ASM Rafiqullah, first in the
combined merit hist

Rafiqullah
studied 12to 16
hours a day

By Staff Correspondent
ASM Rafiqullah does what
he believes in. To him, none can
in life without confi-
. hard work and devotion.
Rafiquliah has topped the
combined merit list of this
year's Secondary School,
Certificate (SSC) Examinations
under the Dhaka Board.
nMdﬂnﬂwﬁll':tﬂu
mmmhﬂhktmm
Bangla, English, General Mat-
hematics, Higher Mathematics,
Geography., Islamiat
General Science su
A soft-spoken boy,
but
managed to keep his emotions
under control.
to newsmen who
kept his residence all
day, he said that he had no pri-

vale tutor.
His — Mohammad
Sanaullah and Rehena

Sanaullah — and his school
teachers had encou and
guided him in his studies.

He had neither any particu-
lar stiudy hour nor followed ?
specific routine. He studi
whenever he liked, but at least
12 to 16 hours a day everyday.

lah’'s aim in life is to
be a ter scientist.

Humayun Ahmed is his
[avourite writer.

- He spends his leisure by
reading Nazrul and Tagore and
watching movies.

Zillur wants to
“be a computer

scientist
By Staff Correspondent

AS Mohammad Zillur Rah-
man wanis o be a computer
scientist.

Zillur stood second from the
Government Laboratory High
School, obtaining 922 marks
and letters in seven subjects.

Son of M. Lutfar Rahman
and Hosne Ara Begum, Zillur
stood second all through his
school life and even in the SSC
examinations.

He believes that one can do
better in the examination only
with the help of a private tutor.
Discipline, hard work and per-
severance also matters, he said.

Rahman said that he studied
six hours each day and spent
rest of the time in reading other
books, listening to music and

videos.
. He is an avid fan of Indian
actors the late Uttam Kumar

| and Amitabh Bachchan.

Zillur Rahman, who hails
from Laxmipur district, received
both the primary and junior
scholarships.

Ehsan had no

private tutor

By Staff Correspondent

Computer Science seems Lo
be the most fascinating subject
for the brighter students of the
country.

Like the first and the second
boys of this year's SSC exami-
nations, of the Dhaka Board,
Mohammad Ali Ehsan, who se-
cured the third place, also
wants to be a computer scien-
tist.
Ehsan, also of the
Government Laboratory high
School, scored 915 marks ob-
taining letters in seven subjects.

He received both primary
and junior scholarships, and

standing first in Naray nj
Ehsan had no private tutor

and he used to study on an av-
erage 13 hours a day.

Ehsan said that his parcnts
Mohammad Ali Abbas and

' Madeja Abbas and a teacher ol

his school were the sources of
his inspiration.

BACEYV resents
anti-NBR remarks

By Staff Correspondent

The Bangladesh Customs
and Excise and VAT Executive
Officers’ Association (BACEV)
yesterday expressed their re-
seniment over the remarks
made inst the National
Board ol Revenue [(NBR) by
some persons at a meeting
Sunday in presence of the
Finance Minister.

Leaders of the association, in
a joint statement, said that the
VAT and Excise department had
collected revenue in excess of
the target in the last fiscal. It
also claimed that whereas in
other countries it took years to
introduce the VAT system, in
Bangladesh it took only a year,
reflecting the efficiency of the
VAT authorities.
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combined merit list

Baily

Nadia Rawshan, first in the
Social Saience group

Mohammad Ali Ehsan, third
in the combined merit list

Shimiin Sultana, first among
the girls in the Science group

Combined merit list

By Staff Correspondent

1. ASM Rafiqullah, rell-
11172 , Government Laboratory
High School (928).

2. AS Mohammad ZNur
Rahman, roll-11174, Govern-
ment Laboratory High School
(922)

3. Mohammad Ali Ehsan,
roll-111786, Government
Laboratory High School (915).

4. Khandaker Mohammad
Ishtiag, roll-11173, Government
Laboratory High School (914).

5. Saleh Md Hasibul Hasan,

roll-11177, Government
Laboratory High School (912).
6. Md Zul Hasnain, roll-

11179, Government Laboratory
High School (911), Md Sohel
Rahman, roll-Mirzapur Cadet
61278, Mirzapur Cadet College
911).

7. Sadeq Muhammad Hanif,
roll- r Cadet 61260 (910)
and Dewan Mohammad Manzur
Rahman, roll-Mirzapur Cadet
61277 (910), Mirzapur Cadet
College.

B. Aditee Ashrafl, roll-223,
Motijheel Government Beys
High School (909) and Nasir
Ahmed, roll- 11200, Government

O High School (909).

9. Md Baezid Goni, roll-
11180, Government Laboratory
High School ( 908), Md
Rashedul Hasan, roll-111885,
Government Laboratory H
School (908), and SM S.pm
Hasan, roll-11 197, Government
Laboratory High School (908).

10. Tanvir Hossain, roll-
11175, Government
High School (907) and Shimlin
Sultana, roll-MA 43215, My-
mensingh Girls Cadet College

7111. Mohammad Ahsanul
Adib, Roll-111B82, Govt Labo-
ratory High School and Farhana
Momtaz Papri, Roll-43213,
Mymensingh Girls Cadet
College (906 cach).

12. Mohammad Faisal
Murad Hossain, Roll-11188,
Mohammad Ashiful Alam, Roll-
11201, and Rajiv Hassan
Chowdhury, Roll-11221, Govt
Laboratory High School (905
each).

13. Anupam Kumar Nath,
Roll-11209, Govt Laboratory
High School, Kah Kashan
Sawkat, Roll-13231, Dhan-
mondi Girls High School,
Mohammad Sharifullah, Roll-
61258, of Mirzapur- Cadet
College and Mohammad Reazul
Karim of the same college (903
each).

14. Mohammad Luthful
Arefin, Roll-11199, Govt
Laboratory High School, Mchedi
Masud, Roll-11211 Gowvt
Laboratory High School and
Nadia Nasreen, Roll-43240,
Mymensingh Girls Cadet
College (902 each).

15. Abdullah-Al-Mahmud,
Roll-1, Motijheel Govt Boys
High School, Ziaur Rahman,
Roll-11189, Govt Laboratory
High School, Mohammad
Rajibul Hassan Bhutyan, Roll-
11191, Govt Laboratory High
School, Samia Ishrat Roni, Roll-
13394, of Agrani Girls' High
School, Mohammad Abdullah-
Al-Faruq, Roll-61249, Mirzapur
Cadet College and Shahrukh

- Government Girls' High

Akbar Khan, Roll-61266, of
Mirzapur Cadet College (901
each).

16. Farhana Kabir, Roll-
1066, ldeal School and College
(900).

17. Mohammad Khairul
Islam, Roll-11181, Govt
Laboratory High School,
Mohammad Sa Islam, Reoll
11183, Govt Laboratory High
Scheol, Nazmul Hassan
Ferdous, Roll-11187, Gowvit

. session, Nasim alle

Laboratory High School, Asadul |

Kabir Chowdhury. Roll-11216,
Govt Laboratory High Schoeol,
Khatyam Ibne Farhad, Reoll-
61254, of Mirzapur Cadet
College and Mohammad Zoba
yed Ahsan, Roll-81283,
Mirzapur Cadet College (899
each).
18. Nasreen Jahan, Roll-
1065, Ideal School and College,
Ahmed Manjurul Hasan, Roll-
1242, Ideal School and College
and Mohammad Monwarul
Hasan, Roll-61284, Mirzapur
Cadet Collge (898 each).

19. Mohammad Upal
Mahfuz, Roll-5187, St Gregory
High Schoeol, Mohammad
Mahbubur Rahman
Chowdhury. Roll-11212, Gowt
lsaboratory High School. S M
Muniruzzaman, Roll-81250, of
Mirzapur Cadet College and
Mohammad Obaidullah Ibne
Bashir, Roll-61262, Mirzapur
Cadet College (897 each).

20. Farhana Jasim, Rell-
1064, Ideal Schoel and College,
Tareq Aziz, Roll -11184, Gowt
Laboratory High School, Syed
Faisal Hasan, Roll-11206, Govt
Laboratory High School,
Mohammad Mizanur Rahman,
Rell-11380, of Residential
Model College and Samia
Akhter, Roll-11837, Udayan
School |896 each).

Merit list of

Social Science

By Staff Correspondent

1. Nadia Rawsan, Riflcs
Public School and College
| BBS).

2. Md Ariful Hug, Mirzapur
Cadet College | B65).

3. Md Zahidur Rahman,
Mirzapur Cadet College ( B83).

4. Farhana Ahmed, Rifles
Public. School and College |

859).
5. Farhana Ahmed Chow-
dhury, Vikarunnesa Noon
School (856) and Umme
Ruman, Engineering University

School | 856).

6. Mochammed Arifur Rah-
man, Motijheel Model High
School (B55).

7. Banani Biswas, Binapani
School
(852) and Tehmina Molla, Sher-
e- High School (852).

8. Hosain Israt Adib, Dhaka
Residential Model Co (B49),
and Snigdha Khandawker,
Agrani Girls' School (849).

9, Md Mizanur Rahman, M D
C Model Institution [ 848).

10. Limia Hasem, Monipur
High School, (847), and Md Al
Amin, Islamia Government High
School ( 847). .

Beirut troops to
police southern

BEIRUT, Aug 2: The leba~
nese government! decided o
deploy the army in Southern
Lebanon in the first move to
control guerilla activity after a
week-long Israeli blitz that
claimed 130 lives, government
sources said today, reports
Reuter,

The decision was taken dur-
ing an emergency cabinel ses-
sion held by President Elias
Hrawi late on Sunday.

The government sources said
the 40,000-strong army would
fan out inside villages bordering
a security zone held by Israel in
the south since 1986.

Hindu community
leaders meet PM

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday called
upon all irrespective of caste,
creed and religion to maintain
communal harmony and make
united efforts to build up the
country, reports UNB.

“There is no difference be-
tween Hindu, Muslim, Buddha
and Christian. We are all
Bangladeshis,” she told a dele-
gation of the Hindu community
which called on her at the PM’'s
office in the afternoon ahead of
their Janmashtami celebration.

The Hindu community will
celebrate Janmashtami, the
birth anniversary of Lord Sree

Krishna, on A st 10.
Forest and Environment

Minister Abdullah Al Noman
was present on the occasion.
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Peace a must
to Increase
production: PM

Prime Minister Begum Kha
leda Zia yesterday reiterated her
government's resolve o go
ahead with the programmes ol
improving the lot of the people,
reports BS8,

She underlined the need lor
maintaining peaceful atmo-
sphere at all levels to help con-
tinue the programmes of in-
creasing production both in
fields and factories.

Begum Zia urged the party
workers, P r and well-
wishers of BNP 1o work with
unity, discipline and faith for
supplementing the govern-
ment s development activities.

The Prime Minister was ad-
dressing a gathering on the oc-
casion of the joining of several
thousand leaders and workers
of Awami Leaguc and other
parties, labour leaders and in-
dustrial and transport workers
of Demra in BNP at Sugandha.

Mayor of Dhaka Mirza Abbas
MP. Mir Showkat Ali MP,
Slaudin Ahmed MP, and
Nabiullah Nabi, Aminul Islam,
Abdus Samad Mohammad
Shahidullah, Mir Hossain and
Muktar Hossain were among
others who add ressed the func-

“"Legal notice
served on
Nasim

A le notice was served
yesticr ;y on Mohammad
Nasim, MP, and chief Whip of

the Opposition in the Jatiya
u*.rmm.mm
tory remarks against Major
(Rtd) Mohammad Sayeced
Eskander Majumder, reports
BSS.

At a public meeting on July
11 at the Bangabandhu Avenue
and also in the Jatiya Sangsad
on July 8 during the budget
ly ac-

cused Majumdar of being the

' local agent of M/S Occidental
. Lad, a foreign business firm.

In the legal nolice eon
Mohammad Nasim, advocale
Zulmat Ali Khan said on behall
of his client Majumder that
Nasim had deltberately made
"false, concocted, baseless, mo-
tivated and defamalory” re-
marks at the July 11 public
meeting t Majumder, who
is a socially established person
and an honest and well-known
businessman both at home and
abroad.”

The legal notice quoled
newspaper n:m‘ru of Nasim
having stated Majumder is
the brother of Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia.

Advocate Zulmat Ali Khan,
in his notice, said that Nasim
was secking to deliberalely ma-
lHgn Begum Khaleda Zia, the
Prime Minister, with a view 1o
tarnishing her image both at
home and abroad by involving
her brother's name and making
baseless and false statements.

The notice said unless Nasim
makes an unconditional
within seven days of receipt of
the notice, and publishes the
apology appropriately in the
newspapers, civil and criminal
cases would be filed
him for defamation.

JU VC

From page 1 col 7

Vice Chancellor Prof. Kazi Saleh
Ahmed, charge was madc over
in the presence of the university
Registrar Mohammad Ali,
Deans of three faculties and
other officials Monday after-
MOO. '
Earlier, the resignation of
Prol. Kazi Salch Ahmed was ac-

. cepted by the Chancellor of the

' Universities — President Abdur

Rahman Biswas — on Sunday.

"My immediate priority will
be the restoration of congenial
atmosphere on the campus and
reopening of the university,” the
new VC told this correspondent
over telephone last night.

The J Univer-
sity was c sine die by the
authorities following an attack
on teachers by a group of
students on Thursday last.

"Naturally, | seck coopera-
tion from all . iIncluding
the teachers and officials of the
university, lo ensure restoration
of the academic atmosphere,”
Prol Hossain added.

Hailing from Dhamrai, Prol.
Hossain did his Masters . in
Economics from the Dhaka
University in 1949. He joined
the Jagannath College after ob-
taining an M Sc degree from the
London School of Economics in
1960,

From 1960 to 1962 he was a
teacher at the Dhaka Univer-
sity. He was also associated
with the State Bank of Pakis-
tan, the University of Khartoum
in Sudan and the Bangladesh
Bank.

From 1972 he was a Joint
Secretary at the Ministry of
Finance and retired in 1985 as
an Additional .

Prof. Abul Hossain is in-
volved in social activities and
was instrumental in the setting
up of a co at Dhamrai.

"l hope the government will
extend its full cooperation to re-
solve the existing crisis at the
Jahangirnagar University,” he
said.

Prol. Hossain, however, de-
clined 1o comment on the acts
of terrorism on the JU campus,
saying only "A one-member
probe body has already been
formed to look into the matter.”
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The Midnight File

Rockets slam into Kabul

KABUL, Aug 2: Rockets slammed into Afghanistan’'s war-

batlered ¢
embassy

| Monday, hitting the deserted
ending a monthlong peace. Hospital

said

14 people were injured. Witnesses said a dozen houses were
demolished in the attack. Afghanistan s warring leadership had

kept at fragile truce for
fighting between rival rebel

nearly a month. At least 10,000 people
— mostly civilians — have been killed in more than a year

of
who ousted the Sowtet-

backed Marxist regime in April 1992, reports AP

20 Tajik rebel killed

MOSCOW, Aug 2: Twenty Tajik op
killed or wounded when they blunde

ition fighters were
into a minefield while

trying to cross the border from Afghanistan inte Tajikistan,
Interfax news agency sadd today The Moscow-

reported that four Tajik rebel atiempts

agency
to breach the border

were thwarted at the weekend by Russian border guards who
opened fire on the intruders, reports Reuter.

JU teachers
to continue
abstention

By JU Correspondent

Teachers of the Jahan-

clared an action programme for
this week

ALCWC

From Page | Col B
According to sources, net-
ther the Dr Kamal Hossain is-

Party President Sheikh

Hasina will preside.

A meeting of the party secre-
taries will also be held today at
its central office at 5 pm.

Privatisation

From page | col 7
government could increase its
annual development expendi-
ture while actually reducing
laxes — the best com-
bination for private sector de-
velopment. The government
does not have the ability to turn
around all these enterprises.
Thus, the attention on privati-
sation.

mounting
criticism from the Consortijum
Members about public enter-
prise losses, the government
identified 40 for pri-
vatisation in the industrial pol-
icy for 1991. In addition to this,

the government is committed to .

privatise 18 jute mills and 20
textile mills. '

It is not yet clear as to how
the newly created Privatisation
Board would contribute to the

of privatisation of pub-
ﬂ enterprises.

The plan that is currently
being examined is that Ptac
Board will prepare a workplan
for privatisation of each identi-
fled en scs. The workplan
will 1 pre-privatisation fi-
nancial restructuring, firing of
redundant stafl, etc, so that the
new privale owner is not en-
cumbered by unsustainable Ha-
bilities and r problem.

Execution of the workplan
will be the responsibility of the

management of the corporation
' divesting the unit, the sources

added.

3 policemen fired

CHITTAGONG, Aug 2: One
Sub- of (Si) and
two constables of Comilla

Tk 1.05cr fraud
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collected some 2.68

strengthening the inland water
transport infrastructure,
s the III“;I -‘=
operatio as s t
Bi‘":l'm and Blﬂ";:: and en-
couraging development of the
count among
other



