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Call to dismiss West
‘Bengal govt

NEW DELHI, July 31: A
provincial chapter of India’s rul-
ing Congress (I) Party today
demanded the dismissal of the
communist government in the
eastern state of West Bengal,
saying there was “absolute law-
lessness” there, reports UNB.

The Congress (I)'s state unit
made the demand to Indian
Home Minister Shankarrao
Chavan when he flew into Cal-
cutta, capital of West
the Press Trust of India

' A Ca;'.tgreu delegation told

Chavan that 'the entire state
was burning and absolute law-
lessness prevailed’ in West
that "the time was
proper to dismiss the lefl front
government”, the news agency
said.
Communists have been in
m‘m West Bengal, which
- since June
1977. It is the longgst surviving
clected communist government
in the world.
The Congress (I) is the main

opposition party Iin Wcst

West Bengal Congress (I)
leaders alleged that police re-
aclted brutally on July 21,
killing 12 party supporters and
injuring many others during a
“totally peaceful” protest against
the communist rule in Calcutta.

Chavan is to visit the injured
Co () activists in hospi-
tals and later meet West Bengal

Chief Minister Jyoti Basu,

Basu's Communist Party of
India (Marxist), which controls
the West Bengal government,
spearheaded a no-confidence
motion t Prime Minister
PV Narasimha Rao's Congress

rjee, a Con-
gress (I) leader from West
Bengal, came to L'on
the day of vote Wednesday in a
wheelchair, alleging she had
been beaten by the Caicutta

police on July 21.

GENEVA, July 31: Bosnia's
Muslim-led government, Croats
and Serbs got down to the hard
‘part of their new peace plan on
Saturday: a map splitting the
republic into three ethnio
stales, reports AP,

The outgunned Bosnian
government reluctantly agreed
to the partition on Friday and
sat down with other negotiators
to work on the map.

The division was favoured by
ethnic Serbs and Croats, who
control nearly all of Bosnia after
more than 16 months of etvil
war that has left between
140,000 and 200,000 dead or
missing and the capital, Sara-
jevo, in ruins.

Bosnilan President Alfja
Izetbegovic and Bosnian Serb
leader Radovan Karadzic, arriv-
ing for a fifth day of the latest
round of Geneva talks
Saturday, said théy would dis-
CUSE Muaps.

Bosnian Croat chief Mate
Boban was expected to meet
separately with the two other
leaders later Saturday.

European Community medi-
ator Lord Owen remained cau-
tions Saturday, but hoped the
maps could be finished by
Sunday.

Bosnia's Muslims must get
enough space to allow them to
house about 2 million of their
people who have been forced
from their homes by war or
"ethnic cleansing,” Owen told

The Muslim area must also
be “economically viable,” he
said.

In that respect, Owen said
he believes the Muslims' vital
access to the northern Sava
River and the Adriatic Sea al-
ready has been ‘achieved
through previous talks.

Meanwhile, most ol Bosnia

International

was calm Saturday after rival
commanders ordered a ccasc-
fire that went into effect Friday

night.

The hills around Sarajevo
were quiet alter three wecks of
fierce battles and UN officials
sald other combat areas also
were calm.

lzetbegovic told Sarajevo
Radio after Friday's accord,
"The hardest part of the job still
remains. Everything we have
achieved so far will be worthless
if there is no agreement on the

- maps.”

Battle field and negotiating
pressure forced lzetbegovic to
drop his opposition to an ethnic

tion with only weak powers
or central government.

The plan gives few powers 1o
the central government — for-
eign aflairs and international
trade — but provides for a cen-
tral supreme court and consti:

working on map

tutional court Lo arbitraic in
disputcs between the republics.

The presidency would con-
sist of heads of cach of three
republics. The chairmanship of
the presidency would rotate ev-
ery lour months, with decisions
taken by consensus.

In remarks to Belgrade TV,
Serb, President Slobodan
Milosevic emphasized that the
republics would be ‘truly inde-
pendent.”

‘Serbs in Bosnia can now
sleep ‘well. Their republic has
now won complete affirmation,’
he said, " It is a realistic plan, it
is honest and [air."

Milosevic, the region’'s main
powerbroker, has been widely
blamed as having started the
WELT .

The plan left many issues
unresolved, however, including
whether there should be a
COMMON CUTTENCY:

Malaysian plane crashes: s g
aircralt carrying 17 crashed in the east Malaysian stale
of Sarawak on Friday, Bernama news agency reported saying
that at least one person was believed killed, AFP reports from
Kuala Lumpur.

The agency said the Skyvan aircraft, with 15 passengers and
two crew members, crashed in a hilly terrain in Long Loyang in
Ulu Baram, Miri.

Myanmar troops arrest 33 Thais:
Thirty-three Thai villagers were arrested by Myanmar troops in
a logging concession area in Myanmar, state-run Thai television
reported Friday, AFP says from Banghkok.

The arrest took place near the southern Thai-Myanmar bor-
der province of Ranong, some 570 kilometers (350 miles) south
ol Bangkok, while Thai villagers were working in a concession
area granted by Myanmar authorities to the Thai logging firm

Chao Phraya Irawaddy Logging Co, the report said.

3 Mongolian rds killed: 1

Mongolian border guards have been killed near the Russian

border, apparently by killers from Russia, Itar-Tass news
agency reported Friday from Ulan-bator. AFP reports [rom
Moscow.

An officer and two soldiers had gone on a 15-day patrol along
the border near the Russian town of Znaminsk south of Lake
Bafkal, the report said quoting General Sandr, the Mognolian

Tibet, police satd.

18 hurt in Tm‘;l'lmj:h blast: cigicen

were hurt when a

Release of Nano demanded:

Thousands of of Albania's opposition Socialist Party

demonstrated in Tirana on F in st the arrest of the

Party's Chalrman, former Minister Fatos Nano, on
of abuse of power, Reuter reports from Tirana.

{ 20,000 people demanding Nano's release and the
government s marched on Scanderbeg Square in the
centre of Lthe Albanian capital

Police detained dosens of demonstrators. But there was no
viclence as police managed Lo keep the protesters away from a
crowd of government supporiers.

Guatemala Police chief jailed:

A Cuaiemalan court on Friday sentenced a lop chicf and
four other officers 1o three years and nine months in jail for

violently b up a peaceful demonstration, Reuter reports

Thatche

from Guaterala City.

The court said the five officers ordered rot police to beat
peasants with their batons when they broke up a march in

Guatemala City in Ju
During the

1992,
around 500

demanding land rights to the Cajola

mmm people were
‘h whege Lhey lived In

northwestern Guatemala They have since been pelocated by Lhe

government.

Abiola talks with Dasuki : m wen-

cial winner of N

's annulled presidential elections,

Moshood Abiola, has had talks with the country's top Muslim
leader, Ibrahim Dasuki, sources close 1o the candidale said

Friday, AFP reports from
Abtola met the Sultan

m, President of the Supreme

Council for Islamic Allairs (SCIA), at Sokoto on Thursday, the

sources said

No detafls of the talks were disclosed, but the SCIA has ¢s
tablished an | | -member committec o mediate between Abi-
ola, a Muslim millionaire, and President ibrahim Babangida,

an informed source told AFP.

Fundamentalist

leader shot
dead 1n Jakarta

JAKARTA, July 31:

b leader of an extremist Muslim
scct whose offices were rasded
by Indonesian security forces |

has died in hospital from gun-

\Vera D-emjanjuk yows to

SEVENHILLS, Ohto, July 1]
With tears in her eyes, John
Demjanjuk's wile pledged
Friday to go into exile if neces
sary o be with her husband
while he fghts to return to the
United States, reporis AP,

1 just want to see my hus-
band,” Vera Demjanjuk, 67,
sald in a brief !rrh'rvk'Lu at the
front door of her suburban
Cleveland home. "Our life is
short. My health is going
down."

The lsrachl Supreme Courl
on Thursday acguitied Demija-
njuk, 73, of char
sadistic gua “Ivan
Terrible” at the Treblinka con
centration camp in Poland. But

Isrmet

US citizenship in 198] Mrs

k spoke a few mo
rmems hearing her son in-
law, Ed Nishnic, say in a radio
interview [rom lsrael that

Derganjuk may seck asylum in

Ukraine while he fights to re-

he was the
the

it's not clear where he'll go from
uk was siripped of

GENEVA: General view of the conference room of the peace talks on Bosnia-Herzegovina with
clockwise, UN mediator Thorveald Stoltenberg (C), Bosnian President Alija Izetbegovic,
member of the Bosnian presidency Fiikret Abdio, Bosnian Croat leader Mate Boban, Croatian
President Franjo Tudjman, Serbian President Slobodan Milosevic, Bosnian Serb
leader Radovan Karadzic and EC mediator Lord David Owen, at the United Nations building

Friday.

—AFP/UNB photo

[llegal arms export to Iracj

LONDON, July 31:
Minister John Major and his
redecessor, Margaret Tahtc-
Lr. will testify before an

independent judiciary board in-
illegal British arms

exports to Irag, Panel Chairman

Lord Justice Scott said Friday,
reports AFF.

He said Major would proba-
bly give evidence In January
and Thatcher, toward the end of
this year.

Magjor is to be quizzed about

his three-month stint as foreign
secretary in 1989, when, ac-

r

cording 1o documents made
public earlier this year, Britain
was selling Iraq military equip-
ment in violation of an arms
embargo.

The panel's public hearings.
which began three months ago,
have disclosed how ministers
and civil servants allowed ex-
ports of arms to Iraq ow{'..r a
number of years, in breach of
the government guidelines is-
sued in 19684,

This led them regularly to
make misleading statements to
parlament and the public, ac-

cording to testimony.

Major totestify

The commission was em-
powered to investigate after a
massive quantity of classilted
documents on the sales fell into
the public domain during the
trafl late last year of two busi-
nessmen accused of arms sales

to Iraq.

The tradl fell apart when the
documents, and testimony [rom
former ministers, showed the
government had secretly en-
couraged the sales and in fact
had counseled the defendants
company on how to circumvent
the restrictions

Daughter
writes
Deng's
memoirs

BEIJING, July 31: The
daughter of Chinese leader
Deng Xiaoping has written vol-
ume one of a biography of him
that will appear in bookstores
in September, the military
newspaper said Saturday. re-
ports AP

A preview of My Father,
Deng Xiaoping” published in the
Liberation Army Diily
(Jiefangjun Bao) reveals, among
other things. that Deng married
three times and never lost a
taste for French wine and
cheese, developed during six
years in France in the 1920s.

The newspaper carried a one
and hall page inteniew with the
book s editor and brief excerpts
that disclose

did not ANy
startling information about
Deng s dramatic political career,
during which he was twice

purged by Mao Tse-tung but
came back to succeed Mao and
undo many of his policies.
The book is written by
' Deng's youngest daughter, Xiao
' Rong, who serves as his top
"aide. She is always at his side
during his in frequent public
* appearances to support him by
the arm, shout into his par-
tially -deaf cars and translate

his slurred and nearly incom-
prehensible speech.

Deng, who turns 89 on Aug
22. has never writien his mem-
oirs and has allowed relatively
little to be published in China
about his personal life. The
Communist Party issued a biog:
raphy of him in 1988, but it
mainly contained well-known
information about his six:
decade-long carcer in the Red

Army and the party.

China ups defence spending

WASHINGTON, July 31:
China has increased defence
spending by some 80 per cent
in real terms since 1988, and
shows no sign of culting back
despite the end of the Cold War.
US inteligence experts said
Friday, reports AFP

"1 think what has happened
in China's mind is that they sce
a far less certain world,” follow
ing the collapse of the Soviel
Unton, Central Intelligence
Agency Director of East Asian
analysis Martin Petersen said

“They are concerned aboul
the prospects ol instability
along their northern borders,
particularly with some of the
new states in central Asia’
Petersen told a congressional
committee, commenting on the

turn o the United States

Mrs Demjanjuk said she
hidn't seen her husband since
. visil to his Israeli prison,

"l have to go sce hus
band, | havent seen him in
three years,” she said, crying
and holding a hand to her
chest

Ukrainian diplomats in
Israel on Friday said John
Demjanjuk Jr had asked
whether his father could return
10 his native Ukraine while he
question of his US residency
wis decided. MHis lawyers filed a
motion in the 6th US Cilreuit
Court of appeals in Cincinnati
secking his immediate return to
the United States

The motion questions the
validity of the decision to extra
dite k and the falrness
of barring him from the country
while the issue was before the
court.

The court scheduled oral ar

uments on the matier flor
. Mirs k. also a
Ukrmine native, sald she had no

annual CIA report on the
Chinese economy released
Friday.

Beijing was also “Very con-
cerned about US willingness
and commitment to remain fully

deployed in East Asia "

"They see our military pres-
ence there as perhaps the best
guarantec of stability in the re-
gion” Petersen lold the sub-
commitiee on technology and
national securfty of the joint
economic commitiee

But cuts in the US defence
budgrt have added “uncertainty
to the equation” in China's eyes

[eijing was also concerned
that Japan in the future might
iranslate its rconomic power
into "Political, and perhaps mili-
tary power.” Peternen said.

The foreign ministers of
China, Japan, Russia and Lhe
United States met together for
the first ime last week at a new
regional forum launched by the
Associafion ol Southrast Asian
Nations.

Hegional securily concerns
helped explain why Chinese
“defence spending since about
1988 has grown something like
60 per cent in real terms” to an
estimated 16 to 17 billion dol
lars last year, with spending fo-
cussed on purchasing new
equipment such as aircralt and
acquiring new technology.
Petersen said.

PBut there were also impor
1an! domestic political reasons
for supporting the Peoples
Liberation Army, which had

been The key to maintaining
the regime in the Tiananmen
incident” in 1989 when the au-
thorities violently crushed pro-
democracy protesis.

Petersen also noted that it
was a delicate political moment
in China with persistent ru
mours that ageing paramount
leader Deng Ximoping s dying.

China's economic reforms
have reached an overheating
perfod in a cycle that has re-
peated itself several times in the
pasi decade, and eflorts to slow
things down arc causing prob-
lems, Petersen said.

*The rural secior has become
a focus of leadership concern
because of peasant discontent,
the CIA report on China's econ:
pmy said

p-"15 AP

¥ Alexander, who has broad
backing in the arts commu-
nity, had been considered a
candidate for the t since
‘ebruary. A White House of-
ficial, speaking on condition
of anonymily, confirmed her
selection Friday,

She must be confirmed by
the Senate.

The NEA this year re-
ceived dirs 174.4 million
funding from the govern-
ment, a small amount by
Washington standards. Even
s0, it has been In the cross-
fire between critics of govern-
ment involvement in the arts
and defenders of taxpayer
subsidies for controversial
arts projects.

The 53- year-old actress
was nominated for a Tony
award this year for her

current role on Broadway in "The Sislers Rosenswoig

Actress to head NEA

WASHINGTON: Actress Jane Alexander is President Clinton's
rhofee 1o head the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), re:

Her

contract for that production expires Aug 14
Offstage, she has been active in political causes, especially
those of nuclear disarmament and wildlfe conservation

It is pretty nasty

RIO DE JANEIRO: When the intruder tried to rape a 13-year
old girl at her home in front of her mother. dwellers in the
hellish slum known as "God s City™ performed justice their own
way, rcports AP.

Hearing the mother's cries, about 100 neighbours dragged
the 40-year-old man from the hovel and beat him with stones
and clubs. Someone fired four bullets into his chest. The body
was dumped near a highway.

“Yeah, it was pretty nasty,” snorted Jose Luiz da Silva, 33, a
resident of the slum, days after the July 15 killing “But he had
it coming.”

Hysteria over rising crirne is spurring vigilantism among poor
Brazilians fed up with inadequate police protection and their
own struggles 1o survive in a ecrumbling economy

Huge backlogs in the courts. jailbreaks by major crime
bosses and police corruption have created “a social climate of
kill first. ask questions later,” sald Marcio Moreiri Alves, a polit
ical scientist.

In public, Brazillans condemn meob: killings: HHut privately
many say the most extreme measures — even the murder of
strect children — are justified in fighting rampant crime

“Those street kids are bandits, and bandits have (o die,” said
Jose Elcio Neves, a construction foreman. "They are a roticn
branch that has to be pruned.”

Panhandlers get right to beg

NEW YOHRK: A federal appeals court gave New York panhan
dlers the same right as charitics 1o beg in the streets. reports
AP.

The 2nd US Circuit Court of Appeals concluded Thursday
that begging for oneself is tantamount to begging on behalf of
other organisations and upheld a federal judge's ruling that

struck down a law prohibiting panhandling in public.
"Both solicit the charity of others. The distinction is not a

significant one for the first lﬂtﬂdl{l‘:ﬁl} purposes,” the cqurt
| #1] § o L ; ik i i

It ¢riticised the New York city police department’s treatment
of beggars and said they violated the panhandlers’ first amend-
ment rights.

The case was prompted by a class- action lawsuit filed by
lawyer George Sommers on behalf of beggars.

Call for Islamic appearance

TEHRAN: The head qf Iran's judiciary urged government of
ficials on Friday to fire women stafl who flouted the Islamic
dress code at work, reports Reuter.

“Ministers, directors and head of government offices are
duty-bound to ensure that ladies working for them keep an
Islamic appearance,” Ayatollah Mohammad Yazdi said in a mass
prayer sermon broadcast on Tehran radio.

“Women can work, but provided that they abide by Islamic
norms. Officials must treat this seriously. If a lady cannot adapt
herself a decade after the revolution, she can go and be replaced
by another,” he said to approving chants of "Allahu Akbar” (God
is great].

Ex-ROK minister held

their nents, Kim, a former
dissident, had been the viciim
ol frequent political harass-
ment.

SEQUL, South Korca, July
31: A former Cabinet minister
was arrested Saturday in a new
government probe of political

terror under previous military-
backed regimes, reports AP,

Prosecutors said retired Gen
Lee Jin-sam, a former sports
minister, was charged with or-
dering terror against opposilion
leaders while serving as chief of
the Defence Intelligence Comm-
and in 1985 and 1986,

It was the first major disclo-
sure of political terror by the
military, whose aflairs had been
kept under wraps belore
President Kim Young-Samtook
office in February as South
Korea's first president in three
decades with no military back
ground.

There have been widespread
allegations that Kim's predeces-
sors condoned terror against

The retired general was a
close associate of former
President Roh Tae-woo, who
mobilized troops to help his
friend seize power in a 1979
coup.

Lee has been accused of or-
dering intelligence officers to
raid Kim's house in 1985 and
steal his diary and other doct-
ments. At that time, Kim
headed a coalition of opposition

Rroups.

Lee denied any involvement
Bul prosecutors said they saw
little difficulty in indicting him
because former intelligence offi-
cers confessed to having operate
a terror unit on his orders.

— E——

see husband

timetable for traveling to see her
husband. If he takes refuge in
Ukraine, she said. the expens
might prevent other f[amily
members from visiting him.

1 get my pension and | save
my money. | m probably the
only one who can go,” she said
in brokén English

Mrs Demjanjuk, whe once
[ainted when a television inter
viewer detailed the charges
against her husband and didn |
attend a family news conference
held Thursday, said she re
mained hopeful,

‘1 feel hope the United States
will open 1he door and accept
him over here,” she said

Mrs Demjanjuk worked as a
cleaning women after coming to
the United States with her hus
band four decades ago The
family lived quietly until 1977,
when Justice Departiment Near

hunters opened thelr casec
agninst Demjanfuk.

1 have hours and bad
howurs,

hours.” she saild

hours and then had .
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BEIRUT The children and relatives of Khadijeh

[sraeli bombardment of south Lebanon, grieve
Priday

Mohsen, a woman killed during
during her funeral in Beirut,

— AFP/UNB photo

. Lankan refugees
want to leave
India by mid-Aug

COLOMBO, July 31: Abeut
6,800 Shri Lankan refugees in
Madras, south india, have ex-
preased their willingness to re-
turn home next month, reports
Xinhua.

The Indian government had
informed Shri Lankan authort-
ttes about the repatriation of
these refugees and armange-
ments have been made to do
i he mid-August, reports

These refugees will arrive on
board in Indian ship te Trinco-
malee and Mannar in the
castern province of the Island

Country.
They will be transferred

tranait camps in Trincomalee,
Vavuniya and Mannar until
they are resettied in their for-
mer places of residence, rehabil-
itation authorities sources here

said.
Some 30,000 Shri Lankan

relugees have returned their
homeland by earlier this year.



