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Dhaka is fast developing as .
metropolitan city. But many ol
the amenities that are normally

associated with a metropolitan
m:itm sadly lacking here.
for instance the public
transport system. In a modern
city, the public transport sys-
tem bears the brunt of the
rt needs of {ts citizens.

The city's population is
| Increasing at a steady pace, but
its transport system is rated 1>

have failed in meet-
ing the challenge.

The city's rt system
has mainly the fo ng seg-

ments: public buses, taxi cabs,
auto-rickshaws and rick-
shaws. In each of them, the ex-
isting state of affairs is far from
being with the re-
sult that it seriously degracts
from Dhaka's image as a mod-

buses, by and larjge. Mostly
mufﬁ?cﬂnhg:dn-m“:y

ditioned ones. Whatever shine

they had at first, wore off
quickly on account of excessive
wear and tear and lack of
proper maintenance and care.
Their ramshackle look would
hventmdtlrmmnrtf?rﬂm
scrapheap, but our automobile
mechanics have such ingenuity
that randown vehicles manage
o serve on the road, notwith-
standing the attendant hazards.

The passenger service of-
{ fered by these buses is also de-
plorable. The conductors have a
propensity for picking up and
dropping passengers at odd
spots. Even if a, vehicle is
ﬂ:ldhc:p-dty there will be
l:tupmthtf:ltunl'tlmu
‘here are specific bus-
tands with zebra crossings for
. pulmh-ml ;le‘"}'
1 unc-
.T:tltl'-bzrnohuuwd
publi¢ buses do not
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spots very near the road junc-
tons and busy traflic points,
thereby adding to the

of road accidents, and the in-
tensification of traffic jams.

As regards taxi cahs, they
are much restricted in use, un-
like in other big cities. In fact,
they ply within the bounds of
the VIP roads. They operate
mainly from stands located near
the posh hotels, the afrport and
at some sclected city points.
According to some o
one reason for their restricted
use is the absence of fare me-
tres. This is unique in this city;
in all big citics, taxi cabs have
fare metres. The citizens are at
a loss to understand what
makes the traffic authorities
hesitant to introduce fare me-
tres in taxi cabs.They can at
least make a bcgnnjngo{y in-
sisting on installation
metres when new vehicles come
up for registration before plying
on the city roads.

There is no doubt if taxi cabs
are fitted with fare metres, f
will create a higher demand for
them than at present. It
is, however, felt by observers
that the longer the traffic au-
thoritics defer decision on the
matter, the greater will be the
complications in futiure in
streamlining the city's traffic in-
frastructure.

In the operation of auto-rick-
shaws in the city, the same un-
satisfactory situation prevails.
The majority of them wear
worn-out appearance. They,
however, shoulder the major
burden of the relatively long-
distance journeys of the pu:pi:
ready to pay more than for
journeys in public buses or
pedal rickshaws.

One aspect of their operation
which is galling to their passen-
gers is the absence of fare me-
tres. In all our uring
couniries where this con-

City's Lacklustre Transport System

reasons for the auto-rickshaws
(also called baby taxis) plying
without fare metres are not
clear to the general public. Old
timers may recall that before
, liberation, baby taxis used to
* have fare metres, What factors
responsible for their aban-
onment ever since are mysic:
rious. Some observers belicve
that if fare fnetre, due to its ob-
vious advantage, i{s re-inilro-
duced, it will lead to a considcr-
able expansion of the use of the
baby taxis by the public.lt may
also play an important part in
the gradual elimination of -rick-

’ha'ﬁ: I:"I;E grlﬁ:wﬂmm in

creating the present traflic an-
archy in the city is too clear to
everybody. The manner in which
rickshaws are proliferating and
worsening the city's traffic
system, it would be oo ap-
palling a thought to envision
what the city’s traffic situation
might be | in future. In a
mega city which Dhaka is
poised to be, it is inexorable
that speedier transports will
replace vehicles like
rickshaws. But the traffic au-
thorities have not given oul any
idea as to how the change will
be effected.

Lately, according to official
sources, cfforts are underway to
find ways to modernise the
transportation system of the
city, covering all the aspects of
the sector. A study in this re-
gard entitled 'Greater Dhaka
Mctropolitan Area Intcgrated
Transport Study™ is being con-
ducted by the government with
the assistance of the United
Nations Development
Programme (UNDP). The UNDP
has reportedly provided 2.3
million US dollars for a study
which’ is conduced by the
Planning Commission.

It is hoped that implementa-

tion of the recommendations of
study would bring

the on-going

veyance operates, fare metre s discipline and order in the

a necessary adjunct of such ve- -

transport sector as well as en-

hicles. which cbviates unneces- sure improved services for the

sary haggling over farcs. The people.

(C) and farmer Foreign Minister Michio Watanabe after
Party (LDP) pruﬂ.nlul election in Tokyo yesterday.

—

Huda
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ded 1o sphit the party
guickly added, "My prusence in
> JP presidium meet should
ke it clear ihat | pever
prked againsi the main ideol
w of the JP. People who
hough! my moves Werc
ympted by other lorces, or L
Mng party. can now stand
' scicd from thetr ermoneous

L
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The said, 1he
mbers of the presidium have
sed 16 hold the next meet of
central body at the resi

nce  of Shah Moazzem
sssain. “This mecting at
pazzem's house would be kil

d by a presidium meet al
residence, " Huda said

A leading member of the
@2 Party told The Daily Slar
Huda's mowve o call a4 meoet

bg of some JP leaders at his
psidence was successlully
perted because of the visit by
four member dﬁ'll!ptbn o his
re on July 29

Lﬂ’j b" lﬂf‘ﬂﬁ" VHI-FH‘!-ICHTI'I
dud Ahmed. the other
pnbers of the team i luded
B Moazzem Hussailr

FLICHC Ahmed Bhola Miah
i Khaledur Rahman Tito

| The JP, which also issued a
‘release yesterday — the
d-y of s pﬂ:ﬂdium meet

— however, avoiden mention
the Huda episode and ex

sscd the 'S COnCern
yut the victims.

The press release also re

d the ruling party's laim
nat thousands of people n

ding Jattya Party membors
joined the BNP

"I is a travesty of truth (hai
: of the JP would join
gther party. The JP mem

are imbued wtih the

1 mationalism.
H and the deals
the« Liberation War,~

-

Youhe! Kono *R1 s ruﬂ-!,l"lh.liﬂtld bi Pri

me Minister Kichi Miyazawa
won the Liberal Democratic
— AFP photo

Kono elected new

LDP presldent

TOKYO, July 30: Japan's
Libera! Democratic Party (LDP),

Kono as iis new président to-
day, officials said, reporis

o Watanabe

Kono becomes the first LDP
president not guaranteed the
job of Prime Minister.

He sucoveds outgoing Prime
Minister Kidchi Miyazawa, who
resigned from the party post al-
ter the LDP fafled 10 gain a ma-
jority in gencral elections on
July 18. Miyazawa siays on as
carctaker Prime Minister.

An eight-party coaliion on
Thursday named anti-graft

Marthiro Hosokawa
as its candidate for Prime
Minisier

Hosokawa began lﬂﬁy the

u:mﬂll.ukﬂ .nv
o lake over

mmmm

We must complete this
change of gowvernment in a con-
vincing way, "~ Hosokawa said
ahead of the first round of ne-

| gotiations o decide his cabinet

ltrve - up
No official mrm ol

-MM

'|an
| has confirmed Hosokawa as

I..DF M said parlament
would be convened next
Thursday, with the vote taking
place some days later.

News sajd Tsutomu
Hata, leader of LDP directors
who formed the J Renewsal
Parly and the only coalition
lcader with experience in gov-
ernment, would be named
Deputy Prime Minister and con-
currently either Fnrﬂln or
Finance Minister.

A former socialist chairman,
Either Takako Doi or Makoto
Tanabe, would be rtamed Lower
House Speaker, a job be-
cause of the like of politi-
eal turbulence in the months to
come, the reports said.

Flood relief
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Meghna was still flowing above
the danger level.

According to Lthe Flood
Forecasting Centre in Dhaka,
all the rivers in the Ganges and
the Brahmaputra basins are
Nowing below the red mark

The Floed situation in

Nilphamari, Lalmonirhat,
Kurigram, Gaibangha, .
Pabna, Tangatl, Farddpur,
Madaripur and Manf im-
proved constderably on

The situation in
Netrakona, Habiganj, and

Sunamgarn] has also improved,
but slowly, according to reports
recefved in Dhaka.

Our Stafl Correapondent in
Chit district reported:
The owve flood sitwation in
the greater Chittagong district
has improved.

ane Mlmlt.er Begum I'{hnitda Zia addressing the n:ta-nth nnnuﬂ cmnﬂl maetmg
National Bar A.umnhnn of Bangladesh at a

of the

'lnul hotel in the city yesterday. Others in the

picture (from left) Law Minister Mirza Golam Hafiz, National Bar Association President
Khandaker Mahbubuddin Ahmed and Supreme Court Bar Association President Kazi Golam

Mahbub.

PM : Rule of law

From page | col 7

Law, Justice and Parliamentary
Aflairs Minister Mirza Golam
Hafiz, president of the Supreme
Court Bar Association Kaz{
Golam Mahbub, Advocate Shah
Mohammad Kh and
Advocate M A

A minute’s silence was ob-
served as a mark of respect to
the memories of those lawyers
who died since the last annual
council meeting of the associa-
thon.

The Prime Minister recalled
the contribution of the
at each critical juncture ol the
nation's history and especially
during the anti-aulocracy
movement.

She said the past autocratic
regime, after usurping power,
had attempted to destroy the
institutional base of the judi-
ciary. Bul the lawyers had buiit

resistance against the evil
forces, Begum Zia said.

The Prime Minister reminded
the lawyers that they could play
a vital role in establishing the
rule ol law in the country and
urged them to create public

consciousncss to make the

commonman more respectful
and confident about the rule of
law.

The Prime Minister the
lawyers to be more active for
speedy disposal of cases, saying
"Justice delayed is justice de-
nied.” She also asked them to

keep a vigil so that nobody
could take the law in his own

hands and no innocent person

was repressed.

Begum Zia said her govern-
menl had introduced a [ree-
market economy whose success
depended on the rule ol law.

Referring to the govern-
ment's support for enhancing
the prolessional competence
and standards of the lawyers,

the Prime Minister said grants |

had been given 1o the Bar
Council and the Ainjibl Samity.
Steps have been taken to give
enhanced allocation for the -

braries of the courts, she
added
The Prime Minister said

scveral court buildings were be-
ing constructed and additional
posts of judges at different lev-
cls had been created.

She said the government
would actively consider the
lawyers' demand for a piece of
land and construction of a
arate building and library
the National Bar Association of

h.

Mirza Golam Hafiz urged the
maintain inde-
and
rule of law. He said for estab-
Hshing accountability in the ju-
diciary, actfons were being
:hm t judges found to

ot

DUCSU, JCD
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Haque Milon, General
Sec Nazimuddin Alam,

JUCSL Vice-President Masud |

Hasan Talukdar Liton and
Oeneral Secretary Shamsul
Tabry Mithu and Jahangimagar
University Chhatra Dal
President Masud Hasan Liton
and General Secretary Aminul
Haque Alam in separate stale-
menis alse slated the
Thursday’'s iIncident at the
Jahangirnagar University and
demanded punishment of the
offenders.

The Chhatra Dal President
and General Secretary regretied
that a group of outsiders and
miscreants had attacked the
teachers and ransacked differ-
ent departments.

The Chhatra Dal leaders
made it clear that no Chhatra
Dal activist was involved in the
incident while there was a con-
spiracy against the Chhatra Dal
to tarnish its image by blaming
it for such inctdent.

1111.“’11 the authority to

university and create
mn':nhl atmosphere on the

JUCEUMHMM
Dal JU unit leaders in their
statements expressed conoern
at the suggestion to
the a«ctivities of the and
hall untons and the au-
thority to withdraw this sug-
gestion and help infuse
namism in the activities of
JUCSLU and hall unions in order
o fulftl the demands of the gen
eral students

—-PIDphoeo

37 more killed in

Kashmir ﬁghtmg

HANGALBAG (India), July
30: At least 37 le, most of
them civilians, were killed in
fighting between pro-indepen-
dence Muslim rebels and gov-
ernment troops in a resurgence
of violence across Jammu-
Kashmir state, offlicials said
Friday, reports AP.

Ten civilians were gunned
down Friday when security
forces fired upon a crowd of 300
villagers gathered in a ficld in
Han 60 kilometres (37
miles) south of capital Srinagar,
witnesses said.

Police and defence officials,
however, said seven civilians
were killed and four others in-
jured when militants hiding in
the crowd hurled a grenade
during the search operation.

Dozens of witnesses told The
Associated Press on condition of
ano that soldiers ordered
them out of their houses after
cordoning off the village.

They suddenly heard the
sound of gun shots. As the
crowd scattered, many pcople
shouted pro-independence slo-
gans. Soldiers then began to
beat up men, women and chil-
dren. Ten people were injured,

Mmrdihg to a guwrnnmnt
statement, militants hiding in
the area the villagers as a
cover to fire at the soldiers.
Troops opened fire after a rebel

shot at them with a pistol and
another militant threw a

grenade, it said.

A defence spokesman said
the civiians were all killed in
the grenade attack. There were
no casualties among the sol-
diers, said the spokesman,

BNP in-fighting

BARISAL, July 30: Suppor-
ters of rival [actions in district
BNP clashed in the town today
leaving 20 people injured, three
seriously, wilnesses said,
reports UNB.

The clash took place around
the venue of a biennial confer-
ence of the district unit of BNP
at Aswinikumar Town Hall, held
amidst tight security.

Sertously injured’' BNP ac-
tivists Dulal (28), Lipu (22) and
Liton [20) were admitted to the

yesterday.

Ustudenu, urd-r;sd to mmu their dormitories fnllumng
Thursday’s violent incident are seen leaving the campus

— Star photo

JU files cases
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will not join work until a proper
probe into the violence.

Armed police men were dt;
ployed on the campus and
gates of the eight residential
halls were sealed immediately
after the evacuation.

his reactions- Lo

this correspondent, the Vice

Chancelior of the university

Profeasor Kazi Saleh Ahmed
said that he was shocked
at the whole affair.

He confirmed that he had

submitted his letter
to the Chancellor, President
Abdur Rahman Biswas,

Thursday night, adding that he
was not sure whether it would

be acrepted or not
’Thtnp'rrl:cmmktel‘yuul

of control and there was no way

that | could continue to work as

Vice Chancellor,” Prof Saleh
said_
He. however, declined 1o

comment whether he would re-

join il his resignation was not

accepted.
"Anyone with a semblance of

conscience should be disturbed

I'ry lhr Ihirg: that h-.ppt-md
red m nl hln ollite
F‘rtd-grrmn

On Thursday JCD activists,
under the banner of the
‘Oeneral Students’ Couneil,
went on a rampage damaging
hundreds of room and injuring
at least 12 teachers. Some 20
students were also hurt during
the three-hour long clash.

The JCD's attack was pre-
cipitated by a Syndicate deet
ston expelling one of its leaders
Hallzur Rahman

Newly -clocted Svndicate me-
mber Prof Enamul |leg Khan,
while talking to The Datly Star,
poinied outl that it would take
time to restore normalecy on the

.I'H-Iﬂ

-wcmmul‘mg whether
it is possible to arrange the
Masicrs Examinatigns shortly,”
ht said. Most departments of

the university have only one or
two papers,of their Masters ex-
aminations to E:,tdmplcud
ca sources

Tmrr. did not say
when the Syndicate will meet
again.

According to a JCD insider,
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia had a meeting with mem-
bers of her party's ltuh::l
frnnt ‘ mnin l.l'. r

ufthat nﬂimmrﬂmﬂ

The students against whem
cases have been [iled are:
Masud llachan Talakder Liton,
VP, JUCSU, Shamsul Tabriz
Mithu, OGS, JUCSU, Haflzur
Rahman, Joint General Secre-
tary JCD WU Unit), Aminul Haq
Alam. GS, JCD, Shariful lslam
Salim, Sports Secretary JUCSU,
Amirul Islam Chowdhury,
Shahidul Isilam. Asad, r
Rahman, Rafiqul Islam,

Mollah, Mahtabuddin Hi.t;:.
Z.nklr Al H H
ey .G:T..

Hnmun and Knmru
FEATRAN Japan.

Israel1 assault
From Page | Col 8
A US brokered ceaseflire in
Lebanon is possible within

hours, lnersl s ambassadoy to
the Unit States said In

18 wounded today as lsrael
pounded largets in South
Lebanon raising the overall ca
ualty toll since o 119

dend and 444 police
and security olficials said

| begun during the
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The Midnight File

Supporters of Gamsakhurdia
seize Georgian town

TBILISI, July 30: Supporters of ousted President Zviad
*Gamsakhurdia have scized a west Georglan town In a bid to

block government troops withdrawing from the breakaway

of Abkhazia under a peace

in Abkhazia said today. In
that was supposed to cofne into force on Wednesday
launched an offensive along the

broken today when se

nt, government
itsell, a ceasefire
was

Cumista River and a mortar attack in the Ochamchisé region,
the government spokesman said, reports AFP.

9 killed in Andhra mine blast

HYDERABAD (India), July 30: Nine people including six

hitch-hikers died
ambush by Maoist

today when their jeep
guerillas in the southeastern Indfan state of

ran into a landmine

Andhra Pradesh, police said today. Police in the state capital of
Hyderabad identified three of those killed as government

icials travelling from Kot

hangudem 0 raid illcgal whiskey

. distilleries in the town of Narsapel in Warangal district, reports

AFP.

Dr. Kamal

From page |1 col 7
Pakistan .

"Birth-right alone cannot en-
sure the nationality of a person.
if it does, Jyoti Basu of India
can also claim himself to be a

hi national”, said Dr
Kamal, a lawyer of international
repute.

Turning to Golam Azam, he
said, "Ask yourself about what
you did in "71. Was it inhuman
or not? i you have forgotien
your misdeeds, go through the
pages of the Sangram”.

Referring to Thursday's vio-
lence "on the Jahangirnagar
University campus, Dr Kamal
said recurrence of 'such inci-

they go to power,” he observed.
The Democratic Forum
lcader was also critical of the
present bureaucratic system
which could do very little to re-

juvenaie the country’s economy.

Presided over by Advocaie
Raliqul Hasan, the meeting was
addressed, among olhers, by
Barrister Amirul Islam

and Shahjahan Siraj MP,

Health projects

From page | col 7

cess, the source explained.

The ministry has also been
facing some complications in
appointing consultants for the
construction works under the
projects. According to another
official source, Project
Directors are new lack the
requisite skills.

Among the 100 projects un-
dertaken by the ministry, 74 are
investment projects while the
rest 26 are for providing techni-
cal assistance.

the development
pro , work for implementa-
tion of at least five could not be
year, Onc ol
these, -the Human Research
Development Project, is yel to
be approved by the Planning
Commission. Anotherproject —
the Maternal Child Health
Training Institute, Azimpur —
also remains unimplemented
since the agreement with Lhe
donor concerned has not yel

Among

[FRC- BDRCS
talks begin

The formal talks between the
International Federation of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Socie-
ties (IFRC) and the Bangladesh
Red Crescent Society (BDRCS)
b-r,gaﬁ here yesterday evening,
reporis BSS,

The IFRC side was led by its
acting Secretary General
George Wever and the Bangla-
desh side was headed by Syed
Shahidul Haq Jamal. MP,
Chairman of BDRCS.

The talks covered issues un-
der Disaster Preparedness
Programme, Myanmar refugees
and matters of mutual intercsts
of the 1wo sides.

AL, DUTA

From Page | Col 2

can onc say that there is an
elected demeocratic government
" Zillur Rahman wondered.

Criticising the silent role of
the police force on the scene,
Rahman added, "We are
ashamed of showing our [aces
to the world.”

The AL Secretary warned
that recurrence of such viclence
by armed would lead

mediate reopening ol the uni-
versity and restoration of con-
genial atmosphere on the cam-
pus.

The Dhaka University
Teachers' Association (DUTA),
al a meeting of its exec-
utive body yesterday, expressed
deep concern at the incident
and slated the attack on the JU
teachers by a group of terrorists
in the guise ol students.

Headed by DUTA president K
M m‘. the meeting won-
dered such activities wese

ssible despite the Anti-

ertorism Act.

The DUTA has convened an-
other meeting today to decide
its next course of action.

The pro-JSD Bangladesh
Chhatra League (B-K], in a
press release, also condemned
the JCD's terrorist activities. It
clatmed that any jeacher on ed-
ucational institution unwill
to comply with the whims o
this particular students body

was a ready target of its wrath.
UNB adds: The Jatiya Party
has demanded immediate arrest
and punishment of those re-
sponsible for Thursday's vio-
lence on the Jlt@rﬂu
University campus restoring
normal academic atmosphere.

———

June, 1993 as follows:

Investment Corpor
Bangladesh
8, DIT Avenue, Dhaka

Sub: Dividends on ICB Mutual
Fundsforthe year 1992-93 &
book closure.

The Board of Directors of the Investment Corporation of
Bangladesh in itsmeeting held on 29th fuly, 1993 approved
Dividends of ICB Mutual Funds for the ycar ended 30

ation of

as on 21 August, 1993,

days inclusive).

£ Name of Fund J Rate of Dividend per
certificate of Tk 100 each
1.  First ICB Mutual Fund Tk 3150
2 Second ICB Mutual Fund STk 21.00
3 Third ICB Mutual Fund Tk 18.00
4.  Fourth ICB Mutual Fund Tk 1700
5.  Fifth ICB Mutual Fund Tk 1200

Dividends would be paid to the certificate holders whose
names would appear in the Registerof Certificate holders

The Transfor books of all Mutual Funds will remain
closed from 22 August, 1993 to 29 August,

By order of the Board
Md Abdur Rahman Khan
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