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4 Muslim rebels shot dead in Java:

Indoncsian police shot dead four members of an extremis!
Muslim sect who killed a police chief in West Java carlier Lhis
week, the official Antara news agency reported yesterday, Reuter
says from Jakarta. -

Police in in West Java conflirmed the shooling
took place on ay during a police attack on the sect's
mecting place but declined give details.

Indonesia has the world's largest Muslim population but the
government of President Suharto has crushed any attempt to
turn the country into an [slamic state.

Landslide kills 3 in Manila:

' Monsoon rains explosions of su debris from
the Mount Pinalubo volcano, spraying volcanic, ash on the
former U.S-run Clark Air Base and ncarby towns, scientists said
Friday, AP reports from Manila.

In Manila, the rains late Thursday triggered a landslidc
which smashed a home in a squattet settlement, killing a
mother and her two children, police reported.

Two days of heavy rains have flooded streets and communi-
ties around Manila, causing massive traffic jams and forcing
authorities to suspend classes.

The Institute of V and Seismo
the explosions of Pinatubo debris sent clouds of ash as
1,500 meters (5,000 fect).
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My anmar troops . kill Thai national:

Hyanmar soldiers Hllﬂdmﬂmviﬂlgnrnndwnundtd four
others on Thursday when they started shooting without

waming across a small river marking the frontier, border patrol
'polbu'ncnn:!d Reuter reports from Thailand.

They were eulling wood near the Moei river about. 20 km
(12.5 miles) south of Mac Sot in northwestern Thailand when
10 Myanmar soldiers opened fire with mortar and small arms.

ﬂmﬂttmjuﬂmﬁmafnnnermnpnfﬂwh@annm
rebel group, the Karen, which the military seixed in 1989 and
now with a force of about 300 soldiers.

Mﬂﬂmmmihugluhc'ﬁﬁnmﬂamﬁgmﬂk
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Beijing may ban fireworks: n.

streets of Beijing may be silont next Chinesc New Year li:r

possibly the t nmc In centurics i the city government

approves a proposal to ban fireworks, AP report from Betjing,
The official China Daily ncwspaper said Friday that the

Standing Committee of the Beijing Municipal Peoplc’'s

is experted to approve the ban at its next mecting, scheduled for

November.
The reason is nnﬁ:lj: firccrackers injurcd 544 Betjing resi-
dents. including cight who lost eyes. and

sparked more than

Ja

200 small fires al the start of the Lunar Ycar of the Rooster in

Ramos seeks truce with
church over birth control

MANILA (Philippines), July
30: President Fidel Ramos is
seeking a truce with the influ-
ential Roman Catheolic Church
over the government’s coniro-
versial programme to turb this
couniry's spiraling populatton,

AP,

In a television interview Lhis
wyeek, Rmmos, a Protestant, said
| INg o Mmoel ing with
Catholic bishops to discuss
their complaints aver the pro

me, which includes distri-
utton of free condoms and
birth control "advice 1o poor
famibes. Ramos said he was
confident “we can arrive al a
working agreement where we
will not go out calling each
other names.”

Although the programmec is
modes! compared to strategics

used by China and India. popu-
lation control has emerged as a
major issue in this country,
where 85 per cent of the people
are nominally Catholic.
Numecrous economists have
cited the Philippines 2.48 per
cent annuval population, growth
rale as a major gbstacke o re-
vivingd an economy which has
been stagnant for the last three

rs.

The Philippines which is
slightly larger than Nevada, had
a population of 42 million two
decades ago but rlow ranks as
the world's 14th most populous
nuurﬂnr with nearly 65 milllon

US admn defends UN

operation in Somalia

WASHINGTON, July 30: An
end 10 milttary operation 4n
Somalta could bring & retum of
lawhk- ssness and famine, admin
istration officials said Thursday
in defending the UN peacekeep
ing loree in the African nation,

s AP

"There is nothing wrong with
the UN's basic approach” of se-
curing the peaec in Somalia
while continuing humanitarian
aid and promoling political rec-
oncillation, said George E
Moose, assistant secrelary ol
sliate for African affairs, in
House heart

"If the UN w move on all
fronts, it will remain mired in
definitely in Somalta, trying o
provide relief at the mercy of
warlords,” Moose satd

UN military actions againsi

warlord Mohammed

warmed that UN pullout would
mwan “a resumption of lawicss
ness and violence and a return
ol [amine ”

» e added that “if the opera-
tion were 1o abort prematurely,
Lthere would be conoeTn in
the Islamic world and clsewherc
that we didn't have the sLaying

r

Tarnofl insisted that the
Italans are playing “a loyal,
supporiive role ”

L. Gen. John J. Shechan,
director of operations for the
Joint Stall, sald that while the
UN command has [afled in W
goal of capturing Aideed, "he s
betn marginaltzed | le said the
warlord has been ofl the radio
for a few days. his second in
command has been caplured
and his supporiers are down 1o
a hard-core group of about JUO.

The United Siates on May 5
turned over contrel of its
Somaha o the UN
command, and now has aboul
4,000 troops, including 1,000
combat troops, as part of the
UN's 21.000-member force.

Viclence has escalaled in
Mogadishu since Aideed's forces
were blamed for a June 5 am-
bush that killed 24 Pakistani

and US-led forces

retaliated with strikes against
Aideed s power bascs.

Moose noted that "the vast

rity of the Somali peuple

deeply regret the killings and

strongly support” the UN foree.

i

WASHINGTON, July 30: The
United Nations Imd a world-
wide condemnation Thursday of
Isracl’'s assault on southern
Lebanon and urged an imme-
diate halt to fighting in the re-
gion, reports AFP.

“The policy of deliberatcly
an:lng people to lhnndnn l.hcir

must

#Iﬂ'l and whn
displaced should be crﬂhll:d o
return In and security.”

UN Secretary General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali said in a state-
ment..

He called for “an hnmﬂ:li.alt
cease-fire and for the cessation
of all hostilities ~

The Israeli blitz il Lebanon
has left 114 dead and 422
wounded since Sunday. Israeh
attacks have destroyed villages
and led to the exodus of some
400,000 people,

The declared Israeli atm s to
force civilians Mee their homes
to pressure the Lebanese and
Syrian s to intervene
and halt anti-lsracli attacks by
Hezbollah and other groups.

Since the operation began,
Hezbollah and Palestinian radi-
cals have [ired about 200
Katyusha rockets at northermn
Israel, killing three people and
WO 33.

ssig's Foreign Ministry

said the isracli operation "went

far beyond the borders of

Southern Lebanon where the

Hezbollah and other extremist
ps are based.”

On Wed . US President
Bill Clinton called for an im-
mediate ceascfire.

The Arab League was cx-
pected to urge the UN Security
Council to adopt a new resalu-
tion calling on lsrael’'s with-
grawal from Lebanon.

League's Secretary General,
said in Cairo that “the interna-
tional community must assumc
its responsibility toward the
Isracli aggression... as such ac-
tions threaten the peace pro-
ceas.” -

Ireland said it deplored the
Isracli allacks and called for an
fmmediate end to the offensive,

g it was endangering the
lives of both civilians UN
peacckeepers in the region.

Isracli shells hit the position
of an Irish contingent of the
United Nations interim force in
Lebanon on Thursday.

The Finnish government
condemned the ongoing violence

and sa bombing civilians
would t solve the regions

problems.

A worsening of the situation
would harm the prospects of
the Middle East peace talks, the
Finnish government said.

Norway's government also
appealed for a ceasefire.

“We can not accepl attacks

on the civilian population, dis-
° proportional

retaliation, or
continued acts of viclence,”
Foreign Minister Johan Joeroen
Holst said.

Norway has issued state-
ments to the governments of
Israel, Lebanon, Syria and Iran,
which back the radical Hezbo-
llah militia responsible for many
Katyusha altacks on Israel.

In Khartoum, the Sudanese
government pledged its sup
to Lebanon to help it “s up
to the ion and liberate
all their territories.”

“The bombing were a grave
escalation of repeated violation
of the Lebanesc territories and
Lebanese sovereignty and inde-

pendence”, the Foreign Ministry

International = _
Ghali calls for immediate
ceasefire In Lebanon
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TYRE: Khndu!h Chalhm;h ;tl"ld her vne-year-uld dauy 1u-r
Sarah, are being treated at Jabal Aamel Hospital. They
were wounded durin lsru-ll ahe]hng of Koulaila, a village

{ is very clear,”

TOKYO, July 30: The
Defense Agency said Friday a
continued US mililary presence
in Japan remains vital lo East
Asian security, potentially thr-
catened by North Korcas
misaile and swspected nuclear
programme, reports AP, :

In an annual report, the
agency said Asia’'s post-Cold
War sitvation is still shaky
o to that in Europe.

Tension is mounting on the
Korcan Peninsula, mainly be-
causc of Pyongyang' s new mis-
silcs and suspected nuclear
weapons development. it added.

North Kojea's new Rodong- |

missile could reach more than
half of Japan, and will pose a

great danger if equipped with
nuﬂur warheads, the report

In Washi n Wednesday,
S Central In
James Woolsey
that North Korca h:nll tested the
new I.ntfrm:dlnlbrlng! missile.
The missile, with a range of
1.000 kilometers (625 miles),
can carry nuciear, chemical and
biological payloads as well as
conventional warheads, Woolsey
said in testimony before a
Housc foreign aflairs panel.
"With this missile, North

mmm
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Peacekeepers view air s

SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Her

govina, July 30 NATO
is ready to bomb Serb forces
who atlack UN uroops in

preferred if UN ¢ were
attacked, said the "
spokcaman. Cmdr. Barry
Frewer.

=

Secrelary,General
Hﬂutrul Boulros-Ghall said
Wodnesday that the warplanes
could begin their mission early
next week.

Frewer said the peacckeep-
ers’ commander in Bosnia, Lt
Gen. Francis Briguemont of
Belgium, sought to play down
comments from NATO officials
who say they are ready to re-
spond to any UN request for air

cover

“Whatever signals they send
is thetr business,” Frewer said
"For us, use of force In only 1o
be used tn selfl defense.”

NATO planes have been au

.i..-.-h-.l-i- - m—

ZAGREB: Ekrema Hrlut cries as -.he holds hrr six ynr-ﬂid
son for the first time in 16 months after he was transferred
from the Serbian besieged town of Velika Kladusa to Zagreb
for family reunion Thursday. After meeting their relatives,
the refugees, who are proteges of the ICRC, will
#oto Slovenia, Austria and Germnnv o
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phote | deterrent.” the ﬂ_w___

US military presence in Japan
vital to East Asian security

Korca could reach Japan; Iran
could reach Israel; and Libya
could reach US bases and allicd

in the Mediterranean
said.

officials
miss
‘B.I'Japa
"vﬂ.h considerable accuracy” in

late May.

Masataka Suzuki, the agen-
cy's defense counselor, said
Japan is seriously concerned,
but declined to say whal coun-
termeasures it might take.

Japan, the only nation in the
world that has experienced nu-
clear attacks, has promised not

o produce or posses nuclear

North Korea, which claims
its nuclear programme Is
peaceful, banned international
inspectors from two suspected
nuclear waste sites earlier this
year and said it was dropping
out of the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty.

in talks with the United
States in June, the Communist
North reversed its decision to
-lthh'lw from the nuclear con-

trols treaty. Talks are continu-
ing on the inspection issue.

the Asia-pacific region l
in

dispute over ownership nf th:
m island group among
Tatwan, Vietnam, Mala-
ysta, Hrunci and the Phibp
pines, the report noted.

“The US-Japan security ar-

s confribute not only
o Japan's sceurity bul also to
the peace and security of the
Far East.” the defense report
waid.

Alter its defeat in Workd War
I, Japan renounced the use of
foree in scttling international

Its 240,000-member military
is called the Self-Defense
Forces, and a ireaty promises
US help if Japan is attacked.

“Japan has continued Lo cn-
joy peacc and prosperity for
half a century since the

end of the war, In the ever-
changing world community.
There is no denying that Lhis is
due largely to Japan's own de-
fense cfforts as well as the
effective functioning of the
Japan-US sccurity arrange:
menis as a consistent war

Esmat Abdel Meguid, the said. in South Lebanon on — AFP photo
. Defence agency report | Khmer Rouge
o ¥ fires mortars

at Dutch unit

PHNOM PENH, July 30:
Khmer Rouge guecrillas fired
mortars on Friday at a Dutch
‘unit of the United Nations

foree in northwest
Cambodia. a UN spokeswoman
said today, reports Reuter.

"There are ro casualtics so
far. None that we know of,” said

Sush iy Mahtel: '+~

“The firing ‘was taking ‘place
at a Dutch company base at
Phum Nimit, near the Thai bor-

The Khmer Rouge boycotted
UN supervised elections in May
after refusing to abide by key
sections of the accord
signed by all Cambodian fac-
tions in Paris in 1991.

China executes
10 highway
bandits

BEWING, July 30: A group of
10 highway bandits was exe-
cuted in Chongging, in China's

southwestcrn Sichuan province,
for robbing passengers on fong-
distance buses outside the city,
the China news service reported
today, says AFP.

Most of ﬂ'lf convicls were

of which
semi-offi-
nqr said.

Afmed with knives, the ban-
dits boarded long-distance
buses playing the roads 1o
Chongging to rob passengers of
moncy. Onc passenger was
killed and six others injured, il
said.

Highway bandits are onec of
the main targets ol an ongoing
anti-crime campaign.

Uruguay to accept
Bosnian refugees

MONTEVIDEO. July 30
President Alberto Lacalle said
Thursday that Uruguay would
be willing to accept children
who have become war refuigees
from the Bosnia-Herzegovina
conflict if other countries do the

same, reports AFP.

In a statement issued by the
government, Lacalle his
country would take in an un-
specified number of children.

The idea came up during a
meeting between the Urugua-
yan leader and birth Interna:
tional President Kent Shiner,
the statement said

thorized to give air

a proposed force of T Em
peacckeepers that would guard
the Bosnian capital, Sarajevo,
and five other mosily Musiim
arcas surrounded Serb

forces. The planes also could be
used to shield peace re
elsrwhere In Bosnia from
attacks.

On Wednesday, President
Clinton reafMirmed that the
United States was ready Lo pro
vide air cover at the United
Nations ;

The l:mlhieﬂ would bolster
a UN no-fly sone over Bosnia
that has gone largely unchal
lenged. Alr strikes would also

represent increased in e -

in the Balkan conflict b ° .6
nation Western military al
liance, and would be the first
time NATO has used (is
formidable air power o protect

UN troops.

pers have been hit
by all the warring sides in the
Bosnian vonflict, and UN ap:
lor air strikes could deter
rther attncks. Most recently,
French peacekecpers In
Sarmjeve camwe under a 45 nin-
utes Serb bombardment on
Sunday. No one was hurt, bul
Wriquemont ordered tmmediate
retalintton from the ground in

case of a recurrency

trikes in Bosnia as last resort

In Belgium on Thursday,
NATO officiale refterated their

readiiws= " s the allance's
air F' P | Pl'd-l“‘ I.JH FH‘.‘E'
keepers. veirly 70 American,

French, British and Dutch
warplanes have been deployed
atl tallan air bascs since late
last week [or this purpose.

"NATO has becn Il‘.ll:hpﬂ;r;nt
ready to respond since :
said Col. Randy Schoel, spokes:
man for NATO s European com-
rmand rters in Casteau,
Iuljum “We have boen wailli
for a request from the Uni
Natiens, which we have nol
received .

Butl Frewer -uid only a lew ol

Tories suffer defeat
in by-election®

LONDON, July 30: Prime
Minister John Major’s Conser-
vative government, its political
fortunes tumbling, on Friday
lost a south England's parlia-
mentary stronghold to centrists
in a record-breaking special
clection defeat, AP.

By-elections are a traditional
time for protest votes. The
Conservatives, who have sul-
fered a- string of misfortunes
since winning a fourth succes*
sive term in April 1992, had
been expected to lose Chris-
ichurch, a ml it had held since
1910.

But the scale of the victory

by the Liberal Democralic Party
in the aflluent coas

marked a new blow for Major.
“-It is a very disappointing
rl:!-ult Major told reporters.

* The important thing is
what we need to do to get the
country back om ils
feet,” he said. © We've been
through a difficult

Liberal Democrat
Maddock overturned a 23,015
vote Conservative majorily to
take Christchurch by a margin
of 16,427 votes ahecad of the
governing party’s Rob Hayward.

main opposition Labor
Party, which had no hope in
Christchurch, was squeezed to

just 3 per cent of the voic,
The 35 per cent Conserva-

tive-to-Liberal Democrat swing
in the vote since 1992 was the
bigguesi recorded against a gove-
rnment in a ly -election since
World War 11 —_
“ The message Lo
said Mrs Mad-
dock, a 48-year-old teacher. "

| Change your policies or chang:

ped up 62 per cent
of the vote — 33, 164 compared
with llayward's 16,737 — in
what had been the Conserva

tives' 15th stro

district -

Diana -

Senijor Conservative blamed
the historic defeat on volers
anger over Brilain's slow cco-
noftiic recovery — unemploy-
nent remains ﬂuhburnlr abewve
10 per cenl — and on party in-
fighting over the treaty on
- thiedk thie le of

“ in i c
dinnlly Sl s sty Riao
hasn’t done us any good,” ac-
knowledged Conservalive Party

The defeat in Cl'lrlﬂd'nlrl:h,
where the previous legislator
died in May, cut s slim
majority in the 65]-member
House of Commons to 17.

The Conservatives in lm
regained three key
tary districts lost in lilu:alch:
tions in the previous few ycars.

Irag denies
Pentagon
report

BAGHDAD, July 30: The
Iragqi government on Thursday
denled a Pentagon report that
US planes had fired missiles at
Iwo anti-aircraft missile sites in
southemn lraqg, Reuter.

"We find no explanation for

" such a strange statement by the
American Delence Department,”
an offlicial s man said in a
statement handed te foreign
journalists in Baghdad.

"No radar site in the south-
ern region was aitacked and no
sound ol explosions was heard,
the unnamed spokesman saild.

_The US Defence Department
said two US navy planes fired
missiles atl Iragi anti-aifcraft
missile sites on Thursday in re-
tallation after the fighters were
tracked by Iragi radar, :

US pilots patrolling two “no-
fly” zones in lrag are under or-

ders to attack if radar locks

~ Diana spen

onlo &EE"

s mamage |

day without Charles

LONDON: Princess Diana spent her 12th wedding anpiver-
sary Thurdday agay from her husband and her country, intro-

du?quhcrﬂfﬂrnid:nntuﬂmmynlduuuwhth she may

Diana, 5’0 is separated
from Prince Charie:.jﬂhch‘ to
the British th
wmggf:h ﬂy% an
exit from the royal fish bowl
is in the cards.

It was the couple's first
anniversary since the bomb-
shell announcement of their
separation in December, and
it attracted only a fraction of
the [rantic media atlention
devoted to many of the pre-

11 when their marital
v:frblrm were still just ru-
mour.

Iinstead, the spo rill wils
on Prince Harry, pe
his first official royal duly
from the turret of a Scimitar
hght tank.

Harry, third in line to the threne behihd his father and cider
brother Prince William, accompanicd his mother on an inspee
tion of British forces based in Germany.

Wearing a made-to-measure army uniform, with HRII {l1is
Roval [lighness) she Prince embroidered above the left chest

pocket, Harry

clambered into the tank where hE got a rundown

on the working of the 10-ton vehicle.

‘Man fathers ehild
after vasectomy

LONDON: DNA tests helped prove that a man had fathered a
child despitc having had a seemingly successful vasectomy, the
British Medical Journal reported Friday, says Reuter.

The man had a
soon after showed no

in lﬂ?uﬂmnﬂhﬂm
sperm. Bul the man's wife became preg-

nant in 1990 and gave birth in 1991
mﬁmwhmmﬂnhmm
sperm, which cannot swim and therefore are assumed to be in-

capable ol causing

But DNA tests established that

pregnancy.
the map was indeed the father of the child.

Minister hires whores
to attend dinner party

ﬂammu.ﬁmﬂthndhumw pro-democracy and

Friday demanded the resignation of a Cabinet

member accused of offering prostitutes as party favours at a

dinner for lawmakers, reports AP,
said Prime Minister Chuan Leckpai's government

The groups

.mupmmummmm-um
upnmntnlwhnh:lhtm'l prostitution
roblem.

Thai Rath, the country's biggest

s s agpby grivodbe

Boonchu hired titutes, to attend the party
willing ke tors.
wﬂrmpuﬂnﬂ[hnmhudhm cards — which he

called “keys to heaven™ — to his guests, mmﬁw

thnnhrmullhmm .

the planned 40 to 50 teams of
forward air controllers have ar-
rived in Bosnia, and suggested
it would be weeks before the
necéssary personnel and equi-
pment were in

“You can ierh‘t it ready,
but there are ceriain
considerations ltke communi-
cations, chain of command,
rules of e menl,” Frewer
said, "These take time."

Even when everything |

_:nondb

wnuld have (o au-
thorze any air Action and would
be likely to prefer a swifl re-

BPONSC lorees.

Lankan navy
fires at boat :

COLOMBO, 30: Nime
Shri Lankan ;::{-no were
killed when the Hﬂ;
boat crossing a
goon in the northern Jafina
peninsula. residents said today.
reports Reuter. "



