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Exodus of southern Lebanese: Death toll 86

SIDON, July 28: Thousands
of Lebanese fled the Southern
ports of Sidon and Tyre on
Wednesday after Israeli gun-
boats, jets and helicopters
bombarded the cities, which
were crammed with refugees,
reports AP,

The exodus came as  hostili-
tics entered a fourth day. At
least 20 inland villages were hit
by Isracli warplanes and ar-
tillery barrages, Lebanese ra-
dios reported.

The attacks raised the death
toll to at least 86, most of them
Lebanese. More than 408 peo-
ple have been wounded. The
United Nations has estimated
that before Wednesday's vio-
lence more than 335,000
Lebanese had been displaced by
the bombing.

Isracl’'s offensive, which be-
gan Sunday, is its broadest
operation since its 1982 inva-

Israel pounds ports
of Sidon, Tyre

sion of Lebanon.

Wednesday's targeting of
Sidon and Tyre appeared aimed
at creating a refugee crisis and
pressuring the Lebanese gov-
ernment and their Syrian
backers to force guerilla groups
to end attacks against lsracl
soldiers and civillans.

TYRE, July 28: Israeli gun-
ners kept areas of
South Lebanon today after
Israeli army radio announced
a temporary ceasefire over a
broad area, witnesses said, re-
ports Reuter.

“"We say lo the residents of
Lebanon: Your government can
use the Lebanese army to pre-
vent Ka (rockets) being
fired on lsracl settlements.”
Isracli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin said. Only il the fire
ceases on the northern settle-

mr.:nln can you return to your

Elght Israeli soldiers have
been killed in south Lebanon
this month. Two Israclis have
been killed and at least 26
wounded by rockets fired by
Arab guerrillas since Sunday.

On Wednesday, four Isracli
missile boats fire on
Sidon, Lebanon’s third largest
city, where the population of
300,000 has been swollen by

Panicked families crowded
into cars, trucks and buses and
turned Lebanon’s coastal high-
way into a four-lane traffic jam
headed toward Betrut.

1 can’'t take it any more,
said Mansour Mandour as he
prepared to leave Sidon. The
80-yearold man had fled the
village of Jibsheet to the east
and said the town of 5,000 was

See Page 12 Col 4

Stop this Israeli
madness

By SM Al

Whether it involves a calcu-
lated risk or a reckless gambie,
the Israeli radd on the civilian
population in southern Leba-
non, with wa and com-
bat hel . borders on the
most barbaric offensive laun-
ched Tel Aviv since it set
the sell-imposed security rone
in a neighbouring m‘untrj fen
yeArs ago

Aller jowr of bomband
ments and* attacks, in
this undeclared war, over
300,000 men, women and chil-
dren have been forced out of

their shattered homes, Heading
for Beirut for safety. They have
become yet another stream of
refugees, a burden on the inter-
national community — and on
the conscicnece of the world.

All this is part of Tel Aviv's
plan to clear the area of the
ctvilian population to factlitate

ils drive — and k‘ I"I1ﬂi

nal el aof ¥ Traf

| lezballah who are a:_;

cused of some |staeli

soldiers and civillans — per-
haps no more than a dozen at
See Page 12 Col 7

Bombardment
to g0 on,
says Rabin

JERUSALEM, July 28: Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin an-
nounced Wednesday that
Israel's air and artillery bom-
bardment of guerilla targets in
Lebanon would go on, reports
AFP,

“Isracli forces will continue
their operations in Lebanon un-
tii we have bro security 1o
the north,” he parliament.

Rabin earlier held an emer-
gency cabinet meeting today to
decide whether to step up
‘operation accountability”

against guerilla targets in
h-h-':nﬂ sources said.
A few ' sa

rockets hit northern lsrael, mili-
tary sources said, as senior

weighed the pos-
z:ynf Ihthhl-
Sce Page l:t:uu

WB stops disbursement

The World Bank (WB) has
sus disbursement of
t for the Third Inland
Water T UWT 3)
worth 64 dollar be-
cause of non-performance re-
the action plans sug

the bank as pre-con-
llthmiurth:hﬂt.mrdhu

within another 30 days the
credit will be cancelled, Lhe
SOUNCES say

The World Bank, in a letter
issued 10 the Secreiary

. said the bank, in ils
carlier lettgr, insisted the gov
ernment take at
minimum immediate actions in
line with the WB recommenda-
tons .

of
Economic Relations Division
(ERD) of the Ministry of Finance

jeast some

These included approval of

of IWT-3 credit

By Sohel Manzur
the technical assistance for the

project provided by the Finnish

government, approval of the
ment consultants, ap-
proval of local corsultants, and

zmn.nll special account for

“Since the above-referenced
actions have not been tlaken,
and despite repeated requests,
the Ministry of Shipping and
other itmplementing ncies
have been unable o
the t with due diligence
and e ncy, as agreed In
Section 3.01 of the Development
Credit Agreement [DCAJ), we
have decided 1o suspend dis-
bursements for this project,”
Lhe WH letier says.

The International Develop-
ment Agency [IDA) credit for the
project is about 45 million
dollars while the Finnish Inter-
national Development Agency
(FINNIDA) and Japan had
agreed to provide 5 and 07
million dollars respectively as

grants lor the project. The gov-

ernment's contribution was
fixed at 13.5 million dollars.
According to concerned
sources, the t's re-
servations t the WB's
prescription, uw after
signing the DCA, i» to se-
relations with

The Ministry of Shipping and
its two departments — the

BIWTC and BIWTA — consid-

ered the action plans or condi-
tionalities unacceptable, al-
though those were agreed ear-
er by the government and the
IDA during negotiations, the
sources said.

The WH, tn #is letter to the
ERD (ssued May 5, justified its
recommendations and said. “If
these actions are further de-

July 1. 1993, the
DA be constrained to ex-
ervine remedies in the

DCA, including suspension of
disbursements and eventually
cancel the credit.”
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Flood-hit villagers p mﬂde their own solution by cutting a channel in the Netrnkana town
tion emh-nkmant Tuesday. Such desperaje, often short-sighted measures, reported

quite regularly from around the country during times of floods, cause more harm than good.
One such incident in Zakiganj of Sylhet on July 26 led tg an armed clash which left five people
dead and scores of others injured when the BDR personnel had to open fire to prevent the
cutting of a levy built with the country’s scarce resources.

Flood waters contmue to recede

Shortage of drinking water, medicines
aggravate people's sufferings

Acute shortage of drinking
water coupled with lack of
emergency medical supplies
worsened the diarrhoeal situa-
tion in the flood-hit districts
where water has begun to re-
cede slowly, according to re-
ports received in Dhaka yester-
day.

Except the Surma,
Kushiyara, Gumti and the
Meghna, all the rivers of the

Our correspo ru:ll:nt: from dﬂr
ferent ﬂnod-nﬂ'lctﬂl districts

diseases have broken out in

—Star photo by AKM Mohsin

By Staff Correspondent

their areas, particularly affect-
ing the children.

Water-logging, lack of
drinking water and poor supply
of oral rehydration saline (ORS)
have the intesti-
nal diseases fast, the reports
pointed out.

Measles, diarrhoea and sev-
eral other gastro-intestinal dis-
easecs usually break out when
flood waters begin to recede.

. n‘mnd id
y Mﬂu&l n:::m':hf

Chittagong, Sylhet, Netrakona.
Sunamganj, Moulvi Bazar,
Rixhreg, Brahmanberks and
Brahmanbaria
Jamalpur deteriorated

Wednesday.

Meanwhile, six more people
lost their lives Wednesday ¢i-
ther by drowning or by snake
bite and electrocution. :

Our Sherpur correspondent
reported that four people were
drowned at sadar thana.

Our correspondent [rom
Netrakona said that two people,
including one 12-year-old boy,

were electrocuted in Purbodhala
. thana of the district. . i
Meanwhile, the WHE-ET

Board's Flood Forecasting
Centre (FFC)  officials
Wed forecast that the

flood situation in Sylhet.
Sce Page 12 Col 6

"~ Feni telephone

exchange
inaugurated

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday inaugu-
raled the installation of a new
500-line telephone exchange at
Feni by making a call from the
capital, reports BSS.

The Prime Minister talked to
Post and Telecommunications
Minister Mohammad Kcramal
Al, who was al the other end
at Fenl.

“Today is a huappy day for the
inhabitants ol Feni. The ox-
pansion of the Feni telephone
exchange by installing a ncw
500-linc  is undoubtedly a

happy ncws for the people ol
Fent,” she sald over telephone,

The Prime Minister said the
expansion would help improve
the telecommunication system
between Feni district headquar
ters and other thanas.

Moreover, she said, works on
the installation of digital radio
Hnk for the improved communi-
cation system in the thanas ol
the district were also progress-

ing fast
IWegum Zia cxtended her
groctings 1o the inhabitants of

Fermi on this occasion,

PM visits ﬂood-hit areas

‘Banks asked to grant

fresh loans to farmers

Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
today directed all concerned to
take necessary steps for provid-
ing the flood-hit farmers with
facilities like agricultural loans
for quick recovery of the loss
caused by the current flooding
in the country, reports BSS.

"We must ensure that the
farmers who have been affected
by the floods must not face any
difficulties to cultivate the
crops again which have been
dnnﬂadp- in the floods,” she
said adding If needed the farm-
ers had to be allowed 10 take
loans for second time. The
Prime Minister directed the
Agriculture Bank to take stcps
in this respect.

Begum Zia was address
the district level officials o
K and Galbandha where
.mt to sce the flood af-
fected areas.

Social Wellare Minister
Tariqul Islam and local Member
of Parliament Rebeka Mahmud
accompanied the Prime

Minister.

On her arrival at Kurigram,
the worst flood affected district
of the northern part ol the
country, the Prime Minister
went to the alfected areas of
Pateswarl, Beparirhat,

NEW DELHI, July 28: Indian

\oday, staving off a united op-
ion bid to unseat his 25-

L. report AFP, AP,
Lok Sabha, or the Lower
rejected the no-confl-

motion 282-248 with

|

bitter tirade
A total of

the vote was taken

minute ensured the govern
ment s survival
It was the third no-conll-

it came to power in June 1991

The victory means Rao, 72,
can conlnue

month old Congress (I Party

I!ntnﬁﬂ'im
present in the legisiature when

of Parliament who cast their lot
with the Congress (I) at the last

dence motion Rae's minority
government has defeated since

opening India’s
chosed economy and batiling the

Hindu fundamentalists who
have sparked Hindu-Muslim
violence that has killed 3,000

people since | 990,
“This is the time to keep our

Article on Page 4
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H.rnmmh- Rm
heads cool and concentrale on
development,” Rao lold legisia
tors in a apeech just before the
voling took place.

" Rao now will propose
stitutional amendmenl

a Con
that

Rao survives no-confidence

would allow Parlament to ban
parties or that promote
rel - hft:lldplt would also
forbid candidates whe won
elections by introducing relt-
gous topics or symbols during
campaigns from taking seats in
federal and state

The legislation is rie.ﬂy
aimed at the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), Parlament's lar-
gest opposition group and Rao's
arch -enemy

"Religion cannot be the
trump card of any pl!luul
party for all thmes 10 come,” Rao
said in a hard-hitting speech at
the end of a three-day debate
on the no-confidence motion.

"’l"uu have ﬁ -idlrh!d to

-tllhﬂﬂ'hlmhl.

Rao's |latest nlﬂnH::u
motion was sponsored a
e A T
by the right wing

The two groups had set aside
thetr traditional enmity (o come
together against Rao tn Parlia
ment where the opposition and
the governing Congress Party

Sor Page 12 Col 8
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Emergency meet
of JP presidium

By Staff Correspondent
Presidium members of the

Jatiya Party yesterday began an
emergency meeting to review
the situation arisen out of the
recent move by Shamsul Huda
Chowdhury and his followers.

After a more than five-hour
of discussion at the residence of
the party's senjor Vice-Chair
man and acting chiefl Mizanur
Rahman C hury. the mee-
ting was adjou until this

a party leader said.

A group of leaders suggested
expulsion of member
Shamsul H Chowdhury and
his associaies while another
group wanted to observe the
situation until August 1, the
lemdde t mabc]

Former Speaker Shamaul
Huda Chowdhury has convencd
a meeting of like-minded’ party
workers and leaders on Sunday,
branding the present leadership
"autlocratic”

The presidium may take a
decision today

Party sources sakd Barrister

Soe 'nge 12 Col 6

BNP ﬁnahses List
of councillors

The wﬂlﬂ
mmmmﬂmm

the number of councillors who
will vote iIn its upceoming
National Council scheduled for
September |-2.

Some 2,017 councillors from
across the country would parti-
cipate in the council scasion,
the fourth since the party's
founding in 1978, Chowdhury
Tanvir Ahmed Siddiky said

esterday at an informal

ng of a select group ol
mediamen at the party's Naya
Paltan central office.

The council would coincide
with the |156th founding anniver-

sary of the party on L1
Some | 134 cou have
been eleeted from the thana and

pourasava- levels, 206 from the
district and city levels. Besides,
all the 173 MPs of the party, its
231 Central Standing

" Commitiee members and an-

other 183 counetllors have been

_ ing only that

the agenda of the council,
"eleven s
committees, including one on
amendments to the party con-
stitution are working on con-
tentious issues.

The Counctl
Committee corwenor sakd that
the distriet and thana- level
ready o sending thetr .

s larted rec-

ommendations on different is-
sues they want discussed at the
council session.

The 11 sub-commitices
would study the recommenda-

tlons of the sroots level
workers and Siddiky
said.

He said that 15 of the 64 dis-
trict conferences were yet to be
See Page 12 Col 7
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Study report
on admin
reform today

By Staff Correspondent

An advance copy of the
Public Administrative Sector
Report,” prepared by a team of
UN experts, is to be
submitied to the officials of the
Establishment Ministry today

The report contains the

findings and final recommen-
dations of the UN technical

lcam, com on the basis of
hard data.
The study was taken up at

the behest of the Bangladesh
government which indicated a
desire to restructure the entire
administrative system in a
democratic climate, ensuring
greater transparency and ac-
countability.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia on several occa-
sions expressed her interest in
bringing about meaningful ad-
ministrative changes. She her-
sell has retained the important
portfolio of Establishment.

The UNDP, under its fifth
couniry programme for
Bangladesh, reached an agree-
ment with the government to
“engage in an exercise to de-
velop prescriptions for change

Sec Page 12 Col 5

Message to PM

Ghal1 assures
of UN aid

The United Nations Secre-
ary General, Boutros Boutros-
Shali. has expressed deep
sympathy at the loss of lives
and property in Bangladesh due
to flood, reports BSS.

in a message toe Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia, he
said, *| was deeply saddened to
learn that so people have
lost their lives because of
flooding in Bangladesh. | hope
that the search fdr those who
are still missing will prove suc-
cessful. | wish to assure you
{ that the United Nations system
stavids feady to jernd whatever
assisiance it can to alleviaie the
suffering caused by the (lood-

ple par-
ticularly to the families of the
victims my sincere condolences
and heartfelt sympathy.”

Special JS body
on Irmigation
Ministry
meets today

The Special Parliamentary
Committee to probe into allega-
tion of corru against the
Irrigation and Flood Control
Minister and his ministry re-
sumes its meeting at 5:00 pm
today, reports UNB.

The Committee is expected
to continue its exercise to fi-
nalise the terms of reference be-
fore taking up the task of in-
vestigation into the allegation
brought by Awami League
leader Tofael Ahmed iIn
Parliament on June 14 and 26.

It was carlier that
the Commiittee faced a deadlock
as opposition members on it
insisted on therough inquiry
while the government side was
firm in its stand to look into the
specific allegation

The Committer in its meet-
ing today may a chair-
man to act in absence of
Shaikh Razzagque Al who is ex-
pected to leave for London on
August | for tremtment.

DU teachers
elect Deans,

Senators

today
By DU Correspondent

The Dhaka weach-
ers will elect six Deans and 35
teachers' w the
University Senate today .

The elections will be held at
the Teachers Students Centre
(TSC) from 8 am @ 2 pm.

two lactions of the White group,
one led by Prof Islam
"Chowdhury and led by
Prof iaj Ahmed — are par-
ticipating in the polls.
leachers to differ-

to the ﬂnﬂ Science Department
of the University after his

tenurt as the Chatrman of the

Publie Service Commission,

convened a meeting and
See Page 12 Col ¢



