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Abkhazian rebels agree
to sign truce accord

MOSCOW, July 27 by UN observers.
mum-wm According to the terms of the
separatists in the coastal region  proposed agreement,

of Abkhazia agreed to sign a
cease-fire that could end t-

troops would be withdrawn
from all "conflict zones" inside

ing that has left at least 2,000
people dead, a news agency re-

Abkhazia within 10 to 15 days
after the deployment of interna-

ported, reports AP. tional observers.
There was no immediate Abkhazian ratist forces
confirmation from the Abkhazi backed by volunteers from the

an side, whose declaration of

sovereignty a year ago led to
Georgian intervention. region,

Russian North Caucasus, who
control up to one-third of the
would be disbanded or

Last Saturday, Georgian required to leave the territory.
leader Eduard Shevardnadze Georgian lawmakers had
decided to approve the peace been critical of a clause allow-

t that had been medi-  ing Abkhazia to restore itd "legal

-ated by Russia. institutions of power in
parliament speaker Abkhazia.” That would reinstate

Vakhtang adze said the Vladislav Ardzinba, leader of
accord would be signed on Abkhazia's pro-independence
with Abkhazia's ty movement, as head of the re-

gional parliament.

parliament speaker So
Previous peace accords have

Dzhindzholia and Russian

F Minister Andrei Kozy- collapsed, with the warring
rev, Interfax news agency sides each other for the
said. renewal of fighting.

Abkharia s a former resort
area in northwest Georgia be-
tween the Black Sea and the
Caucasus Mountains.

The agreement calls for an
immediate cease-fire, to be fol-
lowed by a gradual demilita-
rization of Abkhazia monitored
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International

Israel launches fresh air raid on Hézbollah targets

Riyadh seeks UN intervention
to stop bloodshed in Lebanon

MANAMA, July 27: Arab
countries Monday condemned
Israclf attacks on Lebanon, with
Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Yemen
warning it could jeopardise the
Middle East peace process, re-
ports AFP.

In Jeddah, on the Red Sea,
the Saudi cabinet chaired by
King Fahd urged the UN
Security Council to intervenc
"to put a stop to Israel attacks
and the bloodshed of which in-
nocent South Lebanese civilians
are the victims."

Riyadh was “deeply con-
cerned, denounces the escala-
tion of viclence and the re-
peated [sraeli attacks on certain

villages in South Lebanon as

well as on Syrian and
Palestinian (troop) concentra-
tions,” a Saudi cabinet state-
menl said.

*Isracli attacks undermine
the peace and disturb
the stabflity that was starting to
take root in Lebanon,” the cabi-
net said in a statement reported
by the official Saudi press
agency.

Qatar and Yemen also de-
nounced the [sracH attacks on
Hezbollah and Palestinian tar-
get: which were launched
Sunda hd The two countries also
ec Saudi Arabia’'s call for
UN intervention to halt the at-
tacks.

Egyptian Fore Minister
Amr Mussa said told his
Israeli counterpart Shimon
Peres to "stop the attacks im-
mediately” in a telephone con-
versation, the tian news
agency Mena reported from
Cairo,

Mussa said it was important

to ensure the attacks did not
have a negative effect on the
Middle East peace process.

Jordan's Crown Prince
Hassan meanwhile cautioned
that “violence can only breed
violence.”

He said the “spiral was not
acceptable in the context of the
rencwed attempts by the US
administration to give meaning
and momentum to the peace
talks.”

US Secretary of State Warren
Christopher starts tour of the
Middle East on July 31 aimed
at breaking a deadlock in Arab-
Israeli peace talks.

chtcr adds from Lebanon :
Israeli warplanes launched a
new air on guerilla targets
in South Lebanon today, secu-
rity sources said.

The sources said levtral

Seoul, Taipei restore

unofficial ties '

TAIPEL, July 27: Taiwan and (ROC).” It will now be called
*Taipei Mission in Korea,” while

Seoul's counterpart will be

ficial ties following an 11-month called “Korean Mission in
break, their Foreign Ministries .
announced in their respective Members of Parliament from

capitals, reports AFP. Taiwan's main opposition
Charles King, Taiwan's for- Democratic Progressive Party
mer Ambassador to Seoul, and [DF!-"I responded by saying that
South Korean Ambassador-at- the government should learn
large Lee Hyon-Hong signed the  from the and con-

last minute hitches.
Today's signing came after
on thorny issues in-

the naming of the re-
spective Missions. ,
Taipel dropped its demand
that its office In Seoul, with a
branch in Pusan, should bear

the name of "Republic of China

sider shedding its official na-
tional title in order to reestab-
lish formal ties with other
countries.
tic relations between

Taiwan and South Korea were
ended when the latter switched
its recognition to Beijing as be-
ing the léegitimate government of
China last August.

Both sides agreed to negoti-
ate details of economic coopera-
tion.

LRy

Kim Il-SunE hold talks :

Flhltlntl r Yasser Arafat held talks in a friendly
atmosphere in mﬂwlh Korean President Kim I1-
Sung. China's :ﬂd news agency reported from
Pyongyang, says ter from

t state have hailed the

He.‘plp-rnht]uhohhd
timed to allow Arafat to join 40th anniversary celebrations

of the end of the 1960-63 Korean War,
The Palestine Liberation Organisation chief arrtved in North
Korea on Monday for his sixth visit since 1981,

Late on Monday Xinhua quoted the official Korean central
news agency as saying Arafat and Kim met, but gave no detafls
of their talks.

Bolivian FM resigns: soinvias roreign
Minister Ronald Maclean resigned on Monday, saying he could
not go along with President Jaime Paz Zamora's criticism of

mﬁ:mrmg(.'ﬁk. reports Reuter from La Paz.

Zamora hands over the presidency to his clected succes
sor and political opponent, Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada. In 1|
dayn

Maclean told a news conference he was “rationally and emo

tionally” opposed 10 Paz Zamora s remarks last week that Chile
was “backward” and "lazy” in ita policy towards Bolivia.

Quake shakes Tokyo : an carthquake
scale shook eastern

from Tokyo.

The epicentre of the tremor, which struck at 8.40 pm (] 140
GMT). was about 50 km (3] miles) underground in Tbaraki pre-
fecture northeast of Tokyo, the agency said. It was clearly felt in

the
Blast at SDLP councillor's home :

mwmm-tmmd.mufmm
mwwm.m-ﬂummmm
. No one was ., reports AP from Beliast.
Thtbhll li!hnntﬂm&ﬁuqumﬂhw
north of Belfast, damaged two cars and blew out a window.
McTeague, his wife and daughier were al home at the time, po-
lice said .

A lm-ldﬁtdcm-pplnnﬂyw-phcd
the house

Planes collide at JFK airport :

jet and a commuiter plane taxiing on a runway at Kennedy
International Airport collided, damaging the atrcraft but leaving
passengers unharmed, says AP from New York

A Saudi Arabian Atrlines 747 and an American Eagle com
ure runway Sunday

ﬂtﬂlﬁiw&tkuﬂﬁ-kﬂmﬂﬂt}:m
muter plane's tail, Kampfe said.

There were 40 people aboard American Eagle Flight 4944
and about |30 aboard Saudi Arablan Atrlines Flight 39

91 Vietnamese
boat people

London: Members of the Franco-Bntish one day summat (from left) Bntish Ft’g'n Secretary
Douglas Hurd, French President Francois Mitterrand, British Prime Minister John Major and

{ French Prime Minister Edouard Balladur on Monday.

— UNB/AFP photo

Delhi to consider job quota

New Delhi, July 27: The
indian government on Monday
said it would consider reserving
jobs for Hindu outcastes fn the
country's expanding private sec-
tor, but senior industrialists
said the move could deter for-
cign investors, reports Reuter.

Energy Minister N K P Salve
told the lower house of
Parliament the government
would support an opposition
proposal to allow Hi out-
castes, who have statutorily
fixed job quotas in state-owned
enterprises, to recetve similar
guarantees in India's burgeon-
ing private industrics."This is a
scrious question and we will
abide by the deciajon of the
House,” Salve said

Lok Shabha (lower house)
Speaker Shivraj Patil said he
would take up a discussion on

the issue after a no-confidence
motion Prime Minister P
V Narasimha Rao's government
was put to the vote tomorrow
Wednesday.

Outcastes, formerly called
untouchables constitute about
168 per cent of India's popula-
tion of 870 million.

The move triggered
shrill waming from Indian in-
dustrialists, who said job quo-
tas would undermine the gov-
ernment’'s economic liberalisa-
tion plans and might deter for-
cign investors.

The Delhi-based Confeder-
ation of Indian Industry {ClI)
said job quotas in private
indusiries could derail the
government's economic lib
eralisation plans.

"As far as the CI| 8 con-
cerned, we have a comprehen-

for Hindu outcastes

sive view against guotas, said
Cil Vice President Subodh
Kumar Bhargava.

The CIl supports Rao's plans
to privatise India's unwieldy
public sector industries and has
played host to foreign leaders
and industrialists to promote
investments in India.

Delhi-based industrialist
Hari Prasad Nanda

India's Supreme Court last
year decided that half of
federal government jobs should
be reserved for lower castes.

It approved a decision by
former Prime Minister Vishw-
anath Pratap Sing — whose
government was toppled in
November 1990 — to extend
job reservations to those low
down in the rigild Hindu caste
system.

Tajik rebel leader says
Jihad only solution to crisis

PESHAWAR, Pakistan, July
27: A Tajik rebel leader visiting
Pakistan to drum up aid for

from his cou ‘s civil
war said on Monday the central
Asian republic needed an
Islamic ly war, reports
Rewter.

“Jihad is the only solution,”
Mohammad Shiral Himatzada,
leader of the rebel Renatssance
Islamic Party of Tajikistan, said
when asked about reports of at-
tacks by Tajlk rebels jnto
Tajikistan from Afghan terrttory.

"There should be Jthad 1o
force them (the Tajik govern-
ment) to bow before rightcous-
ness.” Himatzada said in an in-
terview

Tajik rebels fled into neigh-
bouring Alghanistan after defeat
in a civil conflict last year. An
attack on a Russian post on the

Tajtk border on July 13 killed
25 Russtan ,

Hima said the rebels
were for talks with media-
tors but ruled out meeting the
government, whom he called

p\-‘lnﬂl depending on Russian

Ht -u':-ud five -party talks
involving Tajik Mujahideen,
Pakistan. lran, Afghanistan and
Russia, whose army helps pro-
tect Tajikistan's border under
bilateral agreement with the
former Soviet republic, to end
cross-border attacks.

Afghan officials say unpro-
voked artillery attacks by
Russian troops across the bor
der in Tajikistan have killed or
wounded hundreds of villagers
and forced thousands to flee
their homes.

Moscow accuses Afghan

troops based in the northemn
province ol Takhar of backing

the rebel attacks.
Kabul has reported 400 ca-

sualties and about 6,000
displaced by Russian attac
since the July 13 assault.
Russia denies launching raids
against targets over the border.
Himatzada arrived last
Friday in the North West
Frontier province capital of
Peshawar-based for Afghan
guerillas in their 14-year "holy
war" against Kabul's former
Soviet-backed government - to
seck donations for the esti-
mated 60,000 Tajik refugees
who have fled into Alghanistan.
"Our main demand is that
the (Tajik) government should
go by any means because the
communists have hijacked the
government”, he said.

planes bombed the village
Zibggine at Dawn as ]ll‘ld.l ar-
tillery maintained sporadic

shelling of a string of villages
where pro-lranian guerillas are
active.

No further details were
available on the latest attack.

Isracl on Sunday launched
its most extensive air campaign
into Lebanon in 11 years. More
than 37 Lebanese, Palestinians
and Syrians have been killed
and 130 wounded in scores of
air strikes and artillery bom-
bardments since.

Two Isracl civilians were
killed and 23 wounded on
Sunday when guerillas rained
Katyusha rockets into northern
Israel. An lsracli soldier was
killed and three others wounded
in a guerilla attack in South
Lebanon on Monday.

France urges
Israel to stop

attack on
Hezbollahmen

PARIS, July 27: France
urged Israel on Monday to call a
speedy halt to its attack on
Hezbollah guerilla positions in
Lebanon, reports Reuter.

A Foreign Ministry spokes-
man said France "Urges Israel
to stop as soon as possible this
initiative which is an attack
against the sovereignty of
Lebanon and threatens to en-
danger the Middle East peace
process.”

The spokesman added:
“While deploring attacks against
the security of Israel, to which
France is committed, it believes
a military operation of this scale
cannot be justified and regrets
the many innocent civilian vic-
tims since yesterday.”

Israeli eir power, artillery
and pgunboats hammered
guerilla in Lebanon for
a second straight day on
Monday, from north Lebanon to
the south, in the most intensive
air campaign against Lebanon
in 11 years.

France urged countries with
influence in the region, an ap-

t reference to the United
States and Syria, to do every-
thing in their power to restore

ROK plane crash:
66 bodies
recovered

HAENAM (South Korea), July

27: Rescuers winding up a
search for survivors South
Korea's worst domestic air
crash said 66 bodies had been
recovered hy this morning, re-

ports Reu
an Munpml ?3?

ln'nl.hudinml in driving
wind and rain on the southern
tip of the Korean Peninsula on

Monday.

The plane was carrying 110
passengers and crew — four
more than listed on the mani-
fest — on the 310 km (190-mile)
flight from Seoul to Mokpo In
the southwest, a local official
said. '
A transportation ministry of-
ficial said four children on the
flight were not listed among the

rs on board the twin-

plﬂ which tore the plane ln
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Judge signs death order
with a happy face

HOUSTON: A lawyer for a death row inmate complained after
a judimliytd the rnln: execution order with a little "happy

H}rcllcnlwulhockudbyl!“;ﬂdlhcchﬂ is
Willlam Kunstler sald Monday. "I've never seen Eﬂir:'zh

that before. Doesn't it seem terribly ina

District Judge Charles J Hl:amadem the symbol to an order
sctting an Oct 15 execution date for Robert Nelson Drew. The
judge said it was “not intended to take away from the
s¢riousness ol anything.”

“It's just become part of my signature,” he said. "My driver's
license is signed that way,"

Drew was sentenced to die for stabbing to death a 17-year-
old hitchhiker.

The happy face flourish caused a stir last year when Hearn
used it on the bottom of a letter o other judges announcing a
peer's death,

The 62-year-old retired from the bench in 1992. But jud
are occasionally called out of retirement to hear cases. Be
his retirement, the judge could sometimes be seen praying with
defendants before were led away to prison,

Hot-air drier may invite

bacteria in restrooms

LONDON: The bacteria washed away in a public restroom
can come flying back through a hot-air drier, a British study
says, reports AP. I

But scientists don't know whether that finding, if confirmed,
represents any threat to public health.

A University of Westminster study — funded by the
Association of Soft Tiasue Paper Manufacturers — found that
hot air driers in public restrooms increased bacteria on hands
more than 500 per cent. Those who used towels had fewer
germs after washing.

“The vast majority of bacteria in the atmosphere in our lives
are benign and are not going to have any effect. Without any
evidence that these are the nasty ones, | am very cautious about
sounding the alarms,” said Brian Knights, one of the
investigators at University of Westminster in London. The study I
was presented at a news conference.

Dr Frank Bia, a professor of medicine and laboratory
medicine at Yale University, called the study "an important
piece of work.”

Blind sailor begins
Trans-Atlantic Odyssey

BALTIMORE: A saiflor equipped with a talking compass and
Braille maps set out Monday to become the first blind person to
sail solo across the Atlantic, reports AP.

Hank Dekker. 58, waved to 100 well-wishers as his 30 foot
(10-metre) sailboat NFB was towed out of the city's Inner

Harbour. He will be towed to Cape May

. NJ, and set sail on his

3.200-mile (5, 150-kilometre) trek Wednesday or Thursday.
He hopes to arrive in Plymouth, England, in 1B to 28 days

and is to be greeted there

by representatives of his

sponsor —
the Baltimore-based National Federation of the Blind. His ship

is named after the organisation.
Dekker is blind in his right eye, has pinhole recognition of
light and darkness out of the corner of his left eye, is deal in
his left ear and uses a hearing aid in his right. The boat
contains radar, charts and other equipment especially designed
for the blind.

He said he is making the journey to show the world the blind

. can accomplish the same things the sighted can.
"But first and foremost this voyage is for me, you have to
take care of yourself,” Dekker said. "For me, it's the challenge of
doing things. | want to be the best sailor | can be.”
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Retuhmﬂjrnut l:hnr grief July 27 upon hunnl news tha
the sister and brother-in-law of the man en left were

killed in the South Korean Asiana Airliner crash near
Mokpo, South Korea on Monday. —UNB/AFP photo

arrive in Japan

TOKYO, July 27: A group of
91 suspected Vietnamese boat
people reached the southern
Japanese port of Kagoshima to-
day aboard two marttime safety

agency patrol boats, agency of-
ficials satd, reports AFP.

The patrol boats spotied the
group, including 16 children,

aboard two wooden ships on |

Sunday ofl Tokunoshima |si-

and, Kagoshima prefecture, the
officials saad -

The v later instructed
ﬂ:mhm-muh:u:hn-t
peopie on board on Menday as
a typhoon was approaching the
area.

The officinls said the 91

were mecting with immigration
officials for further screening

i

LONDON, July 27: A good
night's sleep is an tmpossible
dream for milllons of people
worldwide, Reuter.

Despite the throngs of weary
suflerers, the economic and
health costs of sleep disorders
are not recognised and
most go u and un-
treated, medical spectalists say

“Many people don't realise
that sleep disorders havwe a seri-
ous impact on themselves and
others.” satd Colin Shapiro, a
Professor of Spychiatry at the
Untversity of Toronto

“You have a ot of people who
are unfit to drive due 1o exoes
stve sleepiness. for example, re-
sulting in road accidents.’

Shapiro is Editor of "The
ABC ol Sleep Disorders”, a
British medical jownal publi
cations book due out later this

year. He and other specialists

say doctors lack of knowledge
aboul sleep problems is oflen as
much a handicap to their reso-
lution as thal of the sufferer

"Medical education in sleep
disorders is minimal, even in
North America where there has
been much more interest in
them in the last 10 to 15 years,”
said Gregory Stores, reader in
clinical psychiatry and sleep
disorder researcher at Eng-
land's Oxford University.

*There is clear evidence that
his interest is confined 1o a km-
ited number of centres and
medical and other professional
education, such as nursing or

mh&hﬁ has lagged far be-

*An attempt is currently be-
ing made to correct that but
there is & long way to That's
very strange in view ol the fact
that sleep disorders are so

common throughout the popu
latton and also extremely trou
blesome "

Sleeping disorders cover a
wide range of aillments from the
more common— like snoring
-nd insomnia— to sleep terrors,

ng and sudden infant
dﬂlh syndrome

Researchers point out that
even the relatively rare sleep
disorders such as narcolepsy—
a condition marked by sudden
attacks of sleep— are more
commeon than multiple sclerosis
or parkinson's disease Yel the

public nerally knows maore
about t effecin of those (ll
ST L

A report by the US National
Commission on slecp disorders
research, "Wake up America’,
—Humumtn recognise the

ring impact of din-
lu nees on the health and

welfare of soctety, an impact
that rivalled smoking,

in recognition of such con
cerns President Bill Clinton
signed into law a bill creating a
sieep institute in the United
Siates

The economic cuiecis .
sleep related problems . .M
cull to gquantify bul are gener
ally agreed 1o be subsiantial

One study placed the annual
cost in the United States alone
at 16 billion dollars. This in
cluded such things as loss of
productivity, time off work and
the institutional care of the el
derly who were unable lo re-
main al home because of sleep
related disruptive be haviour

The personal costs can be
equally tnting

Several studies have found
that insomnia— which aflfects
between a quarter and a third of

Sleeping disorders cover wide range of ailments

too quick to prescribe sleeping

population at some point
r-rh year and between 10-12
per cent of people chronically —
is as powerful a predictor of
enrly death as obesity.

Severe snoring— nutlblz
obstructive sleep apnoea, whic
involves repeated hl:'knﬂ of
the upper airway— also carries
a higt  “sb of death, especially
from cart wascular discase.

Other effects of sleep-related
health problems mange from re-
duced daytime rmance, to

social relationships,
psychiatric iliness and road and
work accidenits.

Medical professionals agree
that great strides have been
made in the treatments avall-
able for all sleep disorders, al-
though many are still not of-
fered 10 patients.

In the case of insomnia, for
example, doctors are often still

Serb attack
deliberate,

pills, again due nsufficient
training in sleep medicine.

“Prescribing lhﬂ‘l?l“l is
often ineffective and

k
ftan p":‘t}"ﬂ.«“.‘lﬂﬁ“a'ﬁfm.
sible treatments are not better

known,” sakd Stores.
Depending on the cause of

Insommnia, other inchude

options
rqvhoh.tn.ltrilm' treatment
or depression or anxiety.

changes in the sleeping envi-

"l'hr:*:r:n urr'aoir lllﬁf

things that may be extremely
relevant in the individual case,”

Q. lnrlt-..idi.nd others recom
mend that if someone believes

m-ﬂy ﬂtpmﬂup ;lm“;
lem they should ask for a refer-

ence 1o a specialist or a sleep
clinie.

says Ghali

UNITED NATIONS, July 37
Secretary General Boutres
HBoutros Ghall condemned Mon-
day what he called a deliberate
attack Su by Bosnian
Serbs on a French unit of the
UN protection force in Samajevo,
reports AFP.

“| demand that such actions
against UNPROFOR and

orahos sroesgeghcy ey wesh gor
tely,” the UN chiefl aaid
in a statement released in New
York

An armored UN troop trans-
port vehicle was and
four others were dam-

T

tack by Bosnian

“mmwmw
ln‘;}um the statement
sit



