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Cheney considered
firing Schwarzkopf

WASHINGTON, Ju
Defence Secretary Dic l’.‘h:ncy
was so offended by Gen.
Norman Sch kopl that he
considered firing him as com-

> "

Norman Schwarzkopf
mander of allied forces in the
months leading up to the Gull
War, a nﬂ"l‘:;lptr reported
Sunday, says

In an book by Rick
Atkinson of The Washingion

Post, the author says thal in-
sitead of relicving him, Cheney
assigned a three-star gencral<4o
act as a buffer belween

Schwarzkop( and his stafl.

But the book, “Crusade: The
Untold Story of the Perstan Gulf
War,” says that Schwarzkopl
had threatened to fire or court-
martial his senfor Army com-
mander, Navy commandcr, Air
Force commander, chicl air tar-

teer and the commanders of
ﬁm Army corps in Lhe desert.

But the newspaper's account
of the book in Sunday editions
says that despite the unflattcr-
t of the Schwarzkopl
pcrsonality, the general did
sublle di when

necded with the coalition’s for-
elgn forces and Saudi Arabian

Th: book is expected oul in
October.

Sc { sped around in
a "motorcade than (Saudi
King) Fahd's® and was
in every room by an enlisted
aide who laid out a precise sct
ting of water, orange juice, col-
fee and chocolate mocha, ac-
cording to The Post.

Police storm Golden
Temple to nab 2 Sikhs

AMRITSAR (India), Ju
Indian police stor the
Golden Temple here in an
overnight action to arrest two
wanted Sikh rebels reportedly
‘sheltering inside the holiest
shrine in Stkhdom, officials said
today, reports AFP,

Some 50 heavily-
cers raided the 400-

lex and searc for the
militants in the hostels

housing Sikh pilgrims, they
said

The police raid last about an
hour, witnesses said.

The two wanted Sikh sepa-
ratists were wanted for the ab-
duction of an industrialist a
fortnight ago in this northern
Indian state, police said.

Witnesses said the raiders
detained at least 10 Stkh visi-
tors in a police station of this
holy Sikh city after the
Golden Temple, adding that the
pligrims were released afier in-

armed offi-
-old

BRI RY

The two wanted militants
were not found in the shrine,

ment “heap
on the name of the Stkh com-

munily.

*The radd was aimed at ma-
ligning the Sikh community,”
said Manjit Singh, a secretary of
the Stkh Gurdwara Prabandak
Commitiee, a ﬂw hrum
which manages

lhnuflhﬂomm of

the Golden Temple is the sec-
ond such -cthnbrthtplu-
on the shrine since October last
year when Punjab detectives

complex and
i g s
siege 1o the temple in 1988
and rained thousands of
on militants hiding inside.

44 die of cholera in Pakistan: «

leas! 44 people, Inc
in northern Pakistand

rh:-ﬂn.. officials satd Saturday

said the
lnrl deaths Thursday a

ng several children, have died of cholera
nities devastated by three weeks of
. AP

reports from Islamabad.
from the district of Manschra

Friday

The governmeni has declared a medical emergency as the
epidemic hit many other towns and more than 100 cholera pa-
tients were admitied to hospitals

The government has ru-i'lrd medieal teams and medicine o

the affected areas

Maost of the aflected lu-m ek olean drinking waler and

proper medical (neilities.

Israeli soldier shot in Gaza: ».
unidentified gunman on Saturday shot and wounded an lsrach
soldier in occupied Gaza ety before driving off. military sources

here sadd, AFP

from Tel Aviv

The soldicr was wounded when a man opened fire on an ob-
scrvation post near Oaza's military administration bufidings.

the sources sadd, add
th;:uhfhuﬂhlh

that he was evacuated by helicopler Lo
southern lsracli city of Becrsheba
surrounded the attack site for several hours and

nﬂ'lnln.lu-d!n Palestinian sources sasd

18 Kurds killed in Turkey: ruw.s

forces killed |18 Kurdish rebels in clashes in castern

. offictals said Saturday, AFP

from Ankara

surrendered in the town of Mus following the

One guerilia
clashes Friday, said a milftary spokesman in

head -

Diyarbakir,
quarters of a governmen! campaign agains! separatist rebels of
the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PAKK).

14 killed in Colombian air crash:

Flying in a plane seized from drug dealers, the man appoinied

dﬂhua'l:tdﬂtrw

Columbia’'s poor air-salety record

l:‘!nrl.hrrp-uvpl_t AP reports from

The death toll rose to 14 when a 4-year-old girl died
Saeturday night at Simon Bolivar Hospital of burns she suffered
when the twin-engine Cessna Titan slammed into her Bogota
neighborhood just minutes after takeofl, the television news

wwiww.

All seven

aboard were killed, including Fernando

Corrales, the head of Colombia's civil acronautics board, and
his deputy, said the board's operations director, Col Luis

German Paez.

Israeli warplanes
bomb Hezbollah
bases in Lebanon

JERUSALEM, Ju :

repewod altscks on outposts of
jsraeli-backed Soulh

Lebanon Army militia Sunday

the
morring, lsrac radio reporied

it also comes as the lsracli
Cabinet continues to discuss

the Lebanon situation atl its
sesslon, and as lerach

L g

etvilans in northern

reported headed 1o shed
=TS

Myanmar women returnmg from Thai

International

.ok Sabha reopens today with no-confidence motions on agenda

Fate of Cong-I govt hinges|’

on minor parties

NEW DELHI, July 256: The
fate of Indian Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao's two-year-old

government hinges on minor

as
nppudl:h'l parties —
mnﬂd:nur‘ motions on the

agenda, reports AFP.

The ruling Congress (1) Party
and its allies command 663

PMs in the lower house against
the fragmented 264,
aller six o tion MPs said
they would abstain from the
vole expected this week.

The C (I} remained
confident on Sunday that it
would survive the determined

ftfon ¢ . but party
sources admi lhqr were
thetr crossed.

the Bharatiya Janata
PlrtyEIJH the main oppo-
sition party — and a centrist-
lefiist alllance have said they
will move separate no-confl-
dence motions to vote out the

governnwnl.
e

The Hindu-revivalist BJP
and the National Front and Left
Front allance have some 220 M
Ps between them in the 545-
scal lower house.

The BJP and the Natfonal
Front-Left Front alllance do not
see eye politically, with latter
accusing the BJP of fanning the
flames of Hindu nationalism.
But both are determined to
bring down the curtain on Rao.

BJP will be introducing
its motion pressing charges of
corruption against Rao, who
has been accused of taking a
hu payolfl from Harshad
Mehta, a Bombay stockbroker
and the main defendant in a
huge bank and stock scandal.

The Front's joint no-confl-
dence motion will protest cor-
ruption "in high places,” the
government’s open-market eco-
nomic and its [aflure to
curb Hindu fundamentalism.

"We may have differences,
but we agrec on one thing-re-

moving the government,”
Swaraj, a lawyer, who added
that BJP would seek fresh
parliamentary election if the
government was voted out.

The communists were ini-
tially adamant on not voting for
a BJP-sponsored m-mnﬂduwe
moltjon, but ¢
after meeting the H-ﬂmn.l !"rnnt
leaders here on ;

The Congress (I)'s Gadgil
called the decision
"unfortunate.”

Communist MP Yechury said
that even if the Rao adminis-
tration to overcome
the co-confidence motions by
"five to 10 voles, it will be a
moral indictment of the gov-
ermment.”

He said a narrow win for the
government on the floor of the
house would add to the gov-
ernment’s Instability and bick-
ering in the Congress (I).

“The government will then
survive from scssion [0 session”

of nt, the Marxist said.

The rest ol the opposition
consists of minor groups whose
strength from a solitary
MP to the 20 members of a

B[lrty led hy former Federal

eonlbicgliot RO
parties now held the key to the
future of the Congress (I) gov-

The thjn Singh group has
said it will decide only on
Mo , when parliament con-
venes the monsoon session,
which way it would vote on the

mED.fll-l:rtll (1) spokesman
Vitha! Gadgil said the Ajit Singh
Group was certain to bail out
the t. "There are sul-
ficlent grounds for my opti-

m%ﬁr;ﬁping Lo pen
to the government,” dnd
Sharad Pawar, a top

(1) leader and Chiefl Minister uT
the western state of
Maharashtra.

A Bosman Serb soldiers fires toward= Musiim po<itton outside the northierr: Bosnig. toy

Breko on Saturday.

‘#- ?.*ﬂr
of
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Parliament gives Shevardnadze
authority to sign peace plan

THILISI, July 25: Parliament

e AT

authority Satur-

day to approve a Russian-

mediated to and fighting in

the breakaway province of
Abikchazia, AP,

The plan calls for an imme-
diale cease-fire and a gradual
demilitarization monitored by
UN observers.

More than 2,000 people have
been killed since Abkhazia, a
former resort area of northwest
Georgia, deciared independence
last July.

After stormy debate Satur-
day, withheld appro-
val of the peace plan, instead
leaving the decision up 1o
Shevardnadze, who s known o
favor .

Previous peace agreements
collapsed

have ;

Under the plan negotiated by
Russtan ernwvoy Ho-
ris and and
Abkhazian leaders, glan

troops would be withdrawn
from all ‘conflict zones' inside
Abkhazia within 10 1o 15 days
after the deployment of in-
lernational obecrvers.

Abkhazian scparalist forces
and wvolunicers (rom the
Russian North Caucasus, who
control up Lo onc-third of the
region, would be disbanded or
required 1o leave the territory.

Lawmakers have accused
Russia of siding with Abkhazia,
and were unhappy at the

of Russian soldicrs be-
ing part of a peacekeeping force
the cease-fire

AFP reports: Two columns of
Armenian lanks continued thelr
advance today into Azerbafjan,
heading north and east of
Agdam, according to the

Arerbatjan dcfence Ministry
cited by the Itar Tass Ncws

Agenvy.

Eduard Shevardnadze

The tanks left Agdam — the
Azerl lown seized Friday bjr

Armenian forces — and were
moving north toward Barda and
cast toward Agjabedi, the
Azcrbafjan ministry in Baku
said.

The Armenfan advance met

resistance [rom Azeri forces

ut the evacuation of tens of
thousands of fleeing refugees,
notably those from Agdam, was
at serious risk, the ministry
warned.

Azerbaijan s acting President
Geidar Aliyev meanwhile ap-
pealed today to UN Secretary-
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali
and the security council to take
“Urgent mcasures again the
Armenian aggressor,” [tar-Tass

The Azeris for their pari

launched another air raid over
eastern Arminza a-turdqr
which left 10 de

| 250 fundamentalists

face trials in Cairo

CAIRD, July 26: An Egyptian

court is o try 280 [slamic fun-
damentalists, Including Pales
tinians and women, In one of
the largest trials in the coun-
try's history, legal sources said
on Sunday. reports AFP.
They said the prosecution
would officlally announce the
charges In early August and the
trial] would follow in a Calro
military court

The fundamentalists are ac-
cused of setting up an illegal
organisation, Talach Al-Fatah"
(vanguard of conguest), and
posscssion of arms with the alm
of overthrowing the government.

The sources said some of the

group would be charged with
killing two ctvilians in Catro and
the attempted murder of three
in 1990. They could

face the death penalty or life
terms of hard labour.

Among the group,
Palestinians,
abroad to carry out terrorist
acts,” and an u num-
ber of women face such charges
for the first time in an Egyptian
court, they said.

in October, President Hosni
Mubarak ordered the transfer of
the trials of armed lslamic mili-
tants from civillan to military
courts, which pass harsher and
n'tftrr verdicts.

18

Kurdish rebels
kidnap 4 French

tourists in Turkey

TATVAN (Turkey), July 25 :
Kurdish rebels kidnapped four
French tourists in southeast
Turkey today, provincial gov-
ernment officials said, reports

said, a group of armed
guerillas of the separatist
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK)
blocked a highway linking the
towns of Taiwan and Van and
abducted the tourists.
The officials said the guerrl-
las fled with the tourists.
The names ol the tourists
could not be obtained immedi-
ately and ft was not clear how

they were

Six rists have now
been kidnapped by separatist
PKK militants in eastern Turkey
in the past three weeks.

Two British tourists, Tania
Jan Miller and David Michael
Rowbottom, were seized threc

weeks ago, also in the Tailwan
area. Their fate is siill un-

known.
Yeltsin returns

to Moscow

MOSCOW, July 25: Russian
'resident Boris Yeltsin returned
to Moscow today, cutting short
his holiday, I[tar-Tass News
Agency said, reports Reuter.

A Yeltsin spokesman had
said on Saturday the president
would return to Moscow to deal
with a series of challenges to
his t's authority from
the conservative parliament.

Yclisin had issued a brief

| statement on Friday saying he

was considering interrupting
his holiday on the no

Russian city of be-
cause of what he called a threat

to Russia's young democracy

from the parliament.
Parllament, in a series of

resolutions passed just before

its summer recess, voted to
slow Yeltsin's privatisation

ca , set new restrictions
on banks and more than
double the planned budget
deficit in a snub to reform ef-
forts.

Pak PM Qureshi

leaves for. \.yIS

ISLAMABAD, Ju
Pakistan's interim Prirne

officials.

The former World Bank offi
cial was ted caretlaker
Prime Minister on July 18 un-
der an brokered ical
settlement that led to the exil of
Prestdent Ghulam Ishaq Khan

and his rival Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif,

A l;mdlrl uf Rmm designer "'fnt.in Yudashkin presents
an evening dress on July 22 during the last show of the Fall-
igh fashion collections in Paris. -—— AFP photo

BOMBAY: Most wives are faithful to their husbands in India
— the land which gave the world the Kama Sutra — but nearly

a quarter of those polled in a rare survey said they were not

vh'gh'-nntltlrwddmgdq reports

Reuter,

Femina magazine, which published the poll, said it had
commissioned the Indian Market Research Bureau to find out
why women would® want to marry in a society where cultural

values had changed radically.

wmuhﬂlﬂtmmWnuﬂb}'t}rmspﬂn

apparently do not

i

The

scem to subacribe to this somewhat

point of view,” said Femina, Indians leading womens
It did not say how many women were polled.

Ihmdthltmlyltvml:ﬂn:ntﬂfmnadnﬂlwdtn

having sex with someone other than husbands.

per cent of women surveyed had sex before marriage,

Femina said. "Given our present exposure to western promiscu-

ity, sex is
The survey

t even before marriage.”
found that good sex in a marriage was of major

importance for only 11 per cent of the women surveyed.
Hospital for drug-addict
elephants

BANGKOK:
cxpense, reports AP.

heoked on
tive owners will soon be able to kick

by exploita
habit at government

The Forest Industry Organisation, a state enterprise, will

open up a veterinary hospital to treat drug

-addicted elephants

as well as those injured in logging work, the Bangkok Post re

partad Saturday.

The darker lidc of pachydermal existence has only recently

been disclosed in the national press,

with reports that a number

of elephants have become drug addicts after their handlers fed
them fistfuls of amphetamine pills to force them to work longer

hours.

The forestry organization's managing director,
as saying the veterinary hospila

Chakrabandhu, was
will be established at the

Adu ld'?

t Training Centre in Lampang

province, 510 kilometers (317 miles) north of Bangkok.
Potato guns as dangerous

as real firearms
MARTIMEZ: Hurled potatoes are an unltkely source of con
cern for most people, but police say a new fad, potato guns, can
fire a spud 1,000 feet (300 meters) per sccond and are nearly as

as real irearms,

AP,

reports
During a test, Martinez Police Officer Mike Marchiano shat-

tered a windshield and dented a car, taking the

paint off a door

“If it hit someone on the head, it would break their skull,” he
said. "Iif it hit someone over their heart, it would crush the tis-

sue. It would be like taking a sledgehammer to it.°

Tigers raid 3 army
outposts: 30 killed

COLOMBO (Shri Lanka),
July 25: About 500 Tamil Tiger
rebels raided three army out-
posts in northeastern villages,
kil 15 soldiers and 15
Si civillans, the govern-
ment said Sunday, AP.

Helicopter gunshi de-
stroyed two tractors on whth
the attackers were fleeing after
the Saturday midnight attack,
but it was not immediately
known how many casualties the
rebels suffered, military officials
said. Fifteen soldiers also were
wounded, they said.

The attack, the second on
security forces over the week-

KUALA LUMPUR, J 26 : demic.
Myanmar remains of = Since police be
political pariah in the interna-  down on Thai hliﬂ

authorities have noted than an

tested positive for HIV has been

htgh

The Weorld Health
Organisation (WHO)] estimates
there are now more than
100,000 people infected with
HIV in M , out of a popu-
lation of 40 million,

“There s an inevitable link
between ution and AIDS
and controlling the trafficking of

women and girls is one to
control the spread of Al
south cast Asia,” says Jackic

Pollock of the International
Volunteer Services (IVS) in
Chiangmai in northern

Thailand

Pollock, who submiited a
paper on the traflicking of
Myanmar women at an AIDS
conference here in April, says
while {actors that lead women
to sell sex are universal, some
are particular to a country.
In Myanmar the violent sup-
pression of the pro-democracy
movement in 19688 and the sub.
sequent militartsation ol
Myanmar society completely de-
stroyed community structures
and uprooted social organtsa
tion. "Women have been abused
and further devalued,” she says.

Since 1088, thousands of
Myanmar have been foroed lo
work as porters for the milttary
Some are prisoncrs »T
tences for criminal oflences
while others are men and
women Abducted from thetr vil

lages by the military

For every 100 families In a
village, mbout two to three men
must be to the army
or a US 5,000 dollar fine must

be paid in order to aveld con-
scription.

“The choice paren’
have is to send their + '~ .he
army to the people or to
send their daughters to
Thailand to make enough

mh pay the army.” says
1%

Many Myanmar women
porters also say they are forced
to turm into comiort women in
the evenings afler ng the
heavy loads for the all

day. Says a Chiangmal sex
worker from ' “When |
was in my , Myanmar
soldiers came forced me to
have sex with them It was as
L were a , except that

! no payment, al least

brothels carry HIV

For some Myanmar women,
in Thai brothels may
allow families to lunrl'lnl
but for others it
possibility ol a bettor
Pollocks.

She says NIMAr WoImen
lured into the sex trade by a
friend. a relative or a trusted
person in the community. These
‘agents’ offer the women high
paying jobs in Thailand and
give the families an advance on

h‘ ut;,-u

the girls’ salary.
The girls thus start work with a

del:t i

11!.."”1]“11 bvomee vir-
els, fons

lend to probloms
and exposure (o u-lunll‘lI
transmitted diseascs (STDs) a
AlDS,

On a police raid on Ranong
town brothel in soulhern
Thailand last year, one-third of
the 90 women arrested were
found to be HIV-positive

As & matters nll"?:nlit}‘.
Bangkok repatriates nmar
women alter they are rescued
from brothels directly to the

military junta in Yangen.
re itlon groups
and atd rs opposc such

LOMeerm

for the girls’ saloty.

end, was apparently to mark

in which 2,
killed.

The July 1983 massacre
turmed a simmering demand by
some Tamils for a separate
homeland in the north and the
east into a full-fledged nsur-

ncy, led by the Liberation

of Tamil Eelam More
than 18,000 people have been
killed since then

posts in  Janakapura,
Kokkutuduval and t

The Tamils say the m
ment is deliberately setiling
Sinhalese to cf the demo-
graphic balance of Tamil-major-
ity areas. The government de-
nies the charge.

Most of Shri Lankan Tamils,

whe form 18 reent of Shr
Lanka's 17 n people, live
in the northern and easiern
districis




