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hallenges for Pakistan

A caretaker t is seldom more than a
lame-duck administration, a limited pur-
within a deadline and with well-de-

m' constitutional authority. However, as we saw
with the interim government of Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed that paved the way for the es-
tablishment of the parliamentary government of
Begum Khaleda Zia, even a caretaker administra-

tion can serve as a model for integrity. honesty and

mw towards positive changes. The

also succeeded in raising
the level of in

ics of Bangladesh.
It is now the turn of Pakistan. After months ol
turmoil when

virtually took the country

. an internationally noted economist has
taken over as a r Prime Minister of an in-
terim

. The 63-year old Moeen Qureshi,

one of the senior-most officials of the

World who heads the caretaker administra-
tion. may be quite different. most certainly in back-
ground, from Justice Shahabuddin and facin

difficult ch&ml:: those encounte

former Mﬂ! of Bangladesh. Yet,

note with interest, Qu i has been

out the right signals and establishing a

early statements relate to the need of_
electoral reforms in Pakistan. Unless we have the

the voting
t about it or done so, he will be

well-advised to set up a permanent election com-
have in under an

pecially Nawaz Sharif Benazir Bhutto, obvi-
ously their support for h a free and
fair election the country, now scheduled for

October 8 and 9.

Having just announced a devaluation of
Pakistani currency, another area that has caught
the attention of the former WB expert is the econ-
omy of Pakistan which he [inds in a shambles”.
Here, too, he will be able to offer some new guide-

lines and set les of transparency and ac-
countability, standing constraints on his
time and authority

it is now up to Pakistan's politicians, especially
Sharif and Bhutto, to respond to the .
_Both are in their usual fighting mood, of-

dark hints about drug money being used in a
crowds, u public emotion
Hhmmﬂmvﬂmthﬂcm that the

parties concerned are formulating soclo-eco-
nomic , presen new ideas on the
cou s uncertain external tions in the post-

Cold War era and outlining a fresh a Litis
possible, to Indo-Pakistan relations? Are there
some indications that the major parties will bring
in younger members to the parliament, whose
commitment to the development of the country is
matched by their political concerns? To such ques-
tions, we are to any answers,
Bcnnkﬁhy:tttusywllbcnghtmu that
the October election could well be “the last -
for democracy in Pakistan.® She may also be :
Sanges of mum(mum e From &8 dlsl;nnnct .
our plea to Bhutllo — and‘éndecrt: o Shari uﬁhiz
that these politicians should sta
future of P:lgllstan in much hmadcr%rﬂ

ust ritualistic re-establishment of democracy. In
{hc past, especially during the past six months,

gave the country a raw deal. Now, they have a
chance of changing the basic scenario. Here, they
may have much to learn from the Acting Prime

Minister.

A Genocide on Trees

One wouldn’'t know how to react to such a
of a piece of news. A report {rom Natore publis
in Saturday's The Daily Star says a project to se-
cure a charland in Lalpur Thana has come to nou-
ght owing to strange circumstances. Under the
project a 10-square-mile chunk of the thana, con-
verted into a char through river erosion, was sou-
ght to be saved by planting 1.5 lakh tress on an
area of 300 acres. The cost of it came from the Eu-
ropean Community. The government settled there
some 494 landless families so that they would look
after the nurture of the saplings into trees.

So far so good. The people of the ne
Bheramara thana in Kushtia, then started de-
mand that the char belonged to their thana.
Th ‘t stop at that. Going into action thus

ed the char for about 15 es but did not
touch any one of the settled families. They cut
down a hefty part of the hardwood shishu trees,
n not less than 10 thousand.

Lalpur Thana police went to Bheramara to nab
the culprits, a couple of hundreds in number and
none too unknown characters. Strangely enough,
they returmned without lafy]dng hands on a e
criminal. A question now hangs in the desolate air
of the char — will the Bheramara goons be allowed
to cut down the trees in their good time
— and will that help annexing the char by

Violent conflicts involving rights over charland
are both old and familiar — this iIs as as a
tradition in the riverside regions. Mar?r die in these
clashes and many are left maimed for life. Ma
that are ruined. We are rel

em

§

time.

The point now is — is the action any less grue-
some for all that ? We have come a long way in the
last decade from the State vandalism that was per-
petrated on the trees of the avenues of Dhaka and
other cities and of the highways. How can one ever
forget government t:utllrﬁ‘down the raintree inside
what is now the Foreign Ministry as also the giant
in front of it that housed a rare species of Bougain-
villea. Or for that matter the glorious Hﬁdlmgﬁ‘m
at the crossing of Minto Road and Hare . The
BIRDEM authorities, one of the best known of phi-
lanthropic bodies in the land, could not be per-

not to cut the raintree that presided regally
the entire Shahbagh-Ramna vista. And now
this shocker from Natore.
Cutting down public trees should be a punish-
offence enforced in such a manner that it suc-
as a deterrent. Organisations government,
be per-
pective com-
pounds cannot be felled at will. That felling trees
wantonly is not only morally wrong but also a
crime as cruel as a murder and as dire a

The cul

E

prﬁsdﬂh:ramara must be taken to task
without fafl and delay.

ly Ftar | Impro

S we see from the recent
A conference in New York

at the United Nallons
and an earlier one in Tokyo, the
international community 1A
getting increasingly worried
about Anding a way to conserve
and ensure sustainable use ol
world's fish resources. Fishing
grounds in the Arctic, Atlantic
and the Pacific — you name it
- everywhere, are being used
up o near extinction.

Back at home, the Consu
mers Assoctation ol Bangladesh
(CAB) says that the price of lish
recorded the maximum ris¢ in
the year ending on Junc 30,
'‘93. According to the CAD
survey, fish topped the list with
price rise of a hefty 31.20 per
cent, followed by meat with
16.88 per cent. Turning news-
paper pages, you read -—
‘smuggling of Indian fish ram-
pant, a not too infrequent
headline these days. By now, we
have got nearly used lo eating
of the cattie that trots along
from across the border — mecat
on the hooves, you might call it
Now, fish from the river has
joined the stream!

There is no need Lo louk lar
and wide to locate rcasons for
this phenomenon. It's simply
that yield of fish in the cduntry
did not keep pace with rising
demand, coming mainly from
growth in population. According
to available data, production of
inland and marine fresh [ish
was 8.14 lakh metric tons in
1970-71. Production in 1986 87
was B.15 lakh metric tons, in
1991-92 it was 9.30 lakh metric
tons and for 1992-93, the total

Iid is being put at about 10
akh metric tons. There, you
have the reason! Production of
fish in the countiry has re-
mained nearly static during the
first 15 of these 22 years.
Naturally, per capita availability

Russia: Yesterday's Apparatchi

HE ex-Communist Party

I ofthe Sowviet Union
(CPSU) is dead but its
former members live on in the
pages of a new compilation of
who's who In Russia — a
testimony to how much and yet
how little has changed since the
1991 attempted coup. '

With the 1,500 shori bio-
graphical sketches of Russia's
leading politicians, business-
men, scholars and artists, the
new 'Kio yest kto v Rossiya®
(Who's Who in Russia) is cur-
rently the definite book on who
will determine the future of a
country in transit from com-

munism to-gapitalism, v, «
. But the alphabetical listing

also illustrates how deeply the

roots of Russia’'s putative
lie in the old regime.
Indeed, most of the govern-
ment, opposition and new busi-
ness elite came to initial promi-
nence through the communist
system.
Most were placed in a posi-
tion to e the new oppor-

tunities of 'democratic capital-
ism’ by years of work within the
old party network. And now yes-
terday's party apparatchiks are
millionaires

today's and

democrats.

brotherhood

Sir, When we look around
the world, we feel compelled to
conclude that Muslims in the
world are made to sink, day by

man .
atrocities. What a pity, what a
contrast — our past glory is be-
coming a forgotten tale |

The question ngturally arises
: what are the causative factors
behind such d tion and
downfall? The answer is per-
haps, simple: First, the non-
Muslims, particularly Jews, and
also Christians, seem not to tol-
erate Muslims stronghoid in
any part of the world. They

“want to divide Muslims through

subtile diplomacy. Secondly, we
the Muslims are also responsi-
ble for such degradation. To a
good extent, we have deviated
from the path of Islam. We are
lacking in the spirit of Islam.
What is happening in Bosnia
is known to all. However,
Bosnia was not a familiar name
before the conflict. Bosnia-
Herzegovina was one of the six
states of the Socialist Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia; others
were Serbia, Slovenia, Croatia,
Montenegro and Macedonia.
Among them only two now
rise the new Yugoslavia —
Serbia and Mon . Others
have declared independence
and since then ethnic ting

is going on in this part of r

fighting thou-

s of Muslim men, women
and children were killed in a
rude fashion. Women were
raped and molested indiscrimi-
nately. And this wanton atroci-
tics are still going on. All efforts
to stop the fighting ended in
only advice, ultimatum, United
Nations embargo.

The atrocities inflicted upon
Bosnian Muslims will remain as
the blackest chapter and one of
the greatest tragedies in the his-
tory of mankind. Even Hitler
has been put behind in this
race of human oppression and
coercion. Hunger, starvalion,

couniry's 48,000 square

in domestic

current efforts at
increasing inland fish resources
are directed towards extension
of breeding in controlled water
bodies such as po
tanks, streamlining fish culture
in larger water areas such as
haors and baors, expanding
supply of fish fry through in-

tensive cultivation at

said to be in the offing. The

the rejection of communism
was dictated not on ideclogical
or moral grounds but by the
quest for r, with Russian
Prestident Boris Yeltsin becom-
ing the rallying point for a re-
christened communist nomen-
klatura.

“The logic of political strugglc
had made Yeltsin a 'democral’,
something which conflicted with
his authoritarian and poten-
tially dictatorial nature,” noted
political analyst Boris Pugachev
recently. |

This camp of dichard sur-
vivors is still struggling against
the 'neo-democratic nomen-
klatura' and Moscow
liberals who also surrounded
Yeltsin after the fliled August
1991 coup.

Observing liberal disillusion
with Yeltsin prior to the April
referendum and the exodus of
prominent like Georgy
Arbatov, Galina Staravoitova
and Yegor Yakoviev from the

Yeltsin camp, Pugachev said,

“The philosophy of liberalism is
not applicable to Russian poli-
tics since its original purpose
was to destroy communism.
Once that has been achicved,
this philosophy works for the
destruction of Russia itself.”

At 55, Prime Minister Victor

discase have become the lot of
the Muslims living there. The
events in Bosnia and many
other countries compel and to
[eel that a systematic pro-
gramme is on to disintegrate,
destabilise, even eliminate the
Muslims. .

The role of world bodies in
general and the UN in particu-
lar is a sort of mockery. It is
playing a double standard when
the case is of Muslims. It has
lost its credibility. The deploy-
ment of UN in Bosnia
appears as nothing but an eye
wash, just to appease the
Muslim countries. Considering
the magnitude ol the situation
the Muslim states of the world
mus! remain indifferent, com-
placent and sflent observer.

It is highly deplorable and
shocking that in spite of all
humiliations Muslims are yet to
awaken from their deep slum-
ber. should rise above
petty selfish interest and
parochial politics and be im-
bued with the spirit of Islamic
brotherhood. The sorrow and
concern of any particular
Muslim country should be the
commeon sorrow and concern of
all Muslims,

Nawshad Rahman
Mohammadpur, Dhaka

Give us a good

governance

Sir, Will some intclligent
person inform the government
that Ban sh was onc ol the
first to sign the UNESCO world
lreaty nol to impoverish stu-
dents by demanding a lax on
foreign books for students. Now
some politicians call for a tax
against r students for buy-
ing the forefgn books they need
for study!

Will the book dealers refuse
absolutely to pay a Llax on
ooks, so that rich politicians
can buy more cars and have
bigger partics?

Will some person inform the
sood opposition that there is In
no country of the world a uni-
Jorm system of eduction for all

policy will address, among other
things, the question ol lease pe-
riod of state-owned inland
fishing grounds. Experts feel
thet exténsion of lease period of
these water bodies will induce
the leasee to invest in the im-
prove t of these MNsheries
which 4 allow for higher
productivitly and a stlable
growth of inland fish resources.

Perhaps, the country's some

48 ) square nau miles of
fi« ing greund in the lay of
[ ngal, offers tremi ndous

scope for meeting he sh. (tall in
domestic consumption reguire-
ments. This would also call for

a change In our food habits.

Onar s are still heavily
in favour of freshwater
fish. May be, the new policy

could also aim at popularising
consumpiion of sea [ish.
Further, the new policy should

fect that the Japanese
pruject for rehabilitation of
cu.«slal fishermen affected the
19¥1 cyclone, is progressing
rather . Under this pro-
ject, moe two thousand
mecha o sed m bl are 1o
be mad: .vatlable to the coastal

fishermen aflected by the cy-
clone. At the nasment, marfne
fish eonstituie Jy 28 cent
of the couni:n: catch.
Marine fishing ..ppears to be an
under -exploited sector and of-
fers high potential for further
cxpansion. The eighth session
of the Indian Ocean Fishery
Commission and the |17th
Advisory Commitiee meeting of
Bay ol Bengal Programome, held
concurrently in Dhaka [ast
April, also had brought this is-

sue into focus

Hopefully, the new fisherics
oy will also address itsclf 1o
he guestion of improving the

lot of the fishermen. The oft re-

praled motlo jeal jaar jola tasr
— fishing grounds belong to the
nean who wiclds the fishing net
— is moslly an empty slogan.. In
archaic Bangla, fishermen were
also known as jaladas, lterally
— mlaves of Lhe water bodies.
Now, they are slaves of the ma

hajans [moncy-lenders), arat-

dars (large traders and com-
mission agents)] and be-
paris / farias [itinerant traders)
oo. In fact, the informal credit

nrket operated by this class of
lenders is us the only
source of flunding for

fishermen. Fishermen are be-
holden 1o this class of creditors.
They recetve cash advances and
have o sell thelr ealech — usu-
ally 1o the faria — whao, in his
turn, would deliver the yield to
the aratdar. Uw .

The dead Communist Party of the Soviet
Union lives on in new ‘Who's Who'. Rajiv
Tiwari of IPS reports from Moscow.

Chernomyrdin's background as

a member of the CPSU ccntral

commillec co as no sur-
prise. Today's democrats who

are embarrassed by their CPSU
links say membership was as
necessary in the old days as the
school te.

Until three ycars agé, 35-

year old Finance Minister Boris

Fyodorov, currently feted in the
West as the most fadical re-
former on the Yeltsin team, was
a.consultant in the socio-eco-
nomic department of the CPSU
central committee.

And 42-year old Depuly
Prime Minister Alexander

students, just as Allah Himsclf
did not creatc all brains in a
uniform state. listory should
teach anybody that politicians
should not interfere with the

learning process — the sole
concern of the family, the par-
ents of students.

Will somebody suggest for a
decent Assembly and good gov-

ermance?

Richard Conkdlin
Islampur, Dhaka

Govt offices’
performance report

Sir, The performance report
ol various offices
and public sector corporations
are said to be submitted to the
higher authorities concerned in
such a manner as if those of-
fices/organisations are dis-
c their duties and re-

tics very smoothly and
efMliciently without any lapses,
omissions and negligence ol
duties, loss of time, energy and
public money.

Is it s0?

The functions and duties of
various government offices and
public sector corporations vary
from each other and as such
there is no prescribed proforma
for submission of fortnightly/
monthly report. Moreover, there
is no appropriate authority to
examine and to scrutinise the
reports. As such, the standard
of services and the efficiency in
the government offices and

blic sector corporations are

nd to deteriorate and they
are day by day.

With a view to streamlining
and improving the works and
functions of varfous government
offices and public sector corpo-
rations, we strongly feel that
regular accountability and
trans of their activities
may m in the interest of
public service and also for the
good of our hard earned democ-
racy.

We propose a draft, as fol-
lows, for a standard prescribed
proforma of fortnightly /monthly
report for all government offices

+ A B Chowdhury
Mohammadpur

Shokhin, another”advocate of
wholesale privatisation, accu-
mulated years of experience in
the former Soviel Union's state

planning commission.

Like their previous leader
Yegor Gaidar, who once wrote
commentiaries for the Pravda
ne per, Fyodorov, Shokhin,
and the other beacons of reform
share a bookish fascination
with US economist Milion
Friedman's supply side theories
which have wreaked havoc in
countries of the Third Werld.

Known for his canny per-
sonnel management skills,

and public sector corporations
for kind perusal and considera-
tion of the government.

i) Period from....to..... i)
Number of received for
action iif) Number of receipts
disposed of tv) Number of re-
ceipts [cascs) pending v) Other
activitics ad-seriatim vi] Income,
if any vil) Expenditure, tf any
viif) Remarks, if any. ‘

We also suggest that
Performance Committees duly
constituted with public leaders,
government servants and
members of the public may be
formed at different levels, na-
tional and district, to look into
the performance of the govern-
ment offices and public sector

tions and to advise the

Sylhet voted in favour of
Pakistan and thus deserved a
special status but in reality it
got nothing. Much hope was
given by Khwaja Nazimuddin to
obtain the vital su of the
Sylheti MLA's to the
first Chiefl Minister of East
Bengal but the result was a big
zero

Now the people of Sylhet are

to have a Division of
their own — Jalalabad Division.
Only recently Barisal has been
made a Division. We do not
question the merit of Barisal to
be a Diviston but it is also fact
that Sylhet does not lack any
merit to become so. Sylhet is
the richest area in the country
in consideration of natural rc-
sources. It is the forvign
exchange earner, why our
democratic government should
not concede to our demand for
a Division?

. Dhaka

);Sd

scope for meeting the

ity Interest is charged in these
transactions. |lowcter, the sale
price for the fish would nor-
mally be dictated by the faria
Thus”the fisherman has to pay
interest al an cxsorbitant rale
al i, albett. a hidden interest
in the form of a grossly lower
price

Acvess to institutional R-
nance could take the lishermen
out of the cluiches of the infor-
mal money marke{ operators
However. the problem of fur-
rmishing adeguate collateral for
hiink loans would crop up. Very
lew among the fishermen own
land or other fixed assets to of-
fer as collateral. The boat or the
net will ‘be secn as a poor collat -
eral indeed! Perhaps. a special
revolving fund could be created
Lo duaranice loans, with conitri-
butions from the government,
banks and the ishermen's or
ginisations. Banks could then
share the I'"Ih of ll:"ﬂdil'lvl o 1he
fishermen. However, such a
move would hiave 10 be supple-
mented by a new marketing
artfangement o rep the ex-
isting chain epcra by tnfor-
mal me market! operators.
Come to think of it, instead of
climinating the informal money
market in this sector, why not
try to integrate it into the open
economy? Dut, that is a tall or-
der — a big move in itsell.

The eour .« v's fish resources
also make 1. or contribution o
export carnings. Export of
shrimps alone could exceed Th
800 crore this year. However,
the problems of low productivity
continues ta plague inland
shrimp cultivation. The yield
per acre is only hall of thalt n
india and scveral times below
some of the major exporting

Yelisin has since the middle of
last year tried to curb the exu
berance of Russia s radieal re
formers by recruiting hands on
managers steeped in the Sovict

CX .

Recently, Oleg Lobov was
brought in al the same level as
Russian First Deputy Prime
Minister Viadimir Shumeiko
and Oleg Soskovels has come In
afier the referendum ai the
same rank.

The Shumeiko-Lobov:
Soskovets (riumviraie is said to
contain all the ingredients
Yeltsin needs during the erucial
months ahead when he wants

lo push through a new consti-

“1lulion and mestore pont rol over

the reeling econony.

Shumeiko has inflluence with
the powerful state sector
bosses. Lobov — a lormer min-
ister in the Soviet era — Is an
ex-CPSU regional heavywcight
from Yeltsin's home town of
Yekaterinburg (formerly
Sveriovsk), and the newest ap-
pointee, Soskovets, has no de-
sire to rock the market reform
baat he has clambered on.

The sturdy and non-contro-

versial Chernomyrdin presides -

over these three, ensuring a
clean sweep for the ex-Soviet
side

B-ul the conspicuous ab-
sence of radical in the

highest cabinet ranks is caus-
ing discomfort in the pro-reform

OPINION

1 have gone through the Star
Computer Special (July 15), and
am down some ideas.

BCC: This Government
agency called the Bangladesh
Computer Council has to work
in high prefile to attract the at-
tention of all concerned, and
not work like a bureaucratic
government office or a training

centre.

It was not clear from reading
of the transcript how much the
BCC and the private sector
work in co-ordination and co-
operate for mutual benefit: and
whether the Advisory Council of
BCC has representatives from
all the relevant sectors. For ex-
ample, have the T&T, FCCI and
other chambers ever took notice
of the BCC, or vice versa? The
availability of any literature or

is not advertised.

What is the status of the
BCC officially? How seriously

are its recommendations and

proposals treated at mak-
ing level? What efforts have
been made so far to declare
computerization as a thrust
arca? In the absence of a
Science and Technology Minis-
try. which Ministry or Division
is after this ultramodern
baby? the makers,
who speak publicly on all
subjects on earth, never
mention concrete proposals on
the extensive use of computers
in Bangladesh? Other issues,
such as export, family
are hammered at us almost
It is time BCC came up with
a publicity campaign, starting
with a series of video tapes for
creating awareness, for screen-
In1 at planned targets. The
politicians, the MPs, and the

| misinformed Union leaders may

not be Jeft out. This information
and orlentation exercise will

ving Pisciculture and Fishermen's Lot

of fishing ground in the Bay offers tremendous scope for
o ﬁhwoﬁld:-ofdigngt in our food habits.

countrics, such as Taiwan

lands, probably fed
tributary of the nearby river
Buriga
have
land. However, it would need
lot of earth-filling to
houses. So, for mow
one can feast his a
hﬂ wide expanse of vacant”
land under an open sky. The
monsoon rains have turned the
area into a stretch of open wa-
ter. A lot of fishing on now
in the area —

i

gular bamboo frame — the fish-
erman sitting in a small boat —

re Today's Elite

modia, which says the "Na
polcanic breadth” of Lobovs
ambition will ensure Lhe eclipse
its own proteges,

Commented the Komsomol-
shiyn Pravda newspaper: “The
crisis of authority has reached a
point where the most unex-
pected and, indeed, insignif-
kant people come along In an
atitempl to grab power.”

And the more sensational
Moskovaky Komsomolets news
paper noted, "The spirit of
Gaidar will soon from
Staraya Ploshchad seal of
Russian government) and
Silayev s ministers (ghosts from
Yeltsin's past] will again take
their place at the helm.”

Aceording 1o Pugachev,
move menl away from the hey-
day of liberalism during the first
half of 1992 was inevilable.
There is a basic dissimilarity
between Yeltsin and the intel-
lectual dissident liberals of the
communist and post-commu-
nist era with whom the Russian
leader — who rose the
ranks in the provinces — has
little in common.

Said Pugachev: "Democratic
government is visibly degenerat-
ing into a power struggle be-
tween the new elite and in the
top ranks of political groups...
As result, instead of an ascend-
ing process of creating a civil
socicly, we sce a dll.eﬂul‘:in'
process ol ‘barbarisation’.”

Computer Literacy

A Mawaz

announcement of a firm na-
tional policy on how the country
can benefit from IT.
MARKETING:
tion, co

be an economic solution for
supply to offices, schools and
colleges. Local assembly (inclu-
ding that of fax machines) is
must, backed up with fully
trained after-sale service. The
EPZs should be used for mass
production/assembily.

Sizeable ADP allocations
have to be made, to encourage
the donor agencies to come in
with expertise, and foreign ex-
change component, in the pri-
vale, public and the academic
seclors.

The advantage with India is
that a large percentage of the
compuler experts in the USA
are Indians. With this high
credible front-profile, it is muc
easier to do business,
using the cheap production
centres in India. How to induce
the eshi experts abroad
is one of the exercises. -

T&T: The T&T has to play
the vital role of providing ultra
fast communication services 1o
the users of computers. An in-
tegrated policy is called for. The

ty is that the Ministers hardly
touch on the hi-tech issues fac-
ing the country — this country
of common people, run by the
common people. It all sounds
very democratic and patriotic,
but who are going te do the
donkey's work? '

The get-together arranged by
Star 11'?11;]1!3' commendable,
and has spotlighted an impor-
tant sector of mm t. low
sensitive Is the government’s
monitoring system — without

the use of the computer?

\' have no meaning without the




