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Dhaka, Sunday, July 25, 1993

Sa;ing Tradiizional
Craft

During her visit to the Ba Council for
Scientific and Industrial Research (BCSIR) labora-
tortes last Wednesday. Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
called for integration of scientific and tech-nological
research with the ongoing process of industriali-
sation in the country. As she rightly observed,
technological advancement was a necessity for sur-
vival in competitive market economy. Our plea is
that the drive for higher technology should also
embrace the needs of the country's traditional craft.

The plight of the traditional pottery industry
provides a ease in point. Reports keep coming in
from outlying areas such as Dinajpur, Netrakona,
Patuakhali— just to name a few— to the effect that
traditional pottery is on the verge of extinction.
Even allowing for some exaggeration in such re-
ports, there is no denying the fact that traditional
crafts like pottery had been yielding ground. slowly
but inexorably, to more durable and often cheaper,
industrial products.

Such changes are perhaps inherent in the pro-
cess of industrialisation. Consumer choice shifts
and an industry is better placed to pro-
mote its products. It will be too much to expect
mustard oil turned out by traditional oil-press—
ghant, as these are called— to survive in competi-

tion with mass produced palm or soyabean oil. And

yet. it could keep its existence, albeit in a ltmited
way, as a gourmet's delight or for its medicinal val-
ues—as a specialised food item, as they say in the
West.

Potters in the countryside, it is said, are leaving
their age-old vocation. taking to other means of
earning a livelthood— as day labourers or rickshaw
van pullers. Soon they will lose their traditional
skills and migrate to the cities, adding to the root-
less of the urban population.

As elsewhere in the world, pottery goes well
back into the historical past in this country too.
Archaeologists dig up shards of pottery which turn
into museum pieces or, may be, collectors’ items.
Pottery can survive in this age too. May be no
longer as a purveyor of household pots and pans
but as a producer of specialised goods. Even now,
determined potters who have clung to their skills,
are said to be turning increasingly to fashioning
out of clay, new range of products, rather than the
traditional earthenware. Their skills could be put to
tional improve-
ments in such areas as supply of input, finance
and marketing,—technological advances in produc-
tion methods such as firing of clay and glazing. It
would not need too heavy an investment (0o orga-
nise all these. Institutional framework for carrying
out such a programme already exists in the coun-
try. Bangladesh Small and Cottage Industries Cor-
poration (BSCIC) and its design centres, a premier
research institution like the BCSIR, they all are
here. With te designs and improved tech-
nology, pottery find a good éxport market f0o.

There was a day when a potter could collect clay
from the land free of charge. Nowadays, he has to
pay for the clay. BCSIR, we are told, has a glass
and ceramic division. The institution's work in this
area could help the country's surviving potters to
find better ways of making articles out of clay.

During her visit to BCSIR, the Prime Minister
had also asked the scientists to dedicate their re-
searches for solution of the people’s problems. Let
us hope that apart from organisations like BSCIC
and, may be NGOs also, the scientists and re-
searchers in the country too, will apply themselves
in helping the people engaged in traditional craft to
survive.

A Relief for Major'

The winning of the tactical confidence vote in
parliament by British Prime Minister John Major
was h crucial. He has just managed to do that
but the results are deceptive. It is not that Major's
personal ranking as Britain's premier is all-
low but also his party MPs hves turned against him
to precipitate his downfall. In fact, he could by now
find him in the foot-steps of his predecessor,
Margaret Thatcher, had his Conservative Party not
have its own stake in saving him from yet another
humiliating defeat in the confidence vote cleverly
twisted with the Maastricht Treaty issue. Only last
Thursday did Major lose the second of the two
critical votes on the treaty. )

So it was a political gamble he has successfully
used in his favour to stay on course for a show-
down with his party rebels and rivals. But only for
a while. The Maastricht Treaty, no doubt a divisive
issue, is considered to be a means for Britain's
formal full integration with the new Europe its
leaders are committed to build up. After Denmark’s
endorsement of the treaty, Britain had virtually no
choice but to join the ban . Therefore, the
confidence vote was not on Major's performance
but on the issue of ratification of the treaty seeking
to drop the social chapter on Europe-wide work
rules. The opposition Labour was in favour of the
uniformn work rules and in the earlier voting, the
Conservative rebels joined the opposition to make
the voting in the House of Commons a tie with a
view to burying the whole treaty.

Clearly Major’s tactical score s not an enduring
win. It has just given him a breathing time and he
remains to be the most un PM Britain ever
had in its history of West-Ministerial system of gov-
ermnment. How the beleaguered premier will plan his
future political strategy to fight his opponents in
his party or outside of it will decide his fate. Con-
servative rebels have voted for him without expre-
ssing their confidence in him. In fact, they were for-
ced to do so because the only other alternative was,
as Major threatened with, to go for a general elec-
tion in which thy feared the Conservative party had
no chance of winning. The behind Major is
as tactical as he himself has taflor-made for him.

John Major is no fool and he knows about it. He
is expected to go for a clean-up of the Tory Party
soon, in a drive the dissident elements and
potential rivals. But will he as well risk — gamble
on — a snap election? The answer to the question
. will emerge within weeks after Major has taken on

his opponents.

THE TOKYO ECONOMIC SUMMIT

and IMF — are all avallable for
the consideration of global

issues. But the rich
nations wanted an exclusive
forum which would be very
small and unencumbered by
the presence of poor nations.
This has arrogated to it
self the right to take most of the
crucial decisions on economic
tssues of international concern,

bypassing the UN organs and
thus wllznut even consulting

the vast number of the Third
World nations. This being the
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If the liberalization of trade
increase in domestic demand.il may help
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among the industrialized countries leads to high growth rate and
the developing countries in increasing their exports to these

affluent countries. But other than the expectation of such indirect benefits, their pressing problems

did not merit even any mention in the statements made by the Summit leaders.

cent. Bill Clinton improved his
rating in the polls bombing
but even n 1t was
“n as 38 per cent. President
Mitterrand's poll rating is 46
per cent but the electoral disas
ter of the Socialist party has
further taken the shine off the
veteran French leader Kim
Campbell. the seventh member
of the group, has been sworn-in
as the 'rime Minister ol Canada
just before the Tokye summit
and therefore her standing in
the country Is still a matter of
ure. Given the vuinera
bie position of the leaders at
home it was only to be expected
that their main goal at the
Summit would be to refurbish
their personal image and
standing in domestic polilics
and some economic benefit
for the country. Ne one ex
pected any major initiative from
the group. Yet the Summit
scems to have made a signifi-
cant break through in the area
of international trade.
American frustration with
the Japan market, which they
have been unable to penetrate
in any significant manner, has
been a major problem in the
bilateral relation between the
two countries. Bush put pres-
sure on Japan to open up its
market but could not make
much headway. Clinton, by
contrast, sees to have suc-
ceeded in persuading Miyazawa
to make a number ol conces-
.Slons in remeving both tarifl
and non-tariff barriers.
Similarly the EEC countries
have agreed to tarifl reductions
on agricultural products, It may
be recalled that the US and the

EEC have been at loggers head
on this guestion. The Market-
Opening nt signed at
Tokyo is the most important
achievement of the Summil.
The leaders claimed that the
“far-reaching and comprehen-
sive market opening package of
goods and services” will help
spur worldwide economic
growth, increase employment
and the fight against
procession. In specific terms,
the leaders identified a common

st of preduct sectors for com-

- by Shah AMS Kibria |

plete ehmination of tarifl and
nen-larifl measures. They also
agreed to harmonize tarifl for
chemical products. For tariffs of
15 per cent and above, they will
negotiate “the maximum
achievable package of tarifl re-
ductions®. They committed
themselves to engage immedi-
ately in multilateral

to “complete expeditiously the
agricultural market access
package, including processed
products, as an cssential com-
ponent of the agricultural
agreement and of a global and
balanced U Round pack-
age.” They on more open
financial, telecommunication,
maritime and audio-visual ser-
vices.

It is indeed an impressive
document which seems to have
added laurels te Clinton’s
feather, More open trading in all
these sectors was what the

Americans have been demand-
ing with little success and in-
creasing national frustration.
Back home Clinton may not get
exactly a hero's welcome but
given the problems that his
administration was having the
success in Tokyo will certainly
help him in restoring some con-
fidence in the nation about his
leadership capabilities. The
Washington Post, in an editorial
on July 9 said, "It came at the
last possible minute, but the
trade deal announced on

Wednesday in Tokyo is gen-
uincly a gnool achiwvemwnl,”
Paying tribuic (o the Clinton
adinistration the paper said,
“The CHnton administration did
a lot to get this process (of ne-
gotiation) moving again. but the
credit is shared by all seven of
the governmenis meeting in
Tokyo. The other six are all
working with minimal public
support al home and it took
courage to reagh this week's
agreement. |l will take ¢ven
more courage o finish this gi-
gantic round of trade dtl]lgy
December.”

Will this agreement be of any
significance to the *Third Worild
countries? According to the
leaders themscelives, the benefit
will come to them only indi-
rectly. If the liberaligation of
trade among the industrialized

countries leads to high growth

rate and increase in domestic
demand it may help the devel-

oping countries in increasing
their exports o these aflluent
countries. But other than the
expectation of such indirect
benefits, their pressing prob-

lems did not merit even any
mention in the statements
made by the Summit leaders. H
is doubtful il the plan to in-

crcase domestic demand in the
rich countries will materialize.

Germany, for example, reso-

lutely resisted all attempts by
the Unites States and others to
reduce s interest rate. Such a
step would have eased pressure
ofi other European currencies

and stimulated demand and in-

vesiment. In view of the impor-

lance of German econo in
global trade but particu in
Europe, this would have helped
the EEC ecountries (o get outl of
the recession. Bul Germany
fears inflation more than un-

employment and so it stood firm
in fts policy. So the prospeet of
as boost to the exports of
the Third World countrics does
not seem to be justified.

A positive outcome of the
Summit was the agreement to
provide three billion dollars to
Russia. Yeltsin was warmly re
ecived by the group apd hints
were dropped that ence Russia
regained fis economic health it
could become the cighth mem-
ber of the Group. In contrast,
President Soceharto ol
Indonesia, currently chalrman
of the Non-al movement,
received a tepid I not a cool re-
ception. In fact Socharto was
embarrassed by the kind of erit-
ical questions raised in Tokyo

g for the Third World on its Agenda?.

about East Timor The biggest
disappointment of the summit
was its fadlure 1o take action
agninst the genocide in Bosnia-
lerzegovina. The |eaders
bacled away from any prospect
of use of loree against cither the
Serba or Un Croatians.

might lead to the end of t
massacre of the Muslims in
Europe.

poor

til the rich are able to put their
own houses In order: It is a
rather harsh assessment but al-

AY by day, British pub-
lic officials are embar-
rassed by fresh allega-
tions of impropriety among the
country's political parties. In
recent weeks, both the ruling
Conservative party and the
opposition Labour party have
admitted that they were funded,

in part, by fugitive businessmen
charged with serfous financial
offences.

But the parties deny the

worst of the llhﬁ;nnl. that -

donations were as as hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds
and that the monies the parties
received had been stolen. Party
financing in Britain is consid-
ered a private matter, so it is

nearly impossible for outsiders,
thcluding Tegal authorities, to
verify the claims and counter-
claims. The following aberra-
tions in public party financing
have been reported in the
British press and some are un-
der investigation, although no
charges or government findings
have been made:

* The Conservatives were se-
cretly bankrolled through sev-
eral elections by five foreign
businessmen {implicated in
fraud, tax evasion and the arms
trade, Octav Botnar,
now in Switzerland and wanted
for evading corporate taxes

when he was the head of auto

Nissan UK:

» North Cypriot refugee Asil
Nadir, wanted on charges of
stealing hundreds of millions
from the defunct Polly Peck

conglo
headed, allegedly paid £500
million to the Tories in search of

a knighthood, which he never
recetved -ﬂ

* The Labour party received
£9,500 from Charilos Costa,
also now in and wanted
by Britain's Serfous Fraud
Office for questioning.

Of course, party officials say,
if it can be proven that they re-
ceived tainted money, they will
give it back. But as any accoyn-
tant can tell you, all money -
looks the same, whether it is ill-

Sir, The US bombed the Iraqi -

Intelligence Headquarter in

Baghdad without any warning
to Saddam Hussein and without

| prior approval of Security

Council. US also requested for
an urgent session of the
Security Council after the air
strike. As per President Clinton,
the action was taken after
‘compelling evidence' was found
about Iraq's foiled plan to kill
former President George Bush
during his visit to Kuwait in
mid-April. Very frankly speak-
ing, | to some sort of
punitive action against Baghdad
if the allegation was ;}ulﬁlf
proved. But | have the following
questions

(1) How can US take unilat-
eral action without the approval
of UN Security Counefl? Does it
not amount to flexing of mus-
clepower and disrespect to the
world

(2) While months and
months were wasted in UNO onl

HOW POLITICAL PARTIES ARE FINANCED?

For Sale, Cheap: Elections, Many Locations

Britain’s latest

Conservative and Labour parties, raises questions about how politic

Michael Urlocker writes from London

financial scandal, involving allegations of ill-gotten payments to both the

al parties are fi-

nanced. So too, do irregularities over the years in Japan, the US, Italy, and India — all
self-proclaimed vanguards of democracy. Clean
Gemini News Service correspondent, bolstering the case for state funding of parties.

Rewarding big money ¢
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gotten or legitimately donated
by its rightful owner.

And Britain {s not alone in
suffering through these embar-
rassing revelations. The Japa-
nese government of Kiichi

tyazawa fell following a rebel-

e pm—

Bosnia, why US could not wait
for'a few days for prior approval
of UN on

(3) The US Secretary of State
Warren Christopher declared in
Washington that arms embargo
against Bosnia was a serious
mistake that worked against
Bosnian Muslims and in spite of
his best efforts he could not
persuade the European Com-
munity to back the US bid to lift
the arms embargo. But when ft
came to actual on it at
Vienna Human Rights Con-
ference, US absented. How the
world leader can justify fts
double standard?

(4) Not only the US younger

neration but the whole world

for so new when

Bill Clinton declared that he
represented the younger gener-
ation who wanted a 'c A
But we are disappointed to see
him trailing the same old policy
of his predecessor.

As monitored by one US
newspaper that Clinton's popu-

larity is heading down to 43%
only, we think it is time he

wakes up to tighten his belt to

lion over his Liberal Democratic
Party's plans to reform the
country's clectoral system,
which has been plagued by

of tax evasion and in-
fluence peddling since the
Recruit scandal.

promiscs.

Syed Abu Saleh
Malibagh. Dhaka

Communal
harmony day

Sir, We are yet to forget the
great Calcutta killings of the
16th August 1946. This was
one of the darkest chapters in
human history. Hindus and
Muslims [Con and Muslim
league?) fought each other with
cxlreme savagery, cruelty and

madness. Thousands of men,
women and children lost their

' lives for no fault of thefr own.

Rioting has been a common
phenomenon in the pre post-
partition India and the trend is
continuing t{ll now. Only God
knows when this trend will end
in this sub-continent.

Communal harmony s the
demand of time today India
and also for us in Bangladesh.
May we take one particular day
of the year as Communal-
Harmony Day and the 16th
August would be much appro-
priate for the same,

A 13 Chouwdhury '
Mohammadpur, Dhaka
Amnesty
International

Sir, The grisly murder of
S-hnrnﬂnﬂhmnriuﬂy stupefied
the whole nation — which

~ inal's mercy petition. -
derer is, now, to go to the gal-

Likewise, bribes and mafia

connections became a way of

life for Italian busincsamen and
politicians, while in India,

stockbroker Harshad Mehta,
himself facing charges following
the country's securities
fraud, has that he

suitcases loaded with to
Prime Minister P V Narasimha

been exhausted
President has rejected the crim-
. The mur-

lows.

Law is not a social revenge.
It is an instrument for main-
taining a civilized social order,
It is exemplary, it js, also,
demonstrative,

Amnesty International (Al) is,
so far, a prestigious, humane
willchdog organization. It is
su to uphold the cause
e’ ppm-:rd and
unjustly o
oppressive regimes the world
over

But surpris the Al is,
. Or

n:ﬂ:ﬂl])r,uwhlng
how on earth the Al has, re-

portedly, asked for clemency for
Rima's murderer? In this world
of increasing violence and law-
lessness, if a murderer
cannot be punished even under
the law, how civilized societies
will exist and maintain law and
social order?

If the Al does not find any
better things to do it should
better wind up.

L R Bhulya
Motjjheel, Dhaka

is a rarity, argues a

heart of the matter. It is very
casy for people in W m
countries te eondemn

in Nigeria. where the ruling mil-
itary dictator has again delayed
a transition to , or in
Kuwait, where there is no tradi-

Political Activism for Service

ment. In
still hope that the democrati-
cally elected would

completion of its term.
The democratic culture has

prestige. We are living in a soci-

ety, where there is atrocious
display of wealth, which was

be able to function till the

to the Natior

Shahabuddin Mahtab

eamed and also dissi-

and Chandra Sekhar always
wore the simplest of clothes,
with their heads held high. Mr.

Ali Khan on his death

his “mhnl'.!';:he time of as-
sumption office.

Now we have a former execu-
tive President, who is already
suffering a jail sentence for
twenty Now we have the
case of a State Minister who
was forced to resign, because of
the largely circulated charges of
corruption. In fact the ¢
of corruption were being dis-
cussed widely, for the past sev-
eral months.

Our democratic ment |

may consider now for the sub-
mission of wealth statements by
all holders of tmportant offices
of the at the time of
assuming office and similarly
before from the office.

I shall end this writing by

Wh#ﬂﬂ:
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