(_Come to CHITTAGONG Come to |

[ BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT |

| The caly place for ORIGINAL THAI FOOD & SEAFOOD
Please try us and
you will love BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT more than

in CHITTAGONG

ever before.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY, OPPOSITE Y. M. C. A: NASIRABAD,
|  CHITTAGONG, TEL : 226803, FAX : (880) (31)-225258

VOL. III NO. 182 REGD. NO. DA 781 |

R e

— Inside Today

Article

The Tokyo Econo-
mic Summit : Was
There Anything for
the Third World
| onitsAgenda?
Column: On The Record
by Shah A M S Kibria
Page 4

International

Ghali asks NATO to
| delay new aerial opera-
tion over Bosnia

ASEAN rejects link-
ing aid to human
rights again
Page 5

Business

China weighing steps
to help develop real
estate business

Russia to withdraw
i old roubles from

circulation

Pages 6,7
Feature

Living

The Loving Couple;
Dress and the Dress
Code; Beauty Tips;
From Sylhet to
Downing Street

‘ Page 8

Metropolitan

Dhaka Dayv by Day

Mo

%

Spoiled Holiday
Page 3 |

e ——— -

NEWS BRIEES

PM donates Tk 20
lakh for hostel

Prime Minister um
Khaleda Zia donated
' Th 20 lakh from Wer and
" Wellare Fund for construction
of the hostel of country's first

atl
of

Women's Medical Co
Uttara, in the ﬁ Principal
the private lege Prof A
Mujibul ue received a
cheque for amount from
Begum Zia at a stmple cere-
mony &l the Prime Minister's
office in the afitermnoon, reports
UNB.

Lankan minister
due today

Shri Lankan Minister for

lJast five days. Of the total, 30
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Situation in N-dists, CHT improves .

Fresh flood may engulf

country’'s mid-region soon with
the onrush of flood waters to-
wards the south from the
northern areas, officials feared
Saturday.
Meanwhile, the overall flood
situation in the northern dis-
tricts and in the Chittagong’
Hill Tracts improved Thursday
while it remained static in the
north eastern region, according
to The Daily Star correspon-
dents and district officials.

No fresh death was reported
yesterday.

According to BSS, 48 peopie
reportedly died by drowning,
lightning and mudslide in six
flood ted districts over the

By Staff Correspondent

died in Rangamati, 9 in
Khagrachhari, 5 in Netrakona,
3 in Habiganj and a ten-year old
boy in Feni. N

A bulletin of the Flood
Forecasting Centre (FFC)
Saturday said that the watcr
level in the mighty Ganges
might cross the danger level at
Goalando and Bhagyakul to-
day (Sunday) affecting areas ex-
tending from the Bahadurabad
down to 3

The swelling of the Ganges
might block the south-bound
waters of the Brahmaputra
spilling the water all over the
districts the river, Water
Development Board (WDH) offi-
cials explained.

The mid-region rivers — the

old Brahmaputra, the
Buriganga. the Lakhya and the
Turag — have already begun to
show signs of water rise, they
pointed out.

The officials feared that with
the water of the northern rivers
receding and decrease in some
of the eastern rivers including
the Surma, Jamalpur, Gogra,
Serajgan], Tangail,
Mymensingh, Pabna,
Manikganj, Dhaka, Gazipur,
Narsingdi, Narayanganj and

nshigan| districts are likely
to suffer fresh floodings.
Rainfall would only worsen
the situation in these districts,
they added.

The FFC bulletin forecast
that the floods in Sylhet,

i

Fresh flood likely to hit
mid-region soon

Sunamganj, Maulvi Bazar,
Habigan| and Comilla districts
would remain static during the
next 24 hours.

The railway communication
between Sylhet and the rest of
the country remained snapped
for the fourth day.

Water has receded from the
Dhaka-Sylhet Highway, accord-
ing to officials.

But the wehicular traffic
movement was yel lo start on
the part of the highway which
earlier went under flood water,
they said.

Railway officials hoped that
train link with Sylhet might be
restored today.

According to reports rc-
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Slums in a low-lying area of the city yesterday went partially under water due to heavy rainfall over the last few days.

— Star photo
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JS probe body faces
stalemate again

By Staff Correspondent

The parliamentary probe
body faced a stalemate yester-
day over the formulation of its
terms ol reference to investigate
into the opposition allegations
of corruption against the
Ministry of Irrigation and Flood
Control and the minister con-
cernied.

In yesterday's meeting of the
committee the Treasury Bench

legislators were arguing for
probe into the s -
tion of corruptions while the

Opposition MPs insisting on
widening the area of investiga-
tion.

The 15-member
committee, headed by
Shatkh Razzak Ali, was
in Parliament on July 13.

The House while giving a
guideline on the probe body's
terms of reference on July 13,
suggested that the committee
would formulate it on the basis
of allegations made in the
House by Awami League MP on

June 26, reply to the allegations
by the Irrigation Minister the

probe

same day and the -Speakers’
proposal on the issue the next
day.
Meanwhile, the opposition
members while interpreting the
minister's June 26 speech, ar-
gued in the meeting yesterday
that he had referred to Tolael's
‘original allegations’ made in the
House on June 14. Se, -
tions pronounced by To
Ahmed on that day should also
be included for investigations,
the Opposition members in-
sisted.

The Treasury Bench mem-
bers interpreted the opposition
idea as violative of the mandate
given to the probe body by
Parliament. The proposal unan-
imously adopted by the House
did not say about
June 14 speech of Tofael
Ahmed, the Treasury Bench
members argued.

According to the meeting
sources, yesierday's meeting
expressed surprise over the
press coverage of the proceed-
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" PM stresses inter-regional
cooperation for development

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday empha-
sised the need for inter-regional
cooperation to bring about so-
cio-economic prosperity and al-

leviate , reports UNB.
'WEWI;B move towards

prosperity through mutual co-
operation”, she said inaugurat-
ing the three-day Sixth General
Assembly and Regional Seminar
of the Federation of Engineering
Institutions of South and
Central Asia [FEISCA).

Held at the Institute of
Engineers, Bangladesh (IEB).
the function was also addressed
by Secretary General, FEISCA
DDS Jayawardena, President of
IEB Jamilur Reza Chowdhury,
FEISCA President | H i,
seminar orga Com
chairman Dr M Anwar Hossain
and IEB General Secretary M A
K Azad.

The Prime Minister said the
advancement of the in-
dustrialised countries of Asia
was only possible through re-
gional cooperation. “Today's age
is an age of regional coopera-
tion”, she added.

Begum Zia saild poverty is
the main problem faced by the

countries of Central and South
Asian regions. Mentioning the
great strides made by the coun-
tries of neighbouring Asia-
Pacific region in breaking the
vicious circle of poverty and
underdevelopment, she said, "A
new awakening is visible in
Asia. South and Central Asia
must join hands in this reawak-
ening’.

"We are, striving hard to hold
a lofi the spirit of regional coop-
eration in South Asia under the
aegis of SAARC", Begum Zia,
who is also the current chair-
person of SAARC, said.

In this context, she men-
tioned the emphasis put on
poverty alleviation at the
Seventh SAARC Summit held in
Dhaka and " {1y - dectaranon
which includes a proposal to set
up a fund for South Asian de-
ve L
Terming inter-regional coop-
eration as the main thrust of
South-South Cooperation, she
said, "A bridge of friendship be-
tween South and Central Asia
would benefit both the regions

by expanding regional trade and

. increasing irivestment. As a re-

Seec Page 12 Col 5

EC may provide institutional

support for SAARC

The Commission for Euro-
pean Community (EC) would
consider a from Bang-
ladesh. as the current Chair-
man of SAARC, to provide
institutional suppon for the 7-
nation reg@onal forum.

"I think EC can provide
(Institutional support) to SAARC
withoui any problem and we
ecan also provide enormous
amount of experience,” said
Manuel Marin, the visiting EC
Vice - Prestdent while addressing

Leading
the EC Viee -President arrived in
the capital on a 3-day official
visil on Friday.

The Bangladesh request,
secking EC technical assistance
for the South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation (SAARC)
Secretariat at Kathmandu, was

a 3 -member delegation *

By Staff Correspondent
formally conveyed by Foreign
Minister A 8 M Mostaflizur
Rahman during a meeting with
the EC official.

Marin, whe has held the post
of EC Vice-Presidenl since
1986, mformed thal the com-
mission would also consider
participating in the SAARC
fund .

Prime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zia asked for EC par
ucipation in the fund when he
called on the Prime Minisler at
her secretariat, he sadd.

During the hour-long press
conference, the EC Viee-Fresi-
dent also talked aboul EC's
financial pation in the
Flood Action Plan (FAP), de-
velopment assistance, changes
in the global aid seenario and
about his impressions on the

recent changes in Ehrrdﬂh
He said he had discussed

the FAP issue during his meet-
ing with the Minister for
Agriculture, and Flood
Control M H-njﬂﬂl-l'lut

Saying that the EC now
necds to consider how o go
about funding the FAP pro-

. he "We have o
see what to do in a more spe-
cific way."

Referring to the environmen-
tal concerns about the FAP
raised recently by the European
Parliament, he said "It is easy
for people who are far away to
become erwironmentalists.”

However, he added that a
“balance or an " has
to be found alter taking all fac-
lors relating to the fWssue into
consideration

On EC development assis-
tance to Ban . the EC
Vice-President. who a8 a
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Tk 144cr CEC

grant for food
assisted projects
Bangladesh

recetve [rom
the Commission of the
European Communities (CEC) a
t assistance of ECU 30 mil-
fvalent to approxi-
ma 144.00 crore) under a
financing memorandum signed
here yesterday between thie gov-
ernment of Bangladesh the
CEC, reports BSS.
Finance Minister M Saifur

fon

Rahman and wvisiti EC Vice
President Manuel Marin
Gonzalez s the memoran-

dum. The grant will be utilized
for implementing “Integrated
Food Assisted Development
; ts (IFADEP).”

is grant will be used to-
gether with EC's food aid of
562,125 metric ton of food-
grains for executing projects
including Development of
Assciless Women (VGD), devel-
opment of small scale fisheries
and development of growth
centre connecting roads under
the Annual Development Progr-

EITLITME .

Govt to cut recrmtmg
agencies for Malaysia

By Chapal Bashar

The number of registered
agencies for se MANPOWET
to Malaysia will be reduced for
which government is reviewing
their activities,

Labour and Manpower Mi-
nister Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan
told this correspondent yester-
day that the future enlistment
of new agencies for recruiting
workers for Malaysia will also
he restricted.

Out of 300 manpower agen-
cies in Bangladesh, 150 were
registered to send workers to
Malaysia.

According to Labour and
Manpower Ministry, over
80,000 Bangladeshis are now
cmployed in Malaysia holding
legal work permits. However,
there were allegations that some
agencies were involved in send-
ing workers there {llegally.

Mcanwhile, the government
has taken action against 31

manpower agencies for various
irregularities in sending work-
ers to Malaysia and other coun-
tries.

The Labour Minister said the
government would take stern
actions against unscrupulous
recruiting agencies.

*We will spare none,”
Labour Minister said.

The minister informed that
the authorities have already
taken action against those
agencies. Licenses of five agents
were cancelled while activities of
six others suspended. Besides,
show cause notices were served
against another twenty for ir-
regularities in sending workers
to Malaysia, he said.

*The process of taking puni-
tive measures against dishonest
agents will continue o check
malpractices in manpower re-
cruitments,” said the minister.
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COX'S BAZAR, July 24
Some two hundred fifty-nine

Rohingya refugees comprising

69 families voluntarily returned |
te their homes in Myanmar

through two transit camps al
Teknal here today. An official

Ishag_ Khan tellg newsmen

"US disliked me for opposing

compromise on N-plan’

ISLAMABAD, July 24:
Former President Ghulam Ishaq
Khan, in his first interview with
local newspapers since being
forced to resign earlier this
week, claimed he saved

Pakistan's nuclear p
despite threats against E: life,
reports AFP

ishag Khan charged that
Washington disliked him be-
cause he had repeatedly inter
vened to oppose any COmMpro
mise on Pakistan's nuclear pro-
gramme

ishag Khan, who occupied
the pres for almost five
years, sie down along with
rival Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharil on Sunday under an
army-brokered settlement that
ended a power struggle between
the two men. The tussle pro
duced a crists that threatened

to paralyze Pakistan.

e said he was “even threat-
encd with physical elimination”
hecause of his firm stand on the
nuclear (ssue.

"I did not erumble under
such threats even for a while
because the nuclear programme
is linked with the security and
survival of Pakistan,”™ the
English-lang daily The
Muslim quoted him as saying
here Thursday

The 78-year-old former bu
reaucrat, who held several se
nior positions tn a B2 -year polit
ical and administrative career,
said that as long as issues sep
arating India and Pakistan,
such as the disputed region of
Kashmir, remained unaettied,
Pakistan had to maintain a very
strong defence

Pakistan however could not

afford to compete with India In
conventional arfhamenli, as
indta already had a navy seven
times the size of Pakistan's, an
airforce threcfold as large, and
an a double Islamabad’s,
Ishag Khan told the dadly.

“With a nuclear capabiiity,
you cannot conquer the other
country’s capital, but it is a de
terrent against breaking out of
war, he said, stressing that
this was the only option avail-
able to Pakistan while relations
with India remained strained.

ishaq Khan charged that
india had planned 1o go o war
with Pakistan at least three
firnes in the last nine years. Al
one stage; India's late Prime
Minister Indira Candhi had
even fixed a date o munch an
attack. he said
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BNP should tackle
anti-liberation
forces: JCD

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) yesterday accused the
Jamaat-Shibir of hatching a
conspiracy to unde the hard
carned democracy and urged
the student community o re
sist the “fascist foree® politi-
cally, reports UNB.

At a meeting of the JCD's
central commitiee here yesler
day, its leaders also identified
the Jamaat Shibir as the main
opponent and suggested that
the BNP policy-makers should
decide on effective measures o
tackle the anti-liberation forces.

JCID president Fazlul Huq
Milon presided over the day
long meeting at the National
Museum auditorium, attended
retaries of district units, -

Most district leaders alleged
at the meeting thal JCD was
facing varfous problems due to
non - oo tion of the central
and district BNP leadership

The meeting thanked the
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Japan’s opposition to form
own coalition govt

TOKYO, July 24: Opposition
parties on Saturday moved a
step closer to putting an end to
the 38-year rule of the Liberal
Democrats by agreeing in prin-
ciple to form a coalition gov-
emment of their own, reporis
AP

in a meeting of five non —
Communist opposition parties,

delegates agreed to move toward
a formal ¢ of coalition
lerms as by two new

conscrvative opposition mun

the Japan New Party and 1
Sakigake (Ploneer] New Party.

The five groups lining up
behind the inchuded
the major opposition Social
Demoeraitic , the Clean
Governmeni Party and the
Renewal Party, a breakaway
group from the long-ruling
scandal-plagued Liberal
Democratic Party.

Following what they called a
working level meeting at a hotel
in downtown Tokye, the parties

erful, 51)-seat lower house in
the gencral elections of July 18
Liberal Democratic Party,

date as the eighth opposition
group, the Communists, would
never join the Liberal
Democrats as a coalition part-
ner

‘f‘hr Japan Communist |
Party won |5 seats in the elec-
thon.
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Flag meet with
Yangon in
Teknaf today

COX'S BAZAR, July 24: A
flag meeting between Bangla-
desh Rifles and Nasaca, the
border security force of
Myanmar will be held tomorrow
at Teknal, reports UNB,

Commanding Officer of 38
battalion of BDR, AKM
Nazimul Islam will lead the

esh side while Deputy
Director of Immigration

Depart tﬂfm:nﬂﬂn
Du“yl::ﬂ?hnd Myanmar

discuss the situation arising out

of the arrest of the Myanmar

citizens BDR personnel on

charge of illegal entrance in
See Page 12 Col 1

Ogata may visit
Myanmar by
month-end

United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees Dr
mnﬂ:wﬂ”hh:
awaited visit to Myanmar by

end of this month, diplomatic
sources here said yesterday, re-

ports UNB.

The visit of the UN relief of-
ficial to at the invita-
tion from Yangon, is expected to
pave the way for the UN pres-
ence there to oversee the on-
going repatriation of Rohingya
refugees from Bangladesh and

sition’s
Demand Day
today

The coalition of 15 opposi-
tion parties will observe ‘Dema-
nd Day' across the country
today to press for the trial of
Jamaat leader Golam Azam as
a 'war criminal before a special

League general secretary Zilhur
Rahman has urged the pro-lib-
eration and democratic forces to
face the "fundamentalist Jam-
aat-Shibir axis” unitedly and
with caution.

*We will have to move for-
ward considering the funda-
mentalist forces as our arch
political enemy,” he told a
workers' meeting of the City
Awami League at the party cen-
tral office last evening,

The meeting was organised
to make the ‘Demand Day' a

AUCCeSS

JP emissary
meets Huda

By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Party high com-
mand sent an emissary o dis-
sident leader Shamsul Huda

Chowdhury yesterday in a bid
to overcome the crisis gener-
ated after Huda had convened a
meeting on August 1 at his
residence.

Presidium member I‘aul
Islam Chowdhury, MP, held a
two-hour meeting with Sha-
msul Huda on Friday and
requested him to refrain from
holding the meeting, party

sources said
Shamsul Huda Chowdhury

told The Daily Star, he

| Tajul Islam that the move Was

-mmn:dn:pht ﬂ!m-i
A group ol party
e 'h::: from
leadershi
tmnunlioh-ﬁmh
situation. Huda told Tajul.
Huda, alse & m
member of the JP, said that he
would stick to the decialon to

hold the meeting on August 1

despite requests from the party
high command.

Section 144 In

Jhemidah

From Our Correspondent
JHENIDAH, July 24: The
district  administration of
Jhenidah clamped Section 144
in the area from 3

pm to & pm today lo ease ten-

| sion prior te protest rallies

called at the same verfae and
same time by two organisations.
Bangladesh Chhatra Moitree
called the protest rally at the
Agrani square of the town de-
manding trial of the killers of its
activist, Babul, today at 4 pm.
Another rally was called at the
same venue and same time by
the Krishak Sangram Com-
miltee.



