Generally rs in our
country get a raw deal, be it at
a railway station, launchghat or
at a bus terminal, at the hands
of the persons associated with
baggage handling and operation
of transports. a passen-
Edhlppen: to carry a heavy

of , the extent of
harassment from those persons
increases all the more. In the

case of an air passenger, par-
ticularly an incoming one

passing through the D air-
mwm:ﬂnmu

The Zia International Airport
has become a overcrowded

day. In conformity with its
condition as such, it s expected
that it will maintain a suitable

thorities are not alive to the
problems and take appropriate
remedial measures. Complaints
made through the media and

otherwise bring no relief.
The test of of an in-
coming begins the

hauled into one of the taxis or
microbuses by one of the hus-

By ASM Nurunnabi

tlers. To save himselfl from fur-
ther harassment and also his
| he finds himsell com-
pe to come to terms with
one of the cab drivers. The lat-

ation in this
what better sometime ago.
Previously a booth was located

on the airport premises from
which tickets were issued to in-

point of view of security
also, this sysiem was welcomed
by passengers. It, however, has

been lately found that the taxi
booth is not on the airport

premises. It is said to have been
shifted outside. So it has now
become difficult for an air pas-
senger to locate such taxi booth
readily.

In this context, by way ex-
ample, the practice followed at
Singapore or Kuala Lumpur
airport may be cited. At those
airports, taxis queue up at the
exit gate and the passengers
board the taxis in an orderly
manner. There is no hubbub,
no haggling over fares, for fares
are regulated by metres.

It is strange why we have

Passengers' Woes at Dhaka Airport

fafled to introduce even some
semblance of such discipline in
our airport. The indiscipline
and confusion at the exit gate
are further aggravated by a
swarm of beggars who surround
the incoming passengers like
leeches. The nuisance created
by these beggars leaves a poor
fmpression particularly on for-
travellers

It is believed that a well or-
ganized gang operates here
without hindrance. Some mem-
bers of.the stafl of the
airport are alleged to be in-
volved with them. Observers
who feel concerned at these de-
velopments wonder why no ef-
fective step is taken to break
this ring and assure air trav-
cllers a measure of safety and
security.

There are also s of
harassment of air passengers
who fail to satisfy interested
personnel at the time of custom
checking. Such allegations are
made from time to time. It s felt
that the higher authoritics
should remain vigilant in this

The part ol our manpower
abroad is an impor-
tant source of our foreign ex-
change earnings. To give them a
fair deal when they come home
and also to establish an unsul-
lied image of the airport for all
air passengers, it behoves the
concerned authorities to take
appropriate steps to break the
ring of shady clements, thereby
bringing an end to the harass-
ment and inconvenience sulf-
fered daily by air travellers at
the Dhaka airport

.
o

T

ot E

e

OR
N ::,5;‘9'“

Flood situation worsens

From Page | Col 4
the Shomeshwari, were flowing
above the danger level while
mine others have regisiered lur
ther rise,

Waters of the river

tra, the Surma, the
Kushiyara, the Meghaa and th
Cumtl Thursday rose by an av
erage 10 centimetres abowve the
heve s

The Brahmapulra at
Chilmari was recorded |1 em
shove the danger mark, while al
Bahadurabad, the river swolled
by 2] em.

The Dharala al Kurigram

showed a 30 em [all but still
flowing 44 cm over the red
mark.
The Surma at Sunamgan)
fell by eight centtmetres while U
rosec by [our centimelres al
Sylhet.

The piver Manu, recorded al
the Manu Railway Bridge
showed a 43 cm {all Thursday
but the river was still flowing
128cm over the red muark

The Muhuri and the Sangu
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts
have shown a downward trend

Tﬂw report said
The forecast that

with the waler dropping dowr
‘from the nerth, arcas from
hhldurﬂ:tnd Lo ﬂl‘*&n_f W i
H‘ w sufler fresh inundaion
It means that the flood wa-
: -:m affect the mid
the country. one of
sftuation in Sylhe!

Sunamganj, Moulvibazar,
Habigan] and Comilla districis

fleod affected
ChitLagong district.

One person died in Fatl-
kehhari sourees iInformed, one
in Boalkhali and one in Rauran
Another person died In Patia

yesterday
Meanwhile the flood sftua-

tion in the greater Chittagong
arca remaindd unchanged yes-

arcas of

terday as water continued o
fMlow [rom the Kaptal Dam
steadily

Hoad hnks between Chitia
gong, Cox's Bazar, Rangamati
and K achhart remained

under lhﬁ to five feet of waler
The road link between
Chittagong-Rangamati and

Chitlagong-Kaptal are mainly
cul off due to heavy landslides.

According 1o the district
administration, 17,000 people

Flood situation
at a glance

District Situation

Panchagarh Iw Slightly
Nilphaman
Kurigram

Rangpur
Gathand ha

Unchanged
Worse ned
Unchanged
Worse ned
Worsened
Worsened

Notes : 25 districts of
northern and eastern parts of
the country affected. All rivers
of the basin and the
Brahmaputra are on the rise.

in seriously [ood-hit nine
thanas out of |4 in Chittagong
disirict were affected. But unof-
ficial sources said the number
of affected people was around
10 hakch.

The Chitlagong district expe-
rk-rcd:r: 20 mm of rainiall
during day yesterday.

Meanwhile, heavy downpour
continued tn the hill tract re-
glon. District adminidtration
said, extensive landslides oc-
curred in the . Death twoil
A6 e S ot seugle of Aoy,
al 42 in last couple of days,
butl &8 rescuec operations could
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not be made due to the minfall,
the administration feared the
death toll would rise.

Our correspondent [rom
Sylhet says, the overall flood
situation worsened in the Sylhet
region yesterday with inunda-
tlon of new areas tn different
thanas. At jeast 4 lakh

from the areas across the
border has increased

The Balagan] and Fen
chugan) thana rs
went under J feet water

About 5S000 took
shelter in 15 flood n

serious turn Thu

inundating the
nicipal area.
correspondent iIn

have fallen in the grip of the

flood.
According to the local district

officials, six people have lost
their lives till Thursday.

District offictals of Kurigram
said that at least 16 lakh people
have been afiected by floods.

| almonirhat District Control
Hoom sald that erosion in the
river Teesia was severe,

Comilla district control room
officials said that more than 70
thousand l¢ have been al-
fectied by waters in the
district. Burichang and
Chandina were the worst-hit
areas, the officials said.

BSS adds; Depuly
Commissioner of Fend that
deteriomting Mlood sttuations in

-y the district had rendered over

ten thousand people marooned
in nine unjons of Parshuram
and Sadar thanas.

UNB adds: The flood situa:
tion in the Sirmjgan] district
took a serious turn as the waler

level In river Jamuna crossed {

its danger mark at 12 noon yes.
terday .
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Bangladesh Foreign Minister A S

M Mostafizur Rahman receivin

T e 2

g the European Commission

Vice President Manuel Marin at the Zia International Airport yesterday. — Star photo

Saifur tells newsmen at ZIA

Dhaka to get $215m from
S. Arabia, Kuwait, IDB

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman yesterday said
Bangladesh will receive 215
million US dollars assistance
from Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and
Islamic Development Bank, re-
ports BSS.

Rahman was briefing news-
men at the Zia International
Airport here yesterday mo
on his arrival from Kuwait
Saudi Arabia

Out of the 215 million dol-
lars the Kuwait government's
share will be around 90 million
dollars while the Saudi financial
assistance will be around 100
million dollars and rest 25 mil-
lion dollars will be provided by
the IDB.

his trip as a very
fruitful one, the Finance
Minister said Saudi Arabia had

to build the

Saudi Friendship B over
the River Dhalweshari and pro-
vide assistance for balancing,
modernisation and expansion of
the Eastern Refinery in
Chit

Rahman said the Ameer of
Kuwait told him that Kuwait

Dr Kamal
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cess and demanded that bu-
reaucratic obstacles be re-
moved.
He hatled parltament for re-
viving the "dead” Parliamentary

Probe Committee on tion
and said the ture has the
power do anything that would

bring welfare to the people.

But, he alleged that some
corrupt people were made
members of the committee and
suggesied that they be removed
for the success of the commit-

“City transport
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International Corporalion of
Canada and Development
Design Consultants Limited of
Bangladesh are working on the
matler under the Planning
Commission,

A mid-term report of the
study, which contained the
short-term action plan, has al-
ready been submitted to the
government, the sources said.

According to the sources, the
study deals with almost all the
uspects of the sector, including
the transport industry, its fi-
nancial viability, administra-
Lwon, kegal aspects and services.
The action plans for individual
aspects were narrated in 33
scparaie papers of the mid-term
report, the sources sabd.
report of the study

s likely o be submitied o the

next

Road Transpert Autherily
(BRTA) told The Daily Star that
the transport system in Dhaka
has not been in pace with the
modern methods of urban
irensporiation since no com-
prehensive mecasures were

taken earler to 1]
He, howewver, that
implementation of recom-

study would help bring

pline and order in the secior as

well as ensure improved  ser-
ke

vieces lor tw poop

Pak cabinet
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Shartf and his archenemy
Chulam Ishaq Khan quit their
posts as prime minister and
president respectively on

Sunday in an army-brokered
eng a feud between

deal

)

would provide all possible fi-
nancial assistance in 4
energy and rural cbﬁmﬂﬂnﬂhn
projects in Bangladesh and
would also help builld a confer-
ence complex here in Dhaka to
mark the excellent friendly re-
lationship between the two
brotherly Islamic countries.

The Finance Minister during
his stay in Jeddah had signed
20 million dollar project loan
agreements with the IDB for
f[eeder road Iin Sylhet and
Mymensingh and rural electrifi-
cation projects in Faridpur and
Kushtia

Rahman said during his stay
in Saudi Arabia he had very
positive talks with his counter-
part and sought 100 million
dollars financial assistance of
which 30 million dollars for
procurement of railway locomo-
tive and . 30
million dollars for completion of
Teesta 20 million dol-
lars for construction of bridge
and 20 million dollars for rural
electrification in the country.

Opposition fronts
to back BJP-led

no-confidence

NEW DELHI, July 23: India’s
centrist-leftist opposition al-
liance said today it would back
a no-confidence motion moved
by a rival Hindu party to vote
out the government of Prime
Minister P V Narsaimha Rao,
reports AFP.

The National Front and Left
Front said after a meeting that
they had overcome their reser-
vations on siding with the
Hindu-revivalist Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) when par-
llament takes up the motion
here next week.

Strike paralyses

Calcutta

CALCUTTA, July 23: Cal-
culta was virtually paralysed
tocdlay by an opposition strike in
protest against the police shoot -
ing of 13 demonstrators, and
the East Indian city was braced
for possible violence, reports
Reuter.

The normally teeming streets
of India’'s most populous city of
11 milllon were virtually de-
seried and there was hardly any
public transport.

EC assistance
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Minister ted the degvel-
opment efforts of the govern-
ment as well as mixed economy,
open market policy and incen-
tives to the investors.

Mostafiz also referred to the
Bangladesh-EC joint efforts in
::r;iil:ménﬂng the Flood Action

H.E said Dhaka is keenly

waiting to welcome a 20-mem-
ber team of European parlia-

ment team due in Oclober.

The Foreign Minister ap-
prised the EC delegation of
Bangladesh's efforts in tackling
the Rohingya refugee problem
and Chakma issue. Bang-
ladesh’s stand on protecting the
territorial integrity and soverei-

ty of Bosnia-Harzegovina also
figured in the discussion.

ife hoped that UNHCR chief
Ms Sadako Ogata's planned
visit to Myanmar in near future
would pave the way for UN
presence there to supervise
repatriation of the Rohingya
refugees.

Besides, the Bangladesh side
at the talks focussed on possi-
ble cooperation between SAARC
and EC in different fields, par-
ticularly poverty alleviation, en-
vironment and family planning.
A joint SAARC-EC consultative
committee will streamline this
cooperation.

Dhaka hoped that the
Maastricht treaty on European
union adopted in December
1991 would be implemented.

Earlier, Manuel Marin said
Bangladesh is working hard to
accelerate development.

Talking to newsmen at the
airport on his arrival yesterday
afternoon on a three day visit,
Marin also appreciated the on-.
going democratisation process
in the country.

Foreign Minister Mostafizur
Rahman received him at the
airport. Bangladesh Ambassa-
dor in Brussels Hassan Ahmed
and EC mission chief in Dhaka
J Bailly were also present.

He disclosed that he would
sign a specific protecol with

ladesh on determining av-
enues of future cooperation.

Criminal case
against
top Yeltsin aide

MOSCOW, July 23: Russia's

hard-line parliament wvoted
Friday to open a criminal case
against one of President Boris
Yeltsin's top aides, the first
such action in a corruption
probe of administration o '

reports AP.

i -

w5

making a point in the House of Commans

moments before yesterday s no-confidence vote.

— Star TV photo

Major wins confidence

From page | ool 7

rebel legislator Teresa Corman.

Most of the 332
Conscrvatives in the 85 | -mem-
ber Comumons, she added, “will
not pul themseles in for a gen-
eral election because under this
Prime Minister we will lose. "

r. whose opinten poll
standing s the lowest of any
prime minister since the 1930s,
called for the parliamentary
showdown Thursday aflter los-
ing the second of two key veles
on the y

The call for a vote of conll
dence capped a night of high
drama and emotional debate
over a Labowur Party motion to
loree Major to sign up to the
same charter of workers rights
adopted by other members of

the European Community.
Twenty-three Conservatlives
voted with Labour as a tactic
intended te kill the whole
treaty,

, who says charter
provisions such as paid pater-
nity leave and a maximum 48
hour work week are too costly
for industry, defeated the
Labour motion as S r of
the House Betty throyd
broke a 317-317 tie in the gov-
ernment's favour

But on the maln meotion
supporting the treaty withoul
the charter, Major lost by a vote
of 316 to 324,

Labourites, catcalling at
Major across the Commons on
Friday, hammered home his
defent.
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Tribunal set up to hear
environmental cases
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THE HAGUE (Netherlands), July 23: The World Court has set
up a tribunal to hear environmental cases, the first chamber to

focus on a single issue in the court’'s 48-year history

. The 15-

judge judicial arm of the United Nations set up the special
chamber because environmental cases are increasing a court
registry official said Friday, reports AP.

$75mEC g‘ranf for

Yugoslav refugees

BRUSSELS, July 23: The European Community granted 75
million dollars in humanitarian aid today o refugees and other
victims of the war in the former Yugoslavia, an EC Commission

spokesman said. The donation, most of which will

g0 to people

in Bosnia-Herzegovina, brings the EC's total aid to the ex-
Yugoslavia to the equivalent of 585 million dollars since the
conflict began in September 1991, the spokesman said, reports

AFP.

M

Delhi arrests Pak
embassy staff
for 'spying’

NEW DELHI, July 23: Indian
authorities grrested a Pakistan
Embassy employee on Friday
and accused him of spying, but
Pakistan denied the charge and
said police tortured the man,
reports AP,

Both countries said they
would file formal complaints,
but neither one appeared ready
lo scrap a code of conduct they
signed in August, promising to
protect each others embassy
workers.

India and Pakistan, South
Asia’'s archenemies, often ac-
cusc cach other of attacking
their embassy employees and
their homes, falsely charging
them with spying, and ng
thern home.

Friday marked the second
time in seven months that the
Pakistani Embassy has accused
Indian authorities of beating
one of its workers and held a
ncws conference to show the in-
jured man.

Ship movement
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contimued few more days. He in-
formed that the officials of
Kaptai project were asked today
to reduce the rate of water dis-
charge considering the port sit-
uation but t expressed in-
ability to do it use of dan-
ger level at the lake.

Meanwhile, the two private
owned barges which sank into
the Karnafull river Thursday

due te current from the

at Banglabazar ghat, are
yet to be rescued. The two
barges anchored there with ce-
ment loads were driven away by
the spate of river water flowing
from the Kaptal Dam, officials
said,

JP : Struggle
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workers over the present lead-
ership but nobody dared to
challenge 1t.

"l became vocal at the re-
quest of some dedicated party
workers who want to recon-
struct and rebuild the party.”
Huda who joined hands with
Ershad in 1983 told The Daily
Star.

He said most of the former
JP ministers were facing cor-
ruption charges and were
therefore afraid of being actively
involved. in party activities.
Mizan Chowdhury never led any
political party, he is nnar reap
ing pecuniary benefits by
keeping Ershad in jail, Huda
added.

"Ershad is now a financial
necessity to them,” the JP dis-
sident said adding that "Mizan
Chowdhury co-opted his
favourite, Syeed Tarique in the
presidium to run the party in
his own manner.”

“As a founder | can never

tolerate this situation,” he
added.
Replying to a question re-
garding his alleged connections
with the present government he
said that 'none from the ruling
party contacted him.’

"Another journalist the other
day asked me If | were ghvwen a

of Tk 10 crore to split
the JP,' he continued.

"1 told that reporter to come
and cash the cheque as there
was a little anomaly in the sig-
nature,” he quipped.

The former Speaker who
served BNP rnment be-
tween 1977 to 1986 as minister,
said a section of the party
members insisted on forming a
forum of - “mh:;
Bangladeshi nattonalism

suggestion was ignored by
the present JP heavy weights.

He mentioned JSD (Rab) and
a faction of the Mushm League
as parts of the said forum. He
was very critical about the

Awami League w the inter-
view and that Mizan
C howdhury already turned

the party into the B-team of the
AL.
Shamsul Huda Chowdhury
said that party Secretary!
General Khaledur Rahman Tito
came to his residence and
promised that he would go
ahead with the forum.

" Chowdhury

Ayubur, Rezaur
president,
secy of Dhaka
Officers’ Club

By Staff Correspondent
Ayubur Rahman, and Rezaur

'Rahman yesterday were de-

clared elected unofficially as
President and General Secretary
respectively of the Dhaka
Officers’ Club for the term
1993-95. The polls to one the
city's elitist club was held
Thursday last on the occasion
of its 25th Anmual General
Meeting. Elections to all the 16
posts of the Executive
Commitiee were held.

Ayubur Rahman who is the
Cabinet Secretary has become
president by virtue of his official
position, said a press release.

Six hundred and twenty four
registered members cast their
votes out of a total of 710 vot-
crs.
Rezaur Rahman was elected
General Secretary of the €ub.
Rahman wheo is a Joint
Secretary of the Economic
Relations Division polled 323
votes. His rival M A Jalil of
Telegraph and Telephone
Department received 298 votes.

Others who have been de-
clared unofficially elected are:
Vice Presidents S M Akram (402
votes] and ABM Siddiqi (333);
Joint Secrctary- Khaleda Edib
(383); Treasurer
Abdul Qayuum Thakur (324)
Ten other commitiee members
elected are: A N M Yusuf,
Khandaker Rashidul Hug,
Muhammad Akram Hussain,
Tolael Ahmed, Ataul Karim,
Kabiruddin Ahmed Majumdar,
Md Lutfur Rahman Talukdar,
Saifur Alam, Faruk Ahmed and
M A Razzak.

Hasina
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ment against, what she said,
dilly-dally tactic in set up
the terms of reference the
proposed probe body to investi-

gate into charges of corruption
in the Agriculture Ministry and

ol the minister concerned.

The opposition leader, after
being welcomed and garlanded
by the leaders at the air-
port, alleged that the govern-
ment was unconcerned about
the plight of lakhs of flood-hit
people and is doing nothing to
rescue and rehabilitate the vic-
tims. Claiming that her party
workers were their best to
save and help the affected peo-
ple, Hasina asked AL workers to
continue rescue and relief oper-
ation in the flood-stricken ar-
Cas.

As regards the release of
Jamaat chiel Golam Aszam,
lasina accused the BNP gov-

ernment of with the
mdﬂm.u War
and nation by freeing the
of the genocide of 71 must

tried on the soil of Bangiadesh,

agitation against this ‘autocratic
ment.

Hasina left Dhaka on July |
to attend the convention ol the
French Soctalist Party, (rom
where she went to the United

!E central leaders inchudi

Abhdus Samad Azad Abdu
Mannan, Moehiuddin Ahmed.
Sajeda Chowdhury, Zillur
litl{.mun. Tofael Ahmed, Amir
Hossain Amu, recetved her
at the airport.

based on their previous day's
rt of dollar rates iIn

York and Tokyo markets.
with the new system, this ad-
vantage has been wiped

rates Y

convertibility of Taka will open
up a new era of economic
activities as risks in the

chance 1o stockhold
currency because they will
exposed to risks of the changing
rales



