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29 foreign mercenaries

1993

killed in Kashmir

NEW DELHI, July 23: Indian
security forces fighting Muslim
separalists in Kashmir have
killed 29 foreign mercenaries
and caught 14 others in the
troubled state, the Times of
India newspaper reported today,
reporis AFP.

The dead included 13
Afghans, two Bahrainis and 14
Pakistanis, the Times quoted
intelligence sources as saying.
The arrested included 12
Pakistanis, one Afghan and one
Lebanese.

indian intel estimated
the number of me from
Islamic countries ¥ fighting

alongside the Kashmiri mili-
tants at about 1,500, out of
which only 29 had been identi-
fied by name, the daily said.
They include some from
Uzbekistan and Sudan.

I-ndlnn authorities have re-
ported the presence of scores of

foreigners, chiefly Afghans, in
Kashmir, the only Muslim-ma-

jority state in India.

“Their steadily increasing
numbers is definitely adding to
an already complex scenario,”
Prakash Singh, the head of
India’s Border Security Force
(BSF), told AFP earlier this
month.

The Times said some 3,000
mercenaries were now in
Pakistan-held Kashmir,
to cross over into the Indian
zone of Kashmir.” Several of the
foreign mercenaries are
Kashmiri ouths in
(Kashmir) itself.”

Kashmir's ownership in dis-
puted by India and Pakistan.
Islamabad controls the northern
third of the . and New
Delhi the southern two-thirds

where the separatist campaign
has left thousands dead.

The Times said the foreign-
ers in Kashmir were formed in a
group known as Hargquat-Ul-

the

Jehad Islami (HUJI), and its

motto was: "Kashmir is Allah's
territory and we have to fight to
establish in it Allah's rule.”

Kuwait, France agree
on $ 530m arms deal

MANAMA (Bahrain), July 23:
Kuwait and France were re-
ported Thursday to have
reached an agreement in prin-
ciple on a dirs 530 million arms
deal, reports AP.

The London-based Al-Hayat
news r said Kuwait will
purchase 10 torpedo boats and
surface-to-air missiles from
France. ‘

It said France also will re-
condition Russian artillery
pieces that Iraqgi forces left be-
hind when the US-led coalition
drove them out of Kuwait in
the 1991 Gulf War.

The terms were outlined in a
"memorandum of understand-
ing” signed by the two govern-
ments, said Al-Hayat, which
also is printed in Bahrain.

In Paris, a Defense Ministry
official would not confirm that a
memorandum had been signed.

The official, speaking on
condition of anonymity, added

"Because of the commercial war
that exists, especially with the
United States, the negotiations
remain very secret.”

France sent the third-largest
force, behind the United States
and Britains to Operation
Desert Storm, which liberated
Kuwait in February, 1981 from
a seven-month Iragi occupation.

Kuwait has since signed se-
curity pacts with the United
States, Britain, France and

Russia. : J

French Defense Minister
Francots Leotard visited Kuwait
a few weeks ago amid reports
the French mment was in-
terested in pushing military
sajes.

Al-Hayat said another
French delegation was negotiat -
ing with Kuwait to sell dirs 88
million worth of spare-parts and
ammunition for Super Puma
helicopters, which Kuwait al-
ready has.

Fire kills 15 in China: a cast 15 peopie

have been killed in a fire which engulfed a shoppt

ng centre in

China's eastern coastal province of Fujian, a report said Friday,

AFP s from |
More than 10

a shopping cenire in Hutan rcounty early Wednesday,

Kong.
were also injured in the fire which razed

the

Betjing backed Hong Kong China news service was quoted as

saying

Thatcher honoured: romer srtsh prime
Minister Margaret Thaicher recetved an honotary dectorate in
chemistry from a leading Russian untversity on Thursday,

reports Heuter from Moscow

The award ceremoiny at Mende
institute for chemical research,

leyev University, a
was also atiended by former

Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev and his wile Raisa.
Highlights were broadcast on commonwealth television's

main evening news programme, while Thatcher's
the ceremony was reporied in full in the Russian dai

after
lrvestiya.

7 DPRK soldiers flee to China:

About 7 North Korean soldiers sufllering from hunger and harsh
trestment from the mitary, fled 0 China last month o

their communist regime, a report said Friday, AP reports from
Seoul.

It ts the largest reported escape from the closed and reg-
mented northern regime sinee the end of the 1980-53 Korean
Woar

In a dispatch from Beljing. South Korea's national Y
news agency queted a source sald to be well informed on Nort
Korean allairs &8 saying the defections oocurred on June 18,

Four Kashmiris shot dead: r...

suspecied Mushim rebels and an Indian soldier were among six
people Hl:: overnight in the strife torn northern state of
Kashmir Press Trust of india red AFP
SR reporicd Thursday, says

The news said four scparatists allegedly trained by a
Pakistani inte agency were shot dead in sepamale incl-
dents on Wednesday while trying 1o cross over 1o India from
Pakistan held Kashmir

Offictals in the state's winter capital, Jammu, said a soldier
died and eight other Lroops were injured when their vehiclke hit a
land mine planted on a southern highway by separatists on

Thursday

Taylor won't attend Benin summit:
Liberian rebel leader Charles Taylor said on Thursday he will
not attend this week s West Alfrican summit in Benin because
Nigerian President |brahim Babangida had ordered his
assassination, Reuter reports from Colonou.

Accusing Nigeria of disinformaation, Taylor angrily denied he
had rejected a new agreement o end Liberia's civil war, which is
due to be signed in Cotonou on Saturday

Marcos' body
to be flown
home Sept 5

SINGAPORE, July 23
Foreign ministers of the

MANILA, July 23: The body
of former Philippine President
Ferdinand Marcos, lying in a
Hawati crypt for almost four
ycars. will be flown to his
northerm homectown on

ers from the north had hnrn
asked by former First Lady
imrcida Marcos o fetch her

hushbands rematns f(rom
i el
The late president s body has

been kept in an air conditioned
erypt in Hawati since his death
in September |989, three years
after he was loppled from

porweT.

WASHINGTON, July 23: The
United States, wn-h-d about
advancing nuclear clﬁ::ﬂmy
and regional tension,
newed a proposal for security
lalks between India and
Pakistan-but India continues to
rejest the idea, a senior admin-
istration official said on
Thursday, reports Reuter.

“The idea is that there may
be virtue in having the Paki-
stanis and the Indians sit down
with the Russtans, Chinese and

‘Americans to see if t

through some mechanism of
confidence and security-
building measures and as-
surances, we can't meet the se-
curity concerns of not only
Pakistan but India,” Assistant
Secretary of State Robert
Gallucct said.

He said he last discussed the
inftiative — which was tried
with no success by the preced-

"The Indians have not agreed
to such talks. The Pl.hlitlnu
have,” he told an overseas writ-
ers luncheon, adding: "We still
think this would be a good
idea.”

“"The situation in South Asia

from our perspective is of very
serious concern and has gotten

more dangerous with the pass-
ing ol time,” he said.
"We have countries — in

India and Pakistan — that have
very sophisticated nuclear pro-
grammes, certainly at least the
capability to produce nuclear
weapons ... that are interested
in ballistic missile delivery ca-
pability.... that have at history
of conilict between them,” he
said.

Although the matter is being
discussed, Gallucei did not sug-
gest that the Clinton adminis-
tration had decided to make an

m push for the Indian-
talks at this time.

International

US renews proposal for (gmmesrees=

Indo-Pak security talks

remarks, many US officials are
concerned about rising tensions
on the Asian sub-continent.

But there has been varied
opinfons about whether the
administration should take on
an India-Pakistan inftiative as a
major goal.

Il we have enough diplo-
matic energy left from Yug-
oslavia and the Middle East, |
personally think 1t would be
worth the investment in the
first part of this administration
to find a way to get this rela-
tionship (India-Pakistan) turned
back in a positive direction,”
one senior US official told

Reuters.

“It's very tricky ... there are a
lot of sensitivities. It's not a
place where unilateral US
diplomacy would be as useful
as it is in the Arab-lsracli con-
text. You really need to have
several players involved,” said
the offictal, who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity.

"l think that unless we
Muhlrgtun] try to put together
initiative lnmlvhxg others it's
rnbnhl ing to happen,”
said. HL ded the adminis-
tration was unlikely to invest
much time in the effort now be-
cause other issues are consum-
ing the attention of senior offi-
cials and "there's overload in
the cireuit”,

Also, US ties with both
countries have had problems of
late. The Clinton administration
has sought to fix a rocket deal
between Russia and India and
has warned Pakistan it may be
placed on Washington's lite of
countries sponsering terrorism

for supporting separatist groups
in Kashmir.

Gallucct said Pakistan's se-
curity concerns revolve around
fts relationship with neighbour-
ing India while India is con-
cerned about China as well as
Pakistan.

ing Bush administration — with
the two sides two weeks ago.
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Pdk:ﬂlnl fm P‘nm Minister Nawaz Sharif waves to thnuﬁands uf suppm'ters at the
Lahore airport on Thursday. Sharif flew into his home city after resigning July 18 and vowed
to defeat his opponents in the October polls. -

— AFP photo

i Ministers mecling

Indonesia denies
establishing

ties with Israel
SINGAPORE, Jul_!f 23: Inl:lo-

:ﬁl ﬂtlhillhin; dT

relations with Israel, reports
‘Thntl:nnlntnlltru: md
Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali
Alatas. “"We have no intentions
of establishing relations with

uﬁnm was commenting on
news reports from Israel saying
the Indonesian ambassador in
Singapore had gone to Israel to
hold on relations.

Alatas said recently he had
gone to a conference in Vienna
and sat at the same table with
an Isracli minister.

He said the chance even had
becn portrayed wrongly as a
meeting between Indonesian
and [sracH t repre-
scntatives, "when [ only ex-
changed one sentence with
him®, Alatas said.

Alatas is here to attend the
Annual ASEAN Foreign

Opponents seek delay in polls : Sharif

Prime Hﬂr llulri.

in the warm reception
he recetved in his home city of
Lahore after arriving overnight.
accused of seeking a
delay in elections set for
October 6, AFP.

“We will not allow them to
flee,” Sharifl vowed as thou-
sands thronged the airport for a
nbisy reception. He charged
that some of his opponents
were trying to out after
he accepted their challenge for
Autumn

At 44 year-old former
businessman. forced 1o step

down earlier this week along
with President. Ghulam, Isheq
Khan in an army-brokered so-
lution to a power struggie be-
tween the two men, also said he

opposed a series ol electoral
reforms proposed by his arch
rival Benazir Bhutto.

Bhutto, 40, has called for
the reforms to ensure free and
impartial elections.

Bhutto has demanded elec-
tion to the national assembly
and the provincial legislalures
on the same day The carctaker

ment has fiwed Oclober 6
the national assembly elec-
tions and October 9 for the

htw Frtﬂd!'ﬂt Wasim
Safjad ha# also refécted the
possibility of postponing elec-
tions after some leaders sug-
gested a delay until next Spring.

Sharil said major changes
were being proposed as an ex-
cuse to delay the polls.

Earlier police baton-charged
and lobbed tear gas cannisters
at militants of Sharfi's Pakistan
Muslim League (PML) who had
irfed to remove barricades
crected by the local administra-
ton eoulside the airporl, party
olMicials said.

They said at least eight pco-

ple were injured in repeated in-
cidents of baton-charge
and stone by some ac-
tvists.

The crowd, arriving in hun-
dreds of vehicles including
buses, cars and taxis, had

a two-kilometre (1.2-mile)
stretch of road leading to the
airport. chanting welcome slo-

S.

The visit was Sharif's first
since he stepped down on
Sunday.

Sharif told reporters that the
PML central executive would
meet in Islamabad on July 25 to
finalise its election strategy.

ZAGREB: A five-year old Muslim girl is helped by her fa.
ther as she carries dishes after their meal in the refugee
camp Spansko, here Thursday. They are from the central
Bosnian town of Bugojno where flerce fighting has been

Artillery duels on

in Sarajevo

SARAJEVO, July 23
Artillery duels continued in
Sarajevo today after massive
bombardments that led to the
postponement ol peace talks in
Geneva, reports AFP.

UN protection force
(UNPROFOR] spokesman Barry
Frewer h'lmtd Thursday's
fghting on “a l"ﬂn{"l‘l*tl:d Serb
attack on

The talks in ﬂem on divid-
ing up this former Yugoslav re-
public among Serbs, Croats and
Muslims were due to have re-
sumed Friday, but were put ofl
till Sunday after President Alja
izethegovic refused to leave,
Sarajevo until Serb attacks
subsided.

UN observers counted 3,777
shells fired into Sarajevo by the
Bosnlan Serb gunners on
Thursday. commander Frewer
reported. Most of those were on
the outskirts, but 680 shells
were counted exploding down:-
lown, he said The observers,
who are thinly scattered, esti
mate that they generally count

me:r did not have a count
of return fire by troops of the
mainly Muslim Bosnian army,
but their shells screamed over-
head from dawn Thursday until
the ﬂghttng subsided mid-after-

He provisional toll for
Thuriti ay ul'm killed and 49
wounded.

Today, the
counted about 30 shells up to
9:30 AM (0730 GMT), he said.

The fring continued all the
momming, but at a much lower
level than on Thursday.

The Security Council again
demanded Thursday an end to
the fighting in Bosnia before
territorial integrity and political
independence.

In a statement read in a for-
mal session by this month's
council president, Sir David
Hannay of Britain, the council
sl out and condemned the
Serb offenstve of mount lgman,
which it said was aimed at fur-

UN observers |

PARIS: Two htth cut-lr gu'ld beaded angtls underhne the
bust of this sleeveless white cocktail dress by Russian de-
signer Valentin Yudashkin during the presentation of his

1993/94 Fall/Winter haute couture collection,

Thursday.

The Baily Star S

in Pans
— AFP photo

Sleeveless T-shirts banned
on campus

SINGAPORE: Sfraitlaced Singapore has banned student:s at
the National University of Singaporc (NUS) from wearing ship-
pers, shorts, sleeveless T-shirts and T-shirts with indecent mes-
sages, an NUS official said on Friday, reports Reuter,

“The new dress code, announced earlier this year and en-
forced since Thursday, covers the entire campus but excludes
hostels, sports and recreation centres,” she said. |

Students will be allowed to wear knee-length bermiudas for a

trial period of one semester.
Anyone flouting

mum of Si

the dress code could ‘be fined up to a maxd-
pore 300 dollar (185 US dollar). suspended or ex-
pelled from the NUS and hostels.

Mwetocurbsexual

lﬂﬂDﬂH Worried by gruwmg qﬂn a.siun in seciety, British
television has announced moves to curb the impact of TV vio-

lence on viewers, reports AP.

The British Broadcasting Corp on Thursday announced re-

vised guidelines telling
that they must show w

rogramme makers among other things
t it called sharper awareness over the

portrayal of sexual violence and violence against women.

The Independent Television Commission, meanwhile, on
Thursday told commercial TV companies to cut the amount of
violence they screen and said they will be monitored to ensure

they comply.

“"What we are secing

is a public revulsion against violence in

socicty which is feeding through to a desire jor greater sensivity
by TV programme makers nnrl the makers of films videos,” said
David Glencross, the chicf cxecutive of the commission, when

he announced the ITC guidclines.

ROK for inter-Korean
talks to ease tensions

SEOUL, July 23: South
Korea eased its tough policy to-
ward rival North Korea Friday
and said ft would seek a re-
sumption of inter-Korean dia-
logue to ease bilateral tensfons,
rt'pnrtl AP.

The change was prompted by
a receni North Korean move to
hold talks on inspections of ils

suspected nuclear sites. South
Korea, threaicned by the

Communist North's nuclear
build up . had frozen

| all inter-Korean

"Our government hll de-
cided to seck a resumption of
dialogue with North Korea at an
ecarly date,” Vice Unification
Minister Song Young-dae said,
briefing reporters en a cabinet
mecting Friday on inter-Korean
relations.

But, Song said, South Korea
would not stop treating nuclear
issucs as iis top conCern.

The two Koreas, which still
remain technically at war with
no peace treaty signed after the
bloody 1950-53 war concluded
a historic peace accord in

mentation has been stalled,
mainly because of disputes over
how to carry oul nuclear in-
spections.

More recently, North Korea
proposed an exchange of presi-
denttal envoys to discuss a
summit. International pressure
was intensifying after its dect-
sion in March to withdraw {rom
a international nuclear safe-
guards pact.

The North to suspend
its decision in talks with the
United States, but South Korea
refused to open inter-Korean
talks on non-nuclear issues.

Song did not say whether
Scoul would accept the pro-
posed exchange of presidential

envoys, but he
clear issues could be discussed

separalely at a commission

launched last year to implement
the nucivar treaty.

The commission held a se-
ries of talks but failed w0 pro-
duce any s. South Korea
accused the North of using in-
ter-Korean talks te buy time for

gmng on since |last Sunday. ——hFP Phﬂtn about one third of all shells ther isolating w"ﬂ December 1991, but its imple- its nuchear arms devlopment.
ASEAN foreign ministers okay regional seturity forum | YS®sndamy
frainers
Australia, Canada, South Korea Chok Tong."But consultations across international borders gain observer status “when  Mahathir Mohamad caused () Haitj
and New Zealand. Their repre among defense and military of- “When all the major regional  conditions permit.” Than, all 10 tension in ASEAN by announc
sc ntatives are due for an ex fictals will help buidd an envi players begin to participate In southeast Asian countries will ingd that he would olt the WASHINGTON, July 23: As

Association of Southeast Asian
Nations endorsed on Friday a
security forum of nations in-
volved in the Pacific basin, re-
ports AP

"Regional security has al-
warys been on the of our
meeting, by ourselves and with
others, but we have fecused on
it more in , and more
apenly,” said Philippines

Foreign Secretary Roberto R

Romulo.

Besides the Philippines.
ASEAN includes Thatland,
Malaysia, Brunei, Indonesia
and Stngapore.

The forum will include
ASEAN's major trading part-
ners, the United States, Japan,

| the EBurepean Communily,

panded meeling
Monday

Other countries with inter-
ests in the region need o
participate in security talks,
Romulo satd.

“The Philtppines favours, for
example, the participation —
the soconer the better-of
Vietinam, Laos, Papua New
Cuinea, China ad Russia. Me
told the ng session of the
annual gathering

Vietnam, Laos and Papua
New Ouinea have observer sta
tus. China and Russia are on
hand as special guests.

"ASEAN s not and will not
become a milt pact” said
Singapore Prime ter Ooh

starting

ronment of confidence. Goh
said such an arrangement was
inconceivable a few years ago
during the Cold War,

US Secretary of State Warren
Christopher, speaking. to re
porters in Washington before
leaving for Singapore, said
“these regional security dia
logues will supplement, but
they won't supplant our forward
military deployment and the bi-
lateral tes that have been de-

veloped in this region.”

ASEAN naid the fo
rum would deal with a full
range of security matters, from
arms transfers and military ex-
ercises, to the movement of

refugees and illegal refugees

the regional dialogue on politi
enl and securfty mat'ers, » =
Asia Pacific procesa fr ¢ ace
would have begun to take
shape, said Malaysian Foreign
Minister Ahmad Badawl

During the Cold War, the 26
year old ASEAN excluded re-
gonal security issucs from fts
annual agenda to avold getling
entangled in military rivairies
among big global powers. This
policy began to shift in 199]
when the once staunchly anti
communist ASEAN invited offi
cials from Moscow and Beijing
to attend a foreign ministers
mecting  Malwwsia,

Goh cvupresscd the hope
that Cambodia and Burma will

be integrated inte a single
community .

Prince Norodom Sivirudh,
foreign mintster of Cambodia,
was .. Singapore as a special
guest of ASEAN.

Other items on the agenda
include human rights,
the ASEAN Trade Area and
President Bill Cinton's call for a
summit meeting of the Asia
Pactfic Economic Cooperation
forum.

APEC comprises the aix
ASEAN states and the United
States, Japan, Australia,
Canada, New Zealand, South
Korea, China, Hong Kong and
Tatwan. '

Malaysian Prime Ministcr

proposed November meeting in
Seattle on the grounds that #t
would institutionalize APEC as
a lormal trade bloc.

Mahathir, whe (s deeply

suspicious of western ways in
and the United States in
particular, is promoting his own
East Asian Econamic Caucus. It
excludes the United States,
Canada, Australia and New
Zealand, but has made ltik
ss, mostly because Japan

declined to join.

The ministers also hope to
revitalize AFTA, the ASEAN Free
Trade Area thait has drifted
aimlessly since being launched
in January as a showcase for
eronomic cooperation.

President Clinton met with de-
Haitian President Jean-
Bertrand Aristide on Thursday,
officials disclosed plans to send
about 50 US trainers to
help pave the way Aristide's
planned return, reports AP

An undetermined number of
military construction personnel
also will be sent to Haiti, offi-
vials said, to ]'tlp Haitians irdti-
ale a variety of civic action pro-
jects, such as d wells.

Earlier this month, inberne-
nonal mediators worked out an
agreement to return Aristide to
llafti on Oct 30 two years and
one month after he was deposed
in a military coup.



