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(University
Berkeley), Be rkeley still retains
fits historically revolutionary

To conscrveitives, Derkeley is
a wild haven for hippics,
junkies, gays and all sorts of
rasdicals (@ synonym for mad-
me n)] who have as ridiculous
notions as claiming that the
'Gull’ War was a bad thing !

To those on the more liberal
side, swnd mirng 1 you, there are
plenty in sout hern California,
Berkeley is the ultimale oasis
for freedom of & peech, thought
and action — the * place for intel-
lectual stimulati n.

There s na doubt that
Berkeley is an e xciting place.
Nothing mundane ever
here. People drpss irfa
understated way, have a far-
away, intclligent ox pression and
arc freneiedly enwvir onment con-
sCious. T\I‘{ 1 described
as sirange but thei r ‘madncss’
is a clever mad ness that
promises creativity s nd innova-
tion.

This is especial ly true ol
Telegraph Avenue, (dne of the
most well known poiwds in the
eity that reflects the essence of
Berkeley. Located on the right
of Sather Gale (the 1nain en-
trance to the UC Berke:ley cam-

, this is the street v vhere the

pies, now middle-a ged and
worn-out, hang out, se lling ex-
otic jewelry, ‘tic dye’ [-shirts,
glistening pottery, cley pipes
and posters with conti 'oversial
slogans. They come in the
morning in their dilaipidated
vans, set up shop aind then
leave as soon as dusk scts in.

Graffiti on the walls. men
with long hair, innuinerabic
record shops and bool« stores
all line this historical ro.ad.

People and Places

Strange Berkeley

The Flower Man' holding out his hand for a ‘palm shake

Madncss or unconventional-
tsm. whatever one wanis to call
i, is always there. You may be

down Telegraph to Lhe
Post when your South
Asian sense of propricty will be
Mung to the winds, to see the
‘naked man’ who has earned in-
ternational fame for his
‘freedom of baring acls, sil
nonchalantly under a lamp-

t, reading a book. With a
mp-ck as his only attire, he
looks as complacent and self
assurvd ‘as Lhe ‘king who losit
his clothes'.

Then there is the ‘flower
man who wears fake daisies in
his braided hair and spends his
days pushing a stolen shopping
cart containing old clothes, an
old lamp, plants and lowers.
Agreeing to lel his picture be
taken for twenty five cents, al-
though refusing his name, the
flower man gives a peaceful
smile and explains his curious
way of life: "Frustration, |
guess, with life, disillusion with
the world and the educatibn
zﬂ said the former uu-

m for a
'‘palm’ shake to see if his inter-
viewer ‘could be trusted’.

The statement is a faint echo
of Berkeley's and re-
bellious past as the birthplace
of the Free Speech Movement in
the early 60s. Further up
through Sather Gate into
Sproul Plaza one can almost
hear the fervent cries of student
demonstrators of the first sit-in
in September 1964, and sce
them being dragged away by

lice or picketing silently, their
Enu resolute and unswayed by
threats. At that time the issue
had been over the ban of all
publications that had political
undertones. Now, after almost
three decades, the campus
stacks are full of political pro-

and sit-ins are still a
comnmeon sight, though not as
violent.

Cultural exchange, oo,
reaches its peak in Berkeley.
The cafes are always jampacked
with the bold, the beautiful and
the exotic. Snatches of Spanish,
Swahili, Cantonese, Tongan or
even Bengali can be heard
passing by La Strada (Italian for
‘the streel), a popular cale on
Durant Way, where the crowd is
as international as at Heathrow
Airport. Down the road is the
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world, p:rhupn even outside it,
talk of politics, plays and life,
over e cups ol capaccino
and deliclously warm chocolate
crolssants.

Berkeley is also, ol course, a
great book haven with book
stores at every corner. One of
them that has a histori-
cal site is Cody's bookstlore.
During the 60s movement, the
store made its mark by selling
all kinds of revolutionary and
controversial books. Now it has
become a popular haunt for
filmstars as famous as Peter
O'Tool, giving the store its sub-
tle snob appeal.

There is, however, another
side to this city. Unlike neigh-
bouring San Francisco, Ber-
keley is not a rich city. Its
streets and alleys are filled with
the homeless as unwanted bur-
dens of society. Women with
scrawny looking children, men
huddling in the corner amongst

blankets or tramps on
the UC campus benches looking
vacant and apathetic — these

International House which has  are the common sights that give

Turns Wonderful to Recall

Rally outside Sproud Ilall UC Berkeley. — photo by Ron Enfieid, Berkeley insider

them begging for 'small change’

to the passerby who desperately
tries to avoid eye contact.

Drugs, too. are plenty in
liberal Berkeley. in some dormi-
tortes smoking pot is the only
way to socialize. Walking down
Shattuck Avenue one gels
whiffs of something sweet which
some call brown sugar. The
glazed bloodshot of the
men where the smell comes
from are painfully desperate
and lonely, and tell tales of un-
cmployment and frustration
long before the ‘recession set in

Yot, inspite of the drugs
fwhich you will hardly ever see
in the day Limw), the poverty
andl ample share of cnime, any
st udent of the university will in
sist that Derkeley is the besi
happening place’. The univer
sity boasts several Nobel laure
ales whose special parking
space never fafls 1o evoke a rip-
ple of excitement lo the

passerby. Deeakthroughs in ge
netic engineering, nuclear

physics ete are always laking
pl'-n.' in the laboratories of this
unassuming school. Seminars
on gay rights, diserimination
against ‘women of colour’, ral-
Hes protesting the elosure of the
cthnic studies depariment —
these are common  happenings

The culturnl scene could be
as diverne as a Tchalkovaky
recital or a "Bharat Nattyam
performance. Ouliside Sath
ergate the air is heavy with
melodies from travelling musi
clans. Congops drum sway in Lhe
distance while a Natjve
American band may play beau
tiful notes on exotic [lules,
mesmerizing its audience.

It is hard 10 say goodbye to
Berkeley, perhaps one never
does. The voices of friends from
far away lands echo in oncs
soul with the realization that af-
ter Herkeley, Wie wAll never be
Lhe same
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Bangladesh Steady in Tourism Qutlook

by M N Hebbar

ERLIN: Bangladesh's ob
jective of creating a last-
ing awarencss of the
country’s touristic delighis has
found consistent expressfon in
tion at- tourism [airs

Tourism Exchange (ITH) hcld In
Berlin [acilitates a marvellous

exposure to the currents of
ll“l and the competi-
tion that goes with it. Besides,
the presence of travel profes-
sionals and policymakers from
the world over at Berlin ensures
that holiday destinations stand
a good chance of receiving
business interest through face-
to-face negotiations. Bangla-
desh has been a regular
participant at the ITD as rc-
flected by its steadily soaring
figures of tourist arrivals which
in 1992 ouched seme 110,000.
Tourism ranks as an important
earner of foreign exchange for
Lhe economy.
Ba h was conspicu-
ous at ITB 1993 in E;rﬂnbylhe
fts tourisl
munm that included
lovely beaches, archacological
sites, fairs and festivals as well
as the Sunderbans, reportedly
the la forest ol
its . The government's plan
to develop small offshore cstates
in Chit for tourist com-
plexes s now awaiting suilable
foreign investors, with possible
GCerman participation not un-
likely. Tourtsm has becn de-
clared an industry by the na-
tional government so as o en-
ablc it lo operale more syslem-

atically both at home and
abroad.

"German tourisis have begun
to take serious interest in
Bangladesh but #t will take
some time before this translates -
into a regular tide”, said a
spokcsman for the Hnnghndwh
Parjatan Corporation, the na-
tional tourism promotion organ-
isation that coordinated the na-
tional presence. Regional pack-
ages are still the best promo-
tional means for Bangladesh.

Although several tourism
fairs take place in other parts ol
Europe, the ITB is regarded as
truly the world tourism fair for
its breadth of participation, na-
ture of interaction and the dy-
namlc: of the global market

rojected therein. Furthermore,
Il: prwldu a golden opportunity
for developing countries to ex-
their tourism sc: ' s, di-
versify thelr econonuc siruc-
tures, creal!: -mployment and

That environmental con- |

sciousness was not just a fad
was reflected again this year by
the deepening of involvement in
the environmental dlnwnniun nl’
tourism. There was sharp

ing concern for luurlllk‘ de prt:=
dations in scveral countrics, es-
pecially in the developing world.
Special discussions on “Eco-
Travel ot Ego-Tourism?” saw
the issues laid threcadbarc.
There was even a seminar on
“Ecology in the skies — aviation
and environmental pollution™
The findings were unantmouos in
the vicw Lhat there was no al-

)

Bangladesh continued 1o promote an auareness of s louristic
delights al the International Tourism Fw!mmg HETES ertin 1993,
Piciure shows Goveming Magor of Bertin Eberbuad {DMepgen el

being received al the Bangladesh pavilion by Mr Muid Choudhuwri

Managing Director of Bangladesh Biman.

ternative to the conscrvation of
nature il tourism itscll was to
survive and thrive. Germany s
stance on Lhe environment and
its policy initiatives to pmrrmu
ecological consciousness have
been regarded as exemplary,

also reflected in the attitude ol
the average German lourisi in
his choice ol tourist :Iculln-n

Lions.

The ITB plays a significant
role in [acilftating a comprehen-
stve and unique survey ol
worldwide supply and demand
for touristic attractions and fa-
cilities, cstablishing new

Traditional boat race : On any national occasion of festivity, the rivers in Banglndrsh throb wuh
excitement of the competing boatmen.
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tourism trends and playing a
leading part as a test market for
new forms of travel and packagy
tours. It is also accompanied by
an extensive programme of
meetings, seminars and work-
shops. Some of the notable oncs
this year were on “Electronics in
Tourism”, "Tourism in the Third
World"™ and "China Day”.

The ITB Berlin is unrivalled
as o means ol mecting the
communication requircments of
a market that will soon become
the largest industry in the
warld. According v stalistics

ased by the World Tourism
O imatfon (WTU Madrd for
4 476 millon (vurist ar-
ri- +~ took place, w1 carnings
i wlobal tourtsin i that year
- & o USS 279 billion. The
trend here has been continually

u :

Tﬂz‘lntcrnullﬂnul Tourism
Exchange in Berlin, also ac-
claimed as the "world's largest,
most important fair", {s viewed
as indispensable for anyone
who wished to succeed in the
iravel business. It encom-
passcs all scgments of 1he
tourism market, including Ut
of women travellers, and has
introduced several Innovations
in the busincss travel market.
Its soaring popularity has led 1o
new records in atltendance each
year. ITH 1993 saw over 4600
exhibitors from 183 countries
gct together in a highly compet-
itive projection of tourist desti-
nations worldwide vying for the
traveller's atiention. — IN

THE RIVERFRONT SKYLINE OF BANGKOK

' Paradigm of Continuity and Change

HE Chao Praya river runs

through the city of Bang-

kok, lending this city of
charms another charming
dimension. All along the river,
on both its banks, are arranged
a variety of scenarios; varying
from the most opulent to the
ultimate sordid! k has
often been referred to as the
“Venice of the East”. In fact,
before any other route of access
was available the Chao Praya
provided the only entry point
into the land. Among the early
western travellers was the
writer Joseph Conrad, whose
visit in 18B8B impressed him
profloundly. The plethora of
gorgeous palaces and temples,
as well as picturesque
indigenous architecture, all
strewn along his entry path on
the river banks, stirred his
imagination vividly — he had
described the cityscape as,
“tremendous, overpowering. al-
most palpable, which seemed to
cniter one's breast with the
breath of one's nostrils and
soak into one's limbs through
every pore of the skin ...".

The power of that magnifi-
cent splendour is still there, al-
beit in different form, after
withstanding the succesaive
and ever-accelerating transfor-
mations over the years. No
longer is there a profusion of
Conrad’'s vegetable-matter style
of architecture. Whatever little
semblance to this ind us
heritage remains in the form of
shoddy shanties and run-down
shacks: symbols of this cen-
tury's resourceful human adap-
tation to human degradation.
Gone from the city's riverfront is
the idyllic image of organic cot-

under the shade of sway-
ing palm fronds. One may have
to travel beyond the city imits
to witriess such scenes of tran-

quility!
Though the rivérfront offers
a view ol human misery, it also

offers hope. Thailand's rapidly
improving economic growth is
manifested in many a mighty
ivory tower along the riverfront
Juxtaposed with ancient reli-
gious structures, these symbols
of corporate power and real es-
tate aflluence Icnd further vari-
Iy to the motley arrangement
bufldings on the banks. The
Shangri-La, Sheraton and
Oriental hotels rise up skyward,
dwarfing the once dominatin
aspect of the Royal Palace
Grand Temple (Wat Pra Keo).
As In many non-Western
cities, the need to house the ris-
ing urban populations have re-

gigious and

by Iftekhar Ahmed

sulted in many recently built
high-rise apariment complexc~
and condominiums. Scaticned
all over Bangkok. These domi-
nant clements of the skyline
jostle with other kinds of build-
ings to gain frontage along the
river bank. From early times the
river offered a natural demar-
cating boundary, and all along
this boundary the valuable ur-
ban riverfront land has been
densely built upon. Not an inch
of land has been sparcd; like
lines of rowhouses, a contrast of
architectural styles have beon
assembled over lime, compactly
packcd on the banks, some in-
decd anachronistic, yet all ap-
pearing to be part of a large
happy family of architectural
"period-picees”, fashion hall-
marks, boat sheds and hovels.

The lack of available land
with transportation links has
crecated the high value of land
along the river. This in tum has
promoted the indiscriminale ar-
chitectural mingling. probably a
headache for the city municipal
authorities, but lor the visitor it
is a remarkable, unfolding
magical tapestryl

Along the riverfront can be
scen many ornate Buddhist
temples and pagodas, but these
are not the only of re-
architec-
ture. A church with a beef
belfry glowers from the bank, its
Neo-classical facade poses a
sharp contrast to the general
Oriental ambience. A sHm
minaret from a ncighborhood
mosque struggles for atiention
from the entanglement ol the
urban buillt environment.

View: along the Chao I'raya river in Banghkok: a diverse,

The
"
Hic

Buddhist structures represcnt a
senis¢ ol continuily — varying
from ancient dilapidated tem:
ples to recently completed
structures which are modern in
all respects excepl in spirit,
Religious structures in most
cultures aspire to reach the sky,
and hence divinity. Thai
Buddhist architecture is en-
dewed with a variety ol such
devices — [rom the Shikhara-
like Prang to the tiled cruciform
Prasat these heavenly roof
siructures represent the
chronological influence on
Buddhism from India, China,
Cambodia, Burma and other
parts of Asia.

The riverfront gets its dy-
namism [rom the dtversity ol
movements on the water sur-
face. Longtail boats, ferries,
ricc-barges, row-boats, steam-
crs and an endless list of walter-
borne vehicles with various car-
goes ply up and down, back and
forth on the river. Some are ox-
amples of floating architecture
— Irom Lhe tin-sheet roofcd
junks of the less fortunate to
the tacky boal restaurants
catering to tourist crowds — all
are transformations of the age-
old oriental tradition of Hving on
the water.

Minus the half-burnt
corpses, the Chao Praya is as
polluted as the Ganges in
Varanasi. This Ncwly industrial-
zed country relentlessly dumps
industrial waste as well as
scwerage into the river. An ap-
palled tourist had remarked,
‘No country charges moncy for
4 ride on its sewer sysiem.’

||1.TW'I. vor dhlurbcd the tourists

eclectic and transforming Skyline,

maiy be, Mie goes on relatively
unchanged for many in
1ingkok: the small boys dive
and splash in the waters daily,
clothes and utensils are
washed, water is collected and
distributed throu the city
lor drinking and cooking. A
hopeful sign is the recently
luunched environmental pro-
grammes, undertaken by the
government and led by Her
Highness Queen Sirtkit.

For someone travelling to
Bangkok, a ride on the Chao
Praya is highly recommended. A
onc-way fare on the public
Chao Praya Express is only
around 25 US cents — a comiy
and wonderful tour bargain.
’Dne can get ofl at random to

explore the banks. The perspec-
tives along the river are
one can never become bored of
them. The line varies in its
charm [rom dawn to dusk. At
night the banks become alive
with a multitude of lights of
different colors and bright-
nesses. Old and new, rich and
poor, the crumbling and the
[reshly built, the tall and the
small, mighty and weak, all
merge o form a kalecidoscopic

panorama of architecture and
human drama along the banks
of this ancient river in this city
of contrasts.

Ancient rivers have given
birth lo many ancient cities.
Ancicnt cities develop over time
gathering character, forming
countenances and each city

crealing in itself a special spirit,

which is unigue in most re-

gards. Given the conditions, of
rapid chan nf this .lf
from now ng sky-

line of Bangkok will undergo
further change. Yet | am sure
the unique spirit of Bangkok
will endure over time and will
endlessly be reflected from the
wives of the Chao Praya.

aaaaaa



