Education in Ancient Egypt
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tion took place in modest
schools annexed to temples or
in places belonging to the
teacher. Secondly, there was an

advanced collective stage: an of the Pharachs, was

inscription presumably dating taught by the royal princes and |
back to the Ahnassi Perfod indi-  involved groups of aristocratic |
cates that pupils attended regu- youth and educated people. { !
lar schools, which survived and r
proliferated until the time of the This kind of education can be |
New Kingdom. The third stage wﬂnmw |
was one of professional training.
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trained in the time of the culture at one of the tn-

Mwmmuﬂ. stitutes, or “houses of life™: and

ernment cffices and depart- in the different schools of vari-

mtl,lrduhpnnlbk that oOus cities and major temples.

responsibility for this stage by
ment de ts dates

govern
back to the Old Kingdom. The
fourth stage, an educational

and cultural course in the |
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lanierns called biz teat may be
no laller than ten centimeters.

The largest kinds are a cube
with a small lantern on each of

are .sha ke heads of ani-
mals or birds. These forms
seem full of strength and solid-
ity, of extreme vitality and ex-

they celebrate the wedding of
one of their girls to include
brass plated with silver in her
trousseau.
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Candlesticks and MUSllm C e me
Tradition “For thousands of years this awe-
inspiring stood |
Continued [rom page 8 its four top corners and dodec- ; : Yo . P
The traditional Ramadan ahedron. Other Ramadan | engraved in the side of a mountain jus
lantern, an enclosed candle- lantern shapes Include hexa- = il construction '
stick, is always produced in @gons, octagons, and varieties until ¢ of the
great quantity for the nights of called "Abu Loz", "Abu Hyab”, Aswan dam m and the Nile
Ra.m.ngnn. During the Fatimid Abu Irk”, mugarnass, "melon threatened to flood it. A
era craltsmen made small glice”, and “umbrella wit a . |
coloured lanterns to be carried handle’. m.hwu removal m“ :
the mussahar, the man who
:);kﬂ ple with his drum in The Mar;Luk 1;cﬂndlha: left saved the monument: proof
the early hours of the mornin us a number of implements : :
so that they can eat their ﬂnn'? connected with candles. that modern-day mm
meal before beginning fasting. Candlusllcki.dnl' hlghn;r;.lluc treasure the ancient cultures
Nowadays such lamps are car- value, rich in design a orm. ;
ried by children, who go from The glory of that epoch in par- and together are capable of work
house to house with them. Dr ticular are the most famous of ing miracles.”
Osman Khairat writes: "The them, called the Kutbugha
mussahar may be he who in- Candlestick, is now in the Begs Mastun. Moot prine-wiunes
vented f.e. idea of the Ramadan  Islamic museum where (L is one nn-nm
lantern. This custom was trans-  of the most important masteces.
ferred to the youngsters, who i e e decorated with two | NN
could be given small orna- holder are decorated with two
mented multi-coloured lan- lines of inscription. The lower
terns.” line reads. "Consolation, long
The lantern frame is made of lfe and victory over enemies be Kl‘fﬂm maaunym
tin, which makes it light and to the prince,” The Consolation ighly abstract. e e e e e e
- portable. The tin is decorated was ofiered to Prince Kut Egypt saw the flourishing of '
with openings and small for the murder of the Su the technique of plating ordt- | [}
panes of coloured glass are set Ashraf, whom Kutbugha nary metal products, like can- | ¢ . * *
in it. A Httle handle at the top is , but the reference is dlesticks with silver or gold. The 1 eartht 6 wltatwn‘s to t
attached m a small dome, usu-  obscure and the inscription de- filteenth centu historian | W
ally made of pieces of tin skil- fled explanation until it was Makrizi refers to technique | ]
fully joined together from which  deciphered and by Dr in his description of Cairo, |
many } ribbons may hang. Hassan El-Basha. One reason it “There is a plate market. | ! |
T'I'n:m:i‘lg introduced either was so hard to read s that the Plated pots are in every house. ‘ eo & and- tﬁ,e overnmen t 0
thro a door that can be alphabet in the inscription is Plates, pitchers and candle- .
ope and shut or througha co of ltiving things. The ' sticks are plated with silver. |
removable bottom. A's and the L's are human be- | They were in every house. It is
Malusivied /Ny Mosgtes The smallest Ramadan ings and the rest of the letters ‘ the custom of Egyptians when
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"The Most Beautzﬁd
Painting in the World"

Continued from page 8
of Sheba Adoring the Wood to
be Used for the Holy Cross” fel-
lowed by “The Encounter of the
Queen of Sheba and King
Solomen”, We were interested in
their Orientalist themes, of

could have given way to a mere
reproduction of social lifg, Picro
della Francesca developed a
perspective whereby, through

ting the viewpoint in a very
low point on the canvas, the
viewer's eye is focused far in the.

course, but also because they tance. In the foreground,
best exemplify the master's faces are displayed in groups.
stylistic character. An overwhelming | jon of

Even though the theme  serenily emanates [rom lines

armest felicitations to the
brotherly people of Egypt
on the occasion of
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concentraled in a gigantic geo-
metrical arrangement and a
quasi three-dimensional archi-
tectural disposition causing the
painting to transcend its leg-
endary theme. The focus turns
to the interfor, away from a
sense of time and contingen-
cles.

During the Renalssance,
Italian artists, gifted with
colourful imaginations, discov-
ered Man, then enthustastically
claborated his greatness in ‘re-
igion. His d y. his power,
his place at the centre of the
universe were equally exalted.
In this aesthetic and intellec-
tual movement, however, Plero
della Francesca an ex-
ceplional status. The artist,
ending the early Renaissance
ecycle, gathered the sum of all
previous trends in his art. While
all these elements were  al-
ready more or less in evidence,
meril lor their synthesis can
only be lllrﬂluttd te him. He
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trends that followed. However.
the artigt's grealness, his highly
influential personality, singled
him oul. Picasso, Seurat, and
Cezanne are among Lhe masters
who were influenced by this
prodigious artist. Moreover,
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