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Clinton asks Senate to okay

ozone treaty amendment

US President Bill Clinton has
asked the Senate to approve a
treaty amendment that would

controls on chemicals
that de the ozone layer,
which helps shield humans
from skin cancer and other
diseases, says a USIS press
release. '

"Early ratification by the
United States is rtant to
demonstrate to the rest of the
world our commitment tnro-

pation necessary

tion of the amendment's goals,”
Clinton said Tuesday in a
statement.

The amendment to the oczone
treaty, known as the
Montreal Protocol. on sub-
stances that deplete the ozone
layer, was by minis-
ters from about 90 countries
last November in Copenhagen,
Demark. ;

It adds three chemicals or
chemical classes to the list of
substances that are being con-
trolled because they have been
found to deplete the ozone
shield. The production and use

of methyl bromide, commo
employed as a pesticide, will be
frozen at 1991 levels in 1996
while scientific ‘\studies deter-
mine how best to phase out its
use. -

The mofluorocarbon
class of chemicals, used as fire
retardants, which will be
banned beginning in 1996.

A third class of chemicals,
hydrochlorofluorocarbons, will
be virtually phased out by the

ear 2020 and completely

- by 2030.

Montreal protocol began
scveral years m the process of
phasing out use of com-

unds that destroy the ozone

in the stratosphere. The
original timctable has becen
compressed as scicntists have
found that the chemicals are

causing more damage than first
t

The timetable was shortened
at Copenhagen for Chloro-
fluorocarbons [CFCs), used in
refrigerators and air
condilioners, and carbon tetra-
chloride, used in dry cleaning
and as a fumi L in ware-

houses. The phasecout deadline
was sct at January 1, 1986.
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81 illegal immigrants held in UK:

British police arrested 81 suspected fllegal immigrants from
East Europe and South America on Wednesday in what the
Home Office said was biggest raid of fts kind, Reuter reports
from London. ,

Immigration stafl supported by police raided a fruit farm at
Great Chart, Ashford, in southeast England, iIn an operation
called Electra.

The home office said the mostly male detainces, 56 Caeches,
21 Poles, two Georglans, two Bolivians and one Peruvian, werce
being interviewed by officials.

Rains snap China's key rly line :

Torrential rains in 's northwest have cut a key raflway linc
for four days, stranding 16,000 passengers, officials reports said
Thursday, Reuter reports from Beijing.

Work is going on at dozens of seriously damaged spots on
the line, which runs from Gansu Province to the Xinjlang au-
tonemous region, but officials belicve the earliest Lhe service can
be restored is Saturday evening a railway ministry spokesman
said by telephone.

The line, the key lifeline of the northwest region, was first cut
on Monday.

Four beheaded in Yemen: vemen
secking to curb a rise in car thefls, on Saturday beheaded
four men convicted of murder and highway robbery, Reuter
official Saba news agency said the four Yements, who
were arrested two months ago, were found gufity of killing
Dahshi Al-Jabri while trying to steal his car.
It in believed 1o be the first such execution (o be held
since North and South Yermen merged in May 1990

8 farmers killed in Philippines:

Muslim gunmen opened fire on a group of Christian farmers,
killing eight and wounding five, apparently in reprisal for the
death of a Musitm, sald Thur . AP reports from lligam.

The Philippine National Police said the shooting

in the remote of Tingingin In Lanao Morte
about 600 miles (960 south of Manila.

They said the incident followed the » lant week of a
Muslim although further detalls were unava .

Religious tensions have been increasing on the southern
Philippine island in Mindanao, which has a Christian
WMhthwmdthtu- strong
minority

US senate okays new Nam
The Senate on Wednesday night unantmously
Dalton to be the new sccretary of the Navy, reports AP from
Washingion

He is eminently qualified 1o assume this position, Sen. John
Warner, R-Va, a former Navy secretary in the Nixon administra -
thon

Dalton, a native of New Orleans who now lves in San
Antonio, was confirmed by voice vote withoul dissenL |le takes
over a branch of the servicy llﬂlhldﬂruiﬂw
of misconduct on the of officers attending a con-

vention in Las Vegas,

Artillery attack on UN
checkpoint in Mogadishu

ROME. Ju with UN forces In Sonwlia were

mittlamen “ﬂm fire in
rounds at a checkpoint con-

injured by sniper

Mogadi!u.
A German Defence Ministry

slatement said the rwo men

in Mogadishu, the ANSA news  were riding in a convoy for the
agency reported on Wednesday, UN  Operation in Somalia
reports Reuter. (UNOSOM)

The ltahan agency The statement said one

Zimbabwean was in a German
military truck and the other
was in a truck whose national-

Geneva

International
peace talks resume today

. Bosnian warring factions

promise pause in fighting

SARAJEVO, July 22: Bos-
nian peace talks looked set to
resume following a one-month
break after warring factions
promised a pause In the
fighting, one of Muslim
President Alija [zetbegovic's
main terms for attending, re-
ports Reuter.

International mediators an-
nounced on Wednesda
had assurances, from all three
sides in the Bosnian ctvil war -
the Muslims, Serbs and Croats
- that they would halt attacks to
Fve a better chance of success
or negotiations set to begin in
Geneva on ;

Mediator Lord Owen said
Bosnian leader Izetbegovic,
who had so hragechnl invita-
tions to new talks, had
to come if Bosnian Serbs -
oured a pledge to halt an offen-
sive close to the capital

E-nrl:r on Wednesday fighting
was still raging on the rrvcrn
ment-held stronghold of mount
[gman overlooking Sarajevo,
which has been under Serb
siege for 16 months.

It was too early to tell
whether the Serbs, as well as
Croat force battling against
Muslims in southern and cen-
tral Bosnia, had muzzled their
guns to allow the talks to go
ahead.

The peace talks are due to
discuss a plan drafted by Serbia
and Croatia for a three-way
partition of Bosnian along eth-
nic lines. Muslims are
to the plan but

insisting that before he goes to
Geneva, reliefl supplies to
stricken Muslim settlements,
which according to the UN have

been blocked by Bosnian

Croats, must be allowed
Eu Community ernivoy

Willy Claes, who set

in Sarajevo on W . akd

later in Zagreb: “President
Izetbegovic was clear. He told
me that he and his colleaguen
are ready to go to Geneva very
soon.

"He s asking for two things.
First, that some humanitarian
actiona be facilitated. Secondly,
President Izetbegovic asked that
offensive military actions stop.”

At the weckend the UN ac-
cused local Croats in Bosnia of
blocking around half the emer-
gency aid effort need for
refugees in the former Yugoslav
republic.

On Wednesday, Croats de-
nied they were blocking aid,
blaming delays on Muslim-led
government forces.

Claes, the Belgian Foreign
Minister, told .reporters in
Zagreb that [zetbegovic had not
Even a precise date as to when
¢ would attend the Geneva
nlks, W I as
ident l'l)i: was prtpn.rtdtd tl:.:
give me a precise date, he told
that this was not possible and
he was waiting for some an-
swers o questions.

Claes said lzet
also wﬂtlngt}nr me 8, in-

cluding one from Washington,
on Wednesday night.

In Washington, Secretary of
State Warren Christopher called
the deteriorating situation in
Bosnia tragic, but said there
was nothing more the United

States could do.
¢ Unfi States is doing

all it can consistent with our

tional interest. and described
t Bosnia situation as the

world's most difficult diplomatic
problem.

was

NEPAL: A

young girl is rescued by police in Manahari
village, 140 kilometre south of Kathmandu Tuesday. Eighty-

six bodies have been recovered after massive floods and
landslides swept away more tham 18( villagers living in

—AFP photo

Russian troops shell
Tajik rebel targets
in Afghanistan

MOSCOW, July 22 : Russian
troops shelled Tajik rebel posi-
tions inside carly
today, the In News Agency
reported, says AFP.

Interfax, quoting informed
sources here and in the Tajik
capital of Dushanbe, said gun-
ners of the 201st Russian Army
Division sent g'hﬂlh!r units
border fire in retaliation
for shelling from Afghan
tory.

terri-
The Defense Ministry said it
was not aware of any new inci-
dents along the Tajik-Afghan
border.

Itar-Tass news agency
meanwhile said the situation

Republic where pro-communist
forces who setzed last
put down guerilla attacks by
Tajik rebels based In

Afghanistan.

Wednesday, Alghan-based
Tajik rebels staged another at-
tack on Russian units at a
Tajik-Afghan border and
an at a hospi-
tal left many dead and
wounded, [tar-Tass reported.

The news agency then
quoted its correspondent in the
Moskovski border area as say-
ing two soldiers of the 20ist
Russia division were wounded
in intense artillery attacks along
the border late Tuesday.

It quoted Lieutenant Colonel
Vassily Matiukh, a commander
of a border guard unit, as say-
ing that a large scale offensive
from the Islamic Tajik rebels
could not be ruled out.

Hﬂﬂll:luhhlﬂdtl'u:‘lhjlkmhch
Alghan Mujahideen gueril-
las had amassed a ﬂﬂm
number of tanks and mili-

US, UK urge

JERUSALEM, July 22 : The
United States and Britain urged
Palestinians o set aside the di
visive tasue of Jerusalem for
now and reach a quick agree-
ment with lsrael on self-rule,

reporis Reuter.

US Secretary of State Warren
Christopher in Was and
British Foreign Office Minister

Douglas Hogg In Jerusalem
both sald on Wuthenj -
ations on Jerusalem be

delayed untll a later stage of

Arub- lsrach peace talks.

“Jerusalem I8 one of the
mosl sensitive aspects of the
negotiation. [t's a final status
matter,” Christopher told re-

tn Washington ahead of

Middle East shuttle mission
W on August 1.

T on intertm self-rule for
almos! two million Palestintans
in the lsracli-occupied territo-
ries have f(altered over
Jerusalem s status.

Israel claims all the holy city,
including Arab east Jerusalem
which it eaptured in 19687, as
its undivided capital and re-
fuses to discuss any compro-
mise at this phase.

Palestinians insist Arab east
Jerusalem, which they view as
their cultural and spiritual
centre, be included in self-rule.

Christopher implored the

concepts will be affecting occu-
pied territories,  he said.

The US document omitted
any reference to the arca to be
included under the proposed
agreement for imited sell-rule.
It also said Jerusalem would be
raised only in talks for a per
manent settlement to begin
three years alter the original
sell rule accord.

Howsever a previous US doc
ument given to Palestinians be
fore the peace talks opened 20
months age said they could
raise Lthe subject of Jerusalem

al any point in the negotiations.
Hogg. visiting Jerusalem on

Palestinians to
set aside Jerusalem issue

Wednesday, prodded Palestin-
ians to agree to interim self-rule
quickly because it would
"enable them to take control to
a very high degree of their own
fate and own lives”.

He said : "The issues raised
by Jerusalem are extraordinar-
ily difficult and are probably
best settled at the end of the
process when much progress
has been made on other Issues.

Christopher said he was not
expecting any breakthrough
during his visit. in the negotia-
tions between Israel and Syria,
Jordan, Lebanon, and

Sino-British talks

on HK

ield no results

BELJING, July 22 Hritain
and China had no progress to
report today aflter an eighth
round of on controversial
democratic reforms proposed
flor Hong Kong ahead of its 1997
return to Chinese sovereignty,
says Reuter

Sir Robin MclLaren, London's
ambassador o ing and its

chiefl negotiator, refused Lo say
whether was made in

three mornings of talks with
China's representative, Jiang

would not be the last, saying he
could not discuss “the dates of
the round after that."

McLaren's testy demeanour
contrasted with the more re-
laxed, even playfull tone he dis-
played after earlier rounds,
suggesting that the slow pace
had begun to war on his pa-
tience

“1 don't want, each round, to
find you asking me whether or
not there has progress.”
MclLaren snapped at reporters

Dalai Lama calls

for Suu Kyi’s

release

NEW DELHI, July 22:
Tibetan spiritual leader the
Dalai Lama called today for the
unconditional release of
Myanmar opposition leader

Scam: Arjun rules
out change of
Cong leadership

Indian Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao on W

kers, reports Reuter.

Human Resources Minister
Arfun Singh, who has openly
challen Rao's leadership
several times in the past eight
months, told reporters he did
not want Rao to step down
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designer Yves Baint-Laurent (R) kisses the

PARIS: Fashion
bride of the show of his Autumn/Winter 199394 High

Fashion Collection in Paris Wednesday. —AFP photo

Love shines through death

SUVA, (Fifi): A love-struck Fijian student fell 1o his death al-
ter stowing away in the under-carriage of a London-bound air-
craft to avoid scparated from his girlfriend, Fiji aviation of-
ficials said Th , reports Reuter.

Mohammed Shamim's body was found on Wednesday, his
18th birthday, just off the end of the tarmac of Fijf's main inter-
national airport at Nadi.

Shamim had attempted to hide in the landing-gear bay of the
aircraft last Friday to avoid being parted from his girlfriend, a
British citizen named Kurisha, who was in the passenger sec-
tion of the afrcraft re to her family in England.

In a letter left with a friend, Shamim said: "1 will farewell
Kurisha at the Airport in the shortest possible time and then
put my plan into action. ~

1'mﬂ-ﬂ:w:hy near the wheels of the jet and as the atrcraft
rises to . | will be pulled inside the under-carriage with
the wheels.

"What is the next life, death or victory?

"If 1 do not on Friday, you should know that | am no
more, or in another country. Again, if | do not re-appear on
Monday, telephone my mother and tell her everything

"Wait for two more days before searching for my dead body.”

Fijian Aviation Security officials have announced an investi-
gation into how Shamim gained aceess to the tarmac and air-

Snake makes water crisis!

MANILA: A severe walter shortage crisis has hit a wide area ol
metropolitan Manila, and Filipinos blamed a slecpy serpent for
this latest calamity, reports Reuter.

The state waterworks office said the metre-long (three-foot)
snake fell aslecp on Wednesday in a major pumping station in
suburban Quezon city, causing a short circuit that zapped the
pumping system.

"It was found hibernating inside a transformers.” an em-
ployee at the waterworks office said. The snake was killed by the
short-circuit.

About B00,000 residents have been withoul water sinee, and
officials said repairs would take three days.

Many arcas in Manila ilself haye been suffering from a water
shortage for months because of a lack of rain, aggravating life in
a city already sulfering from six-to-eight-hour daily power
blackouts since last year.

Miss America getting

a new look

ATLANTIC CITY, N J: Miss America is getting a new look but
high-priced make-up artists and hair designers wan’t have any-
t to do with it.

fall, for the first time in the 73-year-old pageant, contes-
tants will have to style their own hair and apply their own cos-
metics.

The change, along with a new producer for the Sept. 18 tele-
vision show and a more relaxed dress code, is aimed at updat-
ing the pageant and attracting younger viewers, said pageant
director Leonard Horn.

The show's Niclsen ratings have been slipping, from No. | in
1988 and 1990 to No. 10 last year.

Contestants say the changes, which allow evening wear —
including pants — in addition to the floor-length, gown
of yesteryear, reflect the new woman.

"In the past there was more of a mold that they were looking
to fill, and now they're looking for a woman who can make her
won mold,” Miss Michigan, 23-year-old Staccy Heisler of
Livonia, said Wedncsday.

Miss New Jersey agree, but both contestants said they
weren't ready to dispose of some traditions,

"1 enjoy wearing the gown. Thal's probably my favorite part.”
said Michele Sexton, 24, of Spring Lake heights. "That's what
makes the pageant special.” -

17 bodies found in South
African black townshi

is widely expected teo bring
within weeks the first stage of a
transition to democTacy.

JOHANNESBURG, July 22:
The bodies of at least 17 people
were found in South Alfrican

black townships on Wednesday

as democracy negotiators
preparations to debate a

titutton aimed at ending parties and groups participating
mﬁhmmm in the muiti-party democracy
Police said the bodies iIn The democracy talks which
Tokosa, and at a mi- began on Monday after a two-

grant worker hostel in Daveyton

township had gunshot, axe and Ing the

without Inkatha,

in
near t known. A German .
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began around 1800 GMT and  truck were not : using a US document whether one is or walk:  new adjective”. about newspaper reports that | Johannesburg, are -~
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ARLINGTON (Va), July 22:
Today s armed conflicts — with
their shifting lines, unclear en-
emies and multinational forces

pereeived as being part of a UN

or Western force, not as a neu
tmal observer.
“Balanced journalism Is a
that s not widely em-
braced” in many areas of con-

flict, said Tom a USA
Today who was
wounded by sharpnel In

Sarajevo, Bosnia, earller this

B | use as a
ek ot *

Several rmalists at the
"'""...;....."'": g
cated by the multilateral nature
of operations in countries such
as Bosnia, Sommlia and

Cambodia.

The United Nations, for ex-
ample, has been reluctant to
provide air transportation for

into Bosnia, forcing
them o take dangerous over-
land routes. “We are going to
see more deaths before this year
is out” unless and arrangement
with the UN : forve
is worked out, Orme said

Without UN support, said
Josh Friedman ol Newsday,
“The press keeps lalling be
tween the cracks n to
cover Lhese increasingly
situations

Four Western journalists

)
ii

slowed to do,” lhl:ﬂ-
Nelson's group 49 jour:

nalis* =~ v kil..d or umed

killed werwiwide in | , with

“.:I‘ll media o
mili it & presence
Enﬂ":rh'lthnthlhﬂﬂfﬂft

weeks 0 escape hardship and

.w'whrﬂ.m- mm“Wh

ingless concept.” follow, Red Cross Soctetics said
Peter Arnett, who covered mm.ﬂi“.

the Oulf War from Baghdad for A spokecswoman for the

CNN, said the “vastly greater | Geneva based International

appelite for information” in
CTEASE Pressurcs on NEws or-
ganisations Lo provide on-site

of conflicts, lrantian Crescent that
"Journalists have never been | 3 104 Kurds had crossed the
in more danger. nor have they | iranian border so far.
ever been more impertant,” Citing a coable from the
Ametl said Irantan she added, “the
The conference was spon- number of is expected
sored by The Freedom Forum. to increase.




