Bankers in Khulha

soccer final

. Bankers
KHULNA. July 21

Hockey lmfue
suspended

league will reaume on
July 25, Sunday with the maich
between Dhaka Mariner

Zafar Imam
named "match

commissioner”

Zalar Imam, a member of the
Football Federation
(BFF), has been appointed
"match commissioner” for the
4th Asian Cup Winners' Cup
football lournament yesterday,
UNB.
Veleran sports organiscr
Imam, who is also the depu

secretary general of
Association (BOA) and

Chub of india and Zawra Club of

The double leg basis match
will be held in the indian city of

Calcutta and Stliguri on August
6-8.

Chinese trainers
In City
A five-member Chinese cox-

capital December 20-27, re-
ports UNB.

The team compriscs calis-
thenics experis — Madam Guan
Huaixiu, Lou Xiyu and Li
Zathui, music composer —
Jiang Yan and designer-cum-
. artist Wu

Interpreter LI Guoying, who
falled to accompany the lcam,
will, however, join latcr this

:

H'ball referees'
course begins
Sports Reporter

A three-day refreshers
course for handball referees got
underway at the conference
room of the National Coaching

Prime Sports to
cover India-SL

one-dayers live

Prime Sports presents exclu-
sive, live coverage of the three

Shri Lanka/India onec-day in-
ternationals. Prime’s broadcast
of the first one-dayer -
July 25th. The second and

one-dayers will take place
August 12th and 14th respec-

Coverage begins at 10 am lo-
cal time.

Prime Sports’ commentary
team, rises Indian Test
legend Gavaskar and for-
mer Shri Lankan . Ranijit
Fernando. Both will be in Shri
Lanka offering viewers expert

analysis on upcoming play.

Schools TT from
August 2

The Green Delta Schools
table tennis tournament will be
held in the capital from August
2 o 5, reports UNB.

The competition, organiscd
for the second time by the
Bangladesh Table Tennis
Federation (BTTF), is aimed at
inspiring school boys in the
gamc and also Lo improve (s
standard.

Interested school icams and
organisations are requesled to
send their entry by July 27 at
the BTTF office at the Dhaka
Stadium.

Four events — boys' tcam.
girls' tcam, boys' singles and
girls’ singles — have becn in-
chuded in the four-day contest
for which no entry free is ro-

quired.
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| Aussic balling

KANDY, Shrt Lan-
ka, July 21: The
Shri Lankan ecri-
| cket board has
come In for harsh

"in Randy

CSL faces wrat

Another da)_/ docked down

h of fans

The [rwsiration of beth
teama was obvieus and has
even led 1o acrnmonious debate
over the resumption of play

Shr Lankan cric kel munager
Duleep Mendis rejected »
tlons Lhat his team was umd
in the decision not o resume
the maich on the third day
when the weather had im

"We had no say in the mat
ter,” Mendis said.

“We were the balting side.
The wicket was all right. Dut we
cannol speak lor the others,” he
said.

Indian captain Mohammad
Azharuddin had said he would
not take any chances if the
ground was unfit for play

"I don't want to take any
risk. Don't want my bowlers or
ficlders to be injured.” Azha-
ruddin said.

The Test maich ts new des-
lined o be abandoned s a
draw on the fifth day on
Th 4

Mendis said the rainy
weather had the eam
from having batting practice for
the past five days.

"1 hope the weather is fine
for the next twp Tests In
Colombo,” Mendis said. "We did
not think that main would inter-
rupt this maich so badly.”

y

ent, has bounced back from
infury and is set to s

their attack in the fourth Ashes
Test starting on Thursday,
reports Reuter.

Hughes, whose 19 wickets
have helped to thrust Australia
to a 2-0 lead in the six-maich
scries against . said on
Tuesday he was “fitter and
fresher than ever” after imping
out of the third Test two weeks

The big Victorian pacemarr's
comeback from a groin injury
adds another llrcdicnl to a
heady cocktail of possibilities
for Headingley, the venue for
definite results, seamers and
swing bowlers — and heroic
hundreds by Graham Gooch.

' captain Gooch is
now at the helm of a reshaped

team, short on but
with vouthful enthu-
siasm, have their

best victory chance of the se-
ries

English optimism has been
rekindled after Gooch's side,
with four players making their
debut, drew the third Test at
Trent Bridge, a result that
ended a sequence of seven con-
secutive Test defeats.

Such was England's im-
proved foerm that they had
Australia on the at tea on
the final day — 115 for six in
the pace of a victory target of

. the bowler who swings

371 — but could not apply the
knock-out
Now, at the ground that ol-
the most typical of
ish conditions, favouring
and
scams the ball rather than de-
high pace, Gooch
£ charges can Lt

Llen

livering it at

-
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MERV HUGHES

the balance of what was shap-
ingupas a one-sided
series after their heavy defeats
in the first two games.

The last 11 Tests at Leeds
have produced a definite result,
with five wins by England for
whom Gooch has scored match-
winning centuries in the last
twn.mmhhhnhl;;;:lm

‘154 against West | in
mlwmmqunﬂyﬂ—
tal 135 not out against Pakistan
last season.

Headingley invariably de-
mands a sound batting tech-

"Merv Hughes back in harness

to with moyement in

the air and off the pitch, though
Australia will recall one of the
more comfortable run-scoring
occasions was in the 1980 Test
when were put in and
scored 601 for seven declared.

England omitted their only
spinner and relied on an all-
pace attack in that match, and
they will again face the question
this time ol whether 10 bank
exclusively on Lhelr pacemen or
include off-spinner Peter Such
to give variety.

Having named an unchanged
12, England will almost certa-

inly repeat the policy adopted at -

Trent Bridge and play all seven
specialist batsmen, with Alec
Stewart keeping wicket.

Australia's worries have
cased with the almost certain
return of Hughes, whose role
has become even more signifi-
cant since leading strike bowilcr
Craig McDermott withdrew from
the tour ollowing surgery for a
twisted colon last month.

The touring team's back-up
pace attack looked unimpres-
sive in their recent maiches
against Derbyshire and Dur-
ham, and captain Allan Border
admitted: "It's fairly obvious we
need Merv. I'm very optimistic
about him.”

Hughes bowled for an hour
at Headingley on Tuesday and
.then said: "I'll probably work
up to flat-out pace when we

practisc LOmOoTTOW,
"Not g for a fortnight

has also left me more mentally
relaxed and I've come back
feeling a lot fresher.”

Halfway through,
the Ashes series is
very interestingly
poised, After a
clean sweep in

=4 the one series
Auslralia rode in first
two Tests and a 2-0 lead in
the six-match series. Bul

right at Trent Bridge to break
their streak of seven consecu-

320. Memories of their last
outing on the same ground
al in

England sclectors: have at
last their confidence
in fresh blood, who served them
E(my well at Trent Bridge. Ohe

Is to understand why did
not they do it right from the
very beginning. Aussie-breed
Martin McCaguc, English-bread
Mark llott and Kiwi-breed
Andrew Caddick (what a good
cocktall 1) seem to have put
some fire in Lthe English attack,
as was cvident at Trent Bridge.
But wheibher they are good
enough to run through the
twice in the

L N

By AM C'-huwdhury

course of five days remains to
be seen.
What

is heartening for
is Lthat their batting,
rid of a few big names, siood

PAUL REIFFELL

well against the Aussie attack
at Trent Bridge. The new-com-
ers — Mark Lathwell (22 and
33), Graham Thorpe (six and
114 n.o.) and Nasser Hussain
(71 and 47 n.o.) — boosted up
the batting strength of the

Fed Cup basketball
from August 20
Sports Reporter

Federation Cup basketball
championship will begin In
Dhaka from August 20. Cham-
pions and runners-up ol the
Second Division along with all
the First Division teams will be
able to take part in this meet,

Interested teams have been
requested lo complete their en-
try formalities by August 8 with
a deposit of Taka . which
covers affifation and entry fees
of Taka 300 and 200 respec-
tively.

\For England it’s do or die

English team In the earlier two
Tests, they could hardly with-
stand the aggression of fero-
cious-looking Merv Hughes (8-
151 and 4-127) or tackle the
guile of Shane Warne (8-137
and B8-158]. At Trent Bridge

Merv Hughes [7-133] and Shane
Wame (6-182) were no!l really
masiered, though England's lo-
tals of 321 and 422 lor six de-
clared were impressive and for
the first time in the series they
were not trailing.

Headingley is a scamcrs’
paradise. Under occasional
cloud cover the ballmoves a lot,
making life difficult for the
batsmen. In these conditions
England may play Martin
Bicknell, who Is rcpuled 1o
have the ability of moving the
ball. Australia may also add
Paul Reiffell to their attack
leaving out Tim May. If Merv
H s Is back to full fitncss

finds his ssive mood
he may very put Ashes on
the English pudding. The focal
point of the Tesl is going
to be; how profitably Lthe pew-
look English attack would
utilise Headinglcy syn-
drome?

But one should nol forget
the Aussie trump card, Shanc
Warne, who could casily be
their match winner once again.
Last July:Pakistan's Mushtaquc
Ahmed (3-60) was largely re-
sponsible for England’'s slump
from 270-1 to 320 all out.

England's skipper Gruham
Gooch, enjoying the last Micker
of the lamp, with two hundreds
in the last three Tests, would
also fondly wish to repeat his
last ycar's feat on lleadinglcy

wicket, Il the new-found spirits
E«rg!sl. England's chances of
ceping the serics alive are
definitely brighter at Headin-
glcy than on any other venue.
That, of course, does not
mean that the Lask 1s ecasy.
With a 2-0 lead under their belt
and in a situation where a
draw at leadingley would en-
able them o relain the Ashes,
the Australians may prove too
difficult a proposition. For
them the oulcome at Trent
Bridge had very Hitle to panic.

Pak trio under
investigation

ISLAMABAD, July 21

found them gu Bul he dud
not how stiff the penalties
would be.

ken out to the media against
Pakistan s cricket board,
of they could remove him from
the lollowing the un
successfiul trMangular tourna-
ment in Australia, then Akram
too should be sacked for fatling
as suhﬂlgprr in South Africa
admitied that #t was dif
fic-ult 10 handle the “superstars
but satd "all players are bound
by the International Cricket
Council law and no one s above
it

Tavare to retire
from county
cricket

LONDON, July 21: Formwr
England bataman Chris Tavarc
announced on Tuesday hi
would retire from county cricked
al the end of the season, reporis
Heuter.

The 38 -year-old Somerscl
caplain played tn 31 Tests b
tween 1980 and 1989 with a
highest score of 149 againsi
India at Delhi on the 1081 2
tour.

Tavare, a dogged dclond: ¢
and patient accumulatar ol
runs, made his debutl lor Koo
in 1974 and moved 10 Somers
three :

He eamed a place in Lhe
county's history books againsi
Susscx in 1990 when he sharod
a record ninth wicket stand of
183 with Neil Mallender on his
way 1o a carecr-best 2186,

Tavare's announcement fol
lows the retirements on Monday
of England all-rounder lan
Botham, with whom he shared
a memorable 148-run pariner:
ship against Australia at Old
Trafford in 1981 to halt an
England slump and help win
the Ashes.

Anand storms
into lead

BIENNE, Switzerland, July
21: India's Viswanathan Anand,
recovering from a slow start,
has stormed into a five-way tie
for the lead as the Bienne
International Grandmaslers
chess tournament entered the
sixth round Wednesday, reports
AP.

Also in the lead, with four
points each, were Evgeny Bar-
ecv and Valery Salov of Russia,
Mikhail Gurcvich of Belgium
and dark horse Paul van der
Sterren of the Netherlands.

Anand, mnked second in the
world and the top-rated player
at Bienne, handily beat Alexa-
nder Khalifman in the fifth
round, knocking the Russian
out of first place. Bareev drew
with Gurevich, Salov beat his
couniryman Ew Pigusov,
and Van der Sterren deleated
Dibyendu Barua of India.

Viktor Korchnoi of Swit-
zetland, at 62 the oldest player
in the tournament, played to a
draw with Jonathan
of Britain. Both Korchnoi and
Speciman stood with Khalifman
and Gata Kamsky of the United
States with 3.5 poinils just
behind the lcaders. Kamsky

gf:m :Ilh Boris Gelfand of

Judit Polgar of llun , the
younges! player and unﬁnmk
in the tournament. was in the
middie of the pack at poinis
after defeating Ferdinand 11cl-
lers of Sweden,

Medvedev makes

no fuss

STUTTGART, Ju
21: Andref mﬂm:% tnb;
quick start in his defence of his
title at the 1.04-milllon-dollars
Mercedes Open today, reports
AFP,

The third seed, who became
the first qualifier to win an ATP
Tour event here last year,
needed only 70 minutes to dis-
patch Croat Goran Prpic 6-2, 6-
4 and move into the third
round.

Competing in His first tour-
nament since Wimbledon, the
18-year-old Ukratnian showed a
complete recovery from the
groin strain that forced him to
miss the Swiss Open al Gstaad.

In a first round match inter-
rupted by rain on Tuesday,
Austria’'s Horst Skofl continued
& miserable week for French
left-hander Gilbert,
beaten in the last set of the de-
ciding Davis Cup singles on
Monday by Indian Ramesh
Krishnan.
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- ~  FRANKFURT, Ger-
Y many, July 21
Nicole Provis end
od Sicfll Graft's 17
match unbeaten
run in the Fede-
ration Cup o give Australia a
shock win over the German
defending champions here on

Provis, the Australian team
captain, had only one regret af-
ter her three-set victory over the
world number one.

"My nts were over here
1o watch the team but when |
saw we were drawn lo play
Germany in the first -round |
wid them to book a home
to Melbourne for L

Unfortunately there's noth-
ing | can do about it now so
they won't be here for the rest of
the week.”

Graf's normally lethal fore-
hands and first serves were
wildly off target. That allowed
the 23-year-old from Melbou-

performer who

French Open semifinals in
1988, to score a 64, 16, 6-1
win.

It was the German players
first Federation Cup singies de-
feat afier 17 conscculive viclo-
ries. Gral paid a warm tribute
to Provis bul complained of a
shoulder injury.

“I've been having trouble
with my shoulder since Sunday
and it got worse in practice.

“Al one stage | considered
not playing today but | took the
risk and thought it would be all
right. Now | intend to take a
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Austraiinan Nicole Provis makes a double-fisted backhand retarn during her singles mutteh

against world number one Stefli Gral in the Federation Cup tennis tournament in Halle,
Germany, on July 20. Provis stunned Graf 6-4, 1.6, 6.4

Provis upsets erratic Graf

rest. | won't be in the leam
r the play ofl game against
Australia. -

"1 ddn't know she was hurt

ing. " sasd Provis aller her win
1 just kept pl.-y::: | a
“mtjphn and | st Lo :rw
“She blew me ofl court in the
second set but when | held my
scrve al Lthe start of the third it
gave me confidence
Australla's leam s sur-
faced afler Provis
victory and clinched thetr
second round tie against Den
mark when Elizabeth Smylie
and Rennae Stubbs won the
doubles.
The highly rated Australian
duo came back aflter
the first set 0 beal Anke Huber
and Barbara Rittner 5-7, 6-4,
6-3.

Australia had mude a dis-
appointing start whoen Smylic
lost the opening singles in
straight sets to Huber,

Australian caplain Wendy
Turnbull was delighted that the
women's , leam had kepl up
with men who beal ltaly in the
Davis Cup world group quarier
final on Sunday.

She said: "We wanted to
show the guys the women are
just as good as them. Australia
are always dangerous oppe-
nents in team events. Lasl ycar
we beat two seeds and reached
the semifinals here.

"Obviously we're all delighted
with today’s result. We knew we
had a chance. We kncw il we
coyld win one of the singles we
had a great opportunity in the
doubles.”
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Top -seeds Spain. who had
been scheduled to play Ger
many in the final for the sevond
year running, had kew probloms
against Britain

Conchita Martinez oul played
Jo Durte and Aranixa Sanches
Vicario was too good lor Clarc
Wood . Nefther dropped & set
The Spaniards completed =
white wash by winning Lhr‘
doubles

The American fiflh seeds,
who haw come ta Germany
with a relatively under strength
tcam, also scored a 3-0 win
against Switzerland.

Lindsay Davenport beat Ch-
ristelle Fauche and Lort McNeil
defeated Emanuela Zardo tn the
singlcs. Debbie Graham and
Ann Grossman dropped only
four games in the doubles.

Eighth sceds Japan, who are
hoping to get past the second
round in the competition for the
first Lime in 35 c T
covered from a nervous start to
bet Colombia 3-0. Mana Endo
won 12 gamcs on the trot after
dropping the [irst set lo
Carmina Giraldo in the opening
singles. '

Seventh sceded Nelherlands
wan all their maiches against
Croatia, Latvia dropped a point
but beat Delgium, and China
produced an excellent 2-1 win
against Peru.

Australia’s next round oppo-
nents, Denmark, pulled off an
upsct by bealing Austria in the
deciding doubles, while South
Korca beal New Zealand and
Canada dcicated Uruguay in
the play offs.

] WASHINGTON,

Joao Cuncha

Silva of Portugal
“ took advantage of
erratic play from
ninth-sccded American Brad
Gilbert for a 4-6, 6-3, 6-4 upset
in the first round of the 625,000
dollar Newsweek Tennis Classic
on Tuesday, reports Reuter.

Seventh seed Todd Martin
the United States beat Mauricio
Hadad of Colombia 6-3, 6-3, in
the day's only second -round
malich.

Fernandez's easy
flight to gtrs

MAHWAH, New Jersey, July
21: secd y Joe Fernan-
dﬂToh:d an M'ﬂme in her
first maich of the 150,000
dollar Pathmark women's ten-
nis Classic on Tuesday, scoring
a straight-sets victory over
Hetdi Sprung of Austria, reports
Reuter.

Fernandez, who had a first-
round bye, held serve easily in
the second-round match, facing
only one break point in dispos-
ing of Sprung 6-0, 6-2 in 76
minutes,

The 21 -year-old from Miami,
ranked seventh in the world
and runner-up to Steffi Graf at
the French Open seven weeks
ago, was the [irst player to

"It was hard hitting winners on
the slow court, but the victory

was satisfying,” sald Fernandez.
who started the hardcourt sea-

son with this cutiing.

July 21: Unseeded-

Thirteenth »seced Dt'll'l"lll':k'

reach the quarter-finals here. .

Rostagno of the United States
beat Grant Stafford of South
Africa 6-3, 6-3 and 14th seeded
Jaime Yzaga of Peru defeated
Jeremy Bates of Britain 7-6 (7-
ey o ey i st
on a
heat and humidity. e

Stith seed Andre Agasst, the
tournament’s top dra card,
plays his first match, a second-
round contest against Sweden's
John Carlsson, today.

The top t seeds received
first round s at the 56-
player hardcourt tournament,
which serves as the first of a
series of warmup events for the
US Open. -

Top seed Ivan Lendl and
second -seeded defending cham-

n Petr Korda of the Czech
Epub!lc also play their “first
singles matches today after
teaming in a doubles on
Tuesday.

Gilbert, ranked 32nd in the
world, broke the 121st ranked
Cuncha Sflva once in the first
sct with his offspeed returns
and won his own service games
with authority.

He took a 2-0, 4-0 lead in
the second set before his game
began to crumble.

The Portuguese won four
consecutive games (o take a 4-
lead in the second set, which
won 6-3, then scored the lo
service break of the third set
the ninth game for a 5-4
when Gilbert netted an
Gilbert, who berated himself
for much of the second set and

AR®

is

:

the entire third set, said he gave

them maich away.

Gilbert's gift for Joao Silva

"1 ccertainly donaled that
match,” said Gilbert. '| was not
very opportunistic with my op-
portunities”,

Korda, the 1992 winncr and-
a finalist here in 1991, blamed
fa for his doublcs loss, but

he hopes to be ready for
his singles match against
American Brian MacPhic.

"l was pretty tired when | got
here but | thiak I'll be OK,™ said
Korda, who arrived latc on
Monday from Germany where
he was part of the losing Czeeh
Republic Davis Cup team.

Karbacher givemn
a tough time

STUTTGART July 21
Germany's Bernd Karbacher
struggled past France's Guil-
laume Raoux 6-4, 4-6, 6-3
Tucsday to become the [irst
player to reach the third round
of the rain-plagued Mcreedes
Cup, reports AP,

The lop seeds including
1983 French Open winner Sergi
Brugucra, Michael Stich and
Andrel Medvedev had their first
matches Wednesday.

In other matches, Spain's
Tomas Carbkonell defeated
Jaime Qncins of Brazil, 7-5, 6-
3, Francisco Clavet of Spain
topped Germany’'s Michacl Ge-
screr 6-7, 6-2, 6-2 and
Sweden's Magnus Larsson out-
lasted Russia’'s Andref Cherka-
sov 7-8, (7-3), 26, 76 (9-7).

Larsson trafled Cherkasov 4-
1 in the third set before rallying
for the come-from-behind vic-

tory.



