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Fresh fighting on
Tajik-Atfghan
border

DUSHANBE, Tajikistan, July
21: Artillery shells hit lelk
border posts on the tense fron-
tier with
two Russian soldiers and rais-
ing fears of another major
cross-border attack, officials
said Wednesday, reports AP.

Foreign Minister Rashid
Alimov said Islamic militants
were waging an "undeclared
war” on his country and on
Russia, its ally. Artillery guns
on the Afghan side fired on at
least four border posts in the
Moskovsky region of
during the night, officials said.

The Russian commander in
the district, Lt. Col. Vasily
Matyuk, told the ITAR-Tass
news agency the border posts in
his area, which is southeast of
Dushanbe, were undermanned
and vulnerable to what he de-
scribed as well-trained, well-
armed Tajik rebels and their
Alghan fundamentalist allies.

Last weck, 33 Russian and
Tajik servicemen died in one of
the bloodiest border attacks
since civil war broke out last

and artillery

year in Tajikistan, an im
ished former Soviel republic 1n
Central Asia.

The war pits provincial gun-

men and pro-Communist forces
lql.'lnnt mostly Islamic opposi-

tion guerrillas.
Russia, Uzbekistan and Ka-

zakhstan are all helping Taji-
kstan's
which says Alghan fundamen-
talists are helping its op-

ist regime,

Ls.
The Afghan government odn-

sistently denies any involve-
ment in the Tajik civil war.
Afghanistan’s officlal media

have accused Russian aircrall
of almost daily at-
tacks in northern Afghanistan,
alleging hundreds of casualties.
Russia denies the reports.
Soviet troops fought for a
decade in Afghanistan to prop
up a pro-Moscow government
against Islamic guerrillas. The
Soviets pulled out in 1989,
Alghanistan’'s communisi gov-
ernment was eventually ousted
n.nd an Islamic state was estab-

Mubarak headmg for
third term 1n office

CAIRO, July 21:
President Hmmh
headed for a third six-year term
in office as his bat-
tles Islamic militants and faces
opposition calls for more
democracy, AFP.

Today, was set to
designate Mubarak officially as
the sole candidate for a presi-
dential election in early
Dﬂuher!{tlh—d] the

last week of 441 MPs
Imﬂtm-n-lhm-:.

The 65-year-old president is
bound to run u since
his National Democratic Party
dominates parliament

Twelve years alfter taking
power in 1981 after the assas-
sination of his predecessor
Anwar Sadat st the hands of
lslamie fundamentalists,
is once again battling the mili-
tants.

Amid accusations from Am-

nesty International of "unfair”
trials and torture of political
detainees, the government has
stepped up ils campaign pe
out the nih.tntl with 15 han-

since May, the latest on

The ﬂhtlntl aim to over-

forces has killed more than 170

opposition has stepped up calls
for reforms and direct presi-
dential polls with a choice of
candidates. are also de-
manding an to the emer-
nqr ws in force since
l..-lilnll:lnn

BRI RY

Clinton's counsel found dead :

Prestdent Clinton's depuly legal counsel was found dead
Tue night in a roadside purk from an a tly self-
inflliried gunshot wound, White | laguse officials sadd. AP reports
from Washington.

US park police said Vince Foster s body was found at Fort
Marcy, a smmall Civil War park over looking the Potomac River in
suburban Virginia outside the nation s capital.

The initial investigation indicated the 48-year-old Foster, »
friend of the Chinton family and former law partner of Hillary
Rodham Clinton, died of an apparently selfl infliicted gun shot
wound, according to L1 Patrick Gavin.

Foster was married and the lather of three children, the
White Houwse said

Clinton lefl the White House aller lenming of the death to be
with Foster's lamily, officials said

Another rebel haﬂg’ed in E

An Islamie militant was hlnﬁr:‘ in Cairo for murder
of a police officer in the soul city of Fatyum tn March 1992,
the official ngws agency Mena announced, AFP reports from
Cairo,

Mors! Ramadan was sentenoed to death by a
curity court in Faiyum, 100 kilometres (80
Cairo.

His hanging raised 1o 15 the number of Mushim fundamen-

talists executed since May, with all but the latest ordered by
military courts as part of a crackdown on the militants.

Discovery blasts off Saturday:

The US space Mlﬁﬂurﬁyﬂﬁnﬂbrwr

shuttle on & mission that had 1o he postponed a weck

because of a switch. Lifioffl is set for 1327 GMT, reports AP

from Cape Canaveral
During the nine

communications

hour = also is

slale -
] south of

Might, the fBive astronauls will relcase a

and an ultraviclet telescope. A six-
to lest lools needed for

wlﬂnﬂhhﬂ s on.

A launch attempt last was stopped with less than
an hour to go because of a laulty clectronic switch in a system
that frees the bolied- down from the launch pad. The
National Aeronautics and Space Administration replaced the
swilch.

Massage parlour cashier shot dead:
A member of Philippine President Fidal Ramos’ security foree
shot dead the cashier of a Manfla massage parlour, police said
today, reports Rewicr from Manfla

mFmﬂrfﬂhlgumﬂﬂrd the broadway health centre after
the shooting early on Tuesday but was subdued by residents
and turned over o Lhe police, mw-twﬁ‘.&mfhn-ﬂ

llao said (he man was apparently drunk and dissatisfied with

the girl's performance.

He emerged from his session with the masseuse and ran in

to the cashier who asked him what his problem. He then shot

t.htmhrrh the head, llao said

German troops off to Somalia :

Two hundred German soldiers left this morning for the Somali

capital Mogadishu 1o join the UN hununitarian eperation there
in a historic mhrlltﬂrrhmu itiandeswehs, reports AFT

. The contingent, which ok off from Cologne military airbase,

was the first of some 1,500 German oops due 1o be
by mud in the Somala region of Belet Huen, kilo-
metres mifles northwest of

Mogadishu
A small group of 5] soldiers had already left Tuesday evening
om the mission, Germany's first abroad owut-
side the framework of NATO since War Il

India launches satellite wmorrow

India's !nuat- 28 satellite is all set for the

The launch readiness review ook place yeste
lmunch s nominally scheduled betwren 0417 and 06
on Friday, the report sald

International

Yeltsin, Kravchuk agree to summit meet

UNSC rejects Russian

claim on Sevastopol

NEW YORK, July 21: The UN
Security Council on Tuesday re-
jected a parltamentary decree
by Moscow claiming Russian
control over the Ukrainian port
of Sevastopol, reports AFP.

The Security Council said in
a slalement that a decree
adopted by the Russian parlia-
ment on July 9 was invalid,
saying it was against the UN
charter:

Russia’s conservative-domi-
nated t declared uni-
laterally that the Crimean port
city, home of the disputed Black
Sea fleet, belonged to Russia
and not Ukraine.

The fate of the city, like that
of the fleet, has been disputed
by Moscow and Kiev since the
breakup of the Saviet Unjon.
Russian leader Nikita Krus-
hchev gave the crime to Ukraine
in 1954

British UN Represcntative

David Hannay, speaking for the
15-member council, said it

shared the concerns expressed
by the Ukrainian authorities
over the decree.

The Security Council sup-
ported Ukraine's territorial in-
tegrity, in line with the UN
charter, he said.

He noted that Russia l.'nd
Ukraine had signed an -
ment in November 1990 p
ing to respect each other’s terri
torial integrity. He said th:
Russian decree was -
ble with that agreeme

AP from Moscow adds:
Russia's hard-line parliament
on Wednesday rejected a Unfted
Nations call for it abandon a
claim to Sevastopol, home port
of the disputed Black Sea A
1’:& ITAR-Tass news agency

Sevastopol is populated
mainly by Russians is his-
a Russian city, but it is

loc on the tip of the Crim-
ean peninsula, which has been

part of independent Ukraine
since the 1991 Soviet

President Boris Yeltsin and
Ukrainian President Leconid
Kravchuk have agreed to a

summit meeting on the bitter
dispute over the once powerful
Soviet fleet and its home port,
news reports said.

The two leaders spoke
telephone after the UN Security
Council meet Tueaday In New
York

ITAR-Tass said parliament,
which is dominated by pro-
Communist hard liners, vpled
down a to suspend a

July 9 resolution claiming that
Sevastopol belongs to Russia.

Yeltsin has said he was
ashamed of the action ars H]:e
Foreign Ministry has said the
resolution is invalid.

The 15-member UN Security
Council, which includes Russia,
sided firmly with the Yeltsin
administration, declaring par-
llament's decree was “without

Uhrntne hnd asked the
Scecurity Council to intervene
because it said the dispute
could threaten international
peace and security. Russia and
Ukraine both inherited wvast
stocks of nuclear weapons from
the Soviet Union.

The two have been wrangling
for months over nuclear arms,
the fleet and eritical economic
issues. Yeltsin and Kravchuk
agreed in principle last month
to divide the fleet's 3560 war-

ships in half but the agreement °

angered nationalists on both
sides.

The Soviet Unijon trans-
ferred the Crimea [rom Russia
to Ukraine in 1954 in what was
then merely a symbolic gesture.
Russian nationalist now insist
the city was too strategically

‘important to be part of the

transfer and is still Russian
territory.

some eigh

SARMEV’D‘ A wounded Bognian woman waves good-bye as she is evatuated by the UN u.r]th
t other wounded people from Kosevo Hospital Tuesday. They will be transferred to

Germany for medical treatment.

— AFP photo

Clinton asks Myanmar Junta
to release Suu Kyi, others -

WASHINGTON, July 21:
Myanmar's military rulers
should unconditionally rclease
pro-democracy leader and Nobel
Peace Prize Winner Aung San
Suu Kyl President Bill Clinton
said Tuesday, reports AFP.

In a statement issued by the
White House on the fourth an-
niversary of the opposition
leader's arrest, Clinton called
on the Junta to “release un-
conditionally Aung San Suu Kyi
and all other prisoners of con-
science, 10 respect the results of
the 1990 elections, and to un
dertake genuine democratic re
forms.”

Suu Kyf's National League
for Democracy Party overw:
helmingly won the 1990 general
clections but the military lcad
ers rcfused to hand over power
and began jalling hundreds of

“This Is a

for

Myanmar and a cause or out
rage in the international com-
munity.” Clinton said.

Little has changed for the
48-year-old Noble Peace Prizc
Laureate over the past four
years of incarceration in her
family home, where armed

and barbed wire ensure
isolation.

Over the past year foreign
governments, human rights or-
ri:-unm and prominent in

tviduals have pressed for her
release

Last February ecight [ellow
Peace Prize winners gathered in
neighboring Thalland after
Myanmar denied them entry
visas

brought an open letter
signed by 13 Noble Laureates,
including former Soviet Leader
Mikhail Gorbachev and Tibet's
Spiritual Leader, the Dalail
Lama, which called for the

“immediate and unconditional
release” of "our sister”.

The Laureates also publicly
chided Myanmar's ruling gen-
erals.

1 hope the military govern-
ment there — which is scared of
a Mile woman — is madc to
quake in thetr boots becausce of
our mission,” sald Archbishop
Pesmond Tutu of South Alrica,
‘| say, the world is watching
you = watch oul.’

Aung San Suu Kyt was place
under house arrcst on July
20,1989, shortly after she ve-
hemently criticized the coun
try's Former Dictator Ne Win in
a speech.

No formal charge has ever
been brought nst her, but
she is being held under a law
aimed at su “destiruc-
tive” elements opposing the
military, which has ruled
Burma since 1962.

iragedy

Gm (Imnu} A sign floats in the flooded down

town of this small town

uesday ns

boats used to transport residents to their water-surrounded homes are tied to the dock

Residents say the water levels are still rising here

[llincis rivers.

at the confluence of the Missi utFpa and

US troubled by

fresh attack

on Sarajevo
WASIIINGTON, July 21: The
Untied States said Tuecsday that
it was deeply troubled by re-
newed attacks on Sarajevo but
planned no new steps at the
gg_“t-d" Nations to stave off
assauits, reports AFP.

"Clearly, the fighting around
Sarajevo presents a very diffi-
cult situation, something that
the United States is deeply
troubled by,” said State Depar-
tment spokesman Michael
McCurry, who described the

situation as serious.
- But they said the United
States had not t to take
the issue to the UN Security

Council.
"I'm not aware of any planes

in the UN Security Council to
pursue that type of measure,”
said McCurry.

In Sarajevo, Bosnian Pre-
sident Alfja Izetbegovic warned
that 8crb forces were planning
a massive allack on Sarajevo

56 pc Japanese
for LDP-led

coalition govt

TOKYO, July 21: Fifty-six
per cent of Japanese favour a
coalition government led by the
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP).
according to a poll published by
the Asahi Shimbun today, re-
ports AFP.

The telephone survey, con-
ducied Monday and Tuesday
covering 2,500 cligible voters,
showed that 33 per cent ol re-
spondents would prefer a non-
LDP coalition government.

Only five per cent said they
favoured an LDP-only govern-
menl, the newspaper said.

Asked about the make up of
the potential LDP-led coalition
government, 51 per cent said
they would support the partict-
pation of two new conservative
groups, the Japan New Party
(JNP) and Sakigake [Pioneer
party), while 34 per ccnt op-
poscd their participation.

Floods death

toll rises to
516 In Indta

NEW DELHI July 21:
death toll from floods
across India has
and two million people have fled
their homes in Punjab alone,
domestic news .m'h re-

beT.

A least 518 peeple have
been killed in nine states across
the country, most of them in
the plains of north India hit by
unusually heavy monsoon
rains, United News of India
(UNI]) reported.

At legst 271 deaths have
been reported from Punjab,

whereg almost continuous rain
for the pasi two weeks has in-
uhdated crops, cut off

and forced about two million
p-mplt to flee their homes, UNI

US still top arms supplier to Thlrd World

WASHINGTON, July 21: The
United States continued iis
post cold war dominance as
to the Thi

share of the market to 56.8 per
cent from 48.9 per cent in

The report sasd Russila's
share of the market continued
o fadl o 5.4

991, increasing s

demand for arma from US
rends and allies and the US
arms industry’s need to find
new overseas markets in an era

of shrinking defence budgets.

Also, it could exacrerbaie
simmering riction between the
Staies and Russia over

.Y
Washinglon's clioris o per

suade cash-starved Moscow 1o
stop selling arms and misstles
to countries — mainly in the

Third World — constdered o be

destabilising,
The reports sald that con
unuing a posts cold war

grneral
trend, the value of all American
and non American ams rans
fer agreements te the Thierd
World in 1992 fell 1© 23.9 bilhon
dollars, the lowest yearly total
for any of the years during the

19A5- 1992 period

The value of United Siatcs
arms deals fell also from 199
to 1992, but only sagliay. . we
14 bilbon dellar to ! ... Lllion

dollar

Even with that . “the
United States has become the
predominant arms supplier to
the Third World since cold

war's end,” accounting lor Hi N
per cent of all du:f- In
1990 92 pertod and for 56.8 pﬂ
cent in 1992 alone.

The overwhelming majority

ol the
Third World — 86 per cenl —
resulied from major new orders
by Tatwan M. 4 billion dollars),
Saudi Arnbia (4 2 billlon dollars)
ane Kuwait (1.1 billion dollars).

US arms sales o the

By comparison, France, the
number (wo arms su in
1992, made Third agree-
ments totalling 3.8 billion dol-.
s,

TH =i et W lop suppliers
wuie - iireain (2.4 del-
lars), Russia (1.3 billion deol-
lars), Qe (700 millten
dollars], Spain millton dol-
lars), laly (400 milllon dollars),
Isracl (300 millon lran
(200 million dollars) and China
(100 milton dollars).

liciore the collapse of com-
munism and the Soviet Unlon
i 1991, Russia had been an-
nually the number ane of num-
ber two arms supplier to the
Third World, recording a h‘! of
28 A billlon dollars wert
agrevments in 1988,

Off the Record

R S e——

==
. Gina Capwell, a sly character in the TV soap Santa Barbara,
gangs up with another notorious character Keith Timmons
in an attempt to bring down C C Capwell.. — Star TV photo

13-yr old Romeo expelled

from school

BANGKOK: A 13-year-old boy has been expelled from his
Bangkok school after filing a request with the police lo marry a
12-year-old girl from another school in the Thai capilal, a ncws
report said Wednesday, reports AFP.

The boy’s request was turned down, the minimum age lo get
legally married in Thailand is 17 and marriages must be regis-
tndudhuttuﬁm,ﬂt!htbnmwﬂ'-ﬂd 4

'I'I'-:plptr&hl not identify the children. It quoted a tcacher
at the boy’s school as saying he had been expelled ollowing the

incident.
The 's mother took her daughter out of her school be-
was embarrassed by the incident. The Nation said.

Sacrificing a part to
| save the whole

PUNXSUTAWNEY, PA: A man used a pocket knile to hack his
leg off below the knee after a tree rolled onto him while he was
clearing timber, reports AP.

Alter cutting through broken bones and torn skin Tuesday,
37-year-old Donald P Wyman of New Bethlehem crawled 200
feet (60 yards) to a tractor, which he rode to his piekup. He
drove the truck about two miles [three kms) to a farm and

found help.  °

*He was so sharp and mentally strong,’ said farmer John

Huber Jr., who called paramedics.

told Huber he screamed in vain for an hour and tried
to dig his leg out from under the tree. He finally put a tourni-
quet around the leg and started cutting.

Wymen underwent surgery at Punxsulawney Hospital,
where he was listed in serious condition, It was not immedi-
ately known if surgeons tried to reattach the leg Firefighters
had to cut apart the tree to get the imb out from under.

' Fresh Israeli warning

to Hezbollah men

JERUSALEM, July 21: lsracl
yesterday renewed a warning to
Muslim guerillas of the Iranian-
backed Hezbollah, or party of
god, that the Jewish state
would hit back if attacked in
south Lebanon, reports Xinhua

Israeli chiefl of general staff
of the armed forces Ehud Barak
said here that {[ Hezbollah
launches additional attacks on
Israeli troops in the 'security
zpne’ in south Lebanon, the re-
inforced army present would
deal them a blow.

He was addressing a threc-
hour session of the Knesset
rrhnnrntl foreign aflairs and

fence commitiee, which was
told of the details of the a
deployment in the Israchi sc
proclaimed security zone.

Israc] established the |, 10O
squarc-kilometre security zone
in south Lebanon in 1985 as a
buffer against cross- burdt'r

lla atlacks on its

Jewish scttlements. The sone is
routinely patrolled by Israeli
troops and South Lebanon
Army [SLA] militiamen.

Barak confirmed that the
troops in the zone had been re-
inforced and were ready to act
against the guerillas based
north of the security zome. He

did not clarify what kinds of
operations would be taken.
Press reporis said that since

attacks by guerillas on July 8
and 9 killed five lsrachi soldiers
and wounded cight, Isracl has
sent an additional 1,000 troops,

12 Merkava tanks, 44 armoured
personnel carriers and 35 ar
tillery pieces to reinforce the
zONE.

F

Barak said that the rein-
forcement enabled Israel to op-
erate promptly beyond the zone

if necessary, hinting ground as-
sault agamsl targets further

12 Buddhlst nuns

Tibclan Buddhist nuns have re-
ceived prison scntenees of up to
six years for taking part in a
pro-independence demonsira-
tion a year ago, a Western hu-
man rights group said
AP.

Two 21 rﬂr«uld nuns re-
cetved six- -mlrmu -nd
the 10 ot

Information Network said in a
news reiease.

The nuns were jailed for

rticipaling in a protest
z;mulI“ChiMlt rule in the
Tibetan capital of Lhasa in Junc
1992, the report said citing
unnamed sources. The group

Ja&ﬂlgd in Tibet

said it did not know when the
sentences were handed down.

Nuns have led many of the
pro-indcpendcnee protests in
revent years, The human rights
group said 84 nuns werc be-
leved serving sentences in
Tibetan prisons for political of
fences as of April.

China says Tibel has been &
parl of its territory for " 700
years, but many Tibelans say
they had de facte independence
for much ol that time.

Communist Chinese troops
entered Tibet in 1980, and put
down an anti-Chinese uprising
mw'mmm :::;.

a
fled to India after the
bellion.

US threatens sanctions

WASHINGTON, July 21: The
United States is ready to slap
economic sanctions on China il
it sclls long-range missiles W
Pakistan, the State Department
said Tuesday, reports AFP

Stute Department spukos
man Michael MeCurry said
Secretary of Stale Warren
Christopher would take ithe
malter up with his Chincsc
vou glerpart Qian Qichen during

!ﬂinﬂ Sunday in Singapore.

The sancilons would nol
threaten China's most laveured
nation trade status which per
mits its goods te enter the
Undted Siates at tht lowest tartfl
levels

McCurry aaid that the

nst China

United States had not yet de-
termined if had delivered
M-11 missiles with a 300-

WHM“H
A State Department official

thé Under Secretary of State for
International Affairs,
ﬂuuiuch-n out if

kilonw lers (200 miles) or a pay-
lguwll 500 kilograms (1,100
O M)

McCurry declined to- say
whal sanctions were being con-
sichened.



