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Getting Rid of
Musclemen

Armed clashes, twice ‘lll_]'ti::{:hﬂ.‘f days, I;yrlwrf;n
ups of musciemen W as mastans, in
1:; ﬂupn:i Sh have let loose a reign of
t.#rror in that locality. In the Saturday's confronta-
ti'on for su , stray bullets and bombs used
by the rival ga accounted for injuries to six
edestrians a two policemen. About the
: 's casualty number, reports carried in dif-
fe rent dailies vary. One report, however, put the
mumber of injured at 20, two of them wounded by
buallets. This time as well the injury list includes
t wo members of the law enforcing ogﬂw On both
o ccasions the hostility, in which all s of lethal
w ea were used, continued for hours and the
fe rocity of the rivalry can best be imagined from
beith the injuries to the police and the protracted
ht. |
e Then this is not the only time that groups ol the
miisclemen have been engaged In seitling a score |
on each other. Only recently did two groups al
Mo tijheel Colony pit their might aga inst each other
anc! succeed to kill an innocent man; in a similar
inc ident the other day, a father and his son were

E celcbrate the rena-
Wmﬂm
Mmthnu;:nfﬁu
world. For democracy been
a form of government,

in human
elsewhere 1t

the most desira
history. For us,

was nol an street all the
way to wrest the goal, for it
exacled guile a prive bolh in
uman suffering pnd
the time overhang. But #t has
itss finest hour for the nation
when the high drama of demo-
cralic consensus was enacted
right on the fleor of the national
Parhament after long twenty-

two years on end — a precious
rarity in an unplacid politieal
scenar io ol ours.

We unreservedly welcome
the mul'ti-party democracy, the
practice free and impartial
election, the freedom of expres-
sion, res pect for human rights,
rule of law, free , — Lhe
essential and tnallenable fea-
tures of democracy.

But all celebrations come

Saturday rnorning's world of
reality, to (>ome to terms with
less glamoious but yitimately
more impor tant virjuas of per-
petuating t hose idu.ils whose
success we Crlebrated.

In building democracy in our
country, we virtually break a

sent to hospital with bullet wounds, thanks again
to sitray bullets. The list of such incidents may be

JjoryZer still but there is hardly any need to recap all
ol I%Itm to get a clear picture of the dominance of

- th e muscle power in the city. In fact, the criminal |
gaigs try as much as possi le to avoid hostilities
am ong themselves not crossing each other's
pal;hv%ul this rule of the game cannot always be

resp ected in otherwise cumpcuu-xg situations, spe-

ciall’ when ph might is the deciding factor.
Ev idently, such clashes among the criminal
frequent as they were expected (o

a " are nol as
gcn?ur a true measure of their might, the daily
crimes that take place in the city should perhaps
providi: a realistic guide. The maintenance of |
peacefu'l co-existence amonﬁ the different criminal |
roups is a further proof that the whole city has |
gccn dividecl by the musclemen among themselves
in a way the [tallan Maflas do. Only these mini- l
Mafia gangs are many in numbers and not yet |

known to enjoying the laundering of big drug '!
money. But they are no less brutal and notorious
than their more illustrious Italian and American
peers. Eve'n the police appear to be at a loss In
iheir dealings with the bullies. The list ol criminals
punished for different terms made public the other
day, surely’ includes such oflences but no one in
his right se nses will admit that crime incidents are
on the wane. If anything, they are alarmingly in-
creasing.

The way toll collectors and muggers are flexing
their muscle defies not just the law of the land but
has also put to the test the ability of the adminis- |
tration to run the country smoothly. This is a fact
anyone denies at a heavy cost. If the publication of
the list of criminals meted out punishment does
not have deterrent tmpact on the law and order
situation of the country, therer should be no doubt
that something somewhere has gone lerribly wrong.
If the situation continues to detleriorate in the
manner it is doing, we are afraid, the nation Wlkg

a Mafiasreign. Befuse that horrible.
spect cﬂmﬁg true, the worsening of the law and
order must come under serious scrutiny,

True, our musclemen are no match for the Mafia
rings, but in a limited way the comparison is not |
totally out of place. Mafia leaders wield enormous

er because they have money and men in the
top echelon of the government. Laws there cannot
take their own course because either they have
precise hit-men to gun down the investigating ofli-
cers. {udges and wiltnesses or have succeeded to
place {Jac ers in the legal system itself. Apart from
political connections, the musclemen here have not |

many things to depend upon. But left unattended
for long. they may go for similar tricks. That the
criminals of some sensational mugging-cum- |
killings — Mona Bhai's is one — could not be
brought to book is an ominous sign. Yet at its pre-
sent level of deterioration. crime situation can be
tackled — provided that enough political will is

there.
Release Suu Kyi

Military dictators, we have seen plenty, both
home grown and of the [oreign variety. But the
Burmese military dicltators are in a class completely
of their own. They are perhaps the only military
dictators in the recent times who gave an election,.
lost it completely, and then brazen facedly tuned
around and continued to rule as if nothing had
happened. To top it all, they imprisoned the leader
— Aung San Suu Kyi — who won the majority sup-
port. Yesterday Suu Kyi began her [ifth consecutive
year in captivily. The current administration in
Myanmar, SLORC (State Law and Order
Restoration Council), seized power in 1988 in the .
face of large scale pro-democracy movement by the
people putting Suu Kyi in prison. In 1990 it held a
general election. which Suu Kyi fought from jail
and led her party to a tremendous victory. She has
been. and continues to be, punished for it all.

It has been [or four long years that the leader of
the democracy movemen! in Myanmar has lan-
guished in house arrest, separated from her
English husband and children. During this time,
the world has, more or less. been silent. There were
some attempt made to inlernationalise the issue
and put pressure on the Myanmar government to l
release Suu Kyi. But they were timid and half-
hearted, generally making no impression on
SLORC. The international community has failed,
more or less, to create the type of global movement
which is necessary to [orce action in such situa-
tions. It is true that Myanmar stands diplomatically |
isolated. Its standing among Lhe community of na-
tions is at the very botllom, (o say the least. But
none of it mattered because the vital trade links
continued to survive, in fact flourish, in some cases
with China and its Southeast Asian neighbours.
The role of ASEAN countries in this had been op-
portunistic rather than principled. The West's lip
service to human rights with a keen eye on the
economic benefits that Myanmar's vast natural re- |
sources hold out, has creatled the type of global po-
ltical situation that keeps Suu Kyl in prison.

All this must change. We express our solidarity
with the democracy loving people of Myanmar. We
must create pressure on the SLORC to abide by the
wish of the Myanmar people as expressed in the
election of 1990. The world cannot permit the
SLORC to get away with what they are doing. This
will encourage dictatlorships elsewhere.

new ground { m our archaie polit-

ical culture. We are to cssay a
| fresh start thiat goes much be-

| yond drawing
' So it could nc't be viewed simply

_up a constitution.

as a process of restoration: it
was essentiall y a process of cre-
ating new insititutions and im-
plementing riew routines, new
habits and n« *w ways to live to-
ther respi:cting individual
and !'reedom. These of
course will ta ke time to materi-
alise, for they were part of a
process, not (un evenl
Having eritered into demo-

T ——e—

AN a team play a game

witho ut a captain? Can

an or chestra entertain
the audience: without a music
director? Car 1 a battle be fought
without 4 commander? The
answer to all| these questions is
an emphatic "no". No institution
can operate In a leaderless way
and no insti tution can achieve
efficiency wi thout coordination.
All officers cannot be the
coordinators of the same
institution. A district or thana
in grip of famine or affected by
natural calamity must have a
contatt person with whom the
prime minisiter, the minister or
relevant sex:retary can speedily
communiceite. The concerned
public repr-esentatives cannot
afford to contact all the officers
of the district or thana for
informatior:y. In fact, DCs and
TNOs are the coordinators of
the coprdinators at their
respective levels; they are
designated. leaders at their own
institutional Tevels when' thana
administratiof or ‘district ad-
ministration is considered. Of
course, DCs and TNOs who are
deficient ‘in maintaining healthy
and congjenial in re-
lations ‘with the members of
other cardres rieed to reoriented
before they are provided with
these Important W
The government there-
fore bz very choosy about ap-
peinting deputy commissioners
becau se the office of the deputy

comnissioner is an
instif ution and the who

will man this sacred office
should have integrity of charac-
ter, pleasing interpersonal be-
haviour and embody a new set
of administrative values. He
must command respect and

'_ confidence of others, otherwise.

the c of the institution
will be in jeopardy.

Now a few words about the
description of deputy commis-
sioner as ‘zila prashasak’. There
is nothing wrong with the word
‘prashasak’. Can the impor-
tance of a post be reduced
simply by redesignating a title
or by changing the nomencla-
ture of a post? A rose remains a
rose cven if one  foreibly

changes its name. Thus the

an end, forcing us to return to'

Democracy

to Stay on Course

Syed Badrul Hagque

In building demoeracy in our country. we virtually break a new ground in ow archaic pelilical

culture. We are lo essay a fresh start that goes much beyond drawing up a constitution. .. ...
Hero-cullure. a feature more common in underdeveloped countries, is often a bane that should be

shunned Lo the wtmost.

cratic governance for the third
running on the basis of a

and impartial election —
which won acclaim beyond the
horders — it is not time yet to
permit any conclusive judge-
ment on the performance of the
ruling party. BNP. There is a
strong empirical evidence to
that economic prosper-

ity is of key importance for
stable democracy as both are so
closely linked and mutually re-
imforcing. But this ts an area
where we falled the nation so
badly. Ranked as one of the
pooresi nations on earth, the
endemic poverty had even
graduated to be a part of our
identity to the outside world. So
much so, the former American
Prestdent Richard Nixon found
it appropriate te coin
sh as a metaphor lor

poverty when he wrole: The
Soviet Union is no nuclear-

armed Bongladesh

The cvonomic ghisom, — s
ovierwheliming for us — and
which 1s not rulenting — is

simply beyond the resources ol
a single political party to over:
come, If any lesson Is o be
gleaned lor Lhe perfod the BNV
governmenl is saddled in power,
it has beconme so very obvious
that yet another consensus is
rather overdue not only to shore
up our brleaguered economy
but also for some other vital

concerns that sit so heavy om
our way wp Why, for instance,
Issucs are taken to streels n-
sicad of the Parllament is a key
question that is not easily
reac hable by reasons ol democ -
racy. This negalive posiure on
the part of the Oppeosition
clearly undermines the desig-
nated role of the Marliament in a
demoeratic polity The political
perspective diclates that both
the ruling party and the
Opposition work more in tan-
dem than in opposition W0 op-
erate our nasceni democracy
belore it can absorb any shock
thit may scupper it Surcly, al
this moment of truth, we can
ill-afford o be pedestrian in our
thinking than be wdea's men,
Democracy noeds caring of a
tender shoot withowt which #t
simply rots, and may even spur
un eventual authoritarian re
spunse from within the society
Hero culture, a feature more
common in under-developed
countrics, is ollen a bane that
should be shuned to the o
mosl. For, {t has a propensity to
undermiine and cven circumvent
the rule ol law spawning a
dicholemy in a government
billed democratic It is no less
importan! agnin to enable the
avirage workday praclitioners
Lk king charisma or brillance 1o
keep the demacralic enging
runming once the cheering has

faded

Il democracy stays on |is
course, demovratic governance
could be enhanced as the cfti
zenry seck out ways o resolve
their conflicts and dilemmas
within the bounds of the exist-
ing institutions. Until democ-
racy takes root, the travails of
democracy are likely to be no
less severe for us than they
have been everywhere clse. But
if one is obliged Lo glimpse on
the basis of slim but real evi-
dence, one cannot, however,
miss a Micke at the end
of the lunncrﬁhlhl'“thil shouid
not deceive us: alongside Lhe
r.m‘nuriﬁ.ng developments are
othurs that! east a disturbing
shadow over.

in the sphere of political
frecdom, a hallmark in demo-
cratic norms, some negative de-
velopments are in the horizeon.
For sonwiime past, the idea or a
oo do borrow a jeurnalistic
verms o ban the Jamat -« Islamid
%ty which is anchored in fun-
damental proaching is being
aired,. albeft n a low-key,
through print nwedia and politi-
val platforms as well. The ban-
wh i, @ dictalorial over-stretch,
in in bad faith with democ ratic
ratiisile and hardly provides
Ay reliel sought by its imple-
mentation. Worse, it eould even
be thde precursor for anolher
round of aulthortarian lire on

BUREAUCRACY-TECHNOCRACY TENSION II
Leadership 1s Vital in Administration

by Syed Naquib Muslim

problem seems to lie not in the *

nomenclature but in the atti-
tude of those who are ting
to it. In fact, much of the ten-
sion belween the specialists and
the generalist, originates from
the misperception of the basic
concepls like leadership, coor-
dination, status and power.

In all activities perception is
very important because unless
one perceives correctly, one
cannot behave correctly. Wrong
pereeption is the root of incon-
gruous behaviour.
Administration is what the ad-
ministrators do. As Marshall
Dimock observes,
“Agrpinistragign Asepdmings gy
tors.” Its functions cannot be
determined by conjecture bul
by experience. The members of
the civil service, trrespective of
cadre, have to call a spade a
spade in these days ol trans-
parency. They have to acknowl-
edge that the functions of the
administrators are quasi-leg-
islative and quastjudicial. It
means that apart from execu-
tive functions, it has to perform
adjudicatory functions. In this
scnse, the job of an administra-
tor is inherently multi-func-
tional. These substantive func-
tions of the administrators can-
not be shared by the engineer
whose job is to build bridges,
roads etc. or by a district agri-
cultural officer whose job is to
raise food production of his dis-
trict. It is therefore, pragmatic
to accept the realities.

Leadership is again a con-
cept highly misconceived and
misunderstood by the civil ser-
vants of all cadres with tradi-
tional orientation.
Administration and leadership
are linked to each other. As
Marshall Dimock observes, ad-
ministration is "a pro-
cess in which leadership sets
the mark and thereafter sails as

reasons of space, short letters

are subject to editing and cuts.

Sir, | refer you to the letter of
Mr Zohurul Huq on "PWD and
Dhanmondi R/A" published in
your esteemed paper of June 19
last. We the residents of the
area in general fully endorse his

| views and we are pained and

taken aback that the matter
should. be broached at this dis-
tance of time since the plots
were allotted in 1958,

Mr Huq has given cogent
and fully legical reasons for
maintaining status quo and
keeping the house owners
undisturbed. Yet considering
the vity of the matter, |
would like (0 make brief com-
ments as below,

It is an undisputed fact that
the conditions and ecireum-

| stances obtaining at the time of

allotment have radically chan-
ged and the entire question
must now be judged In the con-
text of present situation and
realities. For example, in 1958
when the allotments were made,
the town planners could not ob-
viously have in their conception

that there would be inde-
pendent Bangladesh and the
city of Dhaka would be its
metropolis. The present popula-
tion of Dhaka {s more than half
a crore and by the year 2000 it
may grow upto 75 lac, if not
mote. In this totally c
situation, demand for houses
has become simply colossus
and it will go on alarmingly
rising over the years. To cope
with the demand of the people
more houses are essentially re-
quired for more offices, banks,
schools, clinics, hospitals,
chambers, medicine shops and
8o on in all areas of Dhaka.

In 1968 there was hardly
any conception of clinics, pri-
vate halml.-. kindergarien
schools, o of various types,
banks of the present day level
but after independence the de-
mand in these sectors as also in
many other has increased by
leaps and bounds. It is an ad-:
mitted fact that public hospitals
cannot cope with the ever in-
creasing enormous number of
patients, and on account of the
poor quality of treatment and
[requent work stoppage many

siraight a course as possible™.
Leadership does nol mean
domination; it means the art ol
maintaining order and har-
mony. Il is elementally a coor-
dinative and an integrative
[unction. Modern administra-
tion is based on synergic team-

work and the leadcr has o in

flucnce the team-members Lo |,

achieve common goals.

It is true that TNOs and DCs
who are dedignated leaders in
the thana or district adminis-
tration must make a reappraisal
ol their role in the context of
democratic administration.
They must get themselves reori-
admintstrative culture if
are to play their leadership ro

effectively. They must shake off *

the colonial and paternalistic
altitude which cannot help
them in disc their duties
properly. They have to remem-
ber that an elitist outlook is
never compatible with the
democratic spirit. What they
should have is the pride of
craft, not the craft of pride.
Moreover, real power flows from
the commitment for service to
the disadvantaged or distressed
people. Real status consists not
in the emoluments one draws

but in the degree of efficiency
one has achieved. And incor-

ruptibility is a part of effictency
today.

The specialist being mem-
bers of the civil service are also
members of the bureaucracy:;
but they are trying to
mobilize public opinion by
propagating that de
cannot flourish unless bureau-
cracy is eliminated. In fact,
modern bureaucracy and

are not antithetic to
each other; they rather need
cach other so that they rein-
force each other. The rule of

law, impersonality, merit sys-

to
clinics er private h.c:m.]:atta..lg:xﬂt as
life is most precious. Dhan-
mondi is a fairly big area and its
population is fairly large and so
sSC are essential for educa-
tion of the children of the area.
Banks also are a dire
in the economic life of the
present day society. Offices
both government and non-gov-
ernment are also the crying
need of the of the area o
deal with their day to day prob-
lems. Now {f ignoring this stark
reality, government embarks
dislodging the organisa-
tions/establishments from their
present location an absurd sit-
uation will arise and people's
sufferjngs will simply be un-
bearable and horrifying.

In Dhaka, Molijheel is prac-
tically the only commercial area
where international, govern-
ment and non-government of-
fices of the standard .of Dhan-
mondi R/A can be located. But
finding accommodation in that
area is a Herculean task.
Furthermore, prevailing rent in
Motifheel may be beyond the fi-
nancial ability of many organi-
sations/establishments.
Schools, clinies and hospitals
cannot be shifted to Motijheel
as the area is simply unsulitable .
for them. Banks and olfices
serving the local people cannot
also be shiflted, leaving the
prople in unimaginable diffi-
culties. Government'’s duty s to
mitigate sufferings of its citizens
and certainly not enhance

tem which are elements of bu-
reaucracy are also requirements
of democracy. In a development-
oriented bureaucracy.
delegation and decentralization
which are democratic
are widely practised. Both bu-
reaucracy and democracy do
not favour use of arbitrary
wer; both are subject to
w/rules.

The t are in favour

ol devolving executive respon -
sibilities on the elected public
representatives ostensibly to re-
duce the power of the adminis-
trators. This does nol seem
ragmatic and the idea is not

tcally validi The Rncd [the heartlands of |

OPINION

Public Expenditure, at whose Cost?

The Finance Ministcr Mr
Saifur Rahman is making some
genuine efforts 1o bring some
discipline in public spending
As a res Chartered Acco-
untant, he very well knows that
unless some norms, rules and
principles are applied to privale
concerns, private corporations
etc these are bound o go in the
principles apply to the busincss
of the government as well.

Now that an elected govern-
ment is functioning. for more
than two years; the people ex-
pect that things will be done
based on rationality, and the
greater national interest

In the pre-budget meeting
called by the Finance Minister,
his Ministry insisted that
‘wholesale’ nationalisation of
educational institutions, should
be carefully reviewed. As quoted
by the news media (Daily Star
July 11th) the pre-budget moet-
ing went on to say, “The meet-

this soll of ours. 5o | concTrne
us in a much fundamental w
than what (I may innocuous
look like. In o democratic dis-
pensation, political parties
should lace varh other polits-
cully, not by banning. In re-
verse, it only reflects the inade-
rpuacics of eur democralicness
and even lack of intellectual
vigour siriving towards an un-
derstanding of the mul

sy stemi. its profound unsettling
impact on our flodgling democ-
racy oo canncl be brushed off
»0 Hghtly. H pasil is any guide, it
would be an utter folly 10 Lake
liberty with democracy in any
furm  Hopelully, eur budding
demmncraey i still holding. We
must refuse 1o diminish it with
irivial tsswues which seemingly
are al & distarnee rom demo-
vratic ideals In our political
s ivvy, we are o discover that il
is asier W arrange the Lrap-
pings of democratic governance
than arhieve (is substance.

Mcntionably, In western
demodcracics. the communist
and lascist parties — not infre-
quently with aggressive pos-
fures — frevly propagate their
views In India, the biggest
i ety in Asia, BJP with
lundank ntalism as its credo is
o stroog conte nder for preeET.

Tor recall ni 1975 the assault
gt pur-demux racy was no less

tions of an administrator and
an clected public Lative
are different. Elected public
representatives are nol sup-
posed o have technical exper.
tize in policy making, rule-
making and -making
express Lheir will or viston a

it is the administrators who give
flesh and blood to the skeleton
of public polices; they exercise
surveillance over the activities
ol the administrators but 1t is
the administrators whoe know

wherein lies the problem.
Ack this fact, Robert
S Lerch remarks,

“administrators are taking leg-
islative and judicial power in

Shahabuddin Mahtab

ing noted with dissatisfaction,
that the nationalisation pro-
gramme benefits only the
tcachers, not the standard of
education, and rather posing a
permaneni burden on the na-
tional budget®. So what good it
brings to the country and the
people when more than thou-
sand crore Taka are spent in
the education sector? When the
per capita cost for a student in
a college, university college or a
general university for a year is
anything between Tk 15,000.00
o Tk 20,000.00, how does it
fare with our per capita income
of Tk 8,400.00 (8210} for the
whole year?

The governments all over the
world are responsible for school
education only. The higher edu-
calion is available only to the
very rich, and they have to pay
for the whole costs. Special

Ly @ dimasts r Awanrd Leaghae,
tlw ruling poariy, in s bid
now down the disscnters und:
Literally switcted over to one-
parly rule under the banner
HBAKSAL. The party's politiesd
varriage jolied beavtly, the
charisma ecard [ailed to

magh any more. Even :
the party coniinues 1o pay the
price in the esteem of the ofti-
zenry. Even the emergence of
[INF as a polite-al force is widely
attributed 0 the demecracy-
defictt of the Awami Loagoe,
ether contribuiing {actors apart.
The new-bern BNF's popularity
svared high in no time. In the

political run-up. it clearly stole

mﬂrt‘hm!fthrmﬂ
Awaurd League and is now

ensconced in the country’s po-
Hieal arena. And this is the
inost Fotstanding phenomenon

emergh - from the political hee-
wey of Liv 1975 event.

A study inio the [$NI Fh"
nomenon in our national pol-
tics. #f undertaken, would cer-
tainly be a rewarding decument
towards a better u
of Lhe country's political devel-
opment, besides, of course,
meeting a historic void that still
stares on our (ace so brazenly.

Our politics is granted
the unity to the
che moments of democ-
racy that currently exhilafate
us in the ex-authorftarian soci-
ety. Given the constraints, visé-
ble or otherwise, and political
graces permitiing. should BNP
run its term of office, that
would be a luminous gift to the
nation, even if the bureaucratic
hassle continues to plague the

citizenry or the economy grows

at a crawl. |f demoeracy is al-
brwexdd unfettered sway, it will in

its stride, take care of the Im-
pediments and effect a qualita-
thve change in nation’'s politics.

democracy and rule of law.”
‘Democracy is more efficient
than c¢lficiency”, as the saying
goes But demoeracy can be ¢f
fietent only when the unhealthy
conllict persisting among the
civil servanis is resolved, The
task of resolution or reconcilia-
tion, however, les with the
Bangladesh are (aced with twin
challenges — the preservation
of the hard -ear democracy
and alleviation of the abject
poverty. Success ol democracy
dependas on the collaboration
and complementarity among
the members of the Bangladesh
Civil Service cadres. Inter-
cadre conflct, N
ouny and parochialism will only
impede the process of democra
tization. Again, poverty allevia-
tion Is» a joiniveniure p
and members of all cadres have
o deploy their energies, Lal-
enis, skills and innovation so
that people receive equitable

provisions are, however, made
for the really merilorious stu-
denils. For year in and year out,
we are flooding the market with
graduates, who are either un-
employed or unemployable. The
tax payers have not sacrificed
their hard earned money for

m urhich are totally unjus-

During the eighties, declara-
tions were made for nationalis-
ing colleges — in grand public
meetings amidst great ap-
plause. Nowhere in the world

such things happen. Going in
for higher education with a

bounty from the ment,
and paltry tuition is an un-
hcard of thing in the developed
world.

It 1s our sinrere hope that
the matler will be dispassion-
ately examined by our legisla-
tors, planners and the govern-
menl, so that we can reach at a
consensus, which is bencficia JI

to the country in the long run.

them.
In this context, the PWD

should also kindly-consider that

in the changed situation, par-
ticularly Dhaka becoming a big

metropolis, Dhanmondi and
other adjacent areas have be-
come, on their own, important
busy areas and so the original
factors governing the principle
of allotment cannot now be ap-
plied by any stretch of imagina-
tion. For instance, Mirpur Road
passing through Dhanmondi
and the adjacent areas is one of
the most busy roads and the
houses on the roadside are not
at all suitable for residence and
hardly anybody will hire them
for such purpose.

The din, bustle and noise
being inevitable, the houses on
Mirpur Road can be let out
mainly for non-residential pur-
pose and as a matter of fact it
has been practically so done.
Frankly speaking. Rajuk has
taken a pragmatic view and has
allowed the non-residential use
ol the houses on Mirpur Road.
Certainly if the then town plan-
ners did have any inkling of the
future change and development,
the lease clauses would have
become different and in con-
formity with rcality.

The maltter involves another
aspect which must be taken
into serfous consideration. The
houses in the area which are let
out yleld rent income to the
house owners which In turn
yleld Income tax and olher
taxes to the government. They

are thus an rtant and siz-
able source tax revenue to
the state which must not be
stifled particularly in a finan-
cially starved country like ours.
Apart from government, in
many cases houses let out are
the only source of income of
many persons who are retired
or widows to live on. If at this
stage they are to lose this
wherewithal of their existence
they will be thrown into a grim
disastrous situation and many
will have to starve.

It is reported that the gov-
ernment will not acquire in fu-
ture any more land either for
residential or other purposes
owing to sérious objections of
the land owners. Sometime ago,
the government invited applica-
tions for allotment of lands In
Nikunja, an area near the
Airport but owing to stifl oppo-
sition of the land owners it is
reported to have abandoned the
project. If future acquisition
remains banned, then it will be
a burning question how the

'rapid growing population with

the accompanying need for
more offices establishments-
/organisations can be given
spaces to accommodale.

Housing Is a fundamental
right of the people of a country
and whereas need of the
time s to widen the pect to
the maximum, it be disas-
trous if rnment, on the
other hand, go for dislodgment
of many institutions, organisa-
tions, establishments etc from

their present location and force
them to find alternative ac-
commodation which is already
almost an impossibility in a city
house.

Lastly, it must be noted that
already more than 1/3rd of the
lease period had elxz'nd and
any dttempt to alter system
already prevailing in the area
will throw the house owners
concerned into untold misery
and hardships.

We a to the concerned
authority to refrain from
any steps detrimental to the in-
terest of the concerned house
OWTICTS.

M A Rashid

Road No. 7, Dhanmondi R/ A,
Dhaka

Letter with
tailpiece

Sir, It was a pleasant sur-
prise to read a letter by K R
Zakhmi "Criminalisation of poli-
ties” (D/S 26-8-93). This is the
first time | have ever read a let-
ler to the editor with a

‘Lafl pleece’

You have introduced a new
trend to this column which is

most welcome. | e more
such witty letters from your
readers with taflpiece.

Zubaida Kharuum
Muhammadpur, Dhaka



