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" District roundup

PATUAKHALI

No power supply
for one month

July 20: The normal life of
the of Boga Bandar in

and factories remained sus-
pended causing immense
suffering to the owners and
workers,

it is reported that the
transmittér of the arca was
- a month ago. But no
initiative has yet been taken to

;

power. ;
The local businessmen al-
leged that after repeated ap-
the Resident neer
to take any initiative in
this respect.

Two electrocuted

July 20: Two were
clectrocuted and two boys were
- wounded at village of
thana in the dis-
trict, reports UNB.
'Ih:hldmﬂcnﬂtdu

Safiuflah (60) and Nurul Hagque
of Karimpur village.

Family sources said
Safiullah was electrocuted while
catching fish in a paddy field on
July 13 and two sons of
‘Safiullah were wounded while
they came to save their father.

20: The -hour har-
tal protesting the ‘corruption in
government and on

seived peacefu here on
Monday,

DuﬂuTlm to 2
hartal hours, all modes of
went off the roads. shutters
of shops and business estab

Number of school-

going children
decreasing
From Our Correspondent

July 20: The dropoutl of
school-going children in the
schools in remote arcas

of the district is increasing day

7-day-long

undtr the district of

huhncnnrpn
imed by H-ucuh-un-uhu\c

" LALMONIRHAT
Box of rifle
bullets recovered

July 20: Police recovered a
box of rifle bullet from the river
Dharla near Shohagpur in
Patgram thana on Tuesday, re-
ports UNB.

According to police Toza-
mmel Hossain, a boatman
found the sealed fron box with

BOO of live rifle bullets
while he was taking bath in the
river.,

Pa police recovered the

Earlfer in last October, police
recovered an oLMG from the
same place.

The_ tree planting programme
has been here with
the planting of a sapling by the
Rasjshahi Divisfonal

Commissioner M Aminul Islam.
District administration has

undertaken a p to
plant 50 lakh all over
the district in the current plant-
ingmm

per the programme, gov-
Ernm:nt m NGOs, schools,
colleges, madrasas, union

and other offices of the
district haye been assigned to
the officials said.
Local Forest Department,
. Agricultural Department
and Nurseries will supply the
saplings to make the pro-
gramme a success, officials
added.

BANDARBAN

Pourashava
budget
announced

From a Correspondent

July 20: Bandarban poura-
shava announced its Taka 1,16,
26, BB0 budget for the current
fiscal year.

Md Ayub Choewdhury,
Pourashava Chairman, an-

nounced the budget at a press
conference held in the confer-

ence room of the pourashava.
Revenue earning has been pro-
jected at Taka 8,79,549 while
the expenditure was fixed at
Taka 94.28,756. The rest of the

money will come from other |

sOurces.
Local elite, poura commis-

sioners, journalists were pre-

mmhm

CoMiILLA
Stidénts, workers
clash, 10 hurt

July 200 Some 10 people
were , four of them seri-
. In a clash between the
rasa students
transport workers at Barura in

ul;lrrrlthnhlipm'tlhﬂ't
students over of ex-
orbitant bus fare. students
were coming from Amratall en
route to Barum. Al one stage, a
clash ensued and 10 people
from both the groups were in-
jured

The lour -rmuﬂy injured
were rushed 1o the health com

plex i Barura and others were
relcaned after firet asd

lransport workers filed a
case with the police.

BARISAL

BKB disburses
Tk :S4.15.¢cr

July 200 Bangladesh Krishi |
Bank (BKB) distributed Taka |

54.15 crore the farmers
of Barisal, Jhalakathi, Bhola
Pirojpur, Paiuakhali, Barguna,
Faridpur, Rajbari, Madaripur,
| and Shartatpur dur-
ing 1992-93 fiscal year, reporis
SS,

According to BKB, zonal of
iwee source, Taka 6.1] crore
were distributed in Barisal,
laka 5.92 crore in Bhola, T$
5.63 crore In Pirojpur, T
3.84 crore in Jhdiﬂhl, Taka
6.50 crore in Patuakhali, Taka
4 .84 crore In Barguna Taka
6 52 crore in Faridpur, Taka
2.87 crore in Gopalganj, Taka
3.65 crore in Madaripur, Taka
3.83 crore in Sharlalpur and
Taka 4.35 crore in Rajbari.
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A group of journali
Cotton Mills at Godnail under Narayanganj recently.

sts ﬁ'um nntlmal dailies, news agencies, Radio and TV visiting Chittaranjan
— PID photo

Two jailed for
assaulting
villager

CE:HILLA. July 20 : Two
people were awarded imprison-

ment l'nr different terms for in-
ju man, court sources
said on Tuesday, reports
UNB.

Learned found accused
Abdur Rab for
offence sentenced him to
suffer rigorous imprisonment
for five years and a fine of
Taka 3,000 or in default, to
suffer Rl for further three
months.

Co-accused Arshed Mia was
also found guilty and convicted
to undergo Rl for one year and
pay a fine of Taka 1,000 or in
default, to suffer Rl for further
one month.

The case, in brief, was that
e el o e e

na wi
and assaulted him

After examining the wit-
nesscs and records the Addi-
tional District Magistrate

delivered the judgement

and the

SIRAJGANJ, July 20: The
. river erosion in’ j con-
. tinues unabated as water of

the Jamuna and its tributaries
like Gumani and is
still flowing above the danger
level.

During last one week, two
sluice gates in Shahzadpur
thana were washed away inun-
dating vast s of land in
Shahzadpur para, Raiganj
and Tarash thanas.

Col of about 500 feet
areca of embankment at
Bhatpiari in sadar thana
washed away about 125
houses. More than one lakh

of the nine thanas are af-~
cither by floods or ero-
sion.

About 50,000 people of
Tarash thana have been ma-
rooned by t flood water.
1 Twen t villages have

been newly affected by flood
| under Ullapara due to rise in
| water level of Fulzar, Gumani,

From Our Currupnndent
Devanga and H-n'h: rivers. immense s No relief op-
People living in the char- Sration was reported as yet.
lands of Kazipur, sadar, 1,78,000 saplings
Belkuchi and Chowhali are in
extreme distress for want of fuel to be planted

and pure drinking water.
Erosion of Jamuna has ren-
dered about. 15,000 people
homeless during last one week.
About 8,000 have taken
shelter on the WDB embank-
ment.

The worst erosion affected
villages are: Manikpatol,
Meghai, Tekani and Sub-
hagacha in Kazipur, Mesra,
Bhatpiari, Satiastoli and
Saidabad in sadar thana, Char-
bhangabari, ia, Dighalia,
Thakurpara, Makimpur, Khi-
dramatia and Meghulla in
Belkuchi, Hizulia, Ghusuria,
Armasuki, Munshiganj. and
Betil in Chowhali, Gala,
Rupbari, Katzuri, Porzona and
Bahera in Shahzadpur thana.

The erosion affected peopie
of Sirajganj district are living in

Forest Department have ta-

k«l‘.‘;‘l up a :h:me to plant
1,78,000 sa in Sirajgan
district in 1993-94 fiscal year. j

Under the scheme, 1,23,000
saplings will be planted on 17
kilometer , 76 kilometer
a road, and 22 kilome-
ter embankment. The rest
55,000 saplings will be planted
in the campus of different of-
fices, institutions and organisa-
tions.

No electricity for
three months

The thana headquarters of
Kamarkhanda remains without
electricity for three months as
the 5 kva trans former went out
of order. The transformer of
Bangladesh Power Development
Board has not yet been repaired

Erosion situation deteriorates as |
water flows above danger level

in three months even after re-
peated complain.
Ansar, VDP rally
Ansar and VDP rally was
held in the local Bhashani

Milanayatan with ADM Asad 1

Ahmed in the chair.

Alhaj M Solaiman, Director
(Operation) and Shahabuddin
Mollah, Deputy Director, Raj-
shahi of Ansar and VDP were
present as the chief arid special
guest respectively.

Among others District Adju-
tant ABM Ashraful Haq and
Instructor of Kamarkhanda
VDP Raushan Ara spoke on the
occasion.

Three cheques each amoun-
ting to Taka one lakh donated
by PM were handed over to the
authorities pf three educational
institutions. The educational
institutions are Sirajganj
Government College, Gourl
Arban Girls' High School and
Ghorachara High School.
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COMILLA, July 20
Bangladesh Rifles rounded up
40 rs and seized a huge

gt S

from the border areas of
Chouddagram and Kashba
' thanas in the las! six months,
| reports UNB.
. The seized s while being
| smuggled into the country in
fIUdfd Iﬂdlln reecs. Iunms_

| blouse pieces,
| cows, goals,
swectmeat, ed
casscites, dru

luxury ite
1.37.08 345,
The goodsfy hile being smug
ghed out of t f country included
hilsha, br utensils worth
Taka 1,07,
A total Gf 97 cases were filed

with the foolios during the pe
ol y

otton yarn,
ered milk.
s. salt, video
and different
worth Taka

patrol party
| recovefed Indtan Phensidyl
| syTup Yorth abowt Taka 66 000
from Alckarchar on Dhaka

(IZ:iﬂlﬁ.m‘ Trunk Road on July

Farm land
IJ |
CHUADANGA, July 20

Cultivable land in all the four

thanas of Chuadanga district is

| Thpidly shrinking
According to an ugolficial

survey, nearly 5000 acres ol

Jcultivable land have becn

turned into other usage In

| Chuadanga wsadar thana,
| Alamdanga thana, Damurhuda
thana and J thana of
the district during the past few
years.
There are various reasons
rh:hind this shrin of eul-
tivable land. The of
the distriet is increasing at an
alarming rate. New

dwelling
houses are being built for the
ing reased I-lhnnn

-'H
w.rwk::: 'h-m-nq_

in the district covering
of _ngﬂtultuﬂr n‘

=T

cCas

The contraband goods were
handed over to the local cus-
toms officials and none was ar-
rested in this connectjon.

5 children drowned

Five children drowned when
a country boat capsized in
Gopalpur Haor in Daudkandi
thana on Wednesday.

The victims were identified
as Abul Kalam {7) and Al-Amin
(5). sons of Mohammad Alamgir
of Chandpur. Russel (10) and
Massom (8), sons of Matiur
Rahman of Khayera village and
Rekha (B months).

The boal, carrying 15 pas
sengers of three familics, cap
sized alter being lashed by a
gusty wind.

Mentionable that eight peo-
ple drowned at the same place
in a boat-capsize in 1989,

In another incident two pas
sengers were killed and five
others injured when two buses
collided head on at Protappur v
Chouddagram thana on

Thiirsday

The fidentity of the dead
could not be known.

Witnesses said the accident
occurred when a coaster col-
lided with'a bus coming from
the oppositc direction on
Dhaka-Chittagong Trunk Road,
killing two passengers on the
spol.

The injured were rushed to
Comilla General Hospital.

Police seized both the vehi-
cles from the spot, but the

drivers managed to flee.
Vendors evicted

The traders who had been
running their business by
grabbing the footpaths of differ-
ent parts of the town were
cvicted on Wed nesday.

The illegal occupants were
running heir business for the
last 12 years hindering trading
ol shop owners and movement
of vwehicles, offlicial sources said.

Mcanwhile, a hawkers’ mar-
ket having 200 shops has been
sct up at the townhall premises

to rchabilitate these vendors
and small traders but only 60

40 arrested with Tk 1.38cr smuggled goods

traders have so far availed the

opportunity.
Meanwhile, dwellers of the

town were seenr a little bit res ‘

laxed seeing the busy footpaths
and roads free from the tliegal
occupants.

Stipend given
Four wards of advocates of
Comilla Bar were given ‘Karim
Memorial Stipend’ at a simple
ceremony on the occasion of

death annive of renowned
lawyer and soctal worker Abdul
Karim of the district.

The District Judge dis-
tributed the stipend and certifi-
cates among the recipients.
They are Md Mahbubul Alam
Khan son of Advocate Shamsul
Alam Khan, Md Ismail Arafat
son of Advocate Md Nazrul
islam, Sajjad Hossain son of
Manjoor Hussain and Samina
Tarannum daughter of Advocate
Selim Haq Manju.

The function on the occasion
wils on Wednesday at
the residence of the late lawyer
by the "Karim Smriti Sangsad”.

on gradual decrease

From Our Correspondent

Consiruction ol about 350 gov
ernment and non-governmeni
primary schools, secondary

schools and colleges have also
covercd a large area of cul-

tivable land of the districi
Deccntralisation of administra-
ton in four thanas of the dis
trict during past regime which
created upazila complexes and
court buildings have also cov-
ered huge tract of agriculture
land in the district

Besides roads are being built
on the cultivable land in an un-
planned way . Many acres of
land have also been brought
under Lree Pm“m pro-
gramme on the farm with-
out considering the loss of
crops on which the country de-
pends mostly.
peris say that rapid
shrinkage of farm land would

shatier the economy of
Chuadanga district unless nec-
essiary stcps are taken by the
authority.

30 HSC examinees

Em“‘ﬂd #
A 1otlal of 30 HSC examinees
have so far been expelled from
the four HSC examination cen-
ires of Chuadanga district un-
der Jessore board on charge of
adopting unfair means in the
examination halls.
Of the total, 16 examinees
have been expelled from

Chuadanga government college

examination centre, six from |

Alamdanga college examination

cenire, three [rom Darsana
government college centre and
live drom Jibannagar college
examinatjon centre.

-

club premises.
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—| Khan,

Shamsun Nahar,
Khanam and others.

Early execution
of death
sentence of
Munir demanded

MADARIPUR, July 20: Local
elile, social-welfare and cultural
aciivists, journalists, business-
men, advocates, teachers, polit-
ical leaders in separate staté-
ments demanded immediate
execution of death sentence of
Muniruddin Suruj, reports
UNB.

They bitterly eriticised the of-
forts by a section of intercsted
quarter to defend the nelorious
killer and urged them to refrain
from such trrational demand for
the sake of law and justice.

Munir brutally murdered his
newly married wife Sharmin
Rima in April '89.

The signatories to the state-
menis are Prof Abdul Matin
Khan, Advocate Ahsanul Haq
Borhanus Sultan,
Khaledur Rahman Khan,

Jahangir Alam, Forkan Ahmed,
Salim Farazi,

Subal Biswas,
Mizanur Rahman Khan, Enayet
Hossain, Mujibur Rahman,
Anwara

One killed in
road mishap

KUSHTIA, July 20 : A bus
passcnger was under the

wheels of a speeding bus near

the wown on Kushtia Iswanrdi
Road on Sunday, reports UNB.
The deceased was identified

as Abdur Razzak of village

H.-I]mnpur in Daulatpur thana,
According to police, Razzak

was truvelling on a foot board of
the bus and met the tragic and
when he suddenly fell down

I'he body was sent to Kushtia

Gencral Hospital for aulopsy

July 20: Revegel ations on
scventeen thousand| acres of
cultivable lands wurider Deel-
Dakatia covering Miontrampur
thanas of Jessore, 'Fultala and
Dumuria thanas ol Khulna dis-
trict are affected dvae to faflure
of WDB (Water D evelopment -
lloard) to remov e stagnant
saling water from t! nere causing
miseries to farmers, said a
source.

It is learnt, loc al people cut
oflf Shahpur-Daul atpur side of
embankment of the
places in a bid t) clear off the
saline water. But the result was
reverse,

Inltud of chk:arance of the

tn ebb- lltlt becl
mwmully lfed new
areas in flow — iide nnlung the
whole scene inch=scriptive,

In the back d rop of this situ-
ation, WDB too k up a gigantic
programme of construction of
embankment a long the coastal
belt of Khulna :at a cost of Taka
one hundred seventy seven
crore out of ADB (Asian
Development Bank) fund on
physical survey of tnpnylphy
by teams of eicperts with a
to clear off 1.ra1erin;g1ng l“:um
fifteen beels connecting Beel
Dakatia for cultivation round
the year. The: work is scheduled
to start from beginning of 1995,

Meanwhile, an eme Y
action plan was initiated by
WDB at a cist of Taka one and
a half core iallotted by the gov-
ermnment to « ombat the situation
temporarily . According to thl:
work plan, it was sup
be compléted by the last’ day

illinur.

Removal of stagnant saline

water demanded
From 'Our Correspondent

scason with expectiation to
bring the BBecl areas under cul-

tivation in current Aman sea-

“Rou compleied re-excava-
‘tion of two mile-long Salua
canal under Food for Works
Prugrnmmt (FWP) and three
dgers were used for dredging
rht Salua river,

Iin the meantime tenders
have been invited for earth fill-
up of the fourth place at the
mouth o"Sondher khal. But the
work is being delayed despite
issue of work order well in time.
As such situation still remains
unchanged many villages in the
area, wenl under waler during
recent heavy downpour, a
source added.

It is learnt, dilatory tactics of
contractor have been the magin
reason behind this problem.

First tender was invited in
April last for this work and
work order was given in [avour
of Gazi Trader of Taka eight
lakhs, being lowest. But it did
not work within the stipulated
date. A fresh tender was invited
n May last cancelling previous
work order and forfeiting secu-
rity deposit. This time, conlrac-
tors were united themselves
and dropped tenders at Taka
thirty lakh. It was cancelled
agnin and security money for-
feited, being rate exorbitantly
high third time, work order was
given in [avour of Rising
Enterprise at Taka fifteen lakh,
being. the lowest rate. But de-
fault of contractor to start work
within scheduled date, mct
signilar fate, ¥

SIRAJMIANJ, July 20 : Five
-people were killed in separate
incidents in two thanas in the
last 48 hours till noon on
Sunday, r eports UNB.

Police sources said Razia
Khatun (13), of village Chak
Shahbajyrur in Kamarkhand
thana committed sui-
cide by hiwnging herself from the
ceiling of her house at around 7
pm Satur day.

A studdent of class nine of
Jamtoil H igh School Razia killed
herselfl as mother, on a trifle
matter, arsked her not to go to
school amy more.

The posst-mortem of the body
was perfoimed at a local hospi-
tal Sundayy

; w*ﬂﬂ ah?a":
ampur in Kamark thana
was clectrocuted when he came
in contact with a live wire at
around 8 pm Saturday. He met

Five killed 1n incidents
- 1n Sirajganj

the tragic end whiile he was

going to respond t) the call of
nature. Abdul M:yid (28], a

railway porter allegy ~dly commit
ted suicide by thrc awing himse If
under the Is of a runnirg
train on the Boral Bridge at
Dilpasha in Sirajgonj Bazas at:
around 4 am on S unday

The reason be’hind the sui-
cide could not l» known im-
mediately.

Two pedestrians was killed
at [Mghor in Raiganj thana on
Nagarbari-Bogrs Highway while
as ing truc k hit them from
behind on Satwa day moming.

According o) police Jahurul
Islam [30) die:d on the speot
whité Bablu [1 A& suht‘umtigzr
the Bogra Mohammad Al
Hospital. _

Separate ¢ ases were filed

with the police = .

KUSIHITIA, July 20 : The
number of drug addicted youths

is growing alarmingly in Kus-
htia town. Even youths in rural

arcas are starting to take drugs,
of different items foreign
made wine, country
made wine and like mor-
phine, sedative . Mrita
Sura and other type
of iquids con alcohol.
Accordi to non-eofficial
survey, Kushtia town and fts

suburbs have turned into open
markets of drugs. All kinds of
drugs and wine are available at
drug stores grocery and vendor-
shops. Cigarettes containing
Ganza arc also available in cer-

tain places.

The revials that ad-
dicted t are at present
10 per cent bt the numbe-was

fast

It is alleged that a well or-
ganised crime circle has been

smuggling these items of d
from India and allegedly so E
those here.

It is also alleged that the

drug addict young men are
being involved in various
crimes.

Weavers face

extinction

Weavers of Kushtia district
are facing crisia due to h
prices of yarn, dyes, ¢}

and other raw materials.

It is feared that U proper
steps are not taken inmwmediately
the handloom cotton weaving
industry of Kushtia which
eamed a countrywide fame will
soon face extinction.

Handloom cotton is
a very famous in Kushtia. Most
of the people of I.umlrhh-h
thana are weavers by

sfon. A large mamber

in Kushtia anci Khoksa

are also weave rs. The handloom
industries in these areas

severely affected the industry
and the weavers. It is reported
Bangladesh Textile Mills
Corporation (BTMC] has raised
the prices of cotton yarm to a
great extent as a result the
weavers falled 1o compete with

try .

Alarming rise of drug
addicts in Kushtia

From Our Correspondent

Large scak: Indian smuggled
sarces in the local markets at
cheaper price's are plants. This
condition fur ther depresses the
weavers' asp (ration tq produce:
better .qualit x and quantity uf
materials.

It ts for this reason thlt
many weaver s in Kushtia have
given up thei r hereditary occu-
pation and.a re now employed
either in agrk culture or in mills
or factories o1 - in other occupa-
tioris. The fat ¢ of those who are
still engagetl in their age old
profession are in a pitiable
condition ancl| facing an uncer
tain future.

Rectiified spirit

sold illegally

Rectified s pirit § being con-
sumed *&s  sucohol by most

youths in the district town

causing mora.! ation.

Residen{s complain that
most youths buy the spirit from
homeopathic doctors and take it
as alcohol mixing in water.

it is alleged that some dis-
honest ho meopathic doctors are
sclling the spirit to the addicts
al an exorbitant prices quite il-
legally

As per government rule li-
cences for rectified spirit are
only issued te the bonafide
homeopath practitioners and
hemeo medicine manufacturers.

Meanwhile drug addiction
among the youth has increased
here rnulinflﬂmmm among
the ts -

kpr;? and students
make the largest group of ad-
dicts, it is learnt.

| in
une nt
The number of landless and
are increas-

vide opportunity for

a substantial number of men in employed M 60 per
employment. But abnormal cent depend on

price hike of yarn, dyes and m 60 per
other raw materials have cent are ; r cent .,

have a few acres of land and
only 30 per cent have adequate
land property.

Erosion by rivers have ren-

dered many people homeless.
The farmers having a few acres
of lund can not afford to buy

the synthetic products and old necvssary inpuls like fertiliscrs,
men ported in the coun- seeds pesticides and even bul-
- = locks lor cultivation.



