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EC Vice-President
due Friday

Vice-President of the Euro-
pean Commission Manuel
Marin will arrive here on Friday
on a three-day visit to Bang-
ladesh. During his stay here,
Marin is expected to call on
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas and Prime Minister
HBegum Khaleda Zia. Besides, he
will meet Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman and
Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman, reports UNB.

New 10 taka note
from July 24

A new bank nole of Taka 10
denomination with the signa-
ture of Bangladesh Bank
Governor Khors Alam will be
inifially issued from Motijheel

office on July 24, according to a
Bangladesh Bank press release
here yesterday. This note will be
issued from other offices of the

bank later, the presa releasc |

added. The present 10 Taka

nole in circ will remain

simultaneously, the press
said, reports BSS.

First fire
fighting ship

Country’s first fire fighting
ship will be handed over to
Bangladesh Fire Service and
Civil Defence at a simple cere-
mony at Sonakanda iIn
Narayangon| tomorrow, official
sources said here yesterday
Home Minister Abdul Malin
Chowdury and Industries
Minister Shamsul Islam Khan
will attend the function 10 be

held at Narayanga
UNL. J
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Pakistan's caretaker Prime Minister Moeen Qurnhi (R) chatung with fﬂrmrr ane Mmmt.er
Benazir Bhutto at her residence in Islamabad yesterday.

— AFP photo

for Pak electoral reforms

ISLAMABAL, July 20 Paki-
sian's carcltaker Prime Minister

Moeen Qureshi promised today |

to consider proposals for
clectoral reform, as he began
talks with political leaders In
preparation for October general
clections, reports AFF

Meanwhile, the Election
Commission sald 1t would an
nounce by August 22 a detailed
programme for the polls

The Commission asked all
political parties o submit their
annual statements of financial
accounts as required under the
Constitution.

Qureshi met separately with
former Prime Ministers Nawaz
Sharif and Benartr Bhutto, the
main contenders in the coming
clection.

After hour-long talks with
Bhutto, Qureshi, swomn in only
Sunday, said the carctaker
government would “earnestly
consider” the reforms sug
gested by her to guarantee im-

fons.
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Govt's minority
shares 1n jute
mills on sale

Star Report

The government is moving o
shares it owns
in 16 jute mills now under pri-
vale manage ment.

According to offictal sources,
these shares will be offered 1o
the general public

A decision to this effect has
been taken recently after the
private management of 33 jute
mills denationalised in 1982
failed to take up the offer of
government-owned minority

. shares made to them.

in 1982 the t of
35 jute mills nationalised earlier
under PO (Presidential Order)
27 were transferred (o thetr
[rmer Bangladeshi owners. The
government retained ownership
ol 49 per cent ol the shares of
33 of these mills. In case of Lthe
remaining two such minority
shares were not retained.

in the backdrop of a plan

drawn up by the government to

restructure Bangladesh's jute
industry, the private manage
merits of the 33 mills were of-
fered in January 1989 the mi-
nority shares owned by the
government with a cut-offl daig
of June 30, 1993, to respond.

The management of only
rine of these mills have so far
expressed their intention of
buying out all of the minority
shares in their respective units
and have put up the required
moTney

The remaining 24 jute mills’ l

response o the t of-
fer has been lu Eight
jute mills owners have not re-
sponded at all while the owners
of 12 mills have sald that they
necd more time (o make up
their minds about buying the
shares. In the case of three
other privately owned jute mills,
only some of the private share-
See l'uﬂ" I‘] Col B

Shrimp production declining (

Shrimp and prawn produc-
tion from marine industrial and
inland capture fisheries in

has been declining

rﬂ the past several years,
to a recent study.

Cmﬂmﬂd by INFOFISH, a

Kuala Lumpur-based inter-gov-

ernmental isation, the

study also indicates the falling

trend in export of ma-
rine products, both in value and

quantity.
INFOFISH, of which
is also a member,

deals with information on fish-
in the Asia-

on th: study, pnpaud possibil -
ities of mnt:dmth: P

in problems
that ﬁlgl:‘mc growth of the
seclor.

The report said that
Bangladesh was one of the
biggest producers of freshwater
prawns in the world. "However,
presently there are signs ol
falling production of these
specics from inland fisheries.”
the report added.

During 1985-86,the annual
catches of prawn from rivers of
Bangladesh was 28,959 metric
tonnes, came down (o
19,552mt in 1988-89.

As regards Bangladesh's ex-
poft earnings from the fishery
sector, the study report uid

By Chapal Bashar
Lately, there has been a falling
trend in export of ma-
rine in value and
quan Mthhmm
ﬂputtt','nlut during 1984-85
over the figure for 1979-80 was
nearly Iﬂwmm
hlhuu:: has shown a de-
clining trend.

Elylm-mll:m
was a negative growth in value
of exports while a reduction in
quantity was evident even dur-
ing the 1987-88 period.

The mentioned that
shrimp culture boom In

Soulhecasi Asian countricse has

alfécted the competi-
tivencss of shrimps [rom

B-.n;hdvuhdunn;th:ptrhd
mainly due to
tion. "The mm

tively lower wvalue in the expont
markets, less return for the
primary producer and fall in
production,” the report added.

Japan was the biggest im-
porter -of shrimp from

h till 1988, but now
the US claims this position.
Belgium and UK are the mar-
kets which have increased their
shrimp imports from
Bangladesh lately.

The report said that the
shrimp production in
Bangladesh from extensive
farming could be increased. It
said: Considering the low rate
of shrimp production oblained

from extensive cullure larms at
resent, there is scope for en
ﬂandng the yield through miner
modifications in stocking,
elimination of predators and
unwanted species as well as
fertilizing. The shrimp farmers
should be helped through ex
tension services and by provid-

ing infrastructure facilities and
finance lhrnugh judictous in-

vestments, the report recom-
mended.
The INFOFISH study also

stated that while there was still
scope for enhancing fish and
shrimp production from beth
capture and culture’ sources,
there was need for caution
while choosing the mosi appro-
priate technology for meeting
objective.

The envifonmenial f{aclors
are of paramount importance in
this country, especially in view
of the frequent natural calami-
tics wvisiting its coastal arcas
and plains in the forms of flood,
cyclones and tidal waves, the

study report said.

It also suggested that rather
than incrcasing the area used
for aquaculture, the desirable

option for Bangladesh should
be to increase the present rate
of production through necces-
sary modification in traditional
practices without any drastic
increase in cost of inputs.

|

Politics
gong wild!

HYDERABAD(India), July 20:
The wife and two daughiers of
an opposition peliticlan were
stripped and paraded naked in
the south Indian state of
Andhra Pradesh by a local
leader of Prime Minister
Narasimha Rae's Congress
Party, opposition leaders al
leged woday, Reuter.

said incident on
Friday, in which the three
women of an opposition Telugu
Desam Party(TDP) member were
allegedly humiliated in a local

political feud, had stirred seri-

ous tensiong” In m A
coastal temple town.

TDP President N T Rama
Rao, & former Chief Minister of
Andhra Pradesh, said the
women were dragged outl of
their home by a Congress
leader, the local village chiel

Rao said the chief was an-
gered by the TDP member's bid
to put his won name forward
as onc of the sponsors of a
statue of Mahatma Gandhi be-

fore it was formally inaugu-
rated.
Gandhi, leader of India’'s

independence Movement, is
revered in India as an apostle

|*of peace.

Rao

]

accused the police of
deliberately not arresting the
culprit.

Minister remgns in protest

TOKYO, July 20: In a highly
unusual Cabinet confrontation,
an oulspoken minister de-
manded Tuesday that Prime

Minister Kitchi Miyazawa resign,

The sudden decisign by
Mosts and Telecommunications
Minister Junichiro m fur-
et weakenod
fic grip o powe
ruling m
clections Sunday.

Later in the day, Miyazawa,
73, hinted that he had already

made his decision to as
lcader of the mlm;m

Democrats and prime minister.
I have no intention of just
hanging onte my pesition,”
Miyazawa told party leaders
who had urged him to step
down. "] am doing this job at
the party’s behest It will de-
termine my fate ”

Miyazawa, considered a lame
duck since losing a no-confi-
dence vote in June, s
party members Monday when
he refused to resign, saying
would make his own
afller considering party views.
Party insiders said they ex-

Miyazawa may have
to quit Thursday

vied Miyazawa Lo announce
E. tlon durtng & meet-
LDP

ing el lawmakers

'I‘hurtdl}

Iﬂt-hl on h' "
The Liberul Democrats hqw
governed Japan sinee their

s formation in 19586 and *

party
claim eredit for the country's
evonomie growth,
Sull e Liberal Democrats
won 223 of the &1 seilts I the
Sce Page 12 Col 7
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Pru-leﬂ:ut: demnnltratmg in Kathmlndu yutdrdny ﬂm'mgr the second day of a nnhnnmde

transport strike called by seven communist parties in which six people have been repor

ted

killed. The demonstrators called for the rﬁmgnluun of the Prime Minister G P Koirala.

— AFP phﬂm

2 more die from
bullet wounds
in Nepal

KATHMANDU, July 20: Two
women died from bullet wounds
in police firing in five districts of
Nepal on Menday bringing the
death toll to six during a na
tionwide transport sirike called
by communist factions, party
officials said today.

However, the second day of
the 48-hour sirike today ended
peacefully after the government
had relcased 17 arrested com-
munist MPs and more than
2.000 activists overnight.

During the police [iring
Monday, four people had been

: killed and at least 60
wounded, while party sources
said 3,000 were arrested.

Necpal communist party
General Secretary Madhav
Kumar Nepal said Tuesday two
women, Kausalya Ranabhati
and a young daughter of
Ramchadra Dahal, succumbed

See Page 12 Col B

Floods snap Ctg-Cox’s
Bazar road link

From Our Correspondents

llcavy, incessant rainfall
aver the past two days has fur-
ther aggravaled the flood situa-
tion in many parts of the coun-
try

Our Cox's Barar correspon-
dent rts movement of vehi-
cles between Chittagong and
Cox's Bazar remained sus-
pended 1ill three Tuesday after-
noon sinoe parts of the highway
connecting e two districts
wenl under water due to hl:wy
overnight radn. 2

The along with an
onrush of waters, also in-
undated a large area of

Kharulia of Cox’s Bazar dis-
trict, affecting about 300
houses.

About one kilometre of the
road in Cox's Bazar Sadar
thana and about three kilome-
tres in Lohagara thana of
Chittagong district went under

3 to 4 fect of water during pe-
riod.

The rain started at about 7
yesterday evening and contin-
ued upto two this alternoon.
Sources said incessant rain

the Bnn?rhln and
Rangamati hill districts went
huge volumes of water down
the rivers in the region, causing
i wdation to the lowlaying ar-
Las.

The Matamuhuri river in
Chokoria thana was overflow-
ing its banks, flooding ecight
villages in its vicinities.

Low areas of Kutubdia,

in

Maheshkhali, C and
Teknaf thanas also inun-
dated by increase of
water. Four _ villages of
Shahporirdwip union in Teknaf
thana went under water.

About 1,000 people of

Sce Page 12 Col 6

Administrative reforms report due in Aug

By M Anwarul Haq

Major reforms in the admin-
istrative system of the country
nn: on the anvil.

comprehensive report on
unprmrl: economic manage-
ment and administrative re-
structuring” now under prepa-
ration is ex to be submit-
ted 1o government through
the UNDP sometime In the first
week of August.

A team of UN experts is
preparing the public adminis-
tration sector study at the ini-
tative of the which
indicated its desire to restruc-
ture the public administrative
sysiem to better serve the peo-
ple.

Accordingly, the UNDP, un-

der the fifth country programme
for Bangladesh, reached an

agreement with the govern-
ment 0 "engage in an exercise
lo develop prescriptions for
change In the Administrative
system.”

A United Nations team led
by Dr. AT Rafiqur Rahman,
head of the UN on
public administration is in the
city and will stay for a month to
discuss the findings and pre-
g.r! the report. The team mem-

s comprise severdl experts
from the US, UK and South
Korea.

Dr Rafiqur Rahman talking
to The Daily Star yesterday said
that the UNDP team has pre-
pared only the initial report and
has not yet drawn up the rec-
ommendations,

“We want to involve the local

people for the study and have
already completed the formula-
tion mission in October 1992,
he said.

The preliminary findings
should'be ready by July 23 and
will be discussed with a high
level advisory team under the
chairmanship of State Minister
for Establishment Barrister
Aminul Huq, Dr Rahman in-
formed.

A series of workshops and
seminars on the administrative
experience of other countries
are also planned.

These arc «xpected 1o be par-

ticipated by persons with ch
rience in governance and public

management, including parlia-
mentarians, government ofli-

clals and business leaders.

The special wurklhopl are
expected to be conducted by the
Bangladesh Management
Development Centre (BMDC),
the Planning Commission and
the Parliament Secretariat with
view Lo crealing awarencss
about governance and man-
agement systems, particularly
in leading Aslan and European
counirics.

"The enlire study is being
conducted for transparency, ac-
countability and consensus
buflding for improved perfor-
mance in the Bangladesh ad-
ministrative system.” the UN
expert stated.

Giving a background of the
proposced reforms, [Dr Rahman
siid the purpose of the study is

See 'age 12 (ol |

Multinationals to double
investments in Asia

GENEVA, July 20: Foreign
investment by multinational
corporations is likely to pick u
during the rest of the decade af-
ter a sharp slump over the past
two years, according to a new
UN report, reports AP.

The report
Conference on Trade and
Development, due to be pub-
lished Wednesday, said inflows
into deve countries would
likely to double by 2000 be-
cause of an anticipated surge in
investment in Asia and Latin
America,

The World Investment Report
1983 sald multinational corpo-
rations had become a key force
pushing integration of the world
economy . It said they controlled

the UN

about one third of private pro-
ductive assets worldwide.

in the carly 1990s there were
37.000 multinational corpora-
tions with 170,000 foreign affil-
lates, up from 7,000 co
tions two decades ago, the re-
port said.

it said the tions con-
trolled a stock of foreign direct
investment totaling about dirs 2
trilion and were responsible for
foreign sales of an estimated
dirs 5.5 trillion.

The largest investor
in 1990, in terms of book value
of foreign assets, was the Anglo-
hutch corporation Royal Dutch
Shell. The US multinationals
Ford, General Molors, Exxon

See Page 12 Col 6 f
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‘Bangladesh government

Clinton fires
FBI chief

WASHINGTON, July 20
Presidemt Bill CHnton fired
Federal Bureau of Investgation
(FBI) Director Willkam Sesisons
Monday afier he refused to re-
sign. reports AFFP

Attorney General Jane! Reno
asked Sesisons to resign over
Lhe weelkend, and when he re-
fused Clinton e him
Monday and dismissed him ef

fective immediately, the
President sadd

raised about the conduct and
of the Director of the

FBI', Clinton said in a iclevined

news conference. The

said he had conchuded that

Seaisons could "no effec
Hvely, lead the Bureau”,
! Iin January, the Justice

[epartment accused Sesisons
of ethical lapses, such as asing
governmeni vehicles for per-
sonal trips, taxes on
chauffeured travel, using m
funds to bulld a fence around
his home and recetving a
‘sweetheart” deal for a home
morigage.

Srsinons has derded the alle-
galions,

Chnton named Deputy FBI

| MHrector Floyd Clarke as Acting

See Page 12 Col B

PM’'s condolences
for flood-hit
Americans

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleds Zia yesterday offered
Bangladesh's help to the United
States in tackling the post -flood
situation there, reports UNB

Ina o US Prestdent
Bill Clinton, Begum Zia con-
veyed her deepest sympathies
and condalences o all those af
fecied by the unprecedented
Noods n the mid west ;

"As 8 woken ol our concern
in this tme of triml ‘we would
like to stand beside you offgring
our help in whatever humble
way we can,” said the Prime
Minister.

She further said thal the
government and people of
Bangladesh recall in particular
the invaluable assistance of the
United States task force
Operation Sea Angel’ in the af-
termath of the devastating cy-
clone of April, 1991.

BSS adds: Bangladesh has
decided to send tea and jute
bags to the United Stales, a
Foreign Ministry spokesman
said :

Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman informed
Bangladesh's decision to US
Charge D'affaires in
Bangladesh yesterday.

The US envoy thanked the
for
this welcome gesture of sup-

o
AL for making
tOMOITOW'S
agitation a
SUCCess

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami League Central
Working Committee (ALCWC)
yeslerday decided to utilise the
party's full strength to make the
party’s cou agitation
against the government tomor-
row a success. -

The announced the
programme last week to protest
alleged government corruption
and repression of opposition

- aclvists.

According to the programme,
the party is scheduled to bring
oul processions and hold public

_rallies across the country to-

MOTTOW.

The party working commit-
lee, in an emergency meeting
last night, reviewed the pro-

gramme, especially the 15
Demand Day' lcl'mdulerfru;'r
July 25.
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" Capital machinery

may be made

duty-free: Anwar

The government is consider-
ing a proposal to make import
of r.:apitll machinery duty free
for ex -orfented industries,
Commerce Minister M K Anwar
said in Dhaka yesterday.

He was addressing the in-
stallation ceremony of the
newly-elected executive
committee of the Bangladesh
Garments Manufacturers' and
Exporters' Association (BGMEA)
as the chief guest, reports UNB.

Anwar strongly advocated for
competitive incentives lo local
industries, particularly the ex-
port-orienmted ones

Local industries often fail to
compete with foreign products
both within the country and in
the international market be-

See Page 12 Col 8



