Wheel Balancing
so Important ?

An out of balance wheel can
cause vibration of the steering

wheel, loss
and abnormal tyre wear.

in fuel

economy

To ensure smooth running, wheel
should be correctly

assemblies
balanced.

‘Bangladesh seeks $ 100m
aid from Saudi Arabia

RIYADH, July 19 Bangla-
desh has sought larger financial
assistance from Saudi Arabia
for its dewvelopment projects,
Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman said here today, re-
ports BSS.

Rahman, now on a visit to
Saudi Arabia, tokd a press con-
ference at the Bangladesh em-
bassy here that the proposed

included purchase of

new locomotive engines and

- carriages, building of bridges
and rural electrification.

He said Bangladesh was
secking 100 million US dollar
financial assistance from Saudi
Arabia, of which 20 millon
dollar would be utilised for
bridge construction, 30 million
dollar for procurement of loco-
motive engines and carriages,
20 million dollar for rural elec-
trification, and the rest 30 mil-
lion dollars,for completion of
the Teesta Barrage Project

, which is already being funded
by the Saudi Fund for
Development (SFD).

The minister said he had
submitted the proposals to his
Saudi counterpart Mohammed
Aba Al-Khail during a meeting
with him. He said the Saudi
minister assured him that the

p‘lﬁdﬂ would be considered
in COUTSE.

Saifur Rahman recalled that
Saudi Arabia had always been
in the forefront to help
Bangladesh in times of natural
calamitics. Following the cy-
clonic devastation in 1991,
Saudi Arabia made a substan-
tial donation of Saudi riyal 400
million, which he said helped
greatly in the implementation of
rehabilftation projects under-
taken for the cyclone victims.

These included construction of
the m se lone shel-
ters, building of houses and
roads, provision for drinking
water, reconstruction of food
storage godowns, telecommmu-
nication tower and coastal em-
bankments and import of fer-
tiliser.

The Finance Minister said
enough cooperation existed in
agro-based industries espu::ﬂy
in fisheries, shrimp culture
dairies, adding that the Saudi
Bangladesh Industrial and
Agricultural Investment
Company (SABINt O) was doing
well. It had so far provided fi-
nancial assistance amounting
to Taka 878 million in local
currency and 15 million US dol-
lar in foreign currency to 35
projects.

He said the projects taken
up for implementation were in
the shrimp and fish culture,
dairy, leather, textile engineer-
ing. chemical, glass, ceramic,’
cement, paper and edible oil
sub-sectors. Twelve projects
had already gone into operation,
he added.

Clinton threatens
to fire FBI
Director

WASHINGTON, July 19:
President Clinton will fire FBI
Director Willilam Sessions
Monday if Sessions does not
resign, administration officials
said, reports AP.

Clinton summoned Attorney
General Janet Reno for an al-
ternoon session, said the offi-

cials, who spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity.

Benazir : Drug money
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She said she met Safjad to-
day to discuss her demands for
clectoral reforms to prevent
horse trading and to ensure free
and fair polls, and requested a
meeting with Quereshi to raise
similar issues.

‘We need confidence-building
steps to develop a process not
tainted with drugs money,
Bhutto said, The amount used
in 1990 was used in a manner
to undermine the holding of
elections.'

In 1990, Quereshi visited
Pakistan in his capacity as
World Bank Vice-President and
issued a scathing attack on the
nation’'s economic problems.

He woiced dismay at the
prevalence of drugs, bribery and
corruption " and described
Pakistan as deeply divided and
violent where 'organised thug-

gery can go virtually unnoticed’.
: Drugs are believed to be a
billion-dollar industry in
Pakistan. It is, after Southeast
Asia'e Golden Triangle, the
world's st source of heroin,
much of it imported as opium
for processing from Afgha-
nistan.

Bhutto demanded an elec-
toral code of conduct and an
end to what she called the slan-
der.and character assassination

that have marred previous
campajgna and warned that

the elections could be meaning
less without reforms.

She said her campaign
would focus on economic is-
sues, ,

'This country needs good
cconomic management, to re-

duce inflation, reduce the
widening budget deficit and to

reduce borrowing,' Bhutto said.

Sharif has said he would
base his manilesto on his drive

to modify a martial-law era

constitutional amendment that
empowers the President to dis-
solve Parliament and sack the
Prime Minister.

[Related story on Page 5]

Sylhet threatened
with fresh floods

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, July 19: With tor-
rential rains continuing for the
last two days and onrush of wa-
ter from hilly regions across the
border, the greater Sylhet region
is threatened with fresh floods.,

Low-lying areas in five
thanas — Kanaighat, Gowain-
ghat, Jaintapur, Companyganj
and parts of the Sadar thana —

have already been ihundated.
The local Met office recorded

390 mm of rainfall during 36
hours t:nding at 6 pm today.

Hartals can't stop
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of yesterday's hartal the Prime

Minister said it was called for

the sake of opposition only.

She said, with a note of sar-
casm, that the hartal-callers
were now busy counting the
number of hartals they had ob-
served during the BNP rule. The
opposition, Begum Zia said, did
not count the number of
bridges, culverts and roads
constructed during the last two
years. _

The Prime Minister was criti-

- cal of the opposition's negative
approach towards the country's
‘development s, say-
ing they were more interested to
talk about the activitics of the
‘Nirmul Committee’ and to raise
new issues instead of address-
ing the serious national issucs
like poverty alleviation, em-

7 nt generation and other
wellare-oriented progranunes.

Begum Zia said, the partics
which had brought falsc allega-
tions of corruption against the
government would also fail in
their attempts to tarnish the
image of the BNP because the

were well aware of their
-scale corruption in the
past.

Begum Zia welcomed the
newcomers to the BNP and
urged all members to work

unitedly for strengthening the

organisalion and implementing
fhe development activities of the

nt.
re must be an end to

hartals, strikes, barricadcs and
sieges”, the Prime Minister said,
adding there should now be
more work and less talk.

"We have no time to waste”,
she reminded.

Begum Zia also reminded
the people's representatives of
their roles in the development of
the eountry and ur the UP
chairmen, members and munic-
ipal commissioners to be more
active to help attain national
progress.

She urged them to make the
'Food-for-Education’ and other
programmes aimed at increas-
ifunlg the rate of literacy success-

The Prime Minister sounded
a note of warning those

 lound negligent of their duties,

and said accountability and
rule of law must be established
at all tiers of the society. Not
only the ministers and MPs, but
also the burcaucrats, teachers
and the members of other pro-
fessfonal groups would havc to
be accountable, she said.

About the local problems of
Begumganj, the Prime Minister
promised to look into them. She
also said a telephone exchange
would soon be lrutalhd there.
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hartal Monday.

Besides the Awami L:ague
and the Jatiya Party, an as-
sortment of smaller opposition
political groups and the
Ekatturer Ghatak Dalal Nirmul
Committee supported the coun-
try-wide hartal.

In Dhaka, all educational in-
stitutions including the Dhaka
University and the Engineering
University remained closed.

Barring some rickshaws au-
torickshaws and ‘tempeos,’ most
vehicles remained off the
sireets.

The pro-hartal activists
chased and stoned the defiant
rickshaws which tried to ply on
' the streets, particularly at
Shahbagh, Farm Gate,
Maghbazar, Gulistan, near the
Secretariat, the Dainik Bangla
crossing and at Motijheel.

Attendance in the govern-
ment offices was thin while
banks and other financial insti-
‘tutions operated behind shut-
ters. Private trading hUUI-Ed
were seen shut.

. Some domestic and inierna-
tiona: flights from the Zia
International rt were de-
layed but no flight was can-
celled, airport officials said.

Railway officials said all
trains left and arrived at the
Kamalapur Station on schedule.

Inter-district passengeg
buses left from the Sayedabad,
Gablali and Mohakhali

bus °

A pu:kateer hurhng sl:.nnes nt a truck dunng jﬂ?“it-ﬁ'!‘dﬂ}’ 5 hnrtal in th city.

Hartal observed

terminals but were halled out

side the city by pickets.
Sporadic clashes between police
and hartal supporters ook
plaee at Maghbazar, Gulistan,
Azimpur, and at the Dainik
Bangla crossing while crude
bombs and crackers were set off
at places of the city

Police used batons to dis-
perse an opposition rally near
the Maghbazar crossing at
about 11:30 am, leaving at
least a dozen activists and
pedestrians wounded.

Picketeers set fire to a
‘tempo’ near the Mouchak mar-
ket and damaged two private
cars at aboul B:30 in the
morning.

Riot police broke up a Jatiya
Party rally near the Dainik
Bangla and chased another
procession brought out by the
organisation.

Witnesses said that arthed
youths, allegedly backed by

. police, attacked the 381, Bara

Maghbazar residence of Awami
League leader Akhter Sarder at
about 11 am. Some 20 youths
carrying pistols and sawed-off
rifles swooped on the resi-

dence and tried to break the
collapsible gate, they said.

The attackers also stormed
some nearby shops and looted
goods before leaving in the face
of resistance from local people.

Awami League ‘and the obher
opposition political organisa-
tions brought out processions

—Star photo

peacefully

during the hartal hours at dif-
ferent parts of the eity,

Near the Jatiya Press Club,
the windscreen of a truck
kessore Ta 892) s
was broken by ﬂn&mﬁ:ﬂ
picketeers.

Witnesses said that pickets
stoned a car g the Dhaka
City Mayor Mirza Abbas MP
when he came eut from the
Secretariat at about 11 in the
morning.

Residents said several cock-
tails were lobbed near a pro-
cgssion of the pro-AL Chhatra
League when it crossed the Alia
Madrassah premises
Bakhshi Bazar. None was, how-
ever, injured, they said.

One person was admitted at
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital with wounds after be-
ing hit by shrapnel at the
Plassey area in the morning.
The victim was id:nl.iﬂud as
Abdul Aziz.

Meanwhile, ngrmpnfharlal ;

enforcers afternpted to assault

journalist Gias Kamal Chow-

dhury, president of the BFUJ,
in front of the Nirmul Co-
mmittee office on Topkhana
Road at around 12:05 pm but
some opposition leaders present
restrained the attackers.

Our correspondents, in their
despatches, reported peaceful
observance of the half-day har-
tal all over the country.

Demand day
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CPB criticised the government
for not acting in accordance
with the Nov, 1990 joint decla-
ration of the three alliances, of
which the ruling BNP was a
partner. “"No clected government
can ignore r demand in

- such a manner,” he remarked.

Nahid demanded that a ‘pro-
independence’ and 'pro-people’
government be instal in
power.

Ganatantri Party felt that the
country was being pushed
backward under the leadership

of Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia.

Besides, AFM Mahbubul
Haq, Sharif Nurul Ambia of the
5 party alliance, Nurul Islam of
the CPB, Alhaj Abdus Samad,
Maulana Ahmedur Rahman
Azmi and Dilip Barua of the
PDF, Bheikh Asad of the Janata

= Party and Mofazzal Hossain

Choudhury Maya of the AL also
addressed the rally.

AL central leaders including
Abdul Mannan, Tofael Ahmed,

*MP, Sa Choudhury, MP,
Matia Choudhury, MP, Moham-
mad Nasim, MP, K M Jahangir,
MP were also present.

Mohammad Afzal of the:

wntmtmpa with Iraqi nfﬁma]t yesterday in Baghdad.

'I'he head of the UN speclal commission Rnlf Ekeus (C} talks to Jﬂurnahsta after Endm

Iraqi N-programme
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when Washington launched a
cruise missile attack on intelli-
gence headquarters here in a
revenge strike for an alleged
plot to assassinate former US
President George Bush. Bag-
hdad had argued that the UN
embargo imposed after the
invasion of Kuwait three years
ago should be lifted before long
term monitoring of its weapons
programme began.

It says it has complied with
a gulf war ceasefire resolution
ordering the elimination of its
weapons of mass destruction.

Ekeus said however that

now the Iragis “have stated
they are ready to comply with
the plans for future monitoring
and verification”.

The UN Security Council had
wamed Iraq of "serious” conse-
quences if it persisted in its re-
fusal to allow UN weapons in-
spectors either to install surveil-
lance cameras or seal equip-
ment at the Yawm Al-Azim and
Rafah test sites, 60 kilometers
south of Baghdad.

He gave no details of the ac-
cord on the sites, but said it
was a "better solution” than

scaling the two facilities, The -
. breakthrough came on Suaday

when lraq presented a punluun
paper which contained “"certain

positive elements,”. including
possible implementation of
Security Council resolution 715
on monitoring of its wecapons,

Ekeus said therc was an
"indirect link", between the
talks on weapons monitoring
and negotiations for the re-
sumption of Iraqi oil sales,
which have been halted: Uﬂd':l'
the embargo.

Sylhet viewers

go without BTV '

programmes

From Our Correspor.dent
SYLHET, July 19: Television
viewers were deprived of the
pleasure of watching BTV pro-
grammes in the Sylhet region
today due to a sudden break in
transmission.

The TV transmission went ofl

the air at 8:18 am today and
remained snapped till filing of
this report late last night.

An official of the BTV here
informed this correspondent
that lightning struck three
transformers thiis morning,
during down the automatic
voltage regulators.

He added that steps have
been taken to bring new trans-
formers from Dhaka.

We offer COMPUTERIZED WHEEL
BALANCING at nominal charges.

JP: Huda
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cratic” decisions of the present
JP leade ship.

“The entral leadership itself
had filed cases against the
current .eaders for making the
party a ‘coterfe organisation,™
Chowdhury's statement added
and said that "A numbey of
leaders, ncluding the Secretary
General, have been removed
from the party to make it a B-
team of another party.”

. The eplit in the students’
wing wes the outcome ol the
long-standing anomalous
policica of the present leader
ship, he asscried.

The aissident student lead-
ers Sunday announced a 71-
member committee of a new or-
ganisation styled the Jatiya
Chhatra Samaj.

Troubles in the JP started
brewing scveral months a
when Secretary Gencral Shah
Moazzem lHossain was removed
from his position, allegedly for
not doing enough to secure the
release of jatled party supremo
former president H M Ershad
and also for misusing party
funds.

Several former ministers
and mid-ranking members are

said to be Dbacking
Chowdhury’s move.
Party insiders statcd that

former Deputy Prime Minister
Dr M A Matin, who resigncd
from the Jatiya Party ahead of
Ershad’s ouster, may also take
a leading position in the new-

grouping.

Students call
strike today

By DU Correspondent
Different student organisa-

at | tions have called a countrywide

strike today in the eductional
institutions to protest a pro-
posed increase of tuition and
other fees.

The student bodies also de-
manded implementation of their
10-point charter of demands.

The organisations include
the Ganatanhtrik Chhatra
a left-leaning Eight-party al-
liance, the pro-Awami League
Chhatra League (M-I) and
Chhatra Oikya Forum.

The ongoing examinations in
all the schools, colleges and
universities have, however,
been exempted from the strike,

nrgarljacrn said.

Nepal
From pagie | col 7

launched the two-day strike to
press for the resignation of

Prime Minister Girija Prasad |

Koirala, charged police with
making "Indiscriminate arrests”

"to create tension and “panic

the general public.”

Nepal also said that at
Gulmi, 190 kilometres west of
Kathmandu, the Chief District
Officer (CDO) had ordered police
to open fire at the protest
marchers. But when the police
refused, the CDO fired into the
crowd.

Miyazawa
From Page 1 Col 5

The SDP suffered a stunning
defeat, gamering only 70 seats
cnmpared with its pre-election
strength of 134 and paving the
way for a new era of multi-party
cﬂnsrrv&tism

"The traditional pulitical
fm.tm:wurk with the LDP and
SDP atting as the major pnIitL

cal players has collapsed,” the
Yomiurt Shimbun said in an
editorial today.

"The first step has now been
made toward a far- reaching
political realignment in an era
of post-leftist ideology which is
seeing the plura.lisatiun of eon-
scrvative parties,” the mass cir-
culation ﬁl}r said.

How that realignrent
translates into government was
still unclear Monday.

The LDP could attempt to
lead a minority government, but
most observers predicted the
ruling party would seek a coali-
tion with the LDP breakaway
partics,

Shinseito (the Japan 'renewal
party}, lormed last month by
fermer Finance Minister
Tsutomu Hata, won 55 secals
Sunday, while the Japan New
Party (JNP), founded last year
by former LDP prefectural gov-
ernor Morthire Hosokawa, won
35. The third LDP splinter
group-Sagigake (pioncer party)
also formed last month-took 13
seats.

The JNP and Sagigake
planned to hold talks today to
discuss reactions to other par-
ties plans for a coalition gov-
ernment, party officials said.
Neither party has ruled out an
alliance with the LDP.

Shinseito and four estab-
lished ition s incluyd-
ing the SDP said they would be-

gin negotiations as EETE as
Tuesday to coordinate po

‘on forming a coalition lhat
' wnuld exclude the LDP.
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US, DPRK close to an accord

GENEVA, July 19: The United States and North Korea held

new talks late
an accord that would defuse a

and diplomats said they
poicntial crisis over Pyongyang's

close o

nuclear policies, Spokesmen for the US and North Korean mis-
sions in Geneva said Assistant Secretary of State Robert Galueri
and First Deputy Foreign Minister Kang Sok Ju were holding
what should be their final session.

Rao blasts Russia for
scrapping rocket deal

NEW DELHI, July 19: Prime Minister PV Narastmha Rao on
Monday criticised Russia for rencging on its pledge to sell rocket
technology to India due to pressure from the United States, the
Press Trust of India (PT1) said. Rao's comments on the

rocket deal is his first statement since July

16 when Moscow

scrapped the 350 million dollar contract to sell eryogenic en-
gines and rocket technology for India's fledgling space pro-

granune, I'EPCII'I'E AFP.

Foreign banks
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cluding the esh Che-
mical Industries Co ation
(BCIC), the Bangladesh Textile

| Mills Corporation (BTMC), Pet-

robangla and the Power Deve-

lopment Board.
The foreign banks have al-
ready notified the Finance

Ministry about their inconve-
nience and are awailing re-
sults. '

Meanwhile, sources in the
Finance Ministry said the new
measure of listing banks with
whom public sector corpora-

| tions can maintain transactions

has been taken following the
crash of two investment com-

panics — the Bangladesh Com-

merce. and Investment (BCI) and
National Credit Limited (NCL) —
last year. Some public seftor
corporations had maintained
accounts with these non-
banking financial institutions
and many of them lost huge
sums, especially because’of the
collapse of the BCL

The closure of the Banlt of
Commerce and Credit Intema-
tional (BCCI) also cost many
government corporations a lot
of moncy in iual deposits.

Handout
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in fall swing during the hartal
period,

ctorate, the handout said, in-
dustrial units and heavy mills
and factories in Chittagong also
funetioned normally despite the
hartal, Work in Chittagong Port
was normal and so was railway
movermnent.

As usual, light transport and
rickshaws plied in Chittagong
city.

Activities were also normal
in the industrial belts of Khul-

na, Rajshahi and Bogra and

railway services in those areas
was normal, the handout said,

All public and private sector
mills, and factories, barring a
few, in the Tongi, Narsingdi,
Mirpur, Narayanganj and Tejga-
on industrial areas functioned
normally during the hartal pe-
riod.

The handout said, all the
riverine craft under the BIWTC
also operated on schedule.

The handout, quoting Minis-
try of Communications sources,
said all the outgoing trains from
Kamalapur Station the
Parabat Express, the Upakul
Express, the M Prab-
hati and the Padma Express —
departed on time. Due to engine
faults, departure of two local
trains out of four ‘was however

delayed. The Jayantika Express
lelt an hour behind schedule
because it had arrived late.

The Dhaka-bound trains —
the Upaban Express, the
Jamuna Express, the Noakhali
Mail and the Chittagong Mail —
reached Kamalapur Station be-
fore their ar:hcdxﬂnd arrival. The
Ekota Express reached Dhaka
one hour behind schedule due
to a delay at Feni.

The departurcs of other mail
trains, local and cxpress trains,
were normal, '

In the metropolis, BRTC
buses started plying on the

roads in phases and by 11 am .

all the BRTC buses were on the
roads, BRTC buses in Bogra
and Chittagong also plied nor-
mally.

All flights of Bangladesh
Biman, both domestic and in-
ternational, except for delay in
departure in one or two cases,
operated normally during the
hartal period, the handout said,

AL statement
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| {strative executives are asked

for.

He said that it was not nec-
essary for him to issue a state-
ment in this connection. Since
the prominent leaders like act-
ing president and soCTe -
tary of the Awami had
given the statement, T think |
should give my reply to the na-
tion for the sake of courtesy,”
he added.

Quoting, the Lab-nur Dire-

- would be carried out taking

Nirmul body to
continue
agitation

Leaders of the "Ekatturer
Ghatak-Dalal Nirmul Comm-

fttee” yesterday said they will

continue their agitation until
the trial of Golam Azam as a
‘war criminal” is held in a spe-
¢ial tribunal, reports UNB.

"Hy observing the country-
wide hartal yesterday” the peo-
ple had given their support to
the demand for a trial of
Jamaat leader Golam Azam,”
they said at a post-hartal rally
in front of the Committee office
al Topkhana Road.

The Commiittee, in support of
its demand, had earlier called
for an eight-hour countrywide
hartal from 6 am to 2 pm, co-
inciding with the programme of
the 15-party alliance led by the
Awami League and the Jatiya
Party.

The rally, organised by the
city unit of the Commitiee, was
presided over by Sadek Ahmed
Khan

b . )
Tokais
Froom Page 1 Col 2
hold jobs but later on  he saw
his friends being whisked away
on a police truck.

All the entrances to the rail-
way station were blocked during
the mid night raid, he said.

Sultan confirmed that his
comrades were detained in the

Motijheel police station
overnight.
In the Motijheel police sta-

tion more than a hundred
tokais, aged between eight to
25, were seen squatting on the
corridor yeste

Khalil, slightly older at 20,
confessed that since the anti-
Ershad days he has been taking
active part — usually for a
small fee — to enforce hartals
and was arrested several times.

Unlike usual people, the
group at the Motijheel thana
yesterday maintained smiling
faces apparently free from any
anxiety and knowing full well
that thtir immobilisation was
only temporaty and they would
be released soon after the hartal
hours.

Motijheel thana sources mid
that their‘guf:sts had all left the .
police station at around 2 pm
yesterday.

Funds for JPP
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anonymily.

FPCO sources said that t,he
final detail planning and design °
of the JPP was scheduled to be
placed for approval at the EC's
June 15 board meeting at
Brussels, Belgium.

Now, with the indication of
fund suspension, the JPP's fu-
ture seemed uncertain, they
added.

Organised by the Greens in
the Ewuro-Parliament, the
Strasbourg session is being
considered as the olficial
launching of the anti-FAP
movement in Europe.

The resolution by the Euro-
Parliament has put Bangladesh
to plan a counter sessfon at
Strasbourg next year.

However, Alain Vanden
Abeele, head of the Caissg
Francaise de Development
(CFD), the other partner in the
JPP studies, said France was
fully eommitted to the project
and implementation of the JPP
inte
consideration the eoncerns ex-
pressed by the European
Parliament.

The Jamalpur Priority
Project, jointly financed by the
EC and France, is an Elpt]"]-*

mental flood control pro
covering an area of more t
orme lakh 79 hectares of land
with an over 12.33 lakh popu-
lation.

‘The study area includes
Jamalpur, Dewanganj, Isla-
mpur, Melandaha, thlr'ln*
and Sharishabari thanas o
Jamalpur district, Phulchari
thana of Gaibandha district,
Sariakand! of Bogra and
Kazipur thana ol Sirajgani
district.



