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fresh attack on
UN peacekeepers

MOGADISHU, July 19: For-
ces of Somalia warlord Moham-
ed Farah Aideed mounted a
fresh atitack Sunday night on
UN forces at Mogadishu air-
port, journalists in the capital
reported, says AFP.

Several mortar shots were
heard followed by automatic
gunfire lasting about 10 min-
utes. Helicopters of the US
rapid intervention force took off
after the shooting died dewn.

No information on casualties
was available from the UN force
an hour and a half after the at-
tack started, US helicopters
were still circling over districts
near the airport where US for-
ces carried out intensive sear-
ches for arms on Saturday and
Sunday.

UN troops at the airport
came under attack on Wednes-
day from Aideed forces bent on
“avenging” comrades killed on
Monday when a house belong-
ing to an Aideed aide was
bombarded.

Meanwhile, US troops laun-
ched a fresh sweep for weapons
near the capital's airport Sun-
day, conducting house-to-house

scarches as US helicopters
buzzed overhead.

The US troops scaled a
neighbourhood where several
houscs used by the UN peace-
ktl:]ﬂmr:‘g mission in Somalia are
loca

On Saturday the troops
searched another neighbouring
area between the afrport and a
polytechnie.

The scarches were prompled
by an attack Wednesday on UN
troops stationed in the airport
area, The gunmen who laun-
ched the attack are believed to
be supporters of fugitive Somali
warlord General Mohamed
Farah Aldeed.

This weekend’'s operations
were Lhe latest in a series of
strong-arm measures by US
troops who have spearhecaded a
UN crackdown on Aideed's fac-
tion, which 'the world body
blamecs for the deaths of 24
Pakistani peacekeeping soldiers
last month.

On Sunday, Aideed support-
ers staged an anti-US and anti-
UN demonstration in the capi-
tal. Many of the demonstrators
were tcenagers and children.
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Shevardnadze puts off Israel trip:
Georgian President Eduard Shevardnadze has postponed
indcfinitely an official visit to Isracl due to start Monday
because of fighting in the ¢x-Sovict republie, officials said, AFP
reports from Jerusalem,

The Georgian head of state began peace talks Sunday to try
to resolve the confliet with Abkhaz scparalists.

UK bases put on alert: srush muitary

bases were put on alert for a possible terrorist attack after two

Delence Ministry fuel tankers disappeared from a defense

compound, police said on Sunday, Reuter reports from London.
The two vehicles with military number plates were driven

from the compound in west Sussex in southern England on

Friday night on Saturday.

&kTht Defence Minister refused to comment on the security
'rt.

Bus mishagﬂ claims 25 in Peru:

Al least 25 people d when a bus carrying about 60
passengers o a rcligious festival in northern Peru tumbled

down a 300-metre (yard) Clfl, polite sources said, Reuter
reports from Lima.

Police rescue leams on Sunday were working
and bodics from the site about 400 km (250 miles) north of

Lima, the sources said,
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6 more Palestinians shot in Gaza:
Six Palestinians were wounded by bullets fired by Isracli troops
in the occupied Gaz Strip on Sunday, Palestintan sources said,
AFP rts from Jerusalem,

Two were hit in clashes with soldiers at Jabalia refugee
in the evening. They were taken to Ahli Hospilal in Gaza,

Two others, including a child aged 10, were wounded earlier
at the same camp, when soldiers opened fire on youngsiers who
threw stones at them. The child was said to be seriously hurt.

A woman and a teenaged boy suflered minor bullet wounds
al Rafah camp during incidents al the funeral of a 39-year-old
man who dicd on Friday from gunshot wounds.

CPC team leaves for N Korea:.

of officials of the Communisl Party of China [CPC) left
here today for the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK)
at the fnvitation of the ceptral commitice of Workers' Party of
Korea, reports Xinhua from Beifing.
The CPC officials delegation is headed by Shu Huaide,
Secretary -General of the Political Seience and Law Commitiee
of the CPC central commitice.
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ASEAN officials start
preparatory talks

SINGAPORE, July 19: Scnfor
oflicials of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) began three days of

preparatory talks today ahecad
of an annual mecting of their
forcign ministers here Friday,

reporis AFP.

Among topics the official will
discuss are regional security is-
sucs, a US for a sum-
mit of the Asta-Pacific Economic

Cooperation Forum and the sit-
wation in Cambodia after the
withdrawal of UN peacckecping

ROK to delay
sending troops
to Somalia

SEOUL, July 19 Scouth
Korea will delay sending a 250
member army engincer unit 1o

mindstry announced that
the unft, due to leave on

Wednesday, will now not ravel
until July 30.
Sending the troops will con-
stitule South Korea's first par
ticipation in a UN-peacckecping
opcration since it joined the
workd body in 1991,

The postponement is duc to

ﬂlﬂﬂt?hthn-

diner Sunday at which a pro-

posal to include China and

Russia in a dialogue on security

issucs between senior officials

ol ASEAN countries and their

major trading partners was dis-
ssed.

cu

"We discussed how to bring
them into the dialogue on secu-
rity issues. Everybody think it 1s
okay. We are discussing how we
can include them,” an ASEAN
source said.

Sendor officials of ASEAN,
which groups Brunei,
Indonesia, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Singapore and
Thatland, and their dialogue

held their first security
m here in May.

Officials said that the 26-
ycar-old grouping was con-
cerned over a le escala
tion of tension in the South
China Sea because of territorial
disputes over the Spratly is-
lands .

The group of islands and

atolls, which straddle vital sea

International

Benazir emerges winner (QUs

In triangular fight

ISLAMABAD), July 19: Pakis-
tan’s main opposition leader
Benazir Bhutto emerged clear
winner in an army-sponsored
overnight shake-up that led to
the exit of both the president
dnd his prime ministerial rival,
diplomats and analysts said
today, reports AFP.
~ Almost all diplomats gave
high marks to the role played by
Army Chief Abdul Waheed in
ending the month's old crisis
and averting a collapse of the
country’'s democratic system.

' The solution has also
helped in regional stability as
there is a s a risk of India
taking advantage of turmeoil in
Pakistan,” one diplomat ob-
served.

Analysts pointed out that
this time the army had come to
the rescue of democ in
Pakistan, whose history is re-
plete with repeated military in-
terventions. |

Both President Ghulam
Ishag Khan, 78, and Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif, 45,
stepped down “in the larger in-
terest of the nation” and the na-
tional assembly was dissolved

for the second time in three
months late Sunday.

Ishaq Khan handed over the
all powerful portfolio of presi-
dent to the senate chairman
Wausim Sajjad, 52, who became

taker prime minister. Similar
changes were eflected in the
country's four provinces where
former army officers or judges
have taken over as governors
and chief ministers.

Benazir

acting head of state under the

country's constitution,

Sharif was replaced by
renowned economist and former
World Bank Executive Moeen
Qureshi, 63, who became care-

... winner in overnight shake-up

The caretake administrations
will ensure impartial elections
to be supervised by the army.
Elections to the National Asse-
mbly would be held on October
6 and those to the provinecial

assemblies on October 9, an
official notification issued after
the departure of the mutually
hostile leaders said early today.

“ 1 have been maligned too

much, but history will vindicate
me,” said seasoned bureau-

crat Ishagq Khan in his nation-

wide parting speech before

dawn Monday, drawing the cur-
tain on his 652-year long in-
volvement in the country's ad-
ministration and politics.
Sharif in his own broadcast,

full of torrents of rhetoric, said,
- "the real issue

was based on
conslitutional contradictions
and personal ambitions.”

His address, scen as the

opening shot in his campaign
for re-election, repeatcdly re-
ferred to the “conspiracics and

intrigues” hatc hg' Httca}_
opportunists and t fes o

the country's economy and the

people’s prosperity to under-’

mine the democratic system.
“I have accepted their chal-
lenge. The war with the opposi-

tion has s ed and it will con-
tinue on all fronts,” he said,

predicting that the masses
would return him “ this time

with even greater majority."

Profiles of new Pak President, PM

ISLAMABAD, July 19
Following are brief profiles of

Wasim Sajjad and Moeen’

Qureshi, sworn in as Pakistan's
interim President and Prime
Minister Sunday night:

Wasim Sajjad , 52, is an
Oxford educated tar-
ian known for his cool temper-

~ament and amicable conduct.

Born at Jallandher in India
before the birth of Pakistan in
the partition of the sub-conti-
nent in 1947, Sajjad has been
chairman of the B6-member
Senate, the upper house of par-
lHament, since December 1988,

Sajjad had earlier replaced
Ghulam Ishaqg Khan as Senate

chairman when the outgoing
President relinquished the office

following the sudden death in
an aircraft crash of former

military ruler General
Mohammed Zia-ul-Haq on
August 17, 1988,

Sajjad earned a degree in
jurisprudence from Oxford
University in 1966 and later a
bachelor of civil laws and an MA
degree from the same institu-
tion. He trained as a Barrister
at the Inner Temple in London.

As a practising lawyer, he
appceared in several important
constitutional and civil cases

and later, as a parliamentarian
held the posts of Justice and

Parliamentary Affairs Minister
from 1986 to 1988.

Moeen Qureshi
ISLAMABAD, July 19: Moeen
Qureshi, 63, {s an economist
with an impressive record of
service in senfor positions at the
International Mone Fund
(IMF) and the World Bank.
Holder of a Doctorate in
Economics from Indiana
University in the Untied States,
Qureshi began his career in the
government of Pakistan in 1953
and held various responsible
positions in Finance and
Planning.
Qureshi served in various

capacities with the IMF from
1958 to 1970, including service
in West Alrica as the IMF's resi-
dent tative in Ghana.

He held the rank of senior
advi<or at the time of joining
the International Finance
Corporation (IFC] in 1970. He
setved in the IFC as economic
adviser and vice president be-
fore being appointed executive
vice president in February
1977.

In July 1979, he was con-
currently appointed vice presi-
dent (finance) of the World
Bank. In. Adgust 1980 he was
appointed a senior vice presi-
dent of the World Bank.

'bharles not

fit to be King'

LONDON: More than half the people questioned in a Daily
Mirror poll published Monday felt Prince Charles was riot fit to
the crowned king, reports AP on Monday. -

One in six of those questioned by pollsters ICM also thought
the British monarchy would not survive much beyond the end

of the century.

Asked whether Charles was
* [it" to succeed his mother,
Queen Elizabeth 11, 37 per
cent of respondents said he
was, while 53 per cent said he

was not and 9 per cent didn't }

know,

should pass directly
Charles or to his eldest son,
Prince William, respo

were almost evenly divided.

Thirty-six per cent opted for |

Charles, 33 per cent for
William:and 20 per cent for
neither. '

Respondents were also
evenly divided on whether
Princess Diana should be
crowned queen if she remains
scparated from Charles or if
the couple divorce — 43 per
cent said yes, and 43 per cent
said no.

“These results confirm how

Asked whether the crown |
lo PN

ndents P

r

e -

Charlc’s marriage breakup and

his relationship with Camilla Parker Bowlcs have turned public
opinfon against them," the newspaper said, referring to this

longtime married women [riend

The poll said that 42 per cent belicve Britain would be better
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AMBALA (India) : R

ocks are strewn ac "oss railway tr

acks Saturday in northern Haryana state
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in the wake of monsoon flooding whicli has submerged nine states in the country taking the
death toll to 446. The floods, which .re an annual feature, have damaged communication
networks, railway lines and highways.

— UNB/AFP photo

Floods death
toll rises to
446 in India

NEW DELHI, July 19: Unpr-
ecedented floods in Punjab,
llaryana and Himachal states of
India have claimed 30 more
lives, taking the death toll to
446 with the situation in the
region continuing to be grim,
the Press Trust of India re-
ported Monday, Xinhua says.

It said Punjab reported the
maximum number of deaths fol-
lowed by Himachal and Har-
yana slalcs.

The flood situation in Har-
yana further worsened on Sun-
day and over 25 villages had
been ravaged and abut 80,000
people badly aflected by the
fury of floods.

In Punjab state, thrre still
many places were submicrged
and tens of thousands of people
marconed although the fluod is

ing to recede as the rain-
fall lessened on Sunday.

Kabul seeks aid for victims
of Russian artillery attack

KABUL, July 19: Afghanis
tan on Sunday appealed for
emergency aid for the victims of
what it called cruel artillery
atlacks by Russian forces from
across the border in the former
Soviet Central Astan Republic of
Tajikistan, reports Reuter.

Presidential spokesman
Abdul Aziz Morad told reporters
that about 360 peoplc had been
killed or wounded in attacks
last week in Takhar province
and food and medical aid was
necded.

A government spokesman
said on Saturday an emergency
mecting ol the Afghan cabinei
had decided o ask the United

Nations to halt deployment of
Russian forces along the border
and suggested Lalks to solve the
problem.

Russia flew extra troops 1o
Tajtkistan on Saturday to pro-
lect the border against Tajik
recbels, who last Tuesday
launched an attack in which 25
Russians and 100 Tajiks digel.

Tajik fighters fled to Afgha-
nistan after defeat in a civil
conflict last year. They had
mostly backed at Islamic gov
emment in Tajikistan that col-
lapsed.

Morad said about 6,000
p-eua::! had been displaced in
Tak

province by Russian ar-

tillery attacks.

“This cruel bombardment
mecans the Russian government
is repeating its old mistake, -
Morad said, referring to 10
years of military intervention in
Afghanistan by the former
Soviet Union.

An Afghan army General
said Kabul was not sending
additional forces to Takhar to
face Russian attacks.

Another report says: Aboul
40 rebels and five government

soldiers have been killed in a |

clash in the former Sovict
Republic of Tajikistan., the
Russian news agency ltar-Tass
siid on Sunday.

|

20 feared dead in
Madhya Pradesh
stampede

NEW DELHI, July 19: At

least 20 pcople were feared
dead and more than 100 in-

jured today in a massive stam-
pede at Hindu festival in the
central Indian state of Madhya
Pradesh, the Press Trust of

India {PTI) said, reports AFP.

More than 100,000 pilgrims
were in the temple town of
Ombkareswar, BO kilometers (50
miles) from the city of Indore,
when the stampede occurred
following an clectric short cir-
cuit in some floodlights, the
news agency reported.

Six bodies were brought to a
hospital but details of the other
deaths were not available.

Fifth year of detention begins

Suu Kyz1 still unbowed, steadfast

BANGKOK, July 19: Aung
San Suu Kyi, the diminutive
Myanmar's dissident whose

gantzations and promincnt in-
dividuals continued to demand
her relcase.

Aung San Suu hyi

The biggest no’u came in
February when eight lellow
Fhul’rhlmczrlﬁh
ncighbouring Thai after
Myanmar denied them entry

visa.

They brought an open letter
signed by 13 Nobel laureates,
including former Soviet leader
Mikhatl Gorbachev and Tibet's
spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama,
which called for the “immediate
and unconditional release” of
"our sister.”

The laurecates also ouh'icly

winner: "1 a message for
the SLORC — this is just the
beginning.”

The high-profile visit brought
a cry -::fluuu-ng: from the
SLORC.

Khin

ered
gene

widely consid-
anmar's most
accused the laurcates
of blatantly interfering in
Myanmar's domestic aflairs, of
being pawns of unspecified se-
cr:t“orpniuunn and — after
they visited a Myanmar refugee
camp ‘~ Thailad — of meeting
with terros st groups.

"We have no to change
our internal political and hu-
man rights policies because of

their actions,” Khin Nyunt said. |

Later adding: "There is no hu-
man rights abuse in Myanmar.”

Last April, after things qui-
eiencd down, Aung San Suu
Kyi's [amily was permitted to
visit her again.

"Her spirits and her convic-
tion remain as steadfast as
ever,” her hushand, Michel Arts,
said later in a statement,

ofl without a royal family and that 16 per cent don't think the
monarch will survive the next decades,

If fund that 83 per cent believe the queen has her
royal duties well since asce to the throne in 1952, but that
16 per cent think she has not been a good mother to her four
children '

Men surveyed listed Queen Mother Elizabeth, widow of King
George V1, as their favourite member of the royal family, fol-
lowed by the Queen and Diana.

2000-yr old giant
egg found

SYDNEY: A giant egg found by children in western Australia
was of the ancient elephant bird of Madagascar and was 2,000
years old, scientists said here today, reports AFP.

Scientists at the Australian Nuclear Science and Technology
Organisation (ANSTO) said they had verified the age of the egg,
using carbon dating techniques accurate to within 150 years.

Head of ANSTO's acceleralor mass spectrometry group, Dr
Claudio Tuniz, said the age of the egg made it "absolutely
certain the egg is from the Madagascan elephant bird Name

from an Australian prehistoric giant Emu.”

The egg was discovered in sand dunes at Cervantes in
western Australia by three children on holiday with their
families earlier this year.

It measures over BO centimeters (32 inches) in circumstance
and has a capacity of 7.3 litres— equivalent to 150 chicken

Scientists confirmed the egg was laid by an Aepyrnis
Maximus, a giant Ostrich-like bird known as the Elephant bird

of Madagascar. ;
Mao Tse Tung in movies
under fire

BEIJING: The actor who plays China's late revolutionary
leader Mao Tse Tung in moves is under fire for wanting to make
a capitalist success out of acting the part of the communist
hero, reports Reuter.

China’s media was now starting to revéal the high price Gu
Yue demands for making an appearance, sald Sunday's
Yangcheng Evening Ncws, received in Belfing on Monday.

Gu, whose receding hairline and square face make him al-
most an exact look-alike of Mao, is the man who gets the
part of the founder of the communist state in the scores of his-
torical and pro films made each year.

The newspaper said Gu demanded as much as 12,000 yuan (
dollars 21,00) for appcaring as Mao at a local festival.

That is a huge sum ol money for a country where most work-
ers make only about dollar 35 a month.

“ People from all walks of life excitedly argue that “Chairman
Mao's should not bargain over price;” the ncwspaper said.

Mao was the symbol of austere communist egalitarianism,
and it was not until well aller his death in 1976 that making
moncy became respectable in China.

S African conservatives
boycott democracy talks

JOHANNESBURG, July 19 :

Those muid'b:wd-

Black and white conservatives = comed to return but could not

boycotted the resumption of
Soutlh African democracy nu:F:)—

liations today but other negotia-

tors agreed the talks must go
on, reports Reuter,

The Zulu-based Inkatha
Freedom Party Chief
Mangosuthu Buthelezi and the
hardline white Conservative
Party stayed away in protest at
rejection by the multi-racial 26-

y conference of their de-
mands for virtually autonomous
homelands. -

Inkatha also secks a virtual
veto on decisions by the confer-
ence, saying it wants agreement
that "suflficicnt consensus” can-
not be reached without it.

The talks two weeks ago

by consensus to sct April
27 as the date for South Alrica’y
first election in which blacks
will vote. Inkatha says a vote
cannot be held under current
levels of violence and without
agreement on the form of the
new South Alrican state.

Four groups — the I[FP,
Kwazulu, the Conservalive
Party and the Alrikaner
Volksunic (Afrtkaner People's
Union} — were missing when
talks resumed at the World

Trade Centre outside
Johannesburg.
Representatives of the

Concerned South Africans
Group ([COSAG), the
four plus black homelands
Bophuthatswana and Ciskei,

thered at a nearby hotel to

iscuss ‘WM

Ruling N Party nego-
tiator Lmnu‘:.ﬂn-h ::nl:.
porters the must

“There must be an agreed
negotiated settiement,” he said.

Communisi Pa.rty Chalrman
Joe Slovo told the conference

then complain about decisions
taken in their absence, he
added.

"We are nol going to allow
this process to be held to ran-
som,"” he declared.

The talks then went into dis-
cussion on a technical commit-
tce report on an independent
media commission to ensure
equitable treatment of political
pariics by broadeasting ahd
government information ser-
vices.

Chiefl government tor
Roelf Meyer said he was confi-
dent inkatha would attend ne-
golialions again.

7 blacks shot dead
in Johannesburg

JOHANNESBURG, July 19:
Gunmen flagged down a taxi-
van and ordered the passengers
oul of vwhicle, then shot sevwen
blacks with pistpis and AK-47
rifles, police said Monday, re-
ports AP,

The pre-dawn shooting

in Germiston, just out-
side Johannesburg, appecared
linked to the vicious feud be-
tween the African National
Congress and the Inkatha
Freedom Party, the country's
two largest black groups.

One of the attackers stood in
the middle of the road with a
flashlight and waved down the
taxi van, which pulled over to
the side, police said.

When the van stopped,
about 10 gunmen surrounded
the vehicle and demanded all
the Zulus grt out and stand t©
one side The %l wire told to
He lace down ahd ey ER8-
m“.‘-d. nﬁ:'uniir.-,,-, i g B -,_'.

The attackers secmed o be
targeting Inkatha members,
most of whom are Zulus, police
said.




