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Nepal, Bhutan to form
jt committee on
refugee problem

KATHMANDU, July 18: After

committee to resolve
the Bhutanese refugee problem
in Nepal, the Fnrlﬂn Ministry
annoupced here today, reports
AFP,

A ministerial level delegation
headed by Nepalese Home
Minister Sher Bahadur Deupa
had left Kathmandu for Thimpu
last week for the talks. |

A joint communique issued’
simulta sly in Thimpu and
Kathmandu on Sunday said,

and Bhutan have agreed
to form a ministerial level joint
committee secking to resolve
the problem of Bhutanese
refugees presently taking shel-
ter in Nepal's southeastern dis-
triet.”
. The committee will comprise
six members, three from each
side, headed by the respective
home minister, and the first
meeting of the committee will be
held in Kathmandu in the near
[uture, the joint press commu-

nique said.

Before taking any concrete
steps for the repatriation of the
refugees, the commitiee will
categorize the presenily
living in Jhapa district, 390
kilometers (243 miles) south-
cast of Itnthmﬂh:. it said.

A Nepalese home ministry
source said that more than
100,000 Bhutanese refugees

have entered Nepal for food and
shelter.

The United Nations High
Commissioner for Relugees
{UNHCR) has established six
refugee camps for the refugecs

while food and ather facilitics

are supplied by various Non-
Governmental Organizations.

The US, Germany, Japan,
Australia, Canada and other
countries are helping the
UNHCR to run the camps.

The Bhutanese, of Nepalcse
descent, had escaped to Nepal

‘after Bhutanese authorities

clamped strict cultural code,
dealing out harsh punitive mea-
surcs lo anyone who disobeyed
them.
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Rains claim 7 lives in China:
least seven people were killed during heavy rainfall in northemn
China's Shaanxi Province, a news report said today, reports AFP

from Hong Kong.

Some 263,000 pceople in Shaanxi, one of China’s

poorest re-

gions, were affected by rainfall which damaged farmland, high-
ways-and dikes between July 11 and 15, the semi-official China

News Service was quoted as saying.
Indian President in Turkey:

India's

President Shankar Dayal

Sharma met in A.nkara

Saturday with the Democratic Party leader Bulent Ecevit on the
sécond day of a four-day visit to Turkey, the Anatolian news

. agency said, AFP reports from Turkey.
Sharma dined Friday following his arrival with his Turkish
counterpart Suleiman Demirel, e is spending two days in

Istanbul before leaving Monday.

Thai Gen to visit Russia: maamy

commander General Wimeol Wﬂnf\v
later this week to inspect milita

anich will travel to Russia
ry equipment including

transport helicopters, the Bangkok Post reported on Sunday,

says AFP from Bangkok,

Wimol was interested in a Russian barter deal offers whereby
50 per cent of the price of the M1- 17V helicopters will be paid in
the form of agricultural products, said the paper, citing uniden-

tified mIIiLa.ri SOUTCes.

14 Pa

estinians shot in Gaza:

Isracli soldiers on Saturday shot and wounded 14 Palestinians,
including four children, in clashes in the occupied Gaza Strip,

Fﬂihﬂrlln sources said, AFD

The incidents oecurred in the Shati refugee camp

from Gaza City.
, they said.

According to witnesscs, many |sraelf palmll drove all day
through the area and the strip's refugee camps to avert ponfbll:

incidents,

Armenian attack leaves 16 dead:

An Armenian artil
Karabakh killed |
saying, AFP reports from
Shells fell on

attack in Lhe

ool chrllil;idulllwﬁaﬁt::rda

nierfax news agency gquo t ri
Moscow.

region near Nagorno
and wounded 50,

fence Minister as

Adgam ftself, as well as a refugee camp and vil-
lages in the region, the ministry .

Fighting around the town, l{tullnd east of the breakaway

| Armenian-majority enclave of N

agorno-Karabakh, has inten-

sified in recent weeks between Azerbaijani forces and Armenian

troops from Nagorno-Karabakh.

US-Russia accord on
jt space exploration

WASIIINGTON, July 18: The
United States and Russia
Saturday to study the
feasibility of expanding joint
space cxploration, including
putting a manned space station
hﬂnnrhtt reports AFT.

The agreement came (wo
days after Russia agreed 1o
frecze part of a proposed con-
tract to sell rocket engines to
India.

Washingion had said the
deal violated international ex-

Moscow agreed lale
Thursday o freeze part of the
rocket engine sale and to refuse
o scll India other tech
linked to rocket engine devel-
opment, US officials said

Friday.
, The compromise could allow

Runian companics to have a
share in launching US commer-
cial satellites or in a US project
to build a space station.

According to & White House
statement released Saturday,
the US-Russia space explo-
ration t called for a
study that will examine the
possibility of putting a manned
space station into orbit, the
statement said.

The project, scheduled for
completion by August 31, will
also consider joint activities
that could include Russia’s
MIR-1 space station and the US

space shuttle programme [rom
1995 10 1997

A previous joint agreemoent
called for a linkup between the
US space shuitle Allantis and

ﬂun-laﬁ spaceship MIR in
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Leaflets dropped over Mogadishg _

UN troops urge Somalis
to disavow Aideed

MOGADISHU, July 18: Thc
UN peacekeeping force in
Somalia (UNOSOM II) dropped
thousands of leaflets over
Mogadishu on Saturday calling
on residents to disavow warlord
General Mohamed Farah
Aideed, a military spokesman
said here, reports AFP.

The leaflet also offered an
explanation for the raid last
Monday by US helicopter gun-
ships on a district on
Mogadishu in which more than
50 people died in an attack on a
building where Aideed was be-
lieved to be in hiding,
spokeswoman Major Leean
Swieczkowski said.

"The United Nations have
destroyed the command centre |
of the Somali National Alliance
(SNA, Aideed’s organisation),”
the leaflet said.

“The SNA officials who were
killed were responsible for the
deaths of six innocent Somalis.

............

_jected criticism of the mission,

The SNA said woman and chil-
dren were killed, but that was
pure propaganda,” il continued,
urging the SNA to replacce
Aideed with "more responsible
leaders.”

Swieczkowski said that 350

* American troops, backed by

Egyptian forces, took part in a
five-hour arms search operation
earlier Saturday near Moga-
dishu airport in which three
anti-tank rockets, two mortar
shells, five rifles, two assault
rifles and a wvariely ol other
weapons were seized.

Reuter adds: UN Secretary-
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali
on Saturday defended the world

's operations in Somalia,
saying the United Nations must
be allowed to fight for peace in
the war-ravaged African state,

In an interview with the
weekly Der Spiegel news
magazine, Boutros-Ghali re-

Relatwes t.nlk tn a defendant at a Cairo mlhtar_‘,r murt du:rtng the trial nf' 32 Ialamu: mlhtanta

which has evolved around
whether the UN should pursue
its light against Somali warlord
Mohamed Farah Aidecd or scck
dialogue.

"We have to be in a position
to fight militarily — to fight lor
peace,” Boutros—Ghall said in
the interview released before the
magazine's publication on
Monday.

"One prerequisite for suc-
cessful aid missions is that
peacekeepers are prepared and
able to use Jorce,” DBoutros—
Ghali said. The UN blames
Aideed for the killing of 35
peacckeecpers in Somalia since
June 5.

Boutros-Ghali acknowledged
that the world body [aces diffi-
culties and blamed member
countries for failing to pull their
weight by not paying promised
funds or providing enough
troops for peacekeeping mis-
sions.

lle said that the enough
troops had been present early
enough in Bosnia — scene of a
15 - month-old war between rival
Muslims, Serbs and Croals —
they would have deterred war-
ring factions from committing
some¢ of the bloodshed there
which ];Fls killed tens of thou-
sands. "Much less would have
happened,” he said.

An earlier rcport says:
Troops from the US rapid inter
vention force conducted housce-
lo-house searches for weapons
in a dawn security sweep near
the capital’s airport Saturday, a
UN spokeswoman said.

US helicopters buzzed over:
hecad as ground forces sealed off
a large area between the airport
and a polytechnical school lo-
cated near the K4 strategic
roundabout, searching houses
and shacks making up refugee
camps in the area.

on Saturday. The militants are chnrged with murder, armed robbery and the attempt to

overthrow the government.

— UNB/AFP photo

Russian claim on Sevastopol

Ukraine demands UNSC meet

LONDON, July 18: Ukraine
has demanded an urgent
meeting of the United Nations
Security Council to discuss the
Russian parliament’'s declara-
tion that the Crimean port city
of Sevastopol is part of Russia,
the Ukrainian news agency
Ukrinform reported Saturday,
reports AFP.

Ukrainian Foreign Minister
Analoly Zlcnko made the de-
mand in a lctler handed 1o the
current Sccurity Council
Chatrman, British UN ambas-
sador Sir David Hannay, by

Kiev's ambassador to the United
Nations, Viktor Batyuk, the
agency saild, monitored here by
the BBC.

The Russian parliamentary
decision, made announced ear-

lier this rnnnth. sented "a
T of the univer-
sally acknowledged principles

and norms ol intcrnational law”
and was "an undisguised en-
croachment on Ukraine's terri-
torial inviolability”™ Zlenko said
in the letter.

lie described the Russian
statement as a "gross violation”

of Moscow's obliga tiuns as aUN
member and uf its bilateral
agreements with Ukraine, and
recalled that Sevastopol had
been part ol Ukraine since
1954.

Ukraine, therefore , called on
the Security Council "to use all
its authority” to secure the ab-
rogation of the parliamentary
decision”, the letter said.

The Crimea, previously part
of the Russian Federation, was
handed to Ukraine in 1954 as a

goodwill gesture by then Soviet
leader Nikita Khrushchev.

India to allow
human rights

groups

NEW DELHI, July 18 : India
said today that it would allow
human rights groups to visit the
country but added that travel to
insurgency-stricken regions
would have to be cleared in
conjunction with concerned
state government, reports
Reuter.

A government statement said
human rights organisations
would be permitted to wvisit
India "to see for themselves how
human rights safeguards oper-
ate in various parts of the
country”.

"The timings of such visits
will be settled in consultation
with the ment of India
and concerned state govern-
ment,” the statement said. "A
dialogue with such organisa-
tions will be initiated in coming

days”.
"Notwithstanding the serfous

" difficulties created by the activi-

ties of externally-aided terrorist
groups in the border states,
government shall take all prac-
tical steps to promote a fuller
understanding of human rights
issues,” {t added.

Rights groups, including
London-based Amnesty
International and New York-

based Asia Watch, have been
demanding permission to visil

the insurgency-hit stales of
Punjab and Jammu and

Kashmir, where they say secu-
rity forces have committed

widcspread abuses.

India has said that the in
surgencies in the two states arc
alded and funded by neighbour:
ing Pakistan, with which India
has fought three wars.

Saddam’s son
Uday weds

cousin

BAGIIDAD, July 18: lragi
President Saddam Hussein's
playboy son Uday married onc
ol his cousins on Salurday in a
union consolidating the family’s
grip on power, reports Reuter.

Iraqi television's main even-
ing newscast showed a beaming
Uc?n being congratulated by his
father, brother and scnior
olficials aflter signing the
marriage contract in a Muslim
wedding ceremony.

The bride was not shown
and her name was not given but
the olfficial Iragi News Agency
(INA) said in a briefl announce-
ment that she was the daughter
of Barzan Al-Tikriti, Saddam's
hall brother.

Uday, 28, is Saddam'’s ¢ldesi
son. |le heads Iragi sports bod
les including the Olympic Coni-
mitiee and  publishes the

daily newspaper Babel.

Jayalalitha begins
indefinite fast

But her move also coincides
with a brewing crisis for Rao's
minority government which

NEW DELHI, July 18: The
Chiefl Minister of india’'s south-
erm Tamil Nadu state began an
indefinite fast today over a
longstanding water dispute
with neighbouring Kamataka,
the Press Trust of India (PTI)
said, reports Reuter,

It said J Jayalalitha,
whose All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam Party
(AIDMK) was until recently a

ally ol Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao, started her fast
to demand more water from the
Cauvery river.

PTI quoted Jayalalitha as
saying that the annual mon-
soon rains, currently lashi
much of northern India l.:g
causing lloods in several states,
had missed her d t-prone
region, forcing her to press for
more river water from
Karnataka.

11 executed in
HK for murder,
robbery

Indian scientists vow to
build rocket engines

rocket engines and related
technology to the Indian space
programme had posed a chal-
lenge to Indian scientists,

Russia froze the 1991 deal
under US threat of sanctions.

Washington says India could
use the technology to develop
its ballistic missile technology
and that it was in violation of
the missile technology contyol
regime.

The freeze, announced by
the US State Department Friday
afier talks with a Russian dcle-
gation, is seen as a setback to
india's ambitious space pro-
gramme. launched in 1963 with
a rocket donated by the United
States.

Former Atomic Energy
Commission Chairman Raja
Ramanna ridiculed a “powerful
country” ke the United States

feeling insecure about India re-

cetving technical knowhow.
Other scientists attributed

commercial motives to
Washington. The main opposi-
tion Bharatiya Janata Party
said the United Statcs was (ry
ing to demonstrate its mights as
the world's only superpower.
Some Indian scientisis say
the United States blocked the
sale to prevent India from one
day emerging as a key player in
the commercial space launch
market worth billlons of dollars

The Indian space research
organisation was rying 1o ac
guire the cryogenic rockel en
gines o power s Geo
Stationary Launch Vehicic
IGSLV] to put satellite payloads
of two tonnes and more into
orbit.
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Jayalalitha

faces a no-confidence motion in
Ilarliament alter it convenes on

July 28,

HK intercepts
143 more
boat people

HONG KONG, July 18 :
llong Kong intercepted 143
more boat people from China
just after dawn today, govern-
ment officials said, reports
Reuter.

The interception in Hong
Kong waters of three vessels
carrying the boat people
brought the total number of ar-
rivals since a new wave started
earlier this month to more than
800, topping the number of ar-
rivals in the last four years, the
government said,

"It is worsening,” a govern-
ment spokeswoman said.
"“Yesterday was 125 and this
morning was already 143.”

The boat people are Ethnic
Chinese who fled into Southern
China from Vietnam in the late
19708 and settled in the coastal
town of Bethat. say local
authorities are now demolishing
their homes to make way for
development.
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An intimate scene from the Star TV comedy unal “Drap

- The Dead Donkey.”

— Star TV photo

Feline cannibalism

. ROUEN, France : A dreadful smell alerted neighbours to the
plight of more than 30 cats who resorted to cannibalism after
being abandoned without food for several weeks in a small stu-
dio [lat in northern France, reports Reuter.

The local Animal Protection Society said on Saturday that

firemen in
Friday and found the animals.

gas masks broke into the flat in the town of Rouen on

Seventeen of the cats were dead, and had been half de-
voured. Five more died on Friday night, while the rest were in a

skeletal state, the socicty said.

The society said it was filing a suit against the owner of the
flat, who had not yet been named.

Doctors’ sex columns
getting steamy

JAKARTA :

Indonesia's medical profession is hot and both-

ered about five doctors whose advice columns on sex are getting
a little too steamy, the Antara News Agency said today, reports

Reuter on Sunday,

It quoted the chairman of the Indonesia Medical Association
(ID1), Kartono Muhammad, as accusing the five of publishing
pornographic photographs and 'sexually stimulating explana-

tions” in their newspaper and

ne columns.

"It is high time for the IDI to take immediate action against is
members, as we consider these doctors have violated the code of
ethics by presenting vulgar comments in their columns in re-
sponse to clients "sexual problems,” he said.

The five doctors were not named,

PmdnnﬁmnﬁFi uslim Indonesia bans all pornography.

uneral of UN !

MUNICH,

Germany: Thousands of demonstrators in

Germany "buried” the United Nations at symbolic funerals on
Saturday, accusing the worild body of failing to stop the war be-
tween Serbs, Croats and Muslims in Bosnia, reports Reuter.

About 2,000 Germans and fore
+ marched in Munich and some called for the lifting of the inter-

igners, including Bosnians,

national weapons embargo against Bosnia, holding phc:lmdl

demanding

-"Uftthetmhargu-wwanttnmmhtu

At a mock funeral after they carried a coffin throu
Munich's city centre, demonstrators symbolically "buried”
United Nations, the European Community and political leaders

of Serbia and Croatia.

In a similar rally in Bonn, several hundred protesters who
accused the UN of doing too lttle and too late in Bosnia symbol-

ically declared the UN dead.

Theory of chaos

LONDON: The scientific theary of chaos, that says a butter-

fly Muttering its wings

can causc a hurricane on the other side

of world, can be controlled by careful tweaks, physicists re-

ported on Thursday,
Chaos theory,

says Reuter.
which has been around since the beginning

of the century, says that most events are governed by ex-

tremely complicated rules.

One of its best known examples is the “butterfly effect” in
which the tiny movements of the creature's wings are magni-
ficd by the chaotic nature of the earth's atmosphere.

Troy Shinbrot, a physicist at the University

of Maryland,

said in an article in the Scicnce Journal Nature that scientists
all over the world are finding ways to use the butterfly effect

to control chaotic systems.

Kabul denies supplying
arms to Tajik rebels

KABUL, July 1B: Kabul ac-
cused Moscow on Saturday of
intervening in Afghanistan be-
cause of problems in neighbour-
ing Tajikistan and denied sup-
plying arms to rebels in the
former Soviet Central Asian
Republic, reports Reuter.

"We have not forgotien the
past 14 years,” said a letter to
Russia's Parliament, drafted at
an emergency Cabinet meeting
on Saturday and referring to the
period after the 1979 Soviet in-
vasion of Alfghanistan,

“The deployment of Russian
troops along the border is a
kind of intervention,” the letter
said.

President Burhanuddin
Rabbani called Lhe emergency
meeling a day alfter Russian
Defence Minister Pavel Grachey
flew to Tajikistan and promised
to crack down on Tajik rebels

opcrating across the border
from Alghanistan.

Russia began flying cxtra
troops to Tajikistan on
Saturday lo help repulse at-
tacks by the rebels, who
launched a bloody assault
against Russian servicemen on
the border between Tajikistan

and Afghanistan lasi Tucsday.

An Alghan government
spokesman said the Cabinel
had decided to ask the United
Nations to halt deployment of
Russian forces along the border
and suggested talks to solve the
problem.

"If there are some individual
irresponsible groups helping
these Tajiks then the Alghan
government will deal with them
and will not allow it to con-
thine,” the latter to Moscow
< .

-

Israel warns
L.ebanese

guerillas

JERUSALEM, July 18: lsrael
warned Lebanese guerillas to-
day it would retaliate if they at-
tacked its soldiers in South
Lebanon, reports Reuter.

Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin sadd in a statement [srael
had sert reinforcements to its
self styled securily zone
South Lebanon

“The lsrac] defenee forces are
deployed in reinforced numbers
to defend the settlements and
residents of the north. The [IDF
will act against those who hn.rm
its forces in the security zone,’
Rabin said in a written state
ment after the weekly cabinct
mecting.

The waming lollowed an al
lack on an [sraeli patrol on
Saturday in which twno soldiers
wure wounded and a Lebanese
Muslim guerilla was killed
Guerillas killed five lsraeli sol
diers in two attacks in two days
earticr this month.

UN, Iraq resume talks
on missile monitoring

BAGHDAD, July 18: UN dis-
armament chiefl Rolf Ekecus re-
sumed talks with lraqgi officials
here today 1o avert a confronta-
tion on long-term missile moni-
toring as Baghdad insisted on
an end to the three-year-old
trade embargo, reports AFP.

Deputy Prime Minister Tareg
Aziz, Forrign M nister Moham-
mad sad As-Sahhaf and an
official in charge of oll nego-
tiations with the United Nations

took part in the meeting, Iragl
ofMicials said.
Riad Al-Qaysi, a Foreign

Ministry Undersecretary of
State, was in New York last
week for negotiations on a lim-
ited resumption ol lragl oil ex-
ports.

"It is impossible to say. We
continue our talks and see whal
happens,” Ekeus told reporiers
before the meeting, asked [ it
would be his final encounter

with Iragi offictals.

The talks opened an hour
late because of a “technical de-
lay,” he said.

Ekeus, a Swede in charge of
the UN commission to disarm
post-war Iraq, has already held
three previous meetings with
the government since arriving in
Baghdad on Thursday on a last-
ditch misston to head of con-
frontation.

Another session due Sat-
urday was called off at Iraq's
request because of the 26th an-
niversary of the rise to power of
the Baath party.

Despite threats of possible
US military action, Iraq has so
far refu to allow the United
Nations to set up long-term
surveillance cameras al two
missile sites south of Baghdad
or o allow them to be sealed.

Lankans oppose
construction of

VOA relay station

COLOMBO, July 18 : Over
2,000 Shri Lankans staged a
peaceful march in Hilaw town
Saturday, about 80 kilometres
from Colombo, to protest

construction of a Voice

America (VOA) relay station
there, Xinhua

The demonstrators, mainly
fishermen, staged a two-hour
‘way of the cross’ around the
VOA stations. They carried a
banner saying Voice Of America
or the Voice Of God 7

They had blocked the en-
trance to the VOA siation sile
and preventied any vehicles from
entering or leaving the station

on

As for the demon-
strators leold the
Saturday cvening that H«‘
bring harmiul western influ-

ences into their simple village

life style and culture.
lie that t will con-
tinue their protest.




