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Jatiyatabadi Krishak Dal at the Institution of Engineers

auditorium yesterday.
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PM : Farmers' rights

From page | col 7 .
receiving full benefit from this

reduction as they were not
aware of it and at the same time
vested 1 and middlemen
were misleading them. Likewise,
she said, the government had
fixed the procurement price of
paddy at Tk 225 per maund but
the farmers were not getting the
price because of the fraudulent
practice of the middlemen.

The Prime Minister asked
the representatives of the
Krishak Dal to stand by the side
of the deprived farming com-
munity and ensure their rights.
She said “The days ol oppres-
sion have ended and the lime
has come to establish rights.”

Begum Zia said the pcas-
ants' leaders cspecially the
representatives of the Krishak
Dal had to motivaie Lhe people
against smuggling of agricul-
tural products and inpuls

which was chopping ofl the po-
tentiality of the agricultum] sec-
tor.

Dwelling on the prospect of
jute in Bangladesh the Prime
Minister said the fiber was en-
vironmentally friendly. She:said
the people had to be motivated
to stop the use of synthetic

. which is hazardous to
health and the environment,
and instead use natural prod-
ucts like jute.

The function was also ad-
dressed by Deputy Leader of the
House Badruddoza Chowdhury,
Agriculture and Irrigation

Minister Majidul Haque, Labour

and Manpower Minister Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan, who is also
the president of the Krishak
Dal, Social Welfare Minister
Tariqul Islam, gencral secretary
of Krishak Dal Shamsuzzaman
Dudu and union-level represen-
tatives of the Krishak Dal.

48-hr SKOP strike
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agencies. ;

"We are being forced into ac-
tion again ... our strike pro-
gramme is not for higher
wages ... this July 19-20) pro-
gramme is aimed at protecting
the economy and the indus-
tries,” he said.

told reporters that

lakh workers from 64

jute miills, 83 textile mills, 19

sugar mills and 23 steel mills
would observe the strike.

About a meeting of a group
of labour leaders with Jute
Minister ASM Hannan Shah on
July 14, Abul Bashar said some
"so-called” and “"obscure” lead-
ers went to the meeting to de-
rive benefit by driving a wedge
among the workers.

In that meeting with the
Jute Minister 150 CBA and
labour leaders of the jute sector
opposed the strike and assured

the government that they would

not indulge in 1&111}; activity
detrimental to the industries,

The agitating federations
urged passengers of all modes
of transport, including buses,
launches and trains, not to un-
dertake journey on the two
days (July 19 and 20) and co-
operate with the workers in
realising their “just demands”.

They also requested the
transport workers-employees to
abstain from their duties to
strengthen the “economy pro-
tection movement”.

The proposed strike and
barricade - will be the fourth
such action programme of the
workers this year. The first
countrywide 48-hour rail-road
blockade was enforced
February 14-15 and the second
on March 15-16. The workers
and employees observed a 72-
hour blockade and strike from
May 11 to May 13.

Minimum basic péy -
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the labour leaders would call ofl
their shutdown and rail-road
barricade programme after the
announcement of the new wage
scale, *

However, the SKOP, in a
statement soon after the gov-
ernment’s announcement, re-
sented the move and termed it a
violation of the government-
SKOP agreement of July 6,
1992.

The Labour Minister, who
playcd ihe key-role in the gov
ernment’s sa far fruitless nego-
tiations with the agitating
labour bodies, said t the
public sector workers were be-
ing paid an advance Tk 250
monthly against the proposed
salary increase. However, he
regretted, the government
could not implement the en-
hanced wages due to, what he
said, the labour leaders’ inflex-
fble and negative attitude.

About the National Minimum
Wage, another vital demand of
the SKOP, the minister reiter-
ated that it involved the
en that did not have a
common financial ability.

In this context, he told the
;} ss conference there was no

obligation to fix up a na-
tional minimum

. The
Minimum Wage ., which
had been reactivated under the
democratic government, was
now Tll:; to fix minimum
wages private sectors, he
informed the néwsmen.
If minimum wages in these

14 sectors could be fixed, he

hoped, the need for a national

minimum would be met
to a large extend, he -added.

i the demand for
halting t disinvestment
move, Mannan Bhuiyan said
the denationalisation process
was being continued with a

view to easing the public sector
units from the burden of huge
losses. The move was being
implemented slowly and grad-
uvally and workers' interests
were being considered. '

Referring to his talks with
the strike callers, the Labour
Minister regretted that they did
not abandon their ‘destructive
programme’ despite the fact
that each and every step of the
government was explained and
reasonable offers regarding
their demands were made.

Earlier, the Minister termed
the planned industrial strike
and rail-road barricade as
illogical, unnecessary, moti-
vated and contrary to the exist-
ing labour laws.’

Replying to questions from
the reporters, the Textiles
Minister said the proposed
shutdown would cause a loss
of Tk 840 crore approximately
to the nation.

Answering another question,
the Labour Minister said Tk
200 crore would be needed for
the enhancement, according to
the new salary structure for the

lic sector workers.

If the basic is refixed
at Tk 1000, another Tk 120
crore would be required, he
added.

SKOP coordinator Dr
Wajedul Islam Khan, when
contacted for his reactions to
the government move, said it
was done bypassing the Wage
Commission proposal and vio-
lating the government-SKOP
accord.

“This has serfously deterio-
rated relations between the two
sides and would result in con-
frontations in the industrial
sectors,” he remarked,

Another SKOP statement
called upon all concerned not
to be misled by the government
step and tp observe the strike.
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from Sylhet
Medical College
From Our Correspondent

SYLIHET, July 17: Sylhet
Kotwall thana police recovered
five pipe- guns, four daggers
and one ram dao from behind
the Milon Hall of Sylhet MAG

Osmany Medical College today.

A case was filed in this con-
nection, but none was as yet '
been arresied.

The college reopened today
after two and a hall months. It
was closed sine die following a
series of armed clashes between
activists of the Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal and the Islami
Chhatra Shibir.

There were no untoward in-
cidents today.

Fake manpower
agents held

From Qur Correspondent

SYLHET, July 17: Three
members of an organised m
of ille manpower recru
B,!Eﬂtl“lﬂﬂ! arrested while 30
passports and 130 fake seals
were recovered from their pos-
session from a house in the
town Frid Lt

When cpntactod, on el
source said that they were ar-
rested on charge of sending job-
seckers abroad by using forged
papers and documents.

Kotwali police arrested them
from a house at Shahjalal
Upashahar in Sylhet town.

A case has also been lodged.

All three hail from Kaliganj
thana of Lalmonirhat district.

Donors pledge
$100m for
Yugoslavia

GENEVA, July 17: Western
donors pledged over 100 million
dollar on Friday for reliefl oper-
ations in former Yugoslavia,
enough to keep United ‘Nations
aid convoys rolling through
Bosnia for the next three mon-
ths, reports Reuter.

The pledges came at a
meeting of major donor nations
at which UN refugee chief
Sadako Ogata warned that the
“entire reliefl effort will soon
grind to a halt’ without extra
cash.

-*“This was a good day for us,”
the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees told a news conference
aflterwards.” We haven't had
many good days for a long
time.”

[Editorial on Page 4]

JS probe body
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wants to hold the first
meeting of the committee before
leaving for Germany later this
month."

Speaker Shaikh Razzak Al is
scheduled to fly for Germany on
July 29 to undergo treatment.

According to sources, the
first meeting of the committee
would concentrate on drafting a
concrete terms of reference.

The committee had also been
authorised to fix fts own time
frame for preparing the report
and sut it to the House.

The members of the probe
committee include Chief Whi
of Parliament Khandak:r
Delwar Hossain, Works Minister
Rafiqul Islam Miah, Jute
Minister Hannan Shah, State
Minister for Establishment
Aminul Haque, State Minister
for Civil Aviation and Tourism
Abdul Mannan, Education
Minister Jamiruddin Sircar and
Abu Yousuf Mohammad Kha-

“lilur Rahman of the Treasury

Bench and Abdus Samad Azad,
Sajeda Chowdhury and
Mohammad Nasim of the
Awami League, Maudud Ahmed
of the Jatiya Party, Maulana
Abdus Sobhan of the Jamaat,
Rashed Khan Menon of the
Workers' Party and Suranjit
Sengupta of the Ganatantri
Party (GP). -

Sick drug co
From page 1 col 7

the raw materials and machin-
ery for the 18 banned ftems re-
mained
contributing to the losses, the
sources added.

| Edruc Ltd started operation
in 1948 and had been manufac-
turing about 96 products till
the introduction of the drug
policy.

The company had created
markets in about 28 countries
of the world including Pakistan,
Malaysia, the Middle East and
some countries. The to-
tal stafl of the company is 250.
'}'gg have not been paid since

Managing Director of Pfizer
Pharmaceuticals SH Kabir,

asked to comment on the
rnmerit decision, said it
was a positive move that would
creale optimism among a num-
ber of entrepreneurs of the sick
industries.

He also said there were a
number of other pharmaceuti-
cal units which were affected
urluuﬁly by the 1982 drug
mﬁcy As an instance, he cited

name of Sharma Chemicals,
Comilla that was closed down
on thcvmyﬁr-tdaynﬂtlap
eration in early '82 because all
the items it planned to manu-
facture were on the list of drugs
banned by the Martial Law

government.

unutilised, further |

i

The 14—pnrtr ll]llnr.'l yesterday held a meeting -t the Awami L.-gu- central oﬂ'in m luppurt

of the H-hr hartal beginning Monday.

Kuwait's UN-drawn |

borders legal : envoy

The visiting Kuwaiti special
enyoy yesterday said that about
200 kilometers of the Kuwait-
Iraq border, demarcated by a
UN Commission, is the legal
and legitimate bordér between
the two countries, reports UNB.

Briefing newsmen here, en-
voy [Dharar A. Razzoqui said
that the final report of the UN
Commission on the Kuwait-Iraq
border demarcation was
unanimously adopted by the
Sceurity Council in last M

"The demarcation has n
done on the basis of true docu-
ments available from the parties
coneerned”, | ui said.

The special envoy informed
journalists that his' country
produced relevant documents to
the five-member UN Commissi-
on to help demarcate the border
between the two countries.

All those documents, he
said, are related to the Anglo-
Turkish treaty of 1913, a map
published by Baghdad in 1958
and the Kuwait-lraq agreed
minutes of 1962,

Razzoqui went on to add that
in 1932, the then Prime
Minister of lraq also reaflirmed
the existing border, based on
the Anglo-Turkish treaty of
1913, to be actual demarcation
line between the two countries.

He regreticed that Irag, which
did not appear before the UN

Commission, had been oppos-

ing the UN decisions which are
"mandatory and obligatory”.

He described the Iraqi alle-
galion that the Commission had
blocked its sea outlet "as base-
less, unjustified and wun-
founded”.

The Kuwaiti envoy said that
Iraq would enjoy facilities of a
7 1 -kilometer sea outlet after
implementation of the UN reso-
lhutions.,

Referring to his meeting with
Forceign Minister ASM Mosta-
[izur Rahman yesterday mor-
ning, Razzoqui said that he took
the opportunity to explain these
aspects of the border de-
marcation to him. He also de-
livered a message from his
country's First Deputy Prime
Minister Al-Sabah Al-Ahmed,

The Kuwaitl envoy expressed
gratitude to esh for ex-
lending post support to his
country during the Gulf war.

- Razzoqui, who [lew in here
on Thursday, will leave Dhaka
loday for several Far-Eastern
capitals.

Meanwhile, Kuwaili Foreign
Scerctary Sulaiman Al-
Shaheen is due to arrive here
loday on a two-day visit to
Bangladesh.

Shaheen will also carry a
message from the First Deputy
Prime Minister for Foreign Min-
ister ASM Mostafizur Rahman.

— Star photo
14 parties
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timed to coincide with the agita-
tion of the SKOP which is de-

manding implementation of the
accord signed with the

govern-
ment on labour qm- last l

r.

The SKOP has called a 48-
hour strike and country-wide
road-rail barricade beginhning
from 6 am on July 19.

The l4-party meeting also
resolved that the government
had resorted to repressive mea-
sures against the industrial
workers just when of all
walks of life had started show-
ing sympathy for their de-
mands

The joint meeting also ob-
served that Jamaat leader
Golam Azam had already
started making objectionable
statements,

The leaders will meet again
this afternoon and are likely to
decide, among other issues,

~ways and means of politically

Golam Azam and his
party, a senfor AL leader told

The Daily Star last night.

Meanwhile, the city Awami
League (AL) brought out a
torch fon from its cen-
tral o yesterday evening in
support of the eight-hour Far-

tal call for tomorrow.

Led by city AL President

Mohammad Hanif, the proces-
sion chanted slogans
corruption by ministers &nd

aga nst

demanded trial of Jamaat
leader Golam Azam as a 'war
criminal’,

Leader uf the Jap&n New Party Mnnhlm osokawa (C) waves t,n”well \'ﬂqht‘rﬂ mnhhmg hlm
during the last campaign rally yesterday for the lower house elections. Voti ng for Japan’s most

important elections in 38 years will take place today.

Japan's unpredictable polls
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[avouring political reform.

The three main opposition
parties, who held about 200
seats in the dissolved parlia-
ment, sought to change the
multiple-seat system to one of
proportional representation wh-
ile the LDP preferred a single-
seal constituency system.

Talks for a compromise
formula broke down because of
stiff opposition by LDP hard-
liners and parliament was

dissolved. The formula would
have reduced the number of

seats to 500 with the opposition
parties offering to set aside 275
scats as single-seat and the rest
225 as proportional representa-
tive constituencies.

Under the present multiple*
seal system, each constituency

is divided into between two and -

six seats, forcing even LDP
candidates to fight against each
ntht:r Critics point out that this

pels cnru:r:iates to gather
Iarge campaign funds and thus
often seek controversial finan-
cial support of businesses.

The problem came to the
forefront recently after the
arrest of Shin Kanemaru, a vice
president of the LDP, on tax
evasion charges. He was also

| aeccused of withholding political

funds for his personal use. The
recruit ‘shares-for-favours’ sca-
ndal invelving LDP politiclans
earlier last year, too, raised
questions about the political
system,

Two new political parties
were formed last month by
dissident LDP members advoea-
ting political reform. Ten former
LDP members led by Masayoshi

Takemura, 'who headed the
LDP's political reform think-
tank, formed a party called the
Shinto Sakigake or the New
Party Harbinger while Hata
formed the Shinseito.

In addition, another political
party, the Japan New Party
[(JNP), was formed last year by
Morihiro Hosokawa, a former
prefectural governor and upper-
house member. The JNP also
favours political reform. |

The Shinseito has already
initiated talks with other oppo-
sition parties about forming a
coalition government affer the
polls. Earlier this m::;%g Hata
posed in a five-way shake
with leaders of the SDPJ, the
Komeito, the DSP and the
United Democratic Socialist
Party that promised to work
together to make him the prime
minister in a coalition
government.

However, analysts and LDP
leaders have expressed their
doubt about the effectiveness of
such 'a coalition because of
sharp differences concerning
foreign and defem:e policies
among them.

Foreign Minister Kabuan
Muto boldly predicted that the
opposition parties would be
unable to form a rnment
after the polls because of the in
policy difference. Seiroku Kajiy-
ama, the LDP Secretary Gene-
ral, added: In the medium and
long term, a coalition would
involve contradictions.”

Much about the coalition
government s on how
many secats opposition,
parties, including the new ones,

— AFP photo

can garner in today's elections,

but there is a ntrnni indication
that llata would like to be a

key-player in the lormation of a
ncw government.

Moreover, many analysts

. also believe that if the LDP can

retain even 220 ol the 275 seats
it held belore the lower house
was dissolved, it could still form

a coalition gnvtmrmnt of its |

own.
Surprisingly, clct:ttnn results
earlier this month in Metropo-
litan Tokyo indicated that the
Liberal Democrats are begin-

- ning o gain momentum. The

LDP gained two seats, up from
42 in the 128-seat civic assem-
bly, while the SDPJ dropped
from 32 to 14 seats and the JNP
won 20 seats in its first
showing.

The LDP campaigners are
stressing the importance of
experience in nment.

"At a time when domestic
and international situations are
dramatically changing, a stable
political force must at the
helm of Japan,” declared Prime
Minister Miyazawa in a recent
campaign pitch.

However, in the backdrop of
such unprecedented changes in
Japan's political scene, the fate
of Prime Minister Mi wa is
also subject to wide-spread
speculation.,

Some political observers are
counting out Miyazawa and are
predicting that even if the LDP
docs get to form the next

ernment it is likely to be

aded by another party leader,
perhaps former Prime
Minister Toshiki Kaifu.
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‘Racial madness’ behind US

hostility towards Iraq : Saddam

BAGHDAD, July 17: President Saddam Hussein launched
today his strongest attack on the United States since Bill
Clinton took office, saying “racial madness” was behind US hos-
tility towards [raq. Saddam, in a televised address, made no di-
rect mention of the current crisis with the United Nations over
weapons monitoring or to talks in Baghdad with a top UN arms
envoy trying to defuse the situation, reports Reuter.

Over 300 Afghans killed or
hurt in Russian attack

ISLAMABAD, July 17: Meore than 300 Afghans have been
killed or injured in artfllery attacks by Russian forces deployed
across the border in the central Asian Republic of Tajikistan,
official Kabul Radio said today. The Afghan governmeni accused

Moscow of intervening in Alghanistan because of

Tajtkistan and denied supplying arms to rebels in the troubled
former Sovict republie, the radio said, reports Reuter.

Clinton may send troops to
help flood victims

ST LOUIS I'H.iﬂﬂurﬁ July 17: President Bill Clinton said

teday he was considering sending federsl troops to
midwest. Clinton telephoned a
, llinots, from his airc:aft while flying to St

efforts in the flood-
station in Quincy

to aid relief
radio

Louis to visit the area and spoke with govermors of states

devastated by
reports Reuter.

Ishag Khan
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The Associated Press of
Pakistan (APP) quoted sources
as saying that the Prime
Minister was insisting that the
President resign first and then
all other matters would be of
rtance’,

to dis-

National
solve the A‘n:hz“n-
til Ishaq Khan stepped ;
He said he was trying to resolve
the ‘artificial crisis’ created in
the country but vowed not to
succumb to the 'undemocratic
pressures’, 1o curtail his five-
year mandate due to expire in

LATEST

An announcement late
Saturday night carried by the
official Associated Press of
Pakistan news agency said
Nawaz Sharif would address
the nation over radio and
television tomorrow (Sunday)

 evening.
Prior to today's talks, Sharif

chaired a lengthy meeting of his
cabinet to discuss the situation,
sources said.
Waheed put forward his pro-
Thursday on the eve of a

"long march” phanrr:d for by op-

| position factions under the

banner of the All Pﬂ.ﬂiu Confle-

rence (APC).
The APC had claimed that

. | hundreds of thousands weuld

lay a siege to the capital from
Friday until Sharif announced
mid-term polls.

Bhutte accepted Waheed's
request to call off the march
amid speculation that the op-
position move might compel the

to impose martial law.
racks atnrttd appearing in

the opposition alliance after
Bhutto backed down from her
pledge 1o march on Islamabad
with Fazlur Rehman, chiefl of
the fundamentalist Jamiat Ule-
ma-e-Islam Party, accusing'thc
former premier of "sabotaging”

the opposition’'s hattle against

‘Sharil. _
Russia
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thnt Moscow would not crack

under the sustained US pres-
sure but the decision was not

L UnNeEx

Pr:uid:nt Boris Yeltsin
boasted here in January that

Russia was a superpower that
would not brook arm-twisting,

'promising a continued com-

mitment to honour the contract.

But press reports leading up
to Friday's announcement said
Moscow was to scrap the
deal if the United States guar-
anteed com tion such as
access to commercial satellite
launches, lnd called the con-
tl‘ll:l'. nff :

mlam:ntnrf panel

Friday, Foreign

Mi.nlsttr Dinish Singh was at a

loss to respond to Members of

Parliament asking what the

government was doing to ensure
the deal.

PTI adds: India today regret-

ted Russia's reneging on its
contractual obligation to trans-
fer space technology but em-
phasised that it would cause no
set-back to the country's space
programme.
An External Affairs Ministry
spokesman said it was too early
to. say that Moscow's decision
would hit the Indo-Russian re-
lations in various fields.

A two-page statement {ssued
by the spokesman significantly
avoided criticism of the United
States for putting pressure on
Moscow to renege on its 1991
agreement with India.

The eryogenic engines and
related technol that were to
be supplied to India in terms of

the ISRO-Glavkosmes comtract
of Ja 1991, are meant ex-
clusively for India's civilian
space programme, the state-
ment said.

The man said though
no formal decision had bcen
taken India might have discus-

sions with the Russian n-
ment to deal with the problems

arising out of Moscow's deci-
sion.

flooding on the Mississtp;1 and its tributaries,

r

14 injured in
city clashes

By Staff Correspondent

At least 14 persons were in-
jured in two separate violent

clashes at and Demra
in the city afternoon.
About 10 persons were In-
jured in about an hour-long
&Mm“w
at un-

der thana over estab-

Ie:nl'. 12 rounds of
and blasted around hand
: Al
Among the imjured
Hossain, 50, was admitted to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital

Besides, at least four per-
sons were | in another
clash between two localities at
mmwmmm

yeslaoguy.
Jamaat Shura
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Seiuied aitng 28 We ToAr
l.r:hldu n‘u{tht
July 7-9. :

The party will also observe a
“Bosnifa Week" July 23-30 to
raise funds for the besieged
Bﬁm Muslims, the source
58

Meanwhile, Prof Azam (72),
who was released on Thursday
after nearly 16 months of con-
finement, held informal talks
with the central secretariat and
the presidium members yester-
day at the central office.

Appointments

and transfers

By Staff Correspondent

The government has trans-
ferred three Additional Secretar-
ies and two Joint Secretaries.

The Director General of the
NGO Bureau Faizur Rahman
Chowdhury has been ‘trans-
ferred as Additional Secretary to
the home Ministry, Additional
Secretary (OSD), Establishment
hni:ul Huq Chouddury has
been trnm&m:d to the
tries Mini and Additional
Secretary (OSD), Establishment
SM Afaz Uddin has been tran-
sferred to the Commerce Minis-
try.

Joint Secretary (OSD)
Establishment Ministry
daker Tajuddin Ahmed has
been transferred to the Prime
Minister's Office as Director
General, Joint (OSD)
of Establishment M Azizur
Rahman has been transferred
to the Health and Family
Welfare M .

Zahid Hussain, serving with
the ISPR of the Ministry of
Defence, and presently
as a Director of the
Bank, has been appointed Dir-
ector General of External
Publicity.

Malaysia
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smuggled into Malaysia and
other neighbouring countries,
including Bangladesh.

Pemadam statistics say that
in 1990, 1978 kg of drugs in-
::luding nl' heroin were
Seized at di s in
Malaysia by the llw en
agmciﬂ The amount of recov- |
., however, réduced in the

l'u years.

Over ten thousand pf
including 73 foreigners were
tained in Malaysia duml
for committing drug .
Among the fo 26 were
charged under Section 398 of
the Dangerous Drug Act from
that carries the mnnlﬂhﬂ'
death sentence. These
ers were Indonesia, [rln.
Thailand, the Philippines and

Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed
Lo
Minister Mahathir
while inaugurating the annual
general nulinL of thl:
Pemadam in Kuala

month, said: 'Iﬂrrm m

'tlh'mhﬂllnlhemw
drugs, which is the nation’s

number one enemy.”



