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CAIRO, July 17: Five Islamic

militants were in .
the for a series
of : ‘& fofled as-
sassination bid on informa-

| tion minister and at
tourist sites, officials s PO~
ports AFP.

The five sentenced on May
27 were among 23 people con-
demned to death since
October. The latest executions
raised to 14 the number hanged
since May, with the other eight
Islamic militants still on the
ran.
As part of a crackdown on
Muslim fundamentalists waging
war on the secular government
since March 1992, another
seven military were hanged in a
Cairo prison on July 8.

Ahmad Al-Husseini was

found gutlty of opening fire on
Information Minister Safwat Al-

Sharif in an attack on April 20 military court.
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Drug smuggler held in Spain:
Spanish police have arrested a narcotics sm
swallowed enough cocaine to make 48,000 ind

local government spokesman said on Friday, Reuter reports

. The man was arrested at Barcelona
had a street value of eight million pesetas 60,000 US dollars,

An X-ray revealed 61 packages ol cocaine, weighing a total

Black cop shot dead in S Africa:

A black policeman was shot dead while having
Kwathema township near Johannesburg on Friday, Reuter

Police said the constable was attacked by group of armed
men as he sat in a barber's chair. A total of 109 members of the
South African police force were killed in the first six months of

Road mishap claims 19 in Canada :

A collision between a mini-bus filled with elderly hand
people and a small truck carrying two gasoline tanks 19
dead Friday, police said, AFP reports from Lacbouchette,

t fire after the accident, which two people
survived, said Bruno Savard of the Quebec provincial police.
The aceident occurred when the truck tried to pass
vehicle on a curvy road and collided head-on with the mini-bus
coming from the other direction. |

ke toll rises to 158 in Japan:

death toll from the north Japan earthquake
 Saturday as rescue workers discovered more victims of the
deadliest tremor to hit the nation in decades, reports Reuter

More than 100 people were still
, which measured 7.8 on the Richter scale, a po-_

Israel urged to free Lebanese girl:

France Friday called on Israel to release a 16-year-old Lebanese

| kidnapped by Israeli agents in south Lebanon,
. w3 - Lebanon's sovereignty, reports AFP from

'Wc ask Israel to release the girl and to abstain from these

kinds of acts, which we condemn,
Lebanon's sovereignty”, Foreign Ministry spokesman Richard

Lebanese police, the girl was abducted at a
roadblock manned by the Israeli-backed south, Lebanon army
and |sraeli intelligence agents outside the town of m

US-DPRK talks tomorrow:rne

- head of the North Korean delega
the United States said discussions are likely to resume on

Monday, the Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) said today,
The official North Korean agency monitored in Tokyo said

Kang Sok Ju, Pyo s First Deputy Foreign Minister, told
e the discussions are being held that

the two delegations held sincere talks on Friday.
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Hassan Shalakani and
Ibrahim Sayed Abdel-Al were
convicted on both counts as
well as for the murder of a po-
lice officer and an on
a tour bus ogutside the Cairo
Museum that also caused no
casualties.

Tareq Abdel
hanged
for possession of arms and ex-
plosives, while Ashrafl Al-Sayed
Ibrahim was found guilty of a
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death. President Hosni
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Miyazawa brushes aside
possibilities of debacle

TOKYO, July 17: Kiichi
Miyazawa, anxious to show that
rumours of his political death
are much rated, came
out guns blazing in the last
days of campaigning for
Sunday's general election, re-

Reuter.

*I think that we (the Liberal
Democratic Party) are putting
the worst behind us,” the 73-

year-old Prime Minister told
journalists, aside sug-
gestions the ~-mired LDP

could lose its 38-year monopoly

*As can see,” he added,
g | am alive and well and
w:zlru hard (for victory).”
News reports had called his
cabinet a corpse.

Nevertheless, has
kept a low profile during the
two-week campaign, due as
much to his abysmal popularity
ru as to his role as host at
last week's Tokyo summit.

Even if the LDP clings to of-
fice, Miyazawa, widely seen as
weak and ineffectual, is unlikely

to last much longer. Few in the
party admire his handling of the
crucial debate on cleansing
Japan's money-driven politics.
Faced with opposition from

Kiichi Miyazawa

LDP diehards Miyazawa reneged
on a pledge to reform the elec-

toral system. Disgusted party
rebels helped vote down his

government, prompting him to
dissolve parliament and call
snap elections.

Since the dissolution, nearly
50 lawmakers have quit the
LDP to launch two news re-
formist parties which, according
to opinion , are set to do
well in the upcoming election.

The no-confidence vote
marked an undignified end to
the administration of a man
who took office wreathed in
smiles in November 1991, tri-
umphantly acceding at last to
the post he had long seen as his
natural destiny.

Holder of 13 cabinet posts in
a political career spanning four
decades was a

: » Miyazawa
long groomed to be king.

. He almost won the top job in
1987, only for LDP barons to
award it to Noboru Takeshita
instead. He became finance
minister and deputy premier,
and was the clear heir-appar-
ent.

One year later, he was con-
signed to political oblivion over

the recruit shares — for influ-

- ence affair, then the biggest po-

litical scandal in
Japan.

Even after his 1991 rehabili-
tation, Miyazawa was unable to
shake off memories of political
corruption.

post- 1945

No fewer than four men -

named to his new cabinet and
LDP executive were tainted ei-
ther by recruit or other scan-
dals, a [act not lost on the op-
position. '

Before long, they had -even
more sensational revelations to
exploit as two new dirty money
scandals broke, one involving a
close political ally, the other de-
stroying LDP kingmaker Shin
Kanemaru, the backroom boss
who gave him the job.

Besieged by popular de-
mands for urgent action,
Miyazawa solemnly pledged to
reform an electoral system seen
as increasingly unfair and as
the root cause of “money poli-
tics,” within the current ses-
sion of parliament.
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Shevardnadze rejects
Russian peace plan

‘MOSCOW, July 17: Georglan Abkhazians had been forced to
Shevardnadze

——— e . —————
———————— -

President Eduard retreat and had suffered losses.
rejected on Friday a Russian According to Interfax,
peace plan to halt fighting be- Shevardnadze told deputies that

tween Georgian government
forces and separatists in

Abkhazia, Interfax news agency
reported here, says AFP.
d ﬂmdnnduf told a closed-
oor session of the Georgian
parliament in Tbilisi that the
péace plan presented by
Russian Deputy Foreign
Minister Boris Pastukhov
“contains several points we do
not agree with,” Interfax said.
Georgian forces launched an
attack earlier on Friday to re-
take two towns seized by sepa-
ratist rebels near the regional
capital Sukhumi. _
Abkhazian forces seized the
towns, Chrom and Akhalsheni
respectively north and west of
Sukhumi, during an offensive
two weeks ago. They rejected an
ultimatum to withdraw from the
towns by midnight on
Wednesday. '

in Moscow last September
Georgia had signed an agree-

ment on Abkhazia which iIn-
cluded certain concessions re-
quired by the situation at that

Eduard Shevardnadze

time. "This time, we will
no compromise which goes

's interests,” the
o csmw ghortt, gridommor s B

saying

Interfax quoting Georgian
press reports from Abkhazia
said the offensive was continu-
ing Friday evening and that

GENEVA, July 17: Liberia's
warring factions reached a
peace agreement today, a me-
diator said, reports AFP.

Cannan Banana of the
Organization of African Unity
(OAU) said the t in-
cluded a ceasefire and ar-
rangements for a transitional

Lt

The accord was reached after
a week of UN and OAU spon-
sored talks here aimed at
ending three-and-a-half years of
civil war in the West African
o 3 .

Only a day earlier, a UN
spokeswoman had said the
talks were stalemated over the
issue of political structures to
be created once the fighting
5 "

UN spokeswoman Therese
Gastaut said Friday the unre-

Peace accord in

solved questions included the
composition of the transitional
government, the staging of elec-
tions and the makeup of a
court which would supervise
the voting.

Banana and UN en
Trevor Gordon-Somers had
Thursday that #f an t
were reached, 1t wm
mitted to a summit of the eco-
nomic community of West
African states next week in
Benin.

n“I:di: o tiir:;r: [I!;Il sta-
tio peacekeep rces in
Liberia.

Meanwhile, More
than 100,000 people in rebel-
held areas of central and north-

eastern Liberia are [acing
famine and disease on a scale

comparable to that in Somalia

[.iberial

year, a senior member of
the Belgian charity
Sans Frontiers said here this

week,
Lucas Van Den Broeck said

the situation as at its worst in

Margibi, Bong and Nimba

countries in what is known here
as “taylorland™ — territory con-

trolled by the National Patriotic
Front of Liberia (NPFL) forces of
Charles Taylor. But he said
conditions were not much bet-
ter in the north of the country,
in the Lofa region controlled by
Taylor's rivals the United
Liberation Movement of Liberia

hLWr[E % that

some 200,000 le, inchudi
80,000 r:fur.:??mm l'ul:igh“-‘g
bouring Sierra Lene, are living
“in very critical conditions” in
the region, he said.

'90 Myanmar troops killed in
clash with rebels in 2 weeks

17: The
mar

BANGKOK, Ju
combined forces o

S - state n have hﬂlﬂl]
more than 90 government sol-
diers and .wounded scores in
heavy fighting in the past two
weeks, a guerilla source and
resident said, reports Reuter.
The two sides have been en-
gaged in heavy fighting in Mong
Nawng in the centre of
eastern Shan state as
a way faction of the sep-
aratist Shan State Army (SSA)
continues to resist Yangon's
rule, the resident who was visit-
ing Bangkok said on Friday.
The troops, caught ofl guard
as the rebels attacked with
Recoilless rifles and rocket
launchers, suffered heavy
losses after the guerillas at-
tacked and captured four of
their outposts, the source said.
“The Myanmar soldiers are

m_l“d- Khun Saanda

in a disadvan us position
because they are attacked
with the more sophisticated
weapons of the guerillas,” 'he
said.

Yangon has in the past two
weeks sent about 1,000 fresh
soldiers to the jungle battlefield
to combat the force, made up of
about 300 SSA guerillas and
one battalion from the Mong Tai
Army (MTA), Khun Sa’s private
army, a close associate of the
drug warlord said.

An MTA battalion usually
comprises between 700 and
1,000 soldiers.

Senfior MTA official
Lieutenant Geéneral Kan Jate
came from a Khun Sa
stronghold on the edge of Shan
state near the Thai border to
supervise the fighting, the
source said.

The 300 SSA guerillas are
part of a faction which opposed

the decision two years ago by
some of Myanmar separatist
ethnic minorities to to
ceaséfire with the central gov-
ernment.

They decided to joint the
MTA after negotiating with Kan
Jate, the source said.

Khun Sa, alias Chqngc—‘-:‘-i
Fu, 59, became one of the
world’'s most wanted men when
a US court indicted him in early
1990 for various heroin traffick-
ing offences in the United
States.

The warlord calls himself an
independence fighter who main-
tains a 20,000-strong army to
resist the military junta in

US narcotics officials, esti-
mating his personal army at
more like 8,000 soldiers, say he
keeps the army to protect his
lucrative heroin manufacturing
and trading business.

Ehristofbhe}'s move to
revive ME talks

BEIRUT, July 17: US Secre-
tary of State Warren Chris-
topher plans to visit the Middle
East within two weeks to try to
revive Arab-Isracll peace talks,
r'-l‘wmmrmq

-Shara said today, reports
Reuter.

Speaking to on ar-
rival at Betrut airport, Shara
indicated that Damascus re-

breathe new life into the peace
process after 10 rounds of
talks

m:ndthcﬂn-uunlm
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Sarajevo.

Mﬂ: Him Bosnian woman cries Friday after she placed flowers at the grave of
her dead 14-year old son Mirza who was killed by a grenade attack

earlier this week in

Photo — AFP/UNB l
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Two Malaysians
to die for drug
trafficking

SINGAPORE, July 17: Two
Malaysians were sentenced to
death for drug trafficking by the
High Court today, the Singapore
Broadcasting Corporation (SBC)
reported, says AFP, .

Wong Kok Men, 21, Andlim
Yat Kong, 22, were found gulilty
of transporting four packets of
herion weighing 47.1]1 grams
(1.6 ounces) from a flat into a
car. Their occupations were not
mentioned.

The offence was committed
in August 1991,

Their appeal against the
death sentence is automatic
and is likely to come up for
hearing in about one year.

Possession of more than 15
grams (0.53 ounces) of herion is
deemed to be a trafficker and
the death sentence is manda-
tory on conviction.

nkan planes
bomb Tamil
village: 4 killed

VAVUNIYA (Shri Lanka),
July 17: Air force planes carried

| out bombing raids over a Tamil

village near this northern Shri
Lankan town, killing at least
four civilians and destroying 10
shops, travellers from th¢ areca
said today, reports AFP.

Aircraft bombed the village of
Karadipoku located inside terri-
tory controlled by the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) Friday afternoon,
the travellers said.

Military officials said they
were unaware of any civilian
casualties but confirmed that
fixed-win ground attack ajrcraft
were out strikes inside
LTTE-controlled areas in north-
east Shri Lanka.

Plot to kill Bush

Kuwait resumes
trial of 14

KUWAIT CITY, July 17: The
trial resumed here today of 11
iragqis and three Kuwaitis
charged with plotting to assas-
sinate former US President
George Bush, reports AFP.

The state security court was
to hear the testimony of the
last defendant, Badr Al-Sham-
mari, a 20-year-old Kuwaiti.

Since the trial opened on
June 6, two Iragi suspects,
read Adel Amir Al- i and
Wali Abdel Hadi Al-Ghazali,
‘have confessed to links with
the Iragi Inte Services.

But all the others have de-
nied any knowledge of the al-
leged plot to kill Bush during a
visit to Kuwait in April.

US warships fired 23 cruise
missiles at the Iragi Intelli-
gence Service headquarters in
Baghdad in retaliation for the
alleged plot, although Iraq has
also denied any involvement.

Six civillans were killed in the
attack.

Off the Record

Lavish wedding unlawful

NEW DELHI: India's eastern Orissa state has declared lav-
ish weddings unlawful and warned erring couples that they
could spend their honeymoon in jail — separately a newspa-
per said yesterday, reports Reuter. .

The Delhi-based Indian Express said the new law, passed
by the Orissa State Assembly on Friday, limits marriage ex-
penses to a maximum of 25,000 rupees (833 dollars), includ-
ing the cost of invitation cards, food, music and lighting,

The newspaper said the law, introduced by the left-leaning
Janata Dal Party Chief Minister Biju A Patnaik "plans to send
those who spend much too much for marriages not for hon-

eymon but to prison.”

It quoted Patnaik as ﬁ:ﬂ:ng legally limited marriage ex-
penses would help check widely-criticised Indian dowry
system in which the brides' families offer huge amounts to

the grooms as an important pre-condition for marriage.
r » - F \ L ]
Diet pill’ for Mosquitoes
VERO BEACH, Florida: A "diet pill" for itoes
keeps the biting backyard pests [rom developing into aduits
by starving them to death, university scientists said on Friday,

reports Reuter.
The pill consists of a natural masquito hormone, found in a

female mosquito's ovaries and secreted after the insect di-

gests a blood meal. :

Chemists Dov Borovsky and David Carison of the University
of Florida discovered that injecting the hormone into the
mosquito immediately after a feeding will wreak havoc on the
insect's digestive system. a=

"Adult mosquitoes just get WTONg K« ot di-
gest blood,” said Borovaky” and even mosquito larvae, 'bﬁm
digest bacteria in the water, will die of starvation by eating ft, '
so | like to call it a diet pill.”

She provokes riot by
flashing her thighs

LONDON: An American woman who provoked a riot outside
the US Embassy by flashing her legs at demonstrating Somali
women was ordered to keep the peace on Friday, reports
Reuter.

Elizabeth Begnaud, a 40-year-old US navy restaurant man-
ager, offended about 200 Somalf women who were protesting
against the US military action in Somalia by lifting her skirt to
show here thighs on Tuesday.

A group of the Somalis, who as Muslims value strict stan-
dards of female dress, were incensed. They pulled Begnaud to
the ground and tugged at her hair, lawyers told a London
magistrates court

Disorder broke out as police tried to rescue her, and nine
Somali women were arrested amid violent scenes during
which one policeman was stabbed and another knocked un-

Beijing denies building

base in South China Sea

BEWING, July 17: China de-
nied today that it was building
a military air base in the dis-
puted South China Sea, reports
AFP, ;

A book published by the
Public Security Ministry re-
ported that China was con-
structing the base to prepare for
possible combat in the strate
region, triggering concemrn
several neighbours.

“The allegation that China fs
building milf bases in the
South China Sea Is totally
groundless, nor does China
have any intention to manufac-
ture small aircraft carriers,” a
Foreign Ministry spokesman
said

The base, according to the
book, was located in the Paracel
Islands, 600 kilometres [375
miles) from the Spratly Islands,
which are claimed by China,
Vietnam, Tatwan, Malaysia, the

Philippines and Brunei.

- The spokesman, asked to
comment on the book, said only
that s desire to peace-
fully handle rtval claims and
engage in joint exploration
“remains b

The book, military secrets,
was published last month by
the police officer educational
publishing house after
approved by censors. It dis-
closed for the first time detalls
of China's military purchases
and plans.

It said that China had al-
ready bought 24 advanced Su-
27 jet fighters and five heavy
military transport planes from
Russia. 5

China was also continuing
eflorts to obtain an aireraft car-
rier as part of {its
"determination” to bufld a blue
water naval fleet, the book said.
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Two ex-ministers, military chiefs held for corruption in ROK

i1
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we have acquired enough evi-
dence (o prosecute them.”

120 million won

(150,000 dollar) to Lee Sang-
Hoon in bribes.

Prosecution and Daewoo ol
ficials were not available for
comment on the report.

Daewoo Corp, the group's

irading arm, was Lthe local
r.‘oruu‘lnt for Lockheed Corp

between 1980 and 1991 when
South Korea was embarking on
a military build-up project,
codenamed "Yulkok".
Lockheed won an 810 million
dollar order in 1991 for six anti-
submarine patrol planes.

Prosecution sources said
former navy chief Kim Chul-woo
was sus of taking 300
milllon won (375,000 dollar)
from a local arms contractor in
connection with the purchase of

ships.

The contractor was also ar-
rested on bribery charges.

Former air lorce chief Han
was suspected of taking em-
bezzled 168 milion v
(208 500 dollar) whe: -+ was
alr lorce chief from 1990 to
1992.

State radio said the younger
brother of incumbent defence
minister Kown Yoong-Hae was
questioned on Saturday about

allegations that he recetved 50
million won (63,000 dollar) from
an arms dealer last year.

Kown was quoted as saying
he only borrowed the money
from the dealer and returned it
later.

His brother was in charge of
the military modernisation pro-

gramme before taking up his
cabinet post in February.

Last week the board of audit
and inspection said it had
round evidence that dozens of
former and active-duty military
officer= wore i olved in corrupt
m’ =

On president Kim Young-
Sam's orders, the board had in-
vestigated recent military hard-
ware purchases, including a 5
billion dollar fighter purchase
plan. Opposition politician said
they involved corrupt deals.

The government, citing cosl
saving, chose to by F-16 lalcons
built by General Dynamics alter
originally plumping for F-18
hornets produced by McDonnell
Douglas.

According to an October
1991 agreement with
Washington, South Korea is to
buy 12 F-16s from the United
States by 1905,

The Audit Board has said
former president Roh Tae-woo
might be investigated in
connection with the fighter pur-
chases.

Prestdent Kim on Wednesday
sacked tow generals for their
alleged involvement in corrup-
tion over the arms purchase
projects. A reshuffle of lower of-

ficers is expected soon. ;
Kim, the first president with-

out a military background for
more than three decades, has
led a drive to rid south Korea of
corruption since his inaugura-
tion in February.

Time bomb at
Srinagar airport
defused
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