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Hope for Pakistan

The postponement of the opposition's protest
march in Islamabad planned for Friday, an army-
brokered deal between President Ghulam Ishaq
Khan and Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif to retire
atleast temporarily and the dissolution of the
National Assembly to pave the way for a Iresh elec-
tion. probably in October, are all part of what is
seen as the easing of tension in Pakistan. However,
most of these developments remain based on ru-
mours and inspired speculations. Unless the par-
ties concerned — Ishaq Khan, Sharif, Benazir
Bhutto and the army chief General Abdul Waheed,
now the principal actor in the drama — sign a deal
or speak up on the action plan, nothing can be
considered settled. The fact that people of Pakistan
have seen enough of horse trading, what even by
Islamabad standard has been the most bizarre
politics, for past four months, has so far made no
difference to politicians, excluding virtually none.
Each one has played his (or her) part with relent-
less cynicism, knowing full well that each move

the army a new excuse — some would say, a
perfectly valid reason — to step in and impose
martial law on the country. There may be all kinds
of reasons why General Abdul Waheed did not grab
power all this time. He probably prefers to be the
king-maker than to take the direct responsibility of
running the administration of a strife-torn country.
Or he may well be giving the feuding politicians one
last chance to restore to the country a measure of
peace and stability within a constitutional framework.

Yet, there is so little ground for optimism, only a
dwindling faith within Pakistan that these politi-
cians would meet even the mintmum expectations.
There is really nothing new about politics in the
country being personality-oriented, instead of being
based on a socio-economic agenda. However, it has
never been as unprincipled as it has been in recent
months. In this scenario, even Bhutto, a politician
supposedly committed to some acceptable norms
and groundrules, no longer offers much of a choice.

At this moment, options remain hopelessly lim-
ited for Pakistan. One hope is that the deal as re-
ported yesterday will go through and the country
will have a fresh election to the National Assembly
in October, under the supervision of an interim
government headed by much-respected General
Yakub Khan or someone ol his stature, with the
army chief Waheed playing the watchdog role.
Ishaq Khan, the aging civil servant who has played
his role with ruthless cynical tenacity, may well
retire. However, it is too much to expect that an
young ambitious politician like Sharif will bow out.
Bhutto has her problems too, even within her own
party and outside.

It may well be good for Pakistan if the proposed
changes, including the October polls, produce some
new leaders with less obsession for power and
stronger commitment to stability and peace.

While a national election may well do some good
to the country, Pakistan must indeed take a good
look at its constitution. It was the move by Sharif
to amend the existing one, (o deprive the president

of cerfath powers which make a mockery of the |

parliamentary system, that had touched off the
present chain of events. The country must decide,
once [or all, what kind of system it should be gov-
erned under. It cannot be a half-way house, be-
tween a parliamentary framework and a presiden-
tial rule. At the same time, the relationship be-
tween the provinces and the centre must be better
defined than they are today. Again, somewhere
along the line, the judiciary which won much re-
specl by restoring Sharif to power, thus overturn-
ing the presidential decree, should be on the scene,
perhaps in the setting up of an election commis-
sion, to take a lesson from Bangladesh. It will be a
long haul. Pakistan deserves a good chance to
come out of the current ordeal, not Pakistan of
politicians but Pakistan of impoverished millions
who, like people in other countries of the region,
look for a place in the sun.

Ogata’s Sigh of Relief

Just a day afler givin% vent to her exasperation
over the commitments of aid for relief operation in
Bosnia, Sadako Ogata appears to be greatly re-
lieved of her worries, il not entirely happy. Indeed,
the chief of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) has got the assurance of at
~ least 63 million dollar for her agency alone out of a

total amount of 1.13 million dollar for UN opera-
ticn in the former republic of Yugoslavia from dif-
ferent governments and international organisa-
tions. Now she knows that her agency will have
enough at its disposal for continuing %e humani-
tarian, albeit risky. reliel operation in besieged
Bosnia-Herzegovina.

The response of the donors to her plea has come
at a crucial moment when Ogata knew her agency
had only enough for keeping alive the residents of
th; world’s most hostile place only for three weeks.
Her persuasive leadership has been amply re-
warded by the donors. But she could be happier
still had the response been equal to her call for a
total aid worth 200 million dollar. Certainly, the
amount already committed will grow bigger with
further contributions by more nations and interna-
tional aid organisations. But given the enormous
:‘ll‘:Ed ﬂf lhehtra{:rpded pmﬁlF lﬁlf:}'_le for 1j.hf: come win-
er, all suc edges will lall short o
it pledg being equal to

In this connection, the recent OIC (Organisation
of Islamic Conference) resolution to send 18,000
troops, but no relief ﬁmds, needs to be scrutinised.
Sure enough, not all the OIC member countries
are in a position to help the Bosnian Muslims on
the defensive with enough money, but several of
the 51-nation body — particularly the Gulf nations
— can financially contribute to Ogata’s relief fund.
The military aid will be complemented by financial
support if countries in Middle East are serious

about lessening the sufferings of their Muslim
brothers and sisters in Bosnia.
The UNHCR has been braving overwhelming

odds not just because of the shortage of relief ma-
terials but also because of the danger aid workers
are exposed to. Military support until now has re-
mained far from adequate. It is the West that must
clearly spell out how it intends to bring an end to
the war in Bosnia-Herzegovina. Its double standard
and lack of seriousness has abominably been ex-
posed. The morsels of relief cannot be an answer
t.ﬂl ll'lu; su;f;nng of Bosnian Muslims. A political
solulion ably supported by military might should
be the criterion now, ) 8

INCE the [irst day wh
S en Hemo Sapiens stood
up and walked on two
[eet, he has been on the move.,
He has crossed vast distances
— across deserts, mighty
rivers, mountains and even the
oceans. Indeed the history of
human race is one of ceascless
movement [rom place to place
usually in search of lood and
sceurity. At a later stage Lhey
sought fertile land. plentilul
water, lemperate climale as
well as peace and security. In
certain periods of history the
movement was rapid while at
other times it was slow and
unspectacular. But al no time
in history the migration
stopped.
istorians tell us about the
great migration of the Aryans
from central Asia to the sub
continent. Others followed from
diflerent countries and made it
a melting pot of races, cultures
religions and languages. Tagore
in his celebrated poem “I3haral
Tirtha" described this process of
assimilation. In Bangladesh we
have had successive waves ol
immigrants. The Aryans,
Pathans, Mughals, Iranians,
Arabs and perhaps people of
Mongoloid stock from the East

[ entered this fertile delta and

made us what we are today.
However since the last few
decades a reverse [low has
started. People have started Lo
leave this over-populated land
in search of better opportuni-
ties. While we welcomed the
immigrants in the past with
open arms, our people, regret-
tably, are facing obstacles ev-

The latest State of the World
Population report, issued by the
United Nations Population
Fund, has highlighted the phe-
nomenon of migration across
international borders. The re-

estimates that there are
least 100 million international
migrants living outside the
countries where they woere born,
or around 2 per cent of the

EARLY two decadces aft-

er the end of the Viet-

nam War and one and a
half years after the collapse of
the Soviet Union, Washington's
relations with Hanoi are still
frozen in the Cold War era.

The United States has not
forgiven Vietnam for winning
the war, and some US officials
seem to think victory over
communism will not be com-
plete until Asia's three com-
munist bastions — China,
Vietnam an North Korea — hold
multi- elections.

Washington slapped a trade
and investment embargo on
North Vietnam in 1964 and on

embargo alsd blocks credit from
the World Bank, the Inter-

| national Monetary Fund (IMF)

and the Asian Development
Bank (ADB).

"It is a matter of prestige.
Lifting the embargo means
Vietnam won the war,” says one

Hanoi-based European diplo- -

mat.

US President Bill Clinton will
have to decide
‘whether or not to renew the
embargo for anether year. But
much more pressing for
Vietnam is to try and convince

Washington to unblock inter-
national credits.

ynified Victndm after 1975. The '~ | 0\ 2 tions and st g
s Circ

les, th-

in August

Thanks to the television and stories told by returning migrants, awareness among the poor people
about what life abroad can offer to them create an irresistible urge to migrate. They are ready to take
incredible risks just to land somewhere in Europe or America. Despite draconian anti-immigration

laws it is doubtful if the door can be completely shut on their face.

world's population. Of thesc, an
estimated 17 million are
refugees, while at least 20 my
lion are [leeing violence
drought or environmental de
siruction. The rest, according to
the UN report, are economic
migrints, seeking opportunities
for a better life

The weslern countries are
concerned about the so called
economic migrants. Such peo-
ple, they feel, somehow do not
deserve their support or assis-
Lance. Obviously, they are wor
ried that a floed of such people
would disturb their comfortiable
life style, It may be recalled that

the European nations solvod
Lhetr problens of over popula o
and poverty by sconding then
surplus population o L«

Amcricas, Australia, Now
Zealand and elsewhere. Usually
the rest sections of their so

cieties gambled 1o leave their
ancesiral homes in search ol
fortune in distant lands. Thoy
did not care to consider the k

gality of their entry into a coun

try. For them might was right.
They did not apply to the immi-
gration authorities in a nice and
polite way. They used the mosli
brutal and violent methods that
they knew. The American
Indians were nearly wiped out
by the immigrants of European
origin; Australian aborigines are
almost extinct. What was the
motivation of these migrants?
They were clearly economic mi-
grants — just like the Asians
and Africans today — who are
simply seeking to avail of oppor

tunitiwes Lthey see in Europe and
Arwrwea. They usually try to o
legally and often take great
pains lo meet the stringent re-
guircments for entry. But will
they be deterred by the barriers

that have been erected by thesc
allluent countries? The English,
the Spanish, the Portuguesc,
the French and the Dutch were
nul deterred by either the natu-
ral obstacles ol those days or
the dangers presented by the
indigenous people. Necessity,
they reasoned, knows no law
These are however dillerent
times. The Asian or African mi-
grants seeking a better life in
Europe or America or Australia
are in no position to use Lhe
kind of strong arm tactics that
the Europeans used. It is there-
fore an uphill task. If the afllu-
cnt countries decide to shut

intermalional irade and greater
than the 846 billion spent world
wide that year in foreign aid.
For some countries in the Third
World the remittances of the
migrant labour has become a
major source of foreign ex-
change. Development pro-
gramme of these countries are
dependent on the remittances
from the expatriates. Indeed

the expatriate Chinesc are the
most important source of for-

investment for China who
have fuelled the current boom.
Non-resident Indians have also
started to play a significant role
in spreding up the growth of the

their doors there is little that
the poor countries can do about
it. This is the current realily
though the report says that
"where legal channels are
closed, migrants will enter by
whatever means are available to
them.” The increasingly strin-
gent and harsh measures being
introduced by these countries
do not seem to substantiate this

remnark.

Migrant workers who go to a
munu;y on the basis of a con-
tract for a limited period has
become a new but rather im-
portant feature of the contem-
porary world scene. According
lo the UN Population Fund re-
port, migrants sent to their
countries of origin about 866
billion in 1989, the last year for
which an estimate was avail-
able. This is only second to the
oil industry as a component of

Indian economy. Pakistan gets
a large part of its foreign ex-
change income from expatriates
working in the Middle East. The
impact of the expatriate
Bangladesh natfonals Hving in
the Middle East, the UK and
other countries, on our eco-
nomic growth is less obvious
perhaps because we have not
been able to provide reliable in-
vesitment outlet to them. DBut
the importance of the foreign
vxchange that flows in regularly
cannot be over emphasized.
Migration, however, is nol
just a cross border phe-
nomenon. There is a massive
migration taking place within
national boundaries — from
countryside to the cities. Each
year, according to the UN re-
pert, between 20 million and 30
million of the "world's poorest
peoplc” move from rural areas

Third World s

into urban zoncs, cspecially the
burgeoning
‘megacities”. On a hepeful note
the report cornwludes that con

tinuing migration. both to the
cities and internationally is in-

evitable. "The aim must be to

bring some balance to the
forces driving migration so as to
maximize its benefits and min-

imize its risks.” The reporn rec-
ommends policies 1o enable

prople to ltve in dignity in Lheoir

own counires, and to make

gralion a real choice between

opportunities.”

Mr James N Purcell, the
Director General ol the
International Organization for
Migration has, in an article in
the International Herald
Tribune, called for a coherent
strategy which, according to
him, is “clearly a global issue”
Referring to the restrictive im-
migration laws being enactcd
by France and Germany and
olher developed countries, hd
said that "the [low of migranis
cannot be turmmed ofl and on 31
will.” He called on the devel-
oped countries Lo focus on the
rcasons pushing the huge
number ol people to seek asy-
lum abroad. 1le has suggested a
number of concrete and positive
steps to bring some order in the
current chaotic situation. One
of his suggestions touched on
the root of the problem.
According to Mr Purcell the blue
print for action must ensure
that international development
aid will target migrant-produc-
ing countries. "The goal is to
increase job and wealth cre-
ation, fostering development.” Is
this too idcalistic a goal?
Bangladesh is literally bursting
al Lthe seams. More than cighty
percent of the people live below

Vietnam : No Spoils for the Victor

At the April IMF meetings in
Washington, France, Australia
and Japan tried to convince the
United States to resume aid,
but were unsuccessful. US offi-
cials finally agreed to a special
meeting to debate the issue in
June.

"It is a pity that the United
States requested a postpone-
ment of these discussions,” a
Vietnamese foreign ministry
spokesman, Phan Thuy Than,
was guoted as saying in Hanoi

recently. "It runs counter tﬂrli.hlc
-

ternational Busines
cluding (US) businessmen.”

But some analysts here feel
Hanoi could be over-estimating
the clout US big business has
in" Washington, or the impor-
tance of Vietnam to some of the

. bigger transnational.

France, Australia, Sweden
and Japan have offered to help
lHanoi settle its US $140 million
arrears with the IMF. This
would make Vietnam become el-
igible for more lending, provided
political hurdles can be over-
come.

US scnator and Vietnam War

Washington i1s still punishing Vietnam for
winning war. Kunda Dixit of IPS reports
from Ho Chi Minh City.

veteran John Kerry was in
[lanoi in May to clear up the
sensitive issue of US servicemen
missing in action during the
war — one of the issues which
have delayed the lifting of the
embargo,

The Vietnamese cause was
set back by the discovery of

Jocwmenisdu-Russian amgh e,
las¥ montl that showsed, Noeih,,

Victnam was holding more pris-
oncrs than it freed in 1973.

That document has since
been proven to be inaccurate,
but US officials are pecved
Ilanoi has only now shown
them a full list of prisoners,
sayving it was discovered re-
cently. Kerry délivered a letter
to Victnamese President Le Duc
Anh from Clinton which pledged
to ease the cmbargo if Tull ac-
cess to the documents is as-
surcd.

Many Vietnam-based foreign
businessmen and diplomats say
the issuc of US missing in ac-

tion is just an excuse lor
Washington to keep on pushing
a communist government that
defeated fit.

“There are already hints from
official US statements that afier
the MIA (missing in action) is-
sue Washington is going to use
human rights as a condition for
lifing. 4he. embarge.” said enc
Ewropéan, investor, visiting Hlo
Chi Minh City.

Businessmen here had
thought Vietnam was dangling
its fattest joint venture con-
tracts in the oil industry for US
companies (o persuade
Washington to lift the embargo.

But Hanoi seems to have got
tircd of waiting and in April
awarded an exploration contract
for ollshore Dai [Hung oillield in

Vicinam's southern continental -

shelfl to an Australian firm.
There is debate about how

badly Vietnam is hurt by the

missing US investment, but

|
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Free Market
Economy

Sir, It has been some time

since the state-controlled social-
ist mode] of economic develop-
ment was decisively discredited
in the former USSR and its
saltellites around the world.
Economists, politicians and
journalists who thought of the
soclalist path as a sure bet to
Utopia can be forgiven for
holding on to a fundamentally
Nawed economic concept during
the Communist heydays of the
‘70s and 'BOs. After all the leftist
propaganda machine was at
work full time putting rosy
white washes on a crumbling
socio-economic system.

But this is now: How do our
politicians, economists and
journalists explain their con-
tinuing reluctance to support a
total divestment of the bloated
and inefficient state sector in
Bangladesh? Do notl our people
deserve the benelit of better
scrvice than they get at state-
controlled bank, Biman, or

- T&T? Do not they deserve the

lower prices which are an
inevitable consequence of
deregulation and competition?
Unfortunately, whenever a move
lowards denationalizing of a
major unit has been planned
(whether during the previous or
the present regime), a phalanx
of politicians and labour bosses
have thwarted the overdue
move. And their intransigence
has been implicitly given credi-
bility by the 'scholarly’ pieces of
economists and intellectuals

| who are still culling from their

lecture notes of the 1960s when

| socialism seemed to hold all the

answers,

One doesn't need Lo look far
to find suitable examples of
what a hands-ofl approach by
government can do 1o a nation's
ceonomy. To our cast s
Milaysia. Hardly an cconomic
power in the 70s, today it has
"the highest growth rate of any
Asian economy. In our own re-
gion of the world, one needs to
look only as farther as Pakistan.
It is little surprise that a
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Pakistani economy liberated
from the clutches of state regu-
lation, is making its mark not
only at home but in the emerg-
ing nations of Central Asia.

I, for one, have abundant
faith in the entrepreneurial fibre
of our countrymen. Freed from
government intervention, I am
confident, Bangladeshi busi-
nessmen will help create a mir-
acle similar to that of Malaysia
or Pakistan. Let the ¢onsumers
have a choice of their own
banks, airlines and telephone
companies. If the goal is more
jobs, lower prices and efficient
economic units, then the
inevitable road to take is
marked with three signposts —
denationalization, deregulation
and competition. :

Fer twenty long years
Bangladesh has trusted its eco-
nomic fate and political viability
on a socialist econo
sequence it has become a bas-
ket case. We cannot let the
politicians and their cohorts in
the academia and labour to
take us on a socialist joyride
anymore, It is time for a free en-
terprise, free market economy
and, consequently, a more self-
reliant nation which.depends
more on itself and less on the
World Bank. As Nobel laureate
economist Milton Friedman so
aptly put it: "A free market is a
neces condition for political
freedom." Time to put down
Karl Marx and pick up Adam
Smith.

Esam Sohail
Ombudsman

Wichita State University
[JSA

Hats off to Steffi!

Sir, Through vour esteemed
daily, I would like to congratu-
late Stefli Gral, on her brilliant
pull-off at the Wimbledon
Women's Final this year.

It was the 100th Women's
Wimbledon Final, and probably,
the most spectacular and
breath-taking ever. The all-
English grass court has once
again proved that experience
helps one to win the silver

. In con-

salver. Stefli courageously ©s-
caped from the jaws of defeat.

- Watching Stefli reminded me of

the fourth Test between
Australia and the West Indics at
Adelaide, which the Windies
won by only 1 run! The Aussies
needed only 186 runs, had 2
days and 10 wickets in hand.
Surely, this was not a task at
all for the giant Aussies. But no,
the Windies bowled them out
for 184 runs. The memory of

the DBridgetown Test against

South Africa, 1992 also speaks
of escaping from the jaws of de-
feat,

Stefli did the same thing.
Although Grafl won the first set
7-6, she simply let away the
second by a 1-6 margin. The
third and final set was a real
drama. Novotna was up by 4-1.
Everyone, even Steffi thought
that she had the match
wrapped up. After that, it was
sheer drama. Steffi seldom
played a wrong shot. She won 5
games at a stretch to elinch her
5 th title in 6 years and also to
make a hat trick in the 100th
Women's Wimbledon Final!

A big round of applause for
Jana Novotna for putting up
such a stubborn resistance
against the queen for so long
and a warmer applause for the
German, Stefli Gral. Both have
exhibited high drama at the
100th Women's Centre Court
Final, But it was Steffi Graf who
totally proved that "When the
going gets tough, the tough re-
ally gets going.” Hats off to you
Stefli! Keep the form up for the
US Open in August.

Asrarul Islam Chowdhury
Department of Economics
Jahungirmagar University
Savar, Dhaka

Intermediate
College at Kotbari

Sir, Kotbari, a place of his-
torfcal importance, has devel-
oped into a beautiful township
worthy of being awarded the
status of a Pourashava., Bes-

ides, the Rural Development:

Academy, Kotbari has a B Ed

College, a Technical [nstitute, a
Cadet College, one of the biggest
high schools in Comilla i.e.
Laboratory High School and an
Institute of Vocal Education.
The Museum {s situated at a
distance of half a mile from
Kotbarf. The Regional Head
Quarters of BDR has been set.
up there. The Mainamati
Cantonment {s extended upto
Kotbari. New buildings, shops,
super markets are being set up
Lthere and the House Building
Finance Corporation has ac-
cepted Kotbari as an area for
extension of loan facilities.

In spite of all developments,
Kotbari does not have an
Intermediate College and due to
the absence of an Intermediate
College, the girl students of
Kotbari area, in most cases,
have to give up education after
SSC, a student has to spend at
least Tk 300,00 per month on
rickshaw hire if he/she gets
admitted to a college in Comilla.
No bus is allowed to run be-
tween Kotbari and Comilla by
the rickshaw pullers.

The Laboratory High School
has 58 rooms of which 20 are
not required to be used. These
20 rooms are sufficient for
opening an Intermediate Colle-
ge. If a Cadet College is allowed
to function both as a High
School and an Intermediate
College, then the Laboratory
High School at Kotbari may also
be allowed to open Intermediate
classes and the Head Master of
the School if he is a Master
Degree holder may be permitted
to work as Principal of the
Intermediate College in addition
to his duties of the Head
Master. Alternatively, voluntary
scrvice of the retired profess-
ors /olflicers may be accepted for
starting the college and running
it for a year or two. The well-to-
do people of the locality are
reportedly prepared to bear
other expenses for running the
college.

Will the Secretary and DG,
Secondary Eduecation, look into
the matter sympathetically?

S A Bhuiyan
Baterbaria, Comdlla
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there is no question that the
country sorely needs soft credit
to rebuild its roads and rail-
way's.

"A cracking infrastructure —
water and sewage systems,
power generation, telecommu-
nications, roads and transport,
all scandalously underdevel-
oped or undermaintained for
decades — is matched by facto-
ries with equipment often dat-
ing to French colonial times,”
says the magazine Business

International.

» One estimale says Vietnam.
needs US 840 billion over the

next 10 years to repair its war-
damaged infrastructure and

build badly needed phone net-
works, power lines and ports.
The IMF set up resident oi-
fice in Hanoi in January, and
the World Bank is appraising
energy and transport loans once
lending is wunblocked. The

' Migration across International Borders : Need for a Global Policy

the poverty line

Thanks to the ielevision and
stories told by returning mi-

grants, awareness among Lhe

poor people about what life
abroad can offer to themn create
<N irresistible urge o migrate.
ey are ready io take incredi-
ble risks just 10 land some-
where in Europe or Ameriea.
Nespite draconian anti-immi-

gration laws it is doubtful il the

door can be completely shut on
their face. After all these immi-
grants frem the low-income
vountries offer Lheir serviees al
ridiculously low wage. They arc
also prepared to do the dirty”
or physically hazardous jebs
which the established and af-
Mucnt citizens are unwilling o
undertake. So the flow will con-
tinue but perhaps at a redueed
raie though the pressure, both
demographic and economic, will
intensify. It is not enough, in
my view, to simply publish re-
ports and hope for the best.
Following the initiative of Mr
Purcell the whole question
ought te be put on the UN
agenda. Whether it is fixed term
labour contract in a foreign
country or attempled immigra-
tion to a rich country for pelitl-
cal or ernnomic  reasons, a
person docs not forfeit his fun-
damental human rnghts

The brutal manner in which
the Hongkong anthorities dealt
with the Vietnamese refugees
on their soil should alert us
about the need for vigilance.
The international commumnity
should devise a humane and
responsible procedure to deal
with the desire of a man or
woman to find opportunities for
a better and more secure life.
Should we not be the ones to
take the initiative? It is the
Third World countries who
should collectively put it en the
agenda of the General
Assembly so Lthal sieps can be
taken to give Lthe protection of
law to the vast numbcr of peo-
ple crossing national borders in
scarch of betler lile,

Manila-based ADD is also eval-
uating future p ts. In a re-
port on Vietnam in April, the
bank said poor infrastructure
could affect the country's
growth petential. :

“Improyed availability of ex-

térnal assistance would cnable
more substantial and rapid

progress, to be made in rectify-
ing critical infrastructure defi-
ciencies,” the ADB said.

Not everyone agrees that lift-

- ing the embargo will be good.

Some busincssmen fear the
competition will be so fierce
once the US companies come in
that Vietnam will not be worth
the trouble.

Same orthadox co
withinithe pariy are 8
feel Vietmam, which has always
been self-sufficient, does not
need to turn itsell into an IMF
vassal. Lately they have been
increasingly vocal in blaming
Lthe country's liberal investment
policies for growing inequities in
socicly, rising prostitution and

sts,
to

OPINION

As a resident of Faridpur, |
would like to begin by extending
my heartfelt apologies to Dr
Kamal Hossain for the unpleas-
ant incident surrounding his
recent visit. In fact, having been
in Dhaka that day, [ would even
confess to being fortunate that I
did not have to witness the
shameflul events, for there is a
strong possibility that 1 mysclf
would have been assaulted
while trying to prevent those
events from happening. Having
apologised though — not just
personally but on behalf of most
residents of this town — [ would
like to draw the nation's atten-
tion to some salfent facts not
covered by reports in the daily
press subsequent to the inci-
dent. But prior to raising them,
| would also like the readers to
consider the general mood pre-
vailing across the country as a
whole and in rural areas in par-
ticular. |

There is, above all, a sense of
helplessness with regards to
both economic survival as well
as law and order. Or rather,
disorder. Plus the feeling of a
poor cousin getting fobbed off at
the gate with a morsel of charity
while inside (in this case,
Dhaka) the banquet procecds
with great pomp and extrava-
gance. Middlemen with mani-
cured fingernails make millions
while farmers go ignored.
Youths, unemployed and frus-
trated, fall easy prey to such
destructive substitutes as drugs
and alcohol. Petty traders find
themselves going bankrupt be-
cause local inhabitants have
lost their purchasing r. A
generation that has sacrificed
so much to make this a free and
independent nation watches on
helplessly as collaborators crawl
out of the woodwork claiming
now to be the saviours. The dis-
appointments are many and the
scnse of helplessness grows by
the day and it is against such a
backdrop that events relating to
Dr Kamal's visit should be
judged. And while | cannot
swear to the validity of each
fact, | can, from subsequent in-
vestigations, safely sum up the
feelings and convictions of the
towns-people on the day of the
meeting. Beliefs that engen-
dered the kind of reception that

Qr Kamal was unfortunate to

curruption.

An Appeal to Dr Kamal Hossain

walk into, and it is on behall of
the much maligned people of
Faridpur that I would like o
pose the following questions in
the hope that they shall be an-

swered.

One: being such a respected
individual and a proclaimed
demorrat, not to mention a
lawyer of international repute,
wouldl he eall Mostala Mohsin
Montu demoerat too — despile
the licree reputation that the
gentleman has? If the answer is
yes, what explanation would Dr
Kamal use to back that defini-
tion? And if, as should be the
case, the answer is no, then
whal is a man of his caliber.
doing in such company?

Two: how could the miceting
of the Democeratic Forum in
Faridpur be convened by some-
one suspected by most of hav-
ing been an active member of
the local Peace Commiltlee in
'71? Out of courtesy to Dr
Kamal, | shall not cast asper-
sions on some ol the others |
gracing the platform that day
but the gentleman who was the
convenor is one known in town
for having sympathies for the
collaborators — having said
which [ would hasten to remind
Dr Kamal of two Lthings: a) that
in Bangladesh, rumors play as
strong a part in events as facls
and it is irrelevant, therefore,
whether the convenor s, in [act,
an anti-liberationist or not.
What {s important is that he is
generally believed to be so, and
b) that a person is as much
judged by his own character as
by the company he keeps.

- What is particularly painful
is that Dr Kamal is nobody's
fool and it is therefore difficult
to accept ignorance as a de-
fence.

In elosing, | would make this
plea to Dr Kamal. 'If ever this
country needed transparent
politics and honest leadership,
now is the time. People are
crying out for them and | would
urge you to either step out of
politics or play fafir. In any case,
the last thing the country needs
is 1o lose people of your calibre
to further subterfuge, further
politicking for power's sake.'

Shal Rahman
Chor Komlapur, Faridpur.
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