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NEWS BRIEFS
Judge removed

Md Shahjahan, Assistant
of Kulaura thana, under

Mou district, has been
removed from service for spe-
cific misconduct and corruption
under Covernment Employees
(Discipline and Appeal) Regu-
lations 4 (3) (C) of 1985. The
Ministry of Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs, in
consultation with Bangladesh
Public Service Commission and

Govt officials’

exam deferred

The first half depart-
mental examination of 1993 for
officials scheduled
July 19 has been deferred 1o
July 23 due to unavoidable cir-
cumstances. A government
amination will now be held at
the hall room of the
Pubiic Service Commission
Secretariat from ©® am to 12
Noen and 2 pm to 5 pm on the
day, reports UNB.

Weekly Benapole
Barta launched

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE. July 17: The pub-
lication ceremony of the “Weelkly
Benapole Barta' edited by Jamal
Hossain was h:ld at Benapole
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Assemblies to be dissolved: Sharif's address today

| Opposition leader Benazir Bhutto chaired a meeting of the
Pekistan People’s Party (PPP) at her residence yesterday.

— AFP photo

ISLAMABAD, July 17: Pakis-
tan President Ghulam Ishaq
Khan resigned tonight to end a
months-old political crisis,
convener of the All Partiesg
Conference (APC), Nawabzada
Nasrullah announced here, re-
ports AFP,

Nasrullah told reporters that
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
had also advised the President
to dissolve the National Assem-
bly.

YThe Assembly would be dis-
solved late tonight or early
Sunday, he added.

He said the breakthrough
was achieved in a second round
of talks between the President,
Prime Minister and the Army
Chief General Abdul Waheed.

The two decisions taken si-

Ishaq Khan resigns

multaneously marked the end
of a power struggle between the
Prime Minister and President
which has been going on for
several months. -

Nasrullah said Provincial
Assemblies would also be dis-
solved and caretaker govern-
ments installed in the four
provinces.

He said elections would be
h_Eld latér this year.

Editorial on Page 4

Earlier, the squabbling lead-
ers met again with the country's
powerful Army Chief today but
remained deadlocked over
whether the Prime Minister or
President should resign first to
end a political crisis.

See Page 12 Col 7

ISLAMABAD, July 17: Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
refused late tonight to confirm that President Ghulam Ishaq
Ehan had resigned as had been announced earlier by the

opposition, reports AFP.
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Minimum basic

pay refixed

~at Tk 950

By Staff Cnrrespnndent

The government has refixed
the minimum basic pay for
public sector workers at Tk 950
against the National Wage
Commission’s recommendation
of Tk 1000.

The Labour and Manpower
Minister Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan announced this at a
news conference yesterday al-
though the government-labour
bodies’ dispute over the wage
refixation remains unresolved.

The SKOP and other labour
bodies enforced a nationwide
shutdown twice previously and
another 48- hour strike is
scheduled from July 19 de-
manding implementation of the
comrmission’'s proposals.

Announcing the new pay
structure at the Bureau of
Manpower, Employment and
Training, the Labour Minister
disclosed that with the new ba-
sic pay the minimum salary of a
nationalised sector industrial
worker would rise to Tk 1493
from the existing Tk 1103. This
figure would stand at Tk 2076 if
other benefits including bonus,
gratuity and leave pay were
added, he mentioned.

Giving a breakdown of the
gross pay, the Ninister said the
new structure would provide for
35 per cent house rent, Tk 150
as medicdl allowance and Tk 60

for conveyance.
The refixed basic pay would

R

be effective from July .1 of 1991
while the other benefits from
July 1 of 1992, the Minister
said, adding the new
structure would be adjusted
soon after necessary formalities.
The Labour Minister was as-
sisted at the press conference
by State Minister for Textiles
Major (Retd) Abdul Mannan and
officials of his ministry. Jute
Minister ASM Hannan Shah,
who was also supposed to at-
tend could not tum up due pre-
occupations at his own min-
istry, Mannan Bhuiyan said.
Mannan Bhufyan hoped
See Page 12 Col 1

SKOP to go ahead
with 48-hour strike

Four workers-employees’ fe-
derations yesterday said they
would push ahead with the 48-
hour strike and road-rail barri-
cade planned for July 19-20 to
“protect” the country’s mills and
factories from ‘impending ru-
ination,” reports UNB.

A written statement read
out by veteran labour leader
Abul Bashar at a press confer-
ence, said their programme
was not to destroy indigenous
industries but to protect the
country’s greater interest from
the "design” of the World Bank,
the IMF and other foreign

See Page 12 Col 1

that

WASHINGTON, July 17:
Russia has to freeze a
contract to sell rocket engines
to India, State Department
spokesman Michael Hct":unj'
said Friday, reports AFP.

Moscow agreed late
Thursday to freeze a planned
sale of rocket engines and to
refuse to sell India other tech-
nology linked to rocket engine
development, said MeCurry,
who declined to give further de-
But the agreement reached
Thursday allows Moscow to sell
some ., with the exact
number to be decided in ncptﬁ
-uunn in coming days, said

In exchange for freezing the
contract, the United States will
not {implement sanctions
against Moscow, making it pos-
sible for a US-Russia space
agreement to be wrapped up in
the near future.

Washington had wanted the
sale annulled because India
could have used the technology
to develop its ballistics industry
in violation of the nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

Moscow’'s about-face could
sct back the Indian space pro-
gramme by two , force New
Delhi into co tion with
China, delay future satellite
launches and introduce techno-

logical and payload changes.

Russia shelves rocket
deal with India

"There will be a setback of
couple of years in developing
our satellite launch capability,’
said Jasjit Singh, director of the
Institute of Defence Studies and
Analysts here.

In an interview a day lftt:r
the freeze was announced in
Washington, the strategic ana-
lyst said the US-Russia
ment dented Moscow's ch
ity as a reliable

He expected India to search
for alternative — and inexpen-
sive — sources to put its satel-
lites into orbit while develo
its own technology to launc
heavy payloads.

New Delhi had been huping
See Page 12 Col 7

Jamaat policy
planners meet
today

By Staff Correspondent

The Mails-e:8hura, the
highest policy-making body of
the Jamaat-e-Islami, Bangla-
desh, is holding an emergency
meeting today to discuss the
current national and global
political situations, party sou-
rees . ‘
Members of the 141-man
body will meet at the Magh-
bazar Al- Falah auditorium at
10 am, party sources said,
adding that although just- freed
party chiel Prof Gnltl;l Azam
will attend, the meeting will be
chaired by acting Amir Abbas
Alt Khan.

Jamaat's publicity secretary
Abdul Kader Mollah told The
Daily Star that the present sit-
uation in Bosnia would domi-
nate the Shura meeting, being

See Page 12 Col 8

Krishak Dal's extended meet

Ensure rights of

farmers: PM

Prime Minister Begum Kha-
leda Zia said here yesterday
that the farming community
should be made aware of the
government’'s welfare measures
aimed at checking the middle-
men and vested quarters from
reaping the farmers’ share of
profit and benefit, reports BSS.

Addressing the extended
meeting of the Jatiyatabadi
Krishak Dal central committee
at the auditorium of the
Institute of Engineers’
Bangladesh, the Prime Minister
called upon the t leaders
of the BNP to streamline the
disorganised farming commu-
nity and make them conscious

and ensure due reward for their
labour.

Farmers do not resort to
hartal or launch movement for
realising their demands. They
only work hard for increasing
production. "We will extend all-
out support for those who work

for production,” the Prime
Minister said.
Citing some examples of the

deprivation of the farming
community from getting the
benefit of the welfare measures,
the Prime Minister said the
government had reduced the
price of fertilizer by Tk 650 per
ton but the farmers were not
See Page 12 Col 1

Japan goes to polls today
under the shadow of a possible
parliamentary instability, the
first of its kind to be faced by
this glant industrial power in its
Post-War history.

More than 90 million voters
will go to the polis to elect a
totalof 511 lower house mem-
bers in a multiple-seat consti-
tuency system, which is at the
centre of the debate surroun-
ding the issue of political
reform.

Political analysts and obs-
ervers, whom this correspon-
dent talked fo during his recent
monih-long stay in Japan,
widely speculated on the ruling
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)
losing the majority in the all-
powerful Diet for the first time
since the party was formed in
1965,

The thrust of the opposition
partics’ is focussed
on the urgency to reform the
existing scandal-plagued poli-
tical system in the country,
m referred to as "money
pulith

On the other hand, the LDP,
is harping on the stability card
and the importance of having

an experienced government in
power at a time when important
global political changes are

taking place.

News Analysis

Tsutomu Hata

Ja apan s unpredictable polls

by S Y Bakht, who recently visited Japan

In case of a hung parliame-
nt, analysts predict two possible
scenarios; the LDP retaining
power with the support of one
or more of the smaller parties;
or the major opposition political
parties, advocating political
reform, forming a coalition go-
vernment led by former Finance
Minister Tsutomu Hata, the
renegade LDP leader who, along
with 36 lower house members,
bolted out of the party last
month and formed the Shin-
seito or the Renewal Party.

Earlier on June 18, Prime
Minister Kiichi Miyazawa was
forced to call the snap polls
following defeat in an opposition
no-confidence motion accusing
him personally of reneging on a
promise to push for political
reforms.

Moved by the Social Democ-
ratic Party of Japan (SDPJ), the
‘Komeito' or 'Clean Government
Party’ and the Soctalist Democ-
ratic Party (DSP), the no-con-
fidence was by nearly
50 members of the ruling party

Sce Page 12 Col 4

Japan goes to
polls today

TOKYO, July 17: Japan's
political parties issueg their fi-
nal cam appeals today, on
the eve of crucial national elec-
tions, with most opposition
groupings united in their call
for an end to the Liberal
Democratic Party's (LDP) 38-
year rule, reports AFP.

"We must show that democ-
racy is alive in Japan, by ending
the one-party rule of the LDP
and forming a coalition govern-
ment,” the main opposition
Social Democratic Party (SDP)
said in a statement carried by
the Jiji press.

' The centrist Komeito and
democratic socialist parties
echoed the SDP call, with
Komeilo describing Sunday's
poll as "an historic election to
choose either a political reform-
orfented government or the con-
tinuation of LDP policies that
have stifled reform efforts.”

The ruling LDP is facing the
prospect of losing its majortty in
parliament for the frst time
since its formation in 1958,

[Barlier story on page 5|

Tk lcr govt dole
for sick drug co.

By Sohel Manzur

In an unprecedented move,
the government has decided to
provide Tk one crore to Edruc
Limited, a private pharmaceuti-
cal company in Pabna, to off-set
losses incurred due to the in-
troduction of the National Drug
Policy in 1982, according to of-
ficial sources.

The amount would be paid to
the company's bankers, thereby
closing a long standing debt
account, the sources said.

An official of the Ministry of
Finance, who preferred anony-
mity, however, refused to descr-
ibe this as a ‘grant’ for the
company, insisting that it was
being paid to the bank and not
the company itself.

According to other sources,
the money would be allocated
from the Tk 100 crore ear-
marked by the ment for
rrhahﬂitnthn of the sick indus-

The decision was taken
Thursday at a meeting of the
Review Committee, set up lor
considering the cases of sick
industries which were denied
fresh loans by the banks.

The Review Committee, hea-
ded by the Executive Chairman
of Board of Investment (BOI)
Mir Mustafizur Rahman, also
recommended that the
be given working ca to
the tune of Tk 3.5 crore for fits
rehabilitation and all interest on
the loan taken from the Janata
Bank be exempted, the sources
said.

According to the sources,
some 18 pharmaceutical items
produced by the company and
worth Tk 1.16 crore to be
destroyed because of the new
drug policy that forced the clo-
sure of the industry in 1989
after repeated losses. Besides,

Sce Page 12 Col 3

Despite draconian measures,
abuse remains a major
problem in Malaysia and is

considgred the country’s num-
ber one enemy .

Since the intreduction of a

{ mandatory death sentence for

drug trafficking in 1987, over
100 persons including some
have been hanged for

- drug offences in different states

in Malaysia

The latest execution of tral-
fickers took place on June 18 al

rmh-hqnh.

the Prison near the capi-
tal Kuala when two
persons including an

By Chapal Bashar back from Kuala Lumpur

The Australian, Dennis
McAulifle, 38, was found guilty
of carrying 141 gms of heroin al
the Bayan Lepas International
Alrport six years ago. A
Malaysian labourer Nordin
Tbrahim, 35, was also hangea
for possessing 315 gms of
drugs.

Malaysian Deputy Home
Minister Datuk Megat Junilt
disclosed last month in Kuala
Lumpur that the country has
160,000 known drug addicts, of
whom 100,000 were hardcore

The Deputy Minister, who
termed drug addiction as the
country’s biggest problem, how
ever, mentioned that following

enforcement ol the mandatory
death senience, the number of
new addicts had dropped to be-
tween 5000 and 6000 a year,
Before the introduction of the
death penalty, the figure of ad-
dicts was growing by between
12,000 and 14,000 every year
According to statistics avail-
able from Malaysia's National
Association for the Prevention of
Drug Abuse (Pemadam), 19085
drug addicts were detected in
1991, of which 4] per cent were
new. Ninety- eight per cent ol
them were male, most by in the
productive age bracket of be-
tween 18 and 34 years.
Concerned experts say that

Drug abuse : Malaysia's number one enemy

the problem of drug trallicking
in Malaysia is more serious
than the problem of addiction .

Malaysia has along coastline
and a border with Thailand

I through which dangerous drug

like heroin is smuggled into the
country for huge profits.

An official study shows that
addicts in Malaysia spend
about RM 720 milllon [over
1000 ecrore taka) a year on
drugs.

It is believed that the heroin

produded in the region called

the Golden Triangle — located

al the Thai-Myanmar-Lao bor-

der area in the north — are
See Page 12 Col 8

Govt college teachers begin
partial strike today

Lecturers and professors of
233 government colleges of the
country will begin a partial
work stoppage (rom today
(Sunday) to press for their 12-
point demand, reports UNB.

But examinations will be ex-
empted, said a press release is-
sued by the Bangladesh Gove-
ranment College Teachers’
Asasocialion.

The schedule of the work
stoppage is as follows: July 18-
24: 2 hours daily from 10 am;
July 26 to August 9: 3 hours,
from 10 am to | pm: and from
August 10: 4 hours daily till 2
pm.

The programme also in-
cludes wearing of black badges
and gherao of the education
boards and the Education
Ministry.

The teachers' demands in-
clude creation of 6,000 posts in
the 233 colleges and prometion
of affected teachers to remove
discrepancies.

They also demanded filling
up of 80 per cent s in the
Education Ministry by teachers,
inclusion of teachers in the
warrant of and fixa-

tion of retirement age at Il'

years.

| JS probe body

may sit July 21

By Staff Correspondent

The Parliamen fal
Committee fnrrmdhgmmsmm
the Opposition's n of
corruption ngnl!n:t the thltry
of Agriculture, |
Development and Flood Emlml
and the minister concerned is
likely to hold its first on
the 21st of this month, commit-
tee members said.

Jatiya (JS) consti-
tuted the 15-member probe
body headed by Shatkh
Razzak Al on July 13.

Mcmbers of the committee
representing both the ruling
party and the Opposition, quot-
ing the Speaker's office, told
The Dally Star last they
had been verbally informed
about the schedule of the
meeting.

"We are yet to receive the no-
tice of the meeting but the
Speaker told us about it,” one
member said. adding: "The

Sce Page 12 Col 3

Govt-jute workers'
talks end

without result

The talks between the gov-
ernment and the jute workers
ended yesterday night without
any result toward avoiding the
July 19-20 countrywide strike
called by Sramik Karmachari
Oikya Parishad (SKOP).

"We will sit agaim today
(Sunday)” Jute Minister ASM
Hannan Shah told UNB on com-
ing out of the 190-minute
meeting with labour leaders at
Adamjee Court.

He said the talks would con-
tinue till today afternoon as "we
wantl to resolve the problem.”

14-party call to
make tomorrow's
hartal a success

By Staff Correspondent

Fourteen opposition parties
yesterday jointly called upon
the people to make the eoun-
trywide half-day hartal on July
19 success.

The call came from a
meeting of the parties he
the central office of the Awami
League (AL} last evening.

The opposition parties called
the hartal to their three
point charter of demands in-
cluding implementation of the
government's accord signed
with the Sramik Karmachari
Oikkya Parishad (SKOP), probe
into allegations of corruption
against different ministries and
a stop to all alleged government
repression against opposition
activists.

The parties' hartal call was

See Page 12 Col 6

Sit-in in front of
Comilla DC’s

office

From Our Correspondent
COMILLA, July 17: About
15,000 people staged a four-
hour sit-in in front of the DC's
office here today to the
eviction notice on the in-
habitants of 11 villages near the
Comilla airport area.

A comumittee formed to pre-
vent the eviction of homesteads
brought out a big
that marched through the town.
The demonstrators submitted a
memorandum to the DC and
later held a rally.

Earlicr, on May 11 the
Army's land related authorities
served the eviction notices o
about 80,000 inhabitants of 11
villages near the Comilla air-
port.

, Tt;c;!t in was a part of a 24-
ay iong protest programme
which began July Bp

Local Member of Parliament
and secretary of the Jatiya
Party parliamentary wing
Monirul Huq Chowdhury,
;l::]m“btzﬁbdul Matin Khosru,

o Awami and all
the leaders and m of the
opposition of that area were

present during the protest pro-
gramme,

RU teachers

stage sit-1n
From Our Correspondent
RAJSHAHI, July 17: The
Rajshahi University Teachers'
Association (RUTA) today obser-
ved an hour long sit-in from 11 .
am to 12 noon in front ol the
Pro-VC's office prot appo-
intment of Prof Mokbul
as Treasurer of the university.
About one hundred teachers
in the sit-in dem-
onstration. Prof Kayes Uddin,
president of RUTA wurged the
Pro-VC whe is the acting VC w0

remove Prof Mokbul Hussain
from the post.



