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New WB Guidelines

The World Bank's new action plan, just an-
nounced in Washington, signals a reformulation of
its policy guidelines on lending. Initially, it could
Hoac problems for the countries enj the bene-

t of the Bank's programme. The move in this par-
ticular area could even slow down [resh assistance
in loans, However, if the action plan suc-
ceeds In

bringing about a significant improvement
in the performance of World financed projects
and p

s, al the end of the day. the new
initiative would provide a rich reward for the coun-
tries concermed too.

The main features of the action plan, as a World
Bank news release puts it, are to move the man-
of projects under implementation to centre
, involve borrowers and communities more in
the projects, and increase supervision and other
resources to assist borrowers in carrying out
projects better. The plan, it is said, is designed to
increase the World Bank's eflectiveness in meeting
its fundamental objectives of reducing
oling sustainable growth and development.
e plan, it appears, represents the follow-up ac-
tion on the [indings and recommendations of a
study commissioned by the World Bank authori-
ties. The study looked at the implementation record
of World Bank supported projects and recom-
mended measures (o reverse Lhe decline in the pro-
portion of successful operations over the last
decade.

The World Bank has some 1800 projects and

mmes under implementation. The number of
BlﬂrE Bank financed projects with major problems
is said to have doubled over the last decade,
reaching a high ol one out of five in 1991. It would
rather appear that the Bank admits of a share in
the blame for the implementation lag. Project de-
signs will be simplified. World Bank will also brin
in intermal changes with a view to alter institutiona
behaviour and attitudes. More weight will be given
to Joan portfolio management in promotion policy.
Increasing the continuity of its own stafl during an
operation's life, will be another internal change.

Under the new dispensation, eflective implemen-
tation of existing projects probably will form an im-

rtant consideration in sanctioning new loans.

is might create difficulties for countries like
Bangladesh where implementation lag is too much
in evidence. However, the measure would also cre-
ate an increased awareness of the urgency to com-
plete E]mjccts in time. On ils part, the World Bank
will place portiolio management at the core of its
country assistance strategies. The entire portfolio
f loans to a country will receive attention and if a
country faces difliculties in implementing existing
prujects, it can expect the Bank to help deal with
the problem,

Suistainabtlity of a project is to be adjudged by
its ab ility to continue to function after the termina-
tion ot the programme period of a loan. This could
stop th:= practice of duvelailinf a project scheduled
for completion with a new esigned project.
However, restructu or es of projects,
found not viable in the implementation stage,
ought to be allowed.

orld Ban k's new guidelines also e e closer
supervision o progress in implementation of pro-
jects and programmes funded by it. Achievement of
deye nt objectives — poverty alleviation
thivtagh acoctoraling susiainabile growth — will pe
monitored more ellectively. Let us hope that the
borrowing countries will not view intensified su-

] Wﬂ:"ﬁl ﬁﬁrﬂf ﬁgﬁﬁse ?n‘?}ﬁrgﬁg%?mudng countries

- and communities aflected by pr%ects in the plan-
ning and execution of projects. This appears to us
as a welcome move to make World Bank lending
programme a participatory venture in the borrow-
country. It would interest many to know exactly
how the World Bank would secure participation of
the poor in the design and implementation of pro-
jects directly allecting them. At this stage, we can
unjg suggest that rather than be guided by any
global design, this component of the programme
should be country specific, tailored to the exact
needs of each particular project.

Less Food for More People
That soil degradation has been taking place is a
phenomenon known to many and only a few — soil
scientists to be precise — are aware ol the full scale
of the largely man-made crisis. The enormity of the
roblem has just been revealed by a study released
the Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO).
According to the study, an estimated area across
the globe of the size of Alaska will mostly be unfit
for a ltural use in 20 years. One curullariy of
this issue — the abnormal fall in the world’s food
production — is certfainly going to set the alarm bell
ringing. By the year 2025, the world will be
nowhere near to feed its Eupulauun which by that
time will increase by another 2.6 billion.

The message from the Rome-based UN organisa-
lion is quile unambiguous. Already man'’s abuse of
lands through such processes as deforestation and
overgrazing has been responsjble for leaving world-
wide an area ncar‘l‘yh the size of western Europe al-
most infertile; another 2.25 billion acres — an area
larger than Australia — have substantially deterio-
rated and call for urgent restoration. Continent-
wise, the loss of soil's productivity for Africa and
Asia is four per cent of the total agricultural land,
for Europe it is 2.3 per cent, for South America 1.4
ﬂgr cent and for North America 1.3 per cent. These

ures are worth comparing with the 11 per cent
land surface of our planet used for agriculture.

If fﬁurcs are capable of presenting the magni-
tude of the problem then these should be enquh
for the purpose of bringing in a sharp outline of the
Eﬁg proa})ccl awaliting us. The shrinkage of arable

and feeding the world's ulation are directly
related. no doubt about that.p%c crux of the prob-
lem is that today the world produces enough food
to feed a far law;m'iauon than it now has, and

t about two thirds of the species either have to

e on quality of food or simply go hungry. If
the production declines by 30 years from now,
these overwhelming majority will find themselves in
a far more disadvantageous position to procure
food. There is no reason.to believe that the
multinational companies which control the world’s
aErlbusumss will be generous then any more than
they are now. Certainly, the poor's share of the
world’s produces will further decline, spelling un-

e dlsasterh for natilc:n after nation.

o such a catastrophe, ermments must
work out a formula Sor ond

and refugee settlements are the upshot of

?I‘fcpmbkt:ljm{)fof th“thcofhe ul?ﬁm
. Of course, the arms mu -

tionals have to be curbed.

poverty and
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-as 100% and then

O to any European city,

you will find a centuries

old cathedral as centre
of urban developmerit. Next to it
would most Ifkely be the
museum (sometimes more than
one), university as well as other
centers of learning, while few
blocks away s ping areas
and then the en ment dis-
trict, hotels and what not would
emerge. On the other side will
be the public buildings like
Government offices, Munictpal
buflding ete. This is the typical
city centre evolved cen-
turies of development reflecting
the th of the christian erigin
of Europe — {ts history
of almost two thousand years
apparenl at every nook and
corner. They are so old, but like
priceless antiques constitute
treasured possessions of proud
cities and towns to which peo-
ple belong in a very intimate
and intense kind of way, and
E:ph: nurture the places with

and tender care,

Ancient eities are glories to
the people who live there for
generations. It is said that a
man without a sense of history
is no man at all. Every day
passing by the church, ancient
Roman aqueduct, the remnants
of an old castle or the five cen-
tury old university library, the
city people live through the past
— their very own heritage and
culture.

Apart from Europe, this is
true of Bangkok which is only
200 years old but certgin parts
where the city began — Royal
Palace, Temples, Courts ete —
carry the continuity with the
past. The other instance is that
of Tokyo which was badly dev-
astated, first by the earthquake
in 1923, followed by massive
bombings during second world

HE llacs were suddenly
. trians ng spruces
strode along streets shielded
from sniper fire by gigantic steel
sheets or scurried through the
sheltered backstreets. Cyclists
peddled past with bunches tied
behind their saddles. Every-

where people seemed to be
hurrying. across the city to
exchange the same, gratuitous
treat to lift each other's morale.

Then came the gunfire from
the hills, the mortars and the
carnage. The interlude was
was bombarded
back into the hell it was thrust
15 months ago. People dived for
cover and the lilacs appeared at
the bedsides of the new victims
of the long siege.

This pattern has been re-
peated over the past 15 months.
A few days of peace and confi-
dence began to return. People

ftall. . ; :

Depression, humiliation and
a sense of abandonment by the
outside world seem to be writ-
ten on the faces of those who
have remained. People avoid cye
centact with fo rs in their
flak jackets, who may fly in and
out with UN passes and cross
the deadly sniper alleys in their
armoured cars, al most
have come to help and could
become victims too.

But the terror there once
was has gone,

"Living in Sarajevo is like
playing Russian Roulette —
nothing more,”" said Milan
Cupovic stoically. Before him a
rubbish heap was smouldering
in the street.- of fuel,
dumps and even the risk of
sniper fire forced people to light
bonfires in the street.

"We no fear as we did

another man," supplementing
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went out on.the streets. a .
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n the guns in the hills ended

in the first two months,” said
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Where is My Old Dhaka !

war but the Imperial Palace and
whatever else survived have re-
mained as important landmarks
of eity architecture — not only
well preserved but very much as
an integral part of the heart-
throb of modern 20th century
Japan inspite of glass and steel

s of Tokyo's business
districts or neon lights of Ginza
in the evening,

Characterless

Metropolis

| was born brought up in
Dhaka — lived my life here. |
love Dhaka; it sings in my
blood. The city is my heritage —
it is practically me. | find Dhaka
to be unigque and different com-
te any other place, apart

rom the fact that it is my birth-
place. Take for example inim-
itable Dhaka humour. It sings
in the air of the old city inspitc
of dirt and poverty. The hu-
mours are splendid — with and
vibrant. Poel Shams ur [Ralhiman

wrole a poem in Dhaka dialeet,
Although it ts not on Dhaka but
old Dhaka humour and wit
carry me back to my roots of
glory which otherwise [ secm to
have lost in the midst of a char-
acterless metropolis that we call
eour national capital.

It s a tragedy when | find
the sordid decay of old Dhaka,
dying a slow painful death, | am
sure Poet Shamsur Rahman
knows it best. Famous Dhaka
— of history and glory, of life
macde out of bricks and mortars
— has been thrown into the
trash heap of history. During
my school days, | read that
Dhaka was a city of million

The siege of Sarajevo 15 months ago

peoplc — the world famous cen-
tre of Mnest lexitle — when
london was a small fishing vil-
bage.

What has happened to
thai? Perhaps the city pro-
cceded i the reverse direction
— the weavers of muslin being
forced to go for Rshing while
Londoners, from [ishing
cmerged as pioneers of a mighty
industrial civilization. Like a
stone, Dhaka has gone on
rolling downwards onto the
depths of a bottomless pit.

There is no ond to it since it has
assumed the porpetiil state of

- more stu

[X'lhi — a hrand new ity with

[Dhaka was also a provinei:
eapital ’

No Resemblanee to
Historic Past

In case of Delhi, it was much

nning,
coritinued to be a ety — huge
and sprawling — for atleast one
thousand years. But the colo-
nial masters tried to banish the
past into a brutal oblivien. The

Delhi of historic glory, as
colourful as Rome, si de-
cayed like fallen leaves of win-

ter. Next to it camc up New

doeline.

The ’m‘;{inning ol the dismal
stale was deliberalely prometed
by liritish celonial adminisira-

tion. To begin with. Calcutia

was thetr city sinee they built it
from scratch’ and therefore the
city looked more Victorian than
Indian, DBut at places like
Dhaka and Delhi, they deliber-
ately shunned the past — by
creating a new Dhaka as a mew
provineial capital where urban
planning was charactlerised by
huge open fields with land-
scapes resembling England
since exerts from Kew Gardens
were employed; while public
buildings like Curzon Hall or
the eld High Court did not have
the remotest connection with
Moghul architecture when

no resembliinee mlmu.r to
its historic past.

Aflter partition in 1947,

British Raj had left but native
Sahibs proved o be meore

catholic than the Pope. Dhaka
emerged after conturies of sleep
and old Dhaka had all the
chances to stage a comeback.
From a small district town, it
had to be transiormed. within a
short period ol time, to a
provincial metropolis. Unfor-
tunately, we had nintd&il:
the sensc of history, Old

continued to remain in oblivion
and not a single state
institution was localed there.
New Dhaka cxpanded rapidly
while renovation of the old was

never considered. It 1s amazing
but true that cven after the end

Petar Hadji-Ristic writes from Sarajevo

marked the

Delhi was and -

of the British Raj, we not enly
foliowed the past trends, we felt
proud of it. i is mteresting to
observe that in the fifttes the
chiel architect of the Govern-
ment of East Bengal used to be
a Britsher who ebwiously could
not get a job baek in his own
country.

in case of India. the iwo
Delhis remained didjointed in
heart and spirit. I never oe-
curred to the sovergign Govern-
mend 0 move the pcver centres
of burcaveracy to the Red Fort
which was the seat of
Government befere [ndif beca-
i a colony. I # was done,
porhaps the deep-seated com-
niunal hostilities could have
been avoided to a large extent.

In Pakistan. they built a new
vapital city. Islamabad, out in
Lhe wilderness of Margalla hills,
In a style and manner closcly
akit 1o the taste amd culture of
1 Sandhurst graduate instead
6l reflecting the hopes and aspi-
rations of the post-independent
poneration who must take Lhe
nation to o new age of glory like
Taxila or Moghul Lahore.

Same Mistake

Alter 1971, weé have commit-
led the same mistake once
more, although no Englishman
was heading Dhaka [mprov-
ement Trust. | wonder why we
are not proud of our past — it is
a pityl From a provincial
capital, Dhaka became the
heart and the head of a new
Iindependent nation. Never for
pitee, did we think of
obliterating the division be-
tween old and new Dhaka. Till
date, old Dhaka continues to

beginning of the war in Bosnia.

Depression and a sense of abandonment by the outside world is writ large among its
380,000 citizens. As Serbian, Croatian and Bosnian leaders diseuss the carving up of
Bosnia, a sense of foreboding pervades Sarajevo. In this graphic account a Gemini News

~ Service correspondent reports on the conditions in the besieged capital of Bosnia.

Breaking up Bosnia

stall at the local market. Befor¢g  roads between East and West.

him were a few packets of

European Community food aid

to supplement the rations
which the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR] brings in by truck
convoys and air to keep the citi-
zens alive; baby food, cheese,
sugar and oil. Everything was
on sale for foreign currency.

Other stall keepers e
sell handfuls of nails, door

locks and plumbing materials

— bits and pieces that might
patch up the war damage and

keep the city life going.

It was a miserable display,
fllustrating how the 15-month
siege had impoverished the lives
of Sarajevans. There was virtu-
ally nothing to buy and no
money changing hands in a city
that was once a prosperous
trading ceéntre on the .cross-

Nor does there seem to be
any eonfidence that the end is
in sight' — unless some outside
power takes a stand and
fldshes out the gunmen from
the hills. "It could last for an-
other year,” said Jemal
Kamenica, a journalist on
Sarajevo TV. "The Bosnian army
his no arms.”

A visit to the Bosnian
Presidency with its sandbags
outside illustrated this.
President Alia Izetbegovic's
bodyguiirds earry an assort-
ment of weapons from various
countries, including an elegant
American Smith & Wesson pis-
lol claimed to have been do-
nated by former United States
president Gerald Ford,

The nevcf-cnding gunning
down of people:-in the sireets
and lobbing of mortars at ran-
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tters- for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

Partition of Bosnia-
Herzegovina

Sir, As we observe the en-
mity of the Serbs and Croats
against the Muslims of Bosnia-
Herzegovina has reached to its
peak and the situation is too
worse to live these three ethnic
groups of people in a single
country. Already this reality has
been wunderstood by some
corners and proposals have
been given to divide the country
into three independent ethnic
states. However, the proposals
are defective so may not be ac-
cepted by the Muslims. Here |
want to give a just and imple-
mentable proposal.

(1) Before’ the start of the
present civil war in Bosnia-
Herzegovina, among its popula-
tions, 44% were Muslims, 32%
Serbs, 17% Croats and 7% from
other ethnic groups. With this
7% there is no problem and
they can live with any of the
three ethnic groups. So to di-
vide the country among three
main ethnic groups we have to
count the 93% of the ugcopulatiun

. POpOL =
tions will be as Muslims 47.3%,
Serbs 34.4% and the Croats
18.3%. The total area of the
country should be divided
among three ethnic groups in

such a way that each ethnic
group will get their land aec-

cording to their pre-war popu-
lation,

(2] The main strongholds of
each ecthnic group should be
given to that ethnic group. So
the North-East and North-West
area along with Sarajeto should
go lo the Muslims. Moreover a
wide corridor to connect
Sarajevo with Adrialic Sea
should be given 1o the Muslim
Bosnia. The Easlern and
Extreme North-Western parts of
the country along with so
called Krajina Republic of the
Croatian Serbs will be given to
the Serbs and the Southern
and South-Western parts will be
given to the Croats,

(3) Muslims, Serbs and
Croals living in the states other
than their own ethnic state
should be allowed to migrate
along with their moveable
properties to their ethnic coun-
try.

(4) Security Council should
execute such a plan using force,
if necessary. UN armed forces

“under air protection can easily

land in the areas controlled by
the Muslims including Sarajevo
and then push the Serbs and
the Croats to the borders to be
drawn by the UN under this
plan. ;
(5] Arms-embargo against
the Muslim government of
Bosnia-Herzegovina should be
lifted so that they can defend

their borders afier the exeeution
of the plan by UN forces.

(6) International monetary
help as grants should be given
o repatriate the people mi-
grated due to ethnic inconfor-
mity to their selected states and
lo reconstruct the countries. |
think Muslim countries will
sudfiec 1o help Muslim Bosnia,

Though, at the beginning,
the Serbs will not agree to such
a plan because they have
usurped 70% land of the coun-
try and so will not be satisfied
with 34.4%, but their dissatis-
[action will be defused by inter-
national pressure along with
military action and due to get-
ting full independence along
with Krajina of Croatia.

[lecnee [ appeal to all who
wiant peace in Bosnia-Herze-
govina to support this plan, to
raisc their voice in favour of it
and pressurise the Security
Council, US, Russia and EC to
end the war and massacre in
Bosnia-Herzegovina through
exceuting this plan,

Noor I lossain Majidi
84, East Testurl Bazar
Farmgate, Dhaka

. What a shame!

Sir, What right have the west
now to preach to us about
democracy and human rights
when they have allowed a heav-
ily armed community to mas-
sacre an unarmed community
supply because of religious and
cultural differences?

have ever been denied
the right of self-defence. "Ethnic
cleansing” has not only been le-

" gitimised, it is being rewarded.

What a shame!
S M Ahsan .
Gulshan, Dhaka

E

dom into the city centre served
as a continual reminder to the
citizens of Sarajevo that they
arc hostages to be traded in any
cvenlual settlement. The gun
covers in the hills also came off
spontaneously to turn up the
pressurc.

"It is [the eity] one of Lhe
pressure points ol negotiations,”
said Tony Land, the UNHCR
mission head in the city.

The Serbs may also reason
that in any future negotiations
their hand is stronger if they

‘bring an end to the ran-
dom killing. 0w

Sometimes the smipers ap-
peared to take an added diabol-
ical delight in bringing some
order to their haphazard work.
A doctor said that on some days
the victims or wounds are all of
the same type. On one day
alone 14 women werc admitted
to the hospital wounded by
sniper fire, he said.

Some buildinigs have been
specifically targeted to deliver
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hospital was one of these. Said
Dr Edo Jaganjac: "In the first
8ix months we were hit by 500
shells.”

One employee suggested that
it was hit because its multina-
tional stafl was living proofl that
all nationalities could live to-
gcther.

The building housing the
ncwspaper Oslobodiene has also
been shot to pieces, Its staff
braved the barrage of attacks,
moved their desks and files into
the basement — and cven scl

p camp beds to dely the at-

“mpl Lo deny Sarajexans a
Eu J&r He R &é’ﬁ}? ; "td?».ﬂ y Hs?:r e
news. Like the hospital, it had
bocome a symbol of resistance,

But why have the Serbs not
tuken Sarajevo? .

Opinions . differ. Some say
they no longer have the power,
Others say that to take it they
would have to destroy it, UN of-
ficials say thcir presence has
prevented it

Thirty kilometres . away,

ﬁlﬂng country tracks and roads

where the Bosnian Serb srifpers
dand tanks look down on the

A

n .
of

h-t?l.ilﬂ by down oid,
dilapidated with large
compounds. The Buckland

institutions
should be located in that part of
the city where it all began, sev-,
cral centuries back, when
London was a small fishing vil-
lage.

in Bangladesh today, we are
losing faith in the future.
Talented

seck today.

" In the meantime, | urge Poet

Shamsur Rahman to write a
poem — “"Where is my old
Dhaka. Let that poem be the
beginning of that revival

~ Life 1n Sarajevo 'Like Playing Russian Roulette'

city, 18 the rusort town of Pale
where the Bosnlan Serb leader
Radovan Karadzie holds court
in the Hote! Panorama.

It is an idyllic rural resort -
more suited for a gathering of
pensioners than a capital of the
Serbian state ‘which Karadzie
says he has already created in
Bosnia,

[t was for this reason that
when people bohind the Serblan
frontlines were asked to vote on
whether they would accept the
Vance-Owen Peace Plan in May,
their voting papers were given
more authority with the name of
the city ol Sarajeve, not Pale,
printed over them.

Karadzic, who fled Sarajevo
at the beginning ol the siege,
cxpects to return there and
matke it his capital. He may find
that whatlever he and others
think can be horse-traded in fi-
nal negotkations, Sarajevo is one

pn 1!’1}’“ * has lost. L.r-r_uxn'i.’ifa.‘r

' Sarajeve who stayed afd h

endured torture and torment
could prevent his entry as eflec-
tively as the snipers and
Scrbian army kept them locked
up. Sarajecvo could bécome a
lasting symbol of opposition to
everything Karadzic and his
boys have done in dgitmj'il:s
Europe's unique community
nations.

PETAR HADJI-RISTIC is a
British journalist and film maker

based in Berlin. Ile specialises

special messages. The main city
: #

PINION

My uncle A Sattar Mridha,
Headmaster of Ga pur
High School, had a sudden

-heart problem and expired re-
' cently, His premature death has

greatly shocked us all and 1 be-
lieve that in our country there
are endless examples of death

without treatment.

The medical officer (MO)
Nohatta Primary Health Centre
readily responded to the call,
measured the patient's blood
pressure, checked the heart and
lung function, and sensed the
pulse. Later he sent someone to
buy some drugs and syringe.
BBut, the patient had expired be-
lore the medicine arrived.
Although, he was given a rough
description of the symptoms by
the messenger it was rather
surprising to leamn that he came
to attend the patient without
any preparation.

If I may be straightforward, |
should say that he failed to take
an immediate scientific medical
approach to save the patient's
life. I would request him to re-
flect to the situation of that day
(April 13, 1993) and make a
critical assessment of his role in
view of the following questions:
a] Why didn't he carry any es-
sential drugs and instruments
while attending an emergency
call? Shouldn't he do that? b)
Had he gver been given training
on how to act in such critical
situations and if not, had he
ever reported to the higher
medical authorities about the
need of such training? ¢) What
active treatment did he provide
to save the patient's life? d) Why
didn't he apply external com-
pression to assist circulatory
function? ¢) Did he possess any
essential drugs and instru-
ments and if not had he re-
quested for such ftems? f) How
do he accept that the patient,
who himself was a  science

Primar Hal Centres

fered by any non-qualified vil-

lage doctor? g
Death is inevitable. My uncle

" is no more with us. His wife and

children had to
accept the Allah's will, But, it is
Allah who has given us knowl-
edge, wisdom and technology

their six you

and therefore, this kind of death

is unacceptable in the civilised
world. Their youngest child who
is hardly four years old today,

will have to grow without fa- ~

ther's love and care. 1 doubt if
this child will ever be able to

forgive our society for failing to
~ provide medical treatment to

her father.

I understand that the MO is
a young doctor with extremely
limited capabilities, experience
and training. Besides, he is pro-
vided neither with any advanced
reliable medical diagnostic and
therapeutic technology nor with
adequate essential drugs.
Primary Health Centres [IPHC)
lack telecommunication and
ambulatory transport link with
the district hospjtals, Though,
he is graduate medical doctor
he had to remain absolutely
passive watching an important
life pass away due to lack of
proper training and adequate
facilities!

It is most unfortunate that
the PHCs in our country are ex-
tremely neglected although 85%
of our population are concen-
trated in the rural areas. It is
completely unacceptable that all
the expericnced and specialised
doctors and skills are available
only in the urban areas which
cover hardly 20% of the coun-
try's population. During the last
decade [ have travelled to about
30 countries around the world
as a bioengineering scientist
and as consultant for the World
Health Organisation. My heart
breaks to realise that disparity
and dmsproportion that exist in

on Balkan affuirs.

tor. Their contribution towards
the country's economic growth
and development is much
greater than the heavily re-
source consuming groups who
unfortunately, most often cor-
rupt. It is time that the rural
people should react and de-
mand their due share in health |
care services,

The above scenario does not
fllustrate an isolated case. It
clearly reconfirms that a gradu-
ate medical doctor alone is
helpless to bring effective and |
eflicient care unless the poli-
ticians, healthcare policy mar-
kers and administrators toge-
ther work to provide well train-
ed doctors and modern medical
technology to the rural areas.

As a researcher involved in
the improvement of the Health
Care Technology, I should urge
all the authorities concerned to
immediately focus their atten-
tion to the following issues: 1)
Medical education p mme
must be oriented s rural
people and their conditions.
Medical students must be ex-
posed to new medical technolo-
gles and it is imperative that
they should have more knowl-
edge on techndlogies application
and impact in patient care. 2)
Experienced doctors, valuable
specialists and skills and mod-
ern medical technologies should
be made easily accessible to the
rural population 3) Ambulatory

service [acilities must be made
available to the PHIC in the rural

areas 4) PHC, need telecommu-
nication link with the district
hospitals, 5) Emergency first-
aid kit containing essential
drugs and instruments must be
made available at the PHC. 6)

- Cardiovascular diseases are rio

longer confined to the city dwe-
Mlers only, and therefore necess-
ary steps must be

undertaken
to improve the quality of life in

teacher died in sence of a E::lth care services {n the rural area

graduate medi doctor with- gladesh is indeed unique. .

out receiving any scientific In a predominantly ul- Mannan Mridha Ph.D
treatment? g) What significant tural country like h. Researcher, h"l::
role did he play to save the pa- the rural people are the true E’:ﬁ:ﬂ ing
tient's Mfe that could not be of-  workers in the production sec- formerly consultant.




