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A Guide to Disaster Management

ANGLADESH, being the

disaster-prone country

it is, many eof her
concerned citizens have delved
deeply on the subject of natural
calastrophes — the most
common being floods, cyclones
and drought. There s precious
little one can do about the last
item beyond what is already
being done by the government
at various stages of Its
development since its post-lib-
eration period; i.e. engaging in
negotiations with its neighbour-
ing countries concerning the
flow of water from the mighty
rivers which end up in
Bangladesh.

Cyclones and floods how-
cver, fall in a different category
and although no power on earth
can “"control” these natural
forces, humans can certainly
alleviate the suffering un-
leashed by them. Much re-
scarch and soul-searching have
gone into this subject — much
more attention being paid to it
than in the days of a rather
indifferent administration in
Islamabad: with the result that
a whole plethora of studjes have
appeared covering its manifold
aspects.

One of the latest of this
genre is a monograph by Dr
Farug Aziz Khan, an adviser o
Comilla Proshika. A host of in-
formation is compressed in this
learned treatise and one will
discover facts not readily avail-
able in other "more popular”
publications. Most lay readers
would wish however that the

was less technical and

the style more journalistic. On
the other. hand, researchers

may find this no barrier to the

substantial facts laid bare.

"~ Useful charts (dating from
1960) of historical records of

the cyclones which have
plagued the country, with its
various maximum wind speed,
height of storm surges and
deaths are mapped out: as are

_ brief descriptions of the "killer
cyclones” of 1970, '85 and 91.
A host of technical data con-
cerning flood cycles, weathcr
satellites . and their role in

that space meteorology
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weather [orecasting will proba-
bly enlighten serfous readers of

this subject. A lot of people who

not be aware of the won-
ders of modern seience will be
reassured by the knowledge
(with
equipment provided by USAID
and NASA) play a vital role in
weather forecasting and is alive
and well here. .
Avoiding all efforts to hu-
manize the face of disaster, the

author has presented a widt
rangc of facts dealing with cy-
clones and flood which period:

cally haunt Bangladesh. Some
useful suggestions such as spe-
cilic’ trainineg  programmcs bo

undcertaken to educate the peo

ple about what to do when dis-
aster strikes, starting from the
school level, is cerlainly worth
implementing. One is reminded
of the thorough educational
programines and regular drills
instituted by the Japancse
government in preparing their
citizens for earthquakes. A
friend posted in Tokyo was
highly impressed by the fact
that every school knows pre-
cisely where to scnd its stu-
Jdviits and what to do in the
event of an earthquake; to en-
sure salety for all.

While this monography may
nai end up as a popular best-
scller, all concerned with disiis-
ter management will lind it

omost releviant,
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| M ‘Mash” is the first
book of its Ly

The
written on Liberation War,
first edition was published in
June 1972, the sccond in
November 1974 and the third
in February last.

The book contains the war
time ex nce of a valiant
freedom fighter of the heroic
struggle of liberation of the
Bangalees. The author not only
dedicated himself in the war of
independence but also took
the responsibility of organising
the liberation war as because
the Bangalees in 1971 were
respectiul to their race and
were promise bound to their
own blood. The author's re-
spectfulness is expressed in
the note ol dedication of the
book. While dedicating his
book for the new generation,
he said, "Remember, you are
our children, It was for you
that we took up arms so that
you can live in an independent
country with your heads up
and hoist a flag of your own.”

"Believe me, leaving you
alone on your mothers’' laps we
look a vow not to return home
till we liberate this country. We
kept on fighting days after days
without lood and without sleep
o make this country worth
living for you. Please save this
country even at the cost of
your lives. Don't ever let lose
the right of succession.”

“Remember, are sons of
this soil. | fervently pray that
none can ever guestion your
patrietism be qualified all

The ex n that has
been revealed in the above
stanzas could come out of a

(Nine Months in the Liberation War)
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frecdom fighter's pen alone.

« The inittal days of the lib-
erution war has been very well
deseribed in this book. The
war of Kumira in Chittagong is
really every touching. The au-
thor led this battle with
EPR, Police and Army's com-
bined forces against Pakistan
Army. Apart from this, details
of the famous battle of Montala,
Tallapara and Akhaura are also
described in this book. Not
only the details of war, but a
good number of adventurous
experiences and post-war
memories have also been in-
corporated in this volume of
160 pages. Moreover, there is
a chapter on 251h March —
revenge o lako',

In onc of the chapters, 1t is
mentioned that on the- first
encounter of 26th March night
the enemy suffered severe
causalitics. Two officers and
150 soldiers died tncluding
the Pakistani Battalian Com-
mander Lieutenant Colonel
Shiahpur Khan. Two trucks of
ammunition were captured
Fourteen of our wvaliant
frecdom fighters sacriliced
their lives.

On the night belore, that is
on the 25th March, Major Zia
dralted his historic specch. lle
lthen translated the speech
into English and read out from
Chittagong Radio Cenlre in
both Bengali and English. He
did realise that people would
notl response (o his call and on
the contrary, Sheikh Mujfbur
Rahman was under the custody
of Pakistanis. How could he
announce the name of Sheikh
Mufib while he was not pre-
s rit. But for o greater cause, in

S
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theierry”, mavid o AIMM olbicual.
w1 e Hosetia - le e gevina Lo
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Wvertheless, these fH-fated
Hoosrdans had to seek refuge in
Vialaysia only o save (hem-
stives from alrocitdes and geno-
cide unlcashed by Serbs and
Crosis .

Are you happy here?”, this
Ccommon gucsidon was pul for-
ward 10 Dr Ermina and some
ethers at the Kagang camp.

And thore was a8 Cammon
a ~wor, with diflerent expros-
st i~ .l different times: "We are
iy sty no doubt aboutl that
— bul can wu be happy MWving
Lar away from home with uncer-
sk futuee 7

Photos used with this story
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the next day's transmission he
‘declared that he was conduct-
ing the liberation war on behalf

of DBangabandhu ‘Sheikh

Mujibur [ahman.

This was leold kccause
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman was net an individual
only to the 8. He was a
history all by himsclf. He was
the symbol of lreedom move-
ment, a souree of revolutionary
spiril. There was no choice but
to usc his name té inducc the
Bangalees for ‘the .liberation
war, The war of independence
that started on the morning of
26th March 1971 did require
a call to the Ban s on the
name of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. Il the pcuple had
known that Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was
under custody of Pakistan
Army and he was not with the
freedom fighters, the start
would have been lull of chaos
and confusion only, And that is
why., knowing fully well, this
le needed to be publicised as a
source ol inspiration for the
Hberation war,

it 1s now well conceived
that the inclusion of the name
of Sheikh Muijih in Major Zla's
specch had a positive impact
which gained momentum in
the Hberation war and that
helped the issue to take a po-
litical colour,

The author in his descrip-
tion of Shadhin la Iictar
Kendra wrote that, made

t to all in the Chittagong

Radio through a broadcast to
report to "Laldighir Maidan®
with avaflablc arms. Berause,
on 20th March it was seen that
pcople from all corners of
c..hutnmﬂ; were MNeeing to-
wards their home through
Chiltagong — Cox's Bazar and
Chiltagong — Kaplai road.
Chittagong Radio at that time
re pealedly broadeasted o re-
port to Captain Bhutyan at

Laldighir Matdan' with avail-

able weapons.

The truth, of course, has
been revealed now. Everybody
has now come to know that
this announcement from
Chittagong Radio was a [ake
one o decetve the Pakistanis,
It is beyond any doubt that
there had been lot of confusion

| at that time.

In addition to this, the au-

thor in his book, has men-
tkined about his mether, his

Jhmlniii

rnmmdf., Licutgnant Hadium
mian who became a martyr,
aboul valiant hero Dula who
fought fearlessly. Dula's
contribution has not been as-
certained: anywhere. But the

- duthor has done so as a co-

fighter. Dula used to visit him
from time to time. While the
tof ‘this book
was on’ thé offing, 'Dula ap-

peared all on a uuddcn to meet
tht' author and explained about
his flinancial hardship. The au-
thor helped him by giving him
some money and asked him to
keep in touch if anything could
be done for him. While talking

- 10 the author, Dula with a sigh

of frustration gquestioned him,
Sir, 1 fought with you. The
country gol liberated. But look
it me. You did nol even give
nu a medal.”

The author remained quiet.
Dula’s voice appearcd to be
very sad, soaked. lic did not
[ind any language to console
Dula Mian. Yet, he said, "Does
everybody get a medal™?

"Sir, | have not seen many
in" the front. Still they got
awards. But | was almost dying
in the front.”

"Many of the [ighters did
mol get gallantry awards, like
you. Look Dula, we did not
fight for any medals. We fought
for the independence. The
country has became indepen-
dent. What else could we ask

dor™?

Dula rinses his tcars. His
scntiment was heart touching,
Dula could have been honoured
with a gallantry award. If the
actual heroes are nol given due
recognition, no onc would vol-
unteer to fight for the country
in future.

Countless freedom fighters
like Dula Mian lought a great
battlc and gave birth 1o a state.

A good number of symbolic
photographs has been placed
in the book whosc caplions are
also exceplional. For example,
the 7th March hisloric meet-
ing at Suhrawardi Uddayan has
been eaplioned as "A flag,
Hangabandhu and DBangalees.”
A group ol freedom [ighters
has been captioned as "An out-
burst of firc’. The eaption of

Pakistant surrender 18 "The
suil of Dengal an umn:gl:f-
Let the robbers

able fort,
kinow",

The book is full of emetion
and initiative of a [reedom
Aghter which stron
of his patriotism.

book should be read by all, at
least those who want to know
the nation, the country and its’
birt h.

It is very essential for the
new generation, to whom the
author has dedicated this book.
The printing of the third edi-
tion, the binding and the cover
page by Mr Mazumder is eye
catching. Ahmed publishing
House rve o be thanked
for the quick publication of the
third edition.
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used (o think | was

worth only less than a

cow or a goal. Bul now |
realize that as an individual |
am just as important as a man.
A woman can accomplish as
much as a man ean do, therd is
no dilfcrence.” This is the
realization of Shahimuda Bulu,
a  grassrools development
activist, working as a fiek]
organizer of 'Bancheie
Shekha,” a rural cooperative
for destitule women.  ller
conjugal life is a repetition of
the same story of thousands of
wonmen in Bangladesh. Alier
parting ways with her husband,
she joined the cooperative and
today she is a community
leader. Through sheer deter-
mination and hard work she is
scif reliant and is able 1o help
other women of her locality, to
work productively and improve
their living standard.

This hardship and determi-
nation, unusual strength to
break the chain of slavery by a
woman, her struggles and suc-
cess are all portrayed in a doc-
umentary video film "Tale of a
Woman" {Ek}on Bulur Aakhydn]
a Protishabda production.

The plight nf WOIK'n 1n our
couniry will always rematn
contemptible, unless and until
lhl"_\' thale chande Thoir own

Jortune, Their meck personal-
iy, submissive attitude 1o

*wards everything, fear lor cs

tablishing their right will con-
tinue to worsen this -diserimi-
nation. Bul among them are a
rare few who mighl emerge
strong and act as pathlindcrs
10 others. Tale of a woman is a
documenltary that ' projects
such a determination.

"Face in the millions
“IMiechiler Mukh), also a
Protishabda production brings
another aspect'— the harsh re-
ality — into focus. This docu-
ancnkary video film is about one
of the martyrs of the mass up-
rising of 1990,  Monwar
Hossain born and brought up
in an alley, wasn't just a
dreamer. Even thoygh he
wrote poems in a book with
flowers on its cover ... he was a
man of the streets. He couldn't
accept the ecruelty injustice
~around him; he voiced against
" oppression, tried to resist the
autocracy. With people around
him, he became stronger than
his oppressor. He became a
martyr on Oct 10 '90, thus ig-
niting' the fire to burn out all
oppression and injustice.

“This documentary [ilm is

mportant because ol the lilke -

Wi e ol hilh W rd climaer s s

besiudes  the leneth woul the
width,” Prof Sirajul Islam
$-C tommoented s

Zakir lossain Raju, the vi
brant young writer and diree
tor of both the documentarics,
organised a group of media ac-

| tivisls undcer the banner of

‘Protishobda Alternative
Communication Centire’, PACC
with a view 1o building a coun:
try-wide allernalive audio-vi-
sual communication network.,
At 23, Raju bas been able 10
lcave mark of his creativeness
both at homwe and abroad. All
his documentaries have differ-
ent approach as and dccp in-

. main,

Melbourne, Australia,.
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b}- Raffat Binte Rashid

sights. A 53 -minute film Miles
lo Go ' [Durer Jatra) was on the
parliamentary election of
1991, depicting the contem-
porary socio-political situation
of the country. Besides, a news
reel video, “Bangladesh
February 1992, focused on 10
different tssues of the morth
February, Rohingya, Ekushey,
book Fair, and others.

"PACC aims at encouraging a
greater sense of responsibility,
prui'cs-aiumﬂism among altcrna-
tive media practitioners. to

foster a hnriz_nnlal exchange ol
idcas, inlormation and expori-
lianﬂl.-uhw.h S

ence wilthin

I usced to think | was worth less than o cow or a
goal. Bul now I realize that as an incliidual. 1 am  *
Just us important as a man: Tale of ¢ Woman.

that the potential ol alternative
conumunication for develop
mentis more fully realized and
cxplored by the organization
and individuals ¢ngaped in
similar activitics,” Raju dc-
seribed.

“To hclp ulhtﬁ in this do-
PACC organised video
workshops jointly with the
Astan. Mass Communicalion
Rescarch and Information cen-
tre [AMIC) Singapore, onee in
1992 and again this yecar,
These workshops are attended
by various pcople from diller-
ent walks of life, interested ‘in
refining their skill,” Raju said.

These workshops were in-
sltiucied by Wayne Royad Lovy,
head of Media Production,
Deakin University of
"1 am

cxtremely” happy to be in
Bangladesh again, my young
friend Raju here is very re.

sponsible and active and be:
cause of his initiative, this
workshop was possible for the
second time. In fact the public
response was very encouraging
both the times. Doctors, NGO
workers, wrilers, journalists,
filmmakers, MBA's, differcnt
people with different experi-
ences took part in this work-

shop,” Loevy informed.

Viradly =sport Tilms  and
dos radiianics are akle 1 hioled
the iennon of the gencral
audience: more.- [Fs like 1the
commercials — within a very
short span of time they grah
the viewers tiind in a cre.ative

the girl looks

Millions.
imdivwdaalistie way; whatover
hi | incssage it carrics is oo

veved instantly for sure.

‘In Bangladesh the video
niarket is booming, there's a
lot to be done and can be done
here. Documentary films can
be educational, teaching the
pecople aboul environment
conscrvation, health and hy-
giene as well as harsh social is-
sucs, he said.

"Raju's Tale of a Woman is .

exceptional. | must congratu-
late this young .man. With lim-
iled and just basic instru-
ments, like cameras and
tripods, he has managed such
an exciting film. The girls and
boys ol Bangladesh are very
creative; it is because of their
rich, colourful heritage and
culture. People here are very

visually-oriented. | mean vour .
. literature, your traditions. like

" Nakshi Katha are all vt-iuﬂl

H'ﬂil'l'ru} Inr 1 uui'f.'nraue‘ Miles I go :

Andaman Islands: A Holiday Spot

OU may have read about

the Andaman Islands ina

novel or a history book. If
you have, it was probably
described to you as a penal
colony, where many Indian
freedom [ighters were tortured
and imprisoned for life. All of
this is true; however, what you
may not know ‘is that the
Andaman Islands have recently
become a popular tourist desti-
nation. | know that because it
was (o Lhese islands that | and
my fellow classmates took off to
for our annual school trip.
Indian Airlines flies to the
town of Port Blair every other
day from Madras and Calcutta.
Since Calcutta is closer to us,
that is the route which we fol-
lowed. We arrived in the South
Andamans the morning aflter we
hld left Dhaka. Upon my ar-
| 'was greeted with the
Er‘\d!y cool breeze of perfect is-
weather, which, except for
some occasional rainfall, lasted
throughout my journey. A
ourist bus came to the tiny,
one-room airport to pick me

r]u ir1Fearre lEs FH’!l’I fl’.l.ﬂlr-.i.l‘- {4

By a Correspondent

and my fellow travellers up and
take us to the Andaman Beach

Kesort. Now, when you hear the

words Beach Resort. don’t think
of Club-Med or anything. This is
a modest, medium sized, two
storied hotel with one restau-
rant anhd a tiny store where you
can buy postcards. However, it
was an ideal place to stay. |t
was about 100 metres from the
beach, the service was excel-
lent, and the food was inde-
scribably yummy.

Hesides the sandy white
shores of the beaches, there
were many interesting places to
visit in and around Port Blair,
The first place we went to was
what they call the Cellular Jail.
Much of the myuttry that
shrouds the Andaman'Islands
can be atiributed to the fact
that it was used as a penal
colony by the British during the
early part of the century
Political prisoners would disap-
pear onto the waters of the
Andaman Sea, never 1o be seen

or hcard from again, The huge,
seven-winged jail was built in
the late eighteen hundreds. It
has now become a national
monument, and honors the
hundreds of men who died
sthere., night, there is a
sound and light show at the
Cellular Jail which rceounts
and illustrates the atrocitics
which were commitled there by
the British, and then by Lhe
Japanese, who took over Lhe
Andaman Islands during World
‘War II. It's actually quite an
eerie place at night, and some-
times you get the feeling that all
those bruised souls are some-
how lurking in the shadows.
Another mystery that sur-

rounds Lhe Andamans is the
story of their indigenous people.
The Islands are classified as a
restricted area and tourists are
only allowed to visit certain
parts of il. The Indian govern-
ment has done this becausc
there are a few iribes in the
scattered islands witich are on
the verge ol extinetion. These
tribes are primitive—thcy know

Repeated knocking at the a::lnur Raising her juce
up to see a corpse, the corpse of her
* brother, shot-dead in a procession: Face in the

drawings, paintings and blchd -

ing these shols logether with
modern technology, 1 am sure,
mirch minte appreciating s
arc in futire Ewven
thoueh thoere aredinpe- a0 fHlm

ing hoere but editing s dore on
a very professional manner,”
lavy commented, .

"Girls and boys here arc
very organised, they plan a
pro-production script, make a
story board and thend go for a
good shooling. They arc very
creative and onterprising.
Within their boundarics they
are able 1o produce their best.
| think the girls are much
stronger and ercative, they
should dcfinitcly be given a
chance. The males with ther
chauvinistic allitudes arc not
bad cither,” Levy added Laueh

ng.
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Wavee Levy. a livelv insine-
tor, gave small tips on shots —
long and short, close ups. in-
terviews and many other posi-
tions which helped every eager
student. The students had an
outdoor shooting class and
with a day's editing the class
projects were screened at
Goethe Institut. Wayne Levy is
presently. supervising such
workshops in India, the
Philippines and Singapore.
Student -taking part in the
course were very much en-
couragce to boost video tech-
nology in Ihnghdcsh

t'ntil very recently short

ldm meant little merc Lhem
i L FRETEE PRCMACSTEC§S g TAL

pegaat i Lo docunentarics in e
senviee ol the leaders and
parties in power. Bul thes
young men with an inex-

haustible zest for lile are oul 1o
scl new boundaries and ox
pand the.spertrum. Protish
abda Alernative Communi
cation Conlre has sct a new
trend of Jow cost filmmaking
Finding the 35 or 16 mm [ilm
nul af rcach, ‘they sctl out with

RSl dtcossTBie VITS eantras.,

and kcarless spirit to do what
they think is the besk way 1o
make the ugder privilcged
understand thueir stiind better.
Their works have priority
access o grassrools people,
mid-level development ac-
livists, social workers and nw-
dia-activists.

_PACC within its mini world
is bound to reach to the skies
of Monowar's dream or break
the invisible chains of Bulu's
life. it has set out on a mission
to h!m marks in the millions.

= e

nnthin about the outside
world, andn-nymtwnhui
tile. Their tools and technology
are so minimal that are
said to be somewhere in the
Stone Ages. Upon my visit to
the Andamans, the most | was
able to see of these people were
the pictures | saw in the

ﬁnl]u'upuhﬂ Muscum in Mort
Eo}llrdFrmrur appy hm

undisturbed and untouched by
history.

There are several smaller is-
lands surrounding the large one
on which we stayed, and we
payed a visit te one of these,
named Jolly Bouy. The warm,
shallow waters surrounding
these small islands are ideal
conditions for the growth of
coral reefs, which adorn the wa-
ters around thé islands. The
coral, with its abundance of
colorg and shapes, was a beau-
tifal sight, and the tiny fish
which kept swimming between
the reefs made the whole scene
scem like something gut of a
[antasy novel.

The Andamans were an ideal
place to visil. Besides the natu-

,ral beauty, there were historical

sights as well. And | forget to
mentiog, il you're a museum
fan, there are about ten amall
museums in Pro Blair with al-
most every aspect - of
Andamandan life on . So
if you're for an interest-

o Ssary oy B« 544
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Language

Continued from page 10

mess in the world with their
knowledge ol differemt lan-
FLgEics.

While up{-ahin; aboul the
utility of languages, Madame De
Stacl. a feminist writer, samd
“Ner vier Sprachen kann, er hat
den nert ven vier Menschen. " (He
whao speaks four languages, has
the value of four men).

Hoth Liaqual and Ashik are
the vivid (xamples of Madame
De Siacl s words. Because they

hawe proved it in their lives

witich i very rare in the coun-

'ul:q;.



