DHAKA FRIDAY, JULY 16, 1993 :

DPRK opposes |

Japan’s bid
for SC seat

TOKYO, July 15: Nerth
Korea today criticised Japan's
bid for a seat on the
UN Security Council as impu-
dent and indiscreet, reporis
Reuter.

The Communist Party news-
paper Rodong Sinmun said it
was a mistake “to think Japan
can be a member of
the Security Council if it wants
or it can obtain that qualifica-
tion with a little donation to the
United Nations.

“Japan is not entitled at all
to be permanent member,” it
said, describing Tokyo's claim
as “impudent and indiscreet.”
¥ The newspaper, quoted by

the Korean Central News

Agency monitored in Tokyo, de-

f _II

Russian rocket engine sale to India

US may drop objections

WASHINGTON, July 15: The
United States will drop its ob
jections to the sale of Russian
rocket engines to India provided
Moscow rantees not to im-
pari the skills to bufld such de-
vices, a State Department offi-
cial said, reports AFP.

“We don't want the Indians
to be there when the Russians
pul the engines together and we
don't want the Russians to pro-
vide the technical manuals,”
said the official who asked not
to be identified,

His comments came as a
Russian delegation began nego-
tiations Wednesday at the State
Department on the details of
the controversial deal that has

nounced Japan's World War | caused the biggest rift in US-
Two history as an aggressor and | Russian relations since the Cold
said it had not erased the stain | War.

on its name. Prime Minister Viklor
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Slhanﬂuk 1n BEIJ NE : Cambodian head
of state Prince Norodom Sthanouk arrived in the Chinese capital
Beijing yesterday (Thursday) after cancelling a scheduled trip to
North Korea because of his health, the official Xinhua news
agency said, Reuter reports from Betjing.

Sihanouk has residence in both Beijing and P)rongynn%
"Sthaneuk, together with his wife Monique, was originally
scheduled to visit the Democratic People's Republic of Korea

*before going to China,” Xinhua said. “The trip was re-scheduled

for health reasons.”
It gave no further details and there was no one available for
comment at Sihanouk's clegant residence in Betfing.
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Hlﬁhest Saudi award for Powell :
Saudi Arabia has awarded Genceral Colin Powell, Chairman of
the US Joint Chiels of Stafl, the King Abdel Aziz Medal for his
role in the Gull War against Iraq. AF reports from Jeddah.

It said Powell received the medal, one of the Kingdom's
highest awards and named alfler its founder, from King Fahd on
his arrival in the western coastal city of Jeddah late Tuesday for
the third leg of a Gull tour, the Saudi news agency reported
Wednesday.

The general also met the Saudi Defence Minister, Prince
Sultan Ibn Abdel Aziz, Lo discuss the Gulf.situation and plans to
boost cooperation.

Lanka frees 41 Tamils : su Lankan

authorities [reed 41 young Tamil men arrested for their
suspected links with scparatist Tiger guerillas as the rebels
accused security forces ol abducting 200 Tamil civilians, AFP
reports from Colombo.

"The 41 detainces were handed over to their parents
Wednesday by the Commissioncr-General for Rehabilitation
Ananda Wcerasekara at the end of a four-month vocational
training course in Colombo, offlicials said.

It was not immediately clear when and where the 41 had
been arrested but rchabilitation officials said they came from

the islands northern and castern regions where Tamil guerillas

French fire claims 4 : rour peopie were
killed and 14 fnjured whtn a fire swepl through the psychiatric
ward of a military hospital carly Thursday in Lorient, northwest
France, authoritics said.

Two of the injurced were said to be In critical condition and
had been transferred 1o the inlensive care unit of a hospital in
Brest,

Three of the dead woere eiviians and one military. Most of the
victims were in a closed psychiatric ward in the Albert Calmette
Hospital, where 17 patients were being treated who needed
special surveillance.

ROK denies DPRK's allegation :

Defence Minisiry officials .in Seoul denied yesterday an
allegation by North Korca thal South Korea's soldiers had fired
a barrage of artilicry and small arms fire Tuesday across the
demidlitarized zonc, AFT reports from Scoul.

A Defence Ministry spokesman said a report by Pyongyang's
Korean Central News Agency [KCNAJ claiming South Korea had
fired morc than 100 shells and more than 1,200 rounds of
machine gun and rifle fire towards the north was "absolutely
groundlcss.”

Kim also denied KCNA allogations that South Korean
warships had tried (o setze o North Korean cargo vessel after
crtering the North Koreas walcrs in the Yellow Sea on Monday.

ake takes one in Athens : .

67 -year-old man died of a heart attack and at least 20 people
were infured two scriously, by falling debris when a strong
cart ke Wednesday struck the Gulf of Patras, in southern
Greece, police said, AFP reporis from Athens.

The initial quake, a mcasuring 5.4 on the open-ended
Richter scale, was followed by nearly 30 smaller tremors which
registered over 3 on the Richicr scale, the Athens observatory
said

The Patras obscrvalory said over 100 aftershocks had been
fcit in the city throughout the afiernoon, following the initial
quake at 1232 GMTI3.32 pm)

The earthquake causcd panic in Patras, a port some |80
kilometres (about 110 miles) waost of Athens, and people lefl the
city for the less dangerous opuen countryside

Mudslide hits Nambija village:

A mudslide hit the remote miunine village of Nambtja for the

second time in two months, buryine al kast six houscs on
Wed ncaday night. authorfties sald, R uter reports from Quilo

It was not known i there wore any casualties, the Civil
D fence sadd in a briefl statement. More than 200 people were
killed, 100 of whom were never found, wh n a mudslide in May

cvovered the gold-mining village as residonts were celebrating
Mother's Day

8 killed, 15 huri

in Nicaraguan
fightin

Partition severs family ties but fails to stop inter-border weddings

BEEJRAR, India, July 15 It s nearly midaichn
when Gulia, a Pakistani bridcgroon. and
three relatives mount their camels o furtively

MANAGUA, July 156 Righting
in northern Nicaragua between

government troops and rearmed
rebels lefl night dead and 156 In-

the
‘::d' Se ”“m hase are travorsing this remote desert frontier be-
The broke out a day | Spxieen km away in | Liny Indian village,
after resident Violeta Culla's bride, ewall, wails anxiously. When
Chamorro oflered o all she hears the soft erunch of padded camel
the rearmed Contra rebels — hooves on the sand outside her mud hut, she
Except to those who committed knows

War crimes of crimes against

h-.:lrl — o they disband by

Nicaraguan army re-

high sand dunes and cross ever into
‘s Rajasthan stalc, reports II°S,

Even L, know thet
o B el e G e iy
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poried the victims inchaded the wile. There is

so-called “Recontras.” govern- dawn the bride

ﬂuwllrmp-uﬂm . her new in P.kistan
ree militamen were killed | Hewall wears a al wedl,

when (he vehicle in which they alonc, but lor prolection

were riding as bodyguards for wind -blown

the National Development Bank van of six

wiis ambushed near the border dowry — slip

of Honduras border posts into Pakistan.

handful of discreet
ceremony uniles a
Pakistan with his young Indian
a woedding feast, but before
has (o bugin Lthe journey to

Prom ihe pis reing

sand. Four hours later the cara-
camels — 1wo of them Gulia's

through a gap between indian

Chernomyrdin cancelled a visit
to Washington in June, ahead
ol the Tokyo Summil, because
preparatory talks on the prolif-
eration of Ballistic missile tech-
nology had not concluded,

The United States had origl-
inally opposed the entire deal,
concerned that it might give
India access to techno that
would enable it to manulacture
its own DBallistic engines,
Washington had warned
Moscow that the sale would vio-
lale an international agreement
on non-proliferation of Ballistic
missiles.

State . Department
spokcsman Michael McCurry
rciterated such concerns
Woednesday, but stressed that
the United States was not op-
posed to the sale of the rocket
engines themselves bul to the

with them, np-pmntz confirm-
ing the shift in US ;

The spokesman refused to
comment on the negotiations
under way between Russian
space agency director Yuri
Koptev and under secretary of
state for international security
Lynn Davis.

The administration of
President Bill Clinton had
threatened two Russian firms
involved in the Indian deal with
limited cconomic sanctions,
which were to go into effect on

Thursday if no agreement was
in sight. '

The first sign of an imminent
solution came during a meeting
in Tokyo between Clinton and
Russian president Boris Yeltsin,
said unnamed US officials
quoted in Wednesday's

“technical knowhow™ that went

lnd for prtlﬁginuunllu Hc;ﬁa cars has inc

Washington Post.

empire :;;r World War Two,
A television drama made by
the Australian breadcasting

company, The Leaving of
Liverpool, will be broadcast
Thursday on the BBC.

But it 1s already causing
shockwaves. British newspa-
pers are dedicating full-page
spreads to the story and viclims
— speaking out for the first
time —are insisting on justice.
Even the DBritish Parliament is
now taking an intcrest in the
scandal. | '

For 20 ycars, between 1947-
1967, orphans and abandoned
children were literally exported
by authorilies in order to re-
populate the Commonwcealih
with good British stock. The
main destinations were Caniula,
Australia, New Zealand and
Rhodesia (Zimbabwe). |
llelen Lazlitt, aged 50, re-
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reased

in east European countri

manufacturers house decided to open a show room in Moscow and have increased production of

the automobile by a quarter.

— Star TV photo

members the morning in 1953
when nuns at her eatholic of-
phanage in Aberdeen, Scotland,
announced she was being sent
to an orphanage in Adelaide,
Australia. ,

All my life, she said, | had a
fecling ol emptiness. | did not
know who | was or where |
cam< [rom,

Her brother — whom she
ncver knew existed until last

year — was sent to New
Zealand.

Some of the children were as

young as four ycars old when
they were sent abroad.

Most had been sent to live in

institutions by single parents
impoverished by the war. The

.children were usually told their

parcnis were dead. When par-
ents later went to reclaim their
children, they were told they
had been adopted by rich fami-
lics but could not be contacted.

Mexico to allow
Chinese

immigrants

MEXICO CITY, July 15: The
Mexico government sald on
Wednesday it would allow three

ships carrying illegal Chinese
immigrants to enter country,

reports Reuter.

“The government of Mexico
has decided to allow the three
ships to enter Mexico territory,”
Deputy Foreign Minister Andres
Rozental said in a news confer-
ence here, adding that the more
than 600 Chinese would be
repatriated to their homeland.

"Rozental told reporters that
Mexico was making a humani-
tarian gesture™ and was into ac-
cepting an earlier US offer to
pay for the costs of repatriation.

“The costs will be assumed
by the Mexican government,” he
said.

"None of the illegal immi-
grants will remain in Mexico...
repatriation proceed immedi-
ate,” he said.

‘Japanese want an end to LDP rule

TOKYO, July 15: Ja
volers ihtending to end m
year-rule of the -rid-
dled Liberal Democrat
(LDP) next Sunday may find
their new leader has an equally
chequered past, reports AFP.

For Ichiro Ozawa, the brains
behind the new Shnseito
[renewal p-.m the atest
threat to the in the polls, is
a former Secretary-General of
the ruling party and closely
tied to recent scandals.

Ozawa is also a protege of
the influential former LDP Vice-
President Shin Kanemaru, who
goes on trial July 22 in Tokyo
on charges of corruption and
tax fraud.

Today, Ozawa s the
behind Shinseito, founded last
month by former Finance
Minister Tsutomu Hata, which
is expected to prevent the LDP
from obtaining an absolute ma-
jority in the lower house of the
Japanese Diet for the first time
since 1955,

amE .l

Hata and Ozawa helped pro-
voke the current political crisis
when along with 37 other dissi-
dent LDP deputies, they voted
in a motion of no-confidence
against the government of Prime
Minister Kiichi wa, fore-
ing the Premier to dissolve
Parliament and organize new
clections.

“Ozawa is a scoundrel,” said
a Soctal Democratic Party
deputy.

Shinseito hopes to include
the socialists and other opposi-

tion in a coalition gov-
ernment that would exclude the
LDP.

However, social Democratic

Party officials are reti-
cent about an alliance
with Shinseito Ozawa oc-

cupies the number two position
in the party.

*The problem of Ichiro
Ozawa has not been solved, If
urmmﬂ\emm-pmpk
will never trust us, no matter
how much we talk about polit-
cal reform,” said Takako Doi,

former President of the

Socialists.

Even an Ozawa election
campaigner said: “The suspi-
cion that Ozawa was in
the Sagawa Kyubin mob-and-
money scandal has not been
cleared by his testimony at the
Diet last February" (when
Ozawa denied knowledge of any
link with the underworid).

Kanemaru allegedly asked
for and received a handout of
4.2 million dollars from the
Sagawa Kyubin Transport
Company to pay underworld
figurcs o black an extreme-
right campaign in 1987 aghinsl
future Prime Minister Noboru
Takeshita,

Ozawa is suspected ol hav-
ing had a hand in the allair
along with Kanemaru, but
would now like to be the
champion ol political reform,
espccially as regards party [i-
nancing and ending the cor-
ruption evident in LDP ranks.

He is aware of the political

burden he is carrying, and has
adopted a low prolile during the
latest election campaign, leav-
ing the popular Hata to occupy
centre siage.

Still, Ozawa can probably
count on election thanks to
strong support within his dis-
trict on lwale prefecture.

According to the daily news-
paper Ashai, Ozawa maintains
close ties with the construction
industry and is almost certain
to be re-elected Sunday because
of past services to Iwate com-
panies.

A local public works com-
pany for which Ozawa helped
obtain a major dam construc-
lion contract, has been aclively
campaigning from him, while

.Ozawa has so [ar not bothered

to canvass personally for votes
in the constituency.

i “lronically, these practices
arc (part ol) the very political
syslem Ozawa and Shinseito
members have pledged to cradi-
cate,” Ashai noted.

LONDON, July 185: sFormer
British premicr baroness
Thatcher launched a savago
altack on the Maasiricht Treaty
on closer Europcan union
Wednesday in a parliamentary
debate on a referendum on the
treaty, reports AFP,

Thatcher, who is expoected to
vole against her own party for
the first time in a 35 year politi-
cal career over the referendum
issuc, said the treaty ereated all
the structurcs of a European
slale,

Her speech in the House of
Lords, the upper house, on an
amendment calling for the
trealy o be putl to a referen:
dum. saw Thatcher clash hed
on with hor sugecssor as Prime
Minister John Major.

Debate on Maastricht Treaty

Thatcher to vote against her party

The current premier, who
negotiated the treaty for Britain,
opposes a public consultation

-1'?!'-"'

on m-tritht. which opinion
polls show would be massively
rejocted by British voters.

In her speech Thatcher
warncd that under Maastricht
parlilamentary sovereignty is
diminished and the powers of
the people are eroded.

“We have surrendered too
many powers already. We
should surrender no more un-
less the people wish it It fs

their powers, she said.

. In a veiled attack on Major
she accused those who thought
the British People were inca-
pable of making a decision on
Maastricht ol arrogance.

The treaty suffered from a
democratic deficit and dimin
ished democracy and substi
tuted curocracy, she said

More and more kegislation is
nol going 1o be made in parlia-
ment in open and free debate in

the two houscs, but behind
closed doors without any
(public) debate and  without
people knowing preciously what
is being discuss, Thalcher said.

"More and merc decisions
are going to be made which are
con to the will of our repre-
sentatives of the people and of
this chamber too.”

Although an unwanted em-
barrassment for Major, the gov-
ernment is unlikely to be de-
feated on the referendum
amendment, which will be
voted on late Wednesday.

Barring the unexpecied the
treaty, nearing the cnd ol fis
sccond reading, will undergo a
third reading before passing
into law some Ume laler this

ycar.

cut in half,
ACTOSS

the picreing The bride,

Iindia and MPakistan wore partitionod along reli-
gious lines by Britain before indopendence in
1947. Many villages ke [ec
desert slate of Rajasthan found themselves

rar in India's

Clans were separated, and family tics severed. |
Many Muslims found themsclves in India,
and many Hindus in Pakistan.

The two countries have sinee fought three wars,
inchuding fierce tank battles amidst the deso-
late dunes of the Thar desert. And both have
large troop concenlrations along the border.

3ut this has not
Ithe Gulia's. Sim
and Hindu communities in the descrt dis-
tricts of Barmer and
been common ever since partition.

In the wedding scason, bridal
titlously criss-crossing the border all t
time, according to local residenis.

Traversing the border s fllegal on both sides.

groom and wedding partics [ace

stifl seniences il

guard the 1,200 km of descert frontier where

at this time of year can soar up

temperature
to 50 degrees.

cross-border weddings
nuptials in both Muslim

Jaisglmer in India have

ARrfT surrcp-

caught. But 1t is difficult to

The marriage partics run the gauntlet of harsh
terrain regularly, slipping in and out between

the at night.
A kwm‘mulh and Rewall gol married,
Indian groom and his bridal par

an
ting ready to secretly cross over in t
direction. He is a Muslim from the Indian

town of Bhu and is going into the Pakistani
E’hﬂﬂfMlﬂmﬂu, uh’ﬂﬂhﬂﬂ‘
back.

Life in this harsh desert region of 5!:“* ard
Rajasthan is tough. There is chronic drondght,
shortage of water, blinding sand storms and

unbearably high temperatures.

Jobs are scarce in both countrics, and there is
governmenis. Despile

these travails, the hardly locals cling lena-
eb:z:‘tn tradition, especially when it comes
to ings.

Hindu Rajputs Nind a wide range ol eligible

men and women in Sindh province,

has the largest concentration of
Hindus in Pakistan. And Makistanis find a
good choice of brides and groooms among the
numerous Mushm clans in India

In Baurmer distriet these unfons occur mainly in

little help from the

which

is get-

other The

attend.

the densely-packcd hamlets that were divided
by the border. In adjoining Jaisalmer, which
is India's most sparsely populated district,

In reality, the "orphans” had
been away on boats Lhousands
of kilometres from home, When
they reached the far-flung
“charitable institutfons” they
were sometimes treated

child slaves, according to sev-
eral witnesses.,

No one disputes the tragedy
actually took place. But with no
official documents in the public
domain, there are doubts over
the exact number of children
involved. Estimates put the fig-
ure at 20,000-50,000 of whom
at lcast 10,000 were sent to
Australia,

The secret ﬂnnlly came to
light thanks to the persisicnce
ol Margaret Humphreys, a so-

cial worker employed by
Nottin County Council in
central Britain.

in 1986, Humphreys re-
ceived an finquiry from an
Australian woman pleading for
help in tracing her British (am-
ily. She said she had been sent
to Australia as a young child.

ROK prosecutors
to question 2

ex-army ollicers

SEOUL, July 15 South
Korcan prosceutors will sum-
mon two former top army intel-
ligence officers for questioning
over their alleged harassment of
President Kim Young-Sam while
he was an opposition leader, of-
ficial, said y, reports AFP.

The civilian prosecutors
probce began Wednesday follow-
ing an announcement by mili-
tary prosecutors thal they had
arrcsted Lieutenant Colonel Lee
Sang-Bum, an official at the
Army Intelligence Command
(AIC), last week.

Scoul prosecutors said they
would summon former AIC chief
Lee Jin Sam and former AIC
scetion chiefl Han Jin-Koo, now -
in hiding, for questioning over
allegations that they set up a
sceret lerror squad coordinated
by the AIC and the Army
Sceurity Command (ASC). Lee
and |lan were barred Saturday

* [rom leaving the country.

China to crack down
on corruption

BEIJING, July 15: The
Chinese Communist Party will
kick out any leading members
who fail to crackdown on cor-
ruption, a
the Politburo was quoted today
as saying, reports AFP,

Qiao Shi,
Politburo standing committee
members, delivered the waming
Wednesday at the graduation
cercmony of the central party
school, of which he is president,
the People's Daily reported.

"Socialist market economy
does not mean you can do any-
thing you want, rush headlong
into mass action, go your own
way or defy laws human and di-
vine," Qiao said.

"Doing this would not only
result in harm to the state, but
enterprises would collapse and

individuals would have difliculty

avoiding making mistakes of

even committing crimes,” he
said. '

powerful member of

one of seven

Qiao called on all party
members to staunchly fight
against negative and corrupt
phenomena that have mush-
roomed since China began a
shilt to a market eco last
year, and told them to act with
urgency.

Party leaders found to be lax
in the fight against corruption
were not qualified to stay in

'r. he said.

‘Party members, especially
leading cadres, must never
shout about resisting and pre-
venling corruption, clean gov-
ernment and hard work for the
people, while acting in the

complete opposite way," Qiao
said.
Corruption is endemic in

China, countless crackdowns
since market-style reforms were
launched in 1978 have all failed
and critics predict the problem
opposition and allows “DET-
dent supervision of officials and
businesses.

Off the Record

Vesnarinone a ray of hope
BOSTON: Doctors testing an experimental drug on people

with heart problems found

it reduced the death rate by 50

per cent, but can itself be [atal at high doses, an article in
Thursday’'s New England Journal of Medicine said, reports

Reuter.

Some 200,000 Americans dicd cach year [rem econgestive
heart [ailure, where a heart muscle loses its ability to pump
blood, and the drug, Vesnarinone, s meant to correct the
condition by opcning vesscls feeding the muscle.

Despite the risk, “Vesnarinone provides a real ray ol hope,”
said Dr Arthur Fcldman of the Johns Hopkins University

School of Medicine in Ballimore.

Nearly 3.5 million people in the US have heart faflure each
year and, with current drugs, "nearly B8O percent are not alive

within five years of diagnosis.”

in tests of 477 voluntecrs at 22 medical centres, Feldman
and his team gave dafly doscs of 80 milligrams, 120

milligrams or a Maccho

Rats invade Egyptian city !

PORT SAID, Egypt: A plague of rats has invaded slum areas
of this Mediterrancan cily and 150 municipal pest killers are
now spreading poison around the town to kill them local

journalists said on Thursday, repo

ris Reuler.

Llocal hospitals reported an average of four to five people
brought in four treatment cvery mworning since early May alfter
being bitten by the rats, which attack during Lthe night. They
are injected with lctanus and then relcased.
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A mode! displays a hat designed by famous French designer
Ives Saint Laurent in Paris recently on the occasion of the

30th anniversary of the House of YSL.

— Star TV photo

9 more killed in

Algerian violence

even Indian border guards sometimes attend
wedding partics.

fcasts are sumptuous, but lack the
traditional loud music and wild dancing
common eclsewhere. Invitations are senl out
quictly, and only relatives and trusted friends

The party over, it is time for Lthe residents of Bhu
to hop on the camel caravan again and
smuggle home a bride.

The wedding season is now winding down, and
the scorching summer heat makes the
Rajasthan horizon shimmer with mirages.
But parents are already malch -making lor
marriages scheduled for winter,

“It may be in Pakistan, but | can only find a
suitable maich for my daughter in Pakistan.
If | apply for a visa for her, it may lake years®,
says a |lindu resident of Chaotan, near here

And this winter, he will go on camel-back to
Sindh carrying an auspicious offering for his
future son-in-law, like his ancestors did be-
fore a border came in between.

By uneofficial count, 42
Islamic militants have been
killed by security forees in

Algeria since 1.

s bd
Dyfflall Bourkiza was killed
4t home in front of his wife and




