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10 Rohingyas
hurt in clash

COX'S BAZAR, July 15: At

least 10 Rohingya refugees were
injured in a clash between two

rival groups at Damdomia camp
in Teknal today. The violence
erupted over ration card distri-
bution at around 11:00 am and
continued wuntil police and
Ansar intervened, reports UNB.

BSe Fisheries

exam results out

MYMENSINGH, July 15: The,
results of BSc Fisheries (Hons)
final examinations of Bangle-
desh ral Untversity for
the year
announced. The examinations
were held in April, this year,
Among the successful exami-
nees, 14 got first class and 36
2nd class, reports UNB.

3 commit suicide
in Satkhira

SATEKHIRA, July 15: Three
people includ two women
umu::‘ﬁd suicide in
incidents in Sadar
thana on Wednesday. The dead
were identified as Joarti Begum
(28) daughter of Tarab Ali
Mosura village and Ganga Dasi
(29) wife of Taroknath Sarker of
Arvakhall village, They commit-
ted suicide by taking potson.

Ancther Nazrul Hague (23) of

Bhadra allegedly took his life by
touching a live electric wire, re

ports UNB.
6 mlsslng as

boat capsizes

SIRAJGANJ, July 15 Seven
were missing afler a

1400 BS,
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Addresses rally in city this afternoon

Ameer of the Jamaat-e-Islami,
Azam waiving to partymen at the
after being released from detention yesterday.

Golam Azam freed

ngladesh Prf Golam
haka Central Jail gate
— Star phnt,n

By Staff Correspondent

Chief of Jamaat-e-Islami,
Bangladesh, Professor Golam
Azam was released from the

Dhaka Central Jail day, a
day after the High Court set
aside his detention order.

Several thousand cheering
party supporters received him

* at the jail gate at around 6:40

pm when he was freed alfter
nearly 16 months of confine-
memt.

The Jamaat leader was
driven straight to ‘his
Maghbazar residence in a
Pajero jeep under heavy police

uard, witnesses said, adding
that slogan-chanting su
followed their leader up to his
redidence,

- A High Court division bench,
upon a writ, Wednesday de-
clared the detention un:l:r of
Golam Azam under the
Foreigners’ Act, 1946 illegal
and asked the authorities to re-
lease him immediately if he was
not ted in any other case.

Golam Azam was arrested

on March 24, 1992 in the face
of mass protests led by the
Nirmul Committee after he was
elected Ameer (chiefl) of the
party in December, 1991.

Earlier, another High Court
judgement last March declared
hlrn to be a citizen of
Bangladesh by birth. The gov-
ernment's appeal against that
decision is now pending before
the Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court.

Meanwhile, the Appcllate'

Division yesterday rejected an

appeal of the pgovernment
Sce Page 12 Col 4
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US won’t put
Pakistan.on
'terrorist’ list

WASHINGTON, July
. Pakistan will not be placed on
the US list of countries sponsor-
ing international terrorism, de
spite reports of official Pakistani
support for militants in
Kashmir, the State Department
saild on Wednesday, reports
Reuters.

“After a full review of the

| facts and of the law, Secretary

of State Warren Christopher
has determined that the avall-

“ able information on this matter

does not warrant a finding for
now that Pakistan has
‘repeatedly provided support

for acts of intermational terror-

ism," department spnkcaman
Mike McCurry said.

Christopher’s decision was

based la.rgel‘y on Pakistan’s re-

sponse to US concerns about
reports of mment support
for Kashmiri militants "and
other militants who commit
terrgrist acts,” McCurry said.

A US official who declined to
be identified said the decision
was affected by personnel
changes in Pakistan's govern-
ment and military and by
Pakistan's help in trying to
track Mir Amal Kansi, a
Pakistani immigrant who is the
prime suspect in two fatal
shootings at Central Intelligence
Agency headquarters near
Washington earlier this year.

Pakistan had been one of
two countries, along with
Sudan, that the United States
had been monitoring for possi-
ble sponsorship of terrorism,
and McCurry said monitoring
would continue in both cases.

The countries currently
identified by the United States
as sponsors of international ter-
rorism are Cuba, lran, Irag,
Libya, North Korea and Syria.
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Polls date likely today

. Benazir calls off

march as Sharift

ISLAMABAD, July 15: Opp-
osition leader Benazir Bhutto
today called off a threatened
march by tens of thousands of
supporters on Islamabad
aimed at topplihg Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif, saying
her demands had beén met,
party officlals said, report
Reuter, AFP,

Opposition sources said the
march has been called off after

.a ‘deal on elections.'" Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif was ex-
pected to announce an election
date Friday, they said.

However, no official confir-
mation was immediately avail-
able.

"She has posiponed the 'long
march’," opposition spokesman

Salman Taseer said by tele-
phone from the Punjab provin-
cial capital of Lahore.
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- Nawaz Sharif

bows to demands

~ "Our demands will be met,”
he quoted the opposition leader
as saying after an emergency
meeting with the Chief
of Army Stall General Abdul
Waheed in the garrison town of
Rawalpindi.

Taseer described Bhutto as
jubilant. Bhutto had threatened
to lead supporters in a 'long
march’ on Islamabad and to be-
siege the city to back her de-
mand that Sharif announce
mid-term elections and step
down.

Earlier, President Ghulam
Ishaq Khan, Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif and the clref of
Pakistan's powerful army met
today in a last-minute bid to
avert a potentfally explosive
confrontation, officials said.

The first such of the

See Page 12 Col 4

Benazir Bhutto

| Treasury bench, the Opposf

1980, have been

The budget session ol Jatiya

Sangsad (JS) was prorogued

yoesterday. T O
wSpeaksr Shalkh Razzak Ali
ad out the prorogation order

aof President Abdur Rahman
Biswas in the House at 10:53
last night.

The budget session began on

June 5.

The Speaker, in his valedic-
tory speech, said that despite
misunderstandings between the
tion
and the Chair at times, the
scssion had resolved some very
important problems confronting
the nation.

He also observed that the
present Parliament would be
able to play a more effective role
in the development ol national
life by its members’ united ef-
forts in the co days.

Prof. Badruddoza
Chowdhury, Deputy Leader of
the House, in his concluding

'‘speech, said that the session

played a very important role to
eflectively establish Parliam-
ent's sovereignty by constituting
a special probe body io
investigate into Oppeosition
nﬂl:'ltbr- of corruption against

The Deputy Leader also

By Staff Correspondent
highly appreciated Agriculture
Minister Majid-ul-Huq for
inowviag tho for the
committee himsell to ensure the
government's accountability to
Jatiya Sangsad.

Abdus Samad Azad, acting
leader of the Opposition, and
Matiur Rahman Nizami, leader
of the Jamaat's parliamentary
wing, also addressed the House
on the occasion.

All the leaders thanked
Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali and
Deputy Speaker Humayun
Khan Panni for their patience
and the trouble took to
successfully conduct the pro-
ceedings during the session.

Meanwhile, the yesterday's
sitting of Parliament witnessed
a walkout by the Jatiya Party
MPs in protest against the
Chair's refusal to give r fora
second time to JP law maker
Barrister Moudud Ahmed on an
alleged police attack on the
party's procession in the city
yesterday. /

The House also witnessed a
hot debate between the
Opposition MPs and Education
Minister Barrister Jamiruddin
Sircar over Lhe legislators re-
peated demand for including
them as chairpersons in the

J'S session prorogued

tham-lcv,rcl education develop-
ment commiittees.

MPs of both benches had
raised the detmand during the

previous session of Parliament |

in May.

In the face of the Education
Minister's firm 'no’ to the pro-
posal, Prof.
Chowdhury sought time to dis-
cuss the issue with the Prime
Minister.

The Opposition members

to allow more time but
requested the Eduction Minister
to suspend the activities of the
thana-level education commit-
tees until a decision on the is-
sue.

But the minister, terming
the demand "unconstitutignal’,
said that Parliament co nol

- dictate the activities of a min-

istry.
This nearly provoked a pan-
demonium. The Opposition,
claiming the statement to be
unconstitutional, demanded
that the minister either with-

draw his remarks or the
Speaker order them expu
Speaker Shaikh Razza Ali

pacified the Oppesition mem-
bers by assuring that the issue

would be solved once for all in

See Page 12 Col 7
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Jute workers call off July 19-20 strike

The government today will
re-open talks with the agitating
SKOP in a bid to avert the

4B-hour country-wide
labour shutdown and rail-road
barricade from July 19, official
sources said yesterday.

Sources in the Ministry of
Labour and
The Daily Star that the fresh
government -SKOP negotiations
are due to commence at the
Bureau of Manpower, Employ-
ment and Training at Kakrafl in
the capital at lﬂﬂﬂmu.

Labour and
ﬁlwmmﬂhumn
on Wednesday night invited top
leaders of the SKOP (Sramik
Karmachari Otkya Parishad),
who called for the agitational

informed

Star Report
programme in with
the alliance four other
sectoral trade union federa-
tions, for bilateral discussions
today.

The minister's oflfer was
communicated to the SKOP co-
ordinator Dr Wajedul Islam
Khan in a letier. When con-
tacted, Dr Wajed confirmed
the \nvitation and its accep-
fance.

The July 19-20 shutdown
was simultaneously called by
the SKOP, a platform of 18
trade union federations, and the
alltance, in their attempt to
force the implementation of two
separate accords on the work-

ers’ d::mndlsigtwdbyﬂrpr

Fresh Govt-SKOP talks today

However, the alliance of the
jute-textile-sugar-steel mills
trade unions had not received
any invitation from the gov-
ernment till last night.

Jute Minister Brig (Retd) A S
M Hannan Shah, meanwhile,
hap been holding dialogues
with the labour leaders belong-
ing to the pro-government
Jatiyatabadi Hrlnih Dal.

in yesterday's meeting the
labour leaders decided to call
off the 48-hour strike and -el.

llnnlupqtz nmm

from their accumulated arrear
pay along with the current
month's wages.
However, the strike-callers
Sce Page 12 Col 2

Indemnity (Repeal) Bill
JS body given

80 more days
to submit report

Parliament yesterday gran-
ted another 80 days to the
special parliamentary commit-
tee to submit its report on the
Indemnity Ordinance (Repeal)

opposition Chief
Mohammad Nasim moved the

prayer for more time.

The bill was moved in the
House by the opposition Chief
Whip on August B, 1991. [t was
sent to the 15-member special
parliamentary committee
headed by Law Minister Mirza
GColam Hafiz as its chairman for
scrutiny and send back its re-
port to the House for consid-
eration.

While seeking more time, the
Law Minfster said that the
committee sat twice to prepare
a final report on the draft bill
but could not come to a con-
clusion. He, however, said that
the committee will place the re-
port on the bill within the new
time limit.

JP processionists
£0 On rampage
in Gazipur
From Our Coerrespondent

GAZIPUR, July 156 : At least
20 passengers were wounded
and 12 vehicles damaged when
a procession of the Jatiya Parly
here turned violent on the
Dhaka -Mymensingh highway

Witnesses said five of the in
jured were admitted to the
Tongi General Hospital while
Arifur Rahman. a student of
Hangladesh Agrioultural Univer
sity, was rushed o Dhaka with
severe head injury.

They said that the proces-
sion, which eame out after a
meeting at the Jatiya Party’s lo
cal Nutan Bazar office at about
4-30 pm, weni on a rampage
damaging four buses, four
trucks, two private cars and two
autorickshaws.

MOGADISHU, July 15 Su-
ters of fugitive Somall
warlord Mohamed Farah Aideed
launched attackg on several
United Nations positions in the
Somali capial late Wednesday,
AFP.

Heavy fighting lasting 20
minutes broke outl at 1825 GMT
near the airport and shots fired
ncar the UN uarters in
the former US Embassy could

mechanised boat capsized in | be heard on the roof of the

the Jamuna at Prabaldigha in

ll:'h-uhy. reports

Kilometre Four Hotel
Flares rose into the sky and

| helicopter gunships took off

Aideedmen attack UN

from Mogadishu Airport to !
over the area were sii

over the hnmr?mluy com-
pound at 1935 GMT.,

Shooting near the hotel
probably involved Somali mili-
tias and members of the UN's
Pakistani contingent.

Ambulances went to the
Swedish and American hospi-
tals but no toll was immediately
avaflable.

Leaflets distributed in the
Somali capital earlier Wed-
nesday warned of attacks

against American military posi-

tions, in apparent reprisal for

known body calling itsell the
Muslim voice, the leaflets in
English and Somali urged the
other countries of the mulitina-
tional foree here, “to stay far
from the American sites in

Mogadishu. We are going tp

launch an attack (on) the
American compounds |In
Mogadishu.”

Reuter reports from Rome:
Itallan Prime Minister Carlo

positions in Mogadishu

warned Ltodgay

Azeglio Cilam
E:I pull its troops

that Italy cou

out of Somalia.
tHie told parliamentarians

that clartfication about the aims

of the UN mission was "essen-

tial for our presence in

Somalia.”

Citampi's statement followed
an announcement on Wednes-
day by the United Nations in
New York that the Commander
of Ialy's 2,600 troops in the UN
force in Somalia, General Bruno
Lot, should be sent home as

soon as possible.

Convgﬁfbility of the Ta'kﬁ )

Foreign banks ready
to reap benefits

By Inam Ahfited

I'he foreign banks in the
country are preparing to swoop
on the money market as soon

- as the Taka becomes convert-

ible, according to ba.n]dng circle
SOUrces.

They have already taken up
programmes to train their em-
ployees dealing with foreign
exchange.

Earlier, Finance Minister M
Saifur Rahman had™announced
in his budget speech last month
that the Taka would be made
converfible on trade accounts
from this year.

This would allow exporters
to sell all of their foreign ex-
change earnings to authorised
dealers who can then sell these
tp the importers at a daily rate
basis.

" Follewing this ahnounce-
ment, indications were avail-
able that the change is likely to
take place in September this

B-nhin; sources said that
since 60 per cent business of
the overseas banks are related

to foreign exchange, would
become the prime be of

the system.

At present, there are six for-
eign banks operating in the
country —American ¥Express,
Grindlays ANZ, Standard
Chartered Bank, Bank
Indosuez, Habtb Bank and
State Bank of India. In addi-
tion, the City Corp of US and
Bank of Tokyo have their rep-
resentative offices in Dhaka.

These banks, having
efficient global interchange
system of products, will be able
to realise the i ex-
porters’ money [rom foreign
importers and then sell the for-
eign exchange 1in the open
market.

These banks will maintain a
good hold over their foreign
exchange réserves and then fi-
nance the importers, sources
said. Their less bureaucratic
style of business will also give
them an advantage over
Ban i banks in attract-
ing the local exporters as well
as importers, banking sources
observe.

Meanwhile, the Bangladesh

Sce 'age 12 Col 8
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-Hartalobserved
in Cox's Bazar

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, July 15: A
half-day hartal was observed
here today in protest against
the death of a pourashava
commissioner last

Meanwhile, doctors and stafl
at the Sadar Hospital ann-
ounced a two-day work sto-
ppage programme beginning
today in protest of an attack on
the hospital by some young
men durlng the hartal hours.

A group of youths entered
and ransacked the hospital at
around noon, witnesaes said.
Docters and stafl members later
broughl out a procession and
held a meeting protesting the
attack. A work abstention
‘programme Lill Saturday was
also announced at the meeting.

However, emergency opera-
tions of the "hospital will
continue, speakers at the
meeting assured.

All shops and businesses
remained closed during the 6
am to 12 pm hartal while most
transports also remained off the
roads.

Called by the supporters of
Reaz Md Igbal, a former poura
commissioner whn was stabbed
to death Tuesday, the hartal
paralysed normal life in the
LowTl.

A number of rallies were
brought out during the hartal
hours demanding the arrcst of
those involved in the murdcr,

Special Kuwaiti
envoy 1n City

A special envoy of first
Deputy Prime Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al Ahmed of Kuwait ar-
rived in Dhaka yesterday on a
3-day visit to Bangladesh, re

| ports UND.

Director General (West Asia)
at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Fazlur Rahman recetved
him at the airport.

The special envoy, Kuwaiti
Ambassador in New Delhi
Dharar A Rajooqui, is carrying a
e from Sabah Al Ahmed,
who is also the in-charge of the
country’'s Ministry of Foreign
Atlairs, for Foreign Minister
ASM Mostfizur Rahman.

Ex-DFI chief
refused bail

A district court yesterday re-
the bail petition of former

DFI  chiel Brig (Retd)

case and the subsequent
murder of a ZIA customs official
in 1983, reports UND.

"The case is very old and
under investigation, and for the
interest of fair justice, the
prayer for bail is rejected,” ob-
served Dhaka District and
Sessions Judge Nasiruddin
Ahmed.

The case was revived afier 9
years when Nilufar Roul, the
widow of victim: Abdur Reoul,
approached Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia for justice.

Nasiruddin and Lt
Commander (Retd) H M
Mahmud were arrested on
March 17 for their allcged in-
volvement in the smuggling and
muarder.

Armedmen ransack
14 offices in
Bombay

BOMBAY, July 15: Men
armed with swords and guns
raided offices in Bombay's
business district after tying up
guards, Indian police said to-
day, reporis Reuter.

A police spokesman said ol
ficers were searching the com:
merce building near the
Bombay Stock Exchange afler
the attack on Wednesday night,

which shook businessmen in |

Indian's commercial capital.

A witness said at least 20
men ¢ swords and guns
walked up each floor of the six-
storey building, systematically
ransacking 14 offices occupicd
mainly by builders.

Cleaners on Thursday
morning found 25 people tied
up by the raiders and raised
the alarm, police commissioner

t Singh Samra said.

He said robbery may hawve

been the motive for the raid

Anura suspended
from Lankan

Freedom Party

COLOMBO, July 15: Shri
Lianka’s main opposition party
of former Prime Minister
Sirimavo Bandaranaike sus-
pended her son Anura from
his post as legislator today,
plunging the party, rife with fac-
tional divides, into further cr-
sis, political sources here said,
reports AFP
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