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The Fight Against AIDS

it is hardly the first time and it is unlikely to
be the last time that Bangladesh gets the waming
that AIDS could become yet another catastrophe
for the country, like natural disasters. However,
there is still time to deny the virus HIV that
causes this killer disease a foothold in this
densely populated nation.

This time, the warning, with the plea to expe-
dite preventive steps, come from none other than
the Executive Director of WHO's Global

me on AIDS(GPA), Dr Michael H Merson,
now on a visit here for talks with officials and lor
participation In activities aimed at increasing the
awareness .among concerned circles about the
da of AIDS facing this mumrly.

%:rstatcmcm by Merson is largely based on
statistics of the World Health Organisation
(WHO) released during a recently held interna-
tional conference in Berlin on AIDS. The deliber-
ation at the meeting, not to mention the statis-
tics, went a long way in demolishing the myth
that it is still much a problem f{acing Africa,
followed by parts of Europe and the United
States, and that Asia may not yet be a major vic-
tim of this deadly threat. This mistaken notion
has created complace in many countries in

'the region, including Bangladesh, which the
conference and now the visit of Merson to
Dhaka may well help to remove.

According to a re er of The Daily Star who
attended the Berlin meeting. the HIV/AIDS “epi-
dmojf- in South and lSouthcsjst ;\sla i:s tﬂtdl :he p?':
nt becomlni'cxpmtvc'. ust as n parts
of Africa, the hardest-hit in the world, ten years
ago. At this moment, the worst affected countries
in the region are said to be Thailand, Myanmar
and India. However, there are clear indications
that AIDS is spreading to other countries where
drug abuse and prostitution are on the increase,
like in Pakistan and Bangladesh. The unhealthy
sanitary condition in public toilets, the unchec-
ked blood transfusion and lack of use of the
dis ble e in rural areas also add to the
problem. Again, recent studies show that some
ten million children, mostly from developin
countries, fall victims to AIDS by the end o
this decade, mainly as a result of mother-to-child
transmission. What proportion of these victims
among children will be in Asia is still unclear.
But there is no room for complacency.

If the w from Merson was firm, his plea
to the government here for expediting steps
against the spread of AIDS in Bangladesh carried

a note of urgency. We sincere ope that the
me e from the visiting GPA tor got thro-
ugh. But on this score, we have some m ‘1;%_5;

At the seminar which was addressed E’; O
officials, the Health Minister, Chowdhury Kamal
Ibne Yusuf announced that a “plan of action”
would be adopted by the end of this month with
the setting up of a separate directorate. At the
same meeting, Deputy Leader of the Jatiya

, Badruddoza Chowdhury, himself a medi-
cal or, stressed the need for sex education,
even at the school level.

While we commend these moves, one cannot
help wondering if the authorities have not taken
too much time in adnp_l_ln{g the basic steps
against AIDS, knowing full well that the ram-
pant drug abuse and rising prostitution had put
the country in a vulnerable position. There is a
wide-spread feeling that in treating sex as a
sensitive issue for public discussion or as a sub-
ject for education, we have adopted a somewhat
secretive attitude towards AIDS. Il is high time
we changed this attitude in favour of a prag-
matic, scientific approach. Whatever may be the
causes and implications of the challenge facin
this country, we must look upon AIDS as a healt
hazard which must be fought in a totally uncom-
promising manner.

Hope for Palestinians!

If the media report on secret meetings be-
tween top Palestinian leaders and Israeli govern-
ment officials is correct, we have reasons to be-
lieve that not everything is lost for the world's
largest number of people without a state,
Although Palestinian Liberation Organisation
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat has co ed the
holding of two such meetings in Washington dur-
ing the US-mediated Arab-Israeli peace talks last
month, Yitzhak Rabin's government has simply
left us guessing about their veracity. Unconfirmed
reports from other sources also suggest that the
two sides may have secretly met several times in
the past weeks.

No matter if such meetings have actually taken
place or not, the fact remains that the trouble
spot, one of the world's oldest. demands that the
two sides sat together to exchange views across
the table now. Indeed, direct talks — notwith-
standing their animosity — could make more
gzogrcss than the on-going rounds of negotiations

tween Israeli government and Arab representa-
tives from the ut:cu%)ied territories, Without PLO’s
participation, no talks and agreements can b
about a lasting solution to the problem. The
sooner the Tel-Aviv government recognises this
the better, If the talks — even if they are secret —
have been held, the realisation seems to have
come at last.

After all the rancour and endless strifes be-
tween the Palestinians and the Israelis, there
now seems to be a lull. Belying the earlier
promises by the incumbent Israeli premier, for a
more liberal attitude than his predecessor's to
the Palestinian issue, Rabin went on the offensive
and complicated it further by deporting
Palestinians from Jerusalem into the no-man's
land between Israel and Jordan. Rabin has how-
ever to his credit the good move in that he halted
construction of Jewish settlements in the border
area of the West Bank and Gaza. It certainly was a
positive signal and that the subsequent attempts
to resume a constructive dialogue with the PLO
leadership were not simply forthcoming is most
unfortunate. |

Israeli insistence that the PLO is a terrorist or-
ganisation and hence any negotiations with it is
out of question appears {o be a wrong notion at
this stage of the organisation's political transfor-
mation. Israeli position must be softened if the
country now passing through one of its economic
crisis-periods is desirous to get rid of it. The

uestion of devolving power for. autonomy to the
tinians for an interim period has to be con-
sidered In a dispassionate manner. Sooner or
later such an arrangement will have to be d
upon for a free Palestinian state. As for the shar-
ii:g v?c{ J E;{usalﬁnl:{ ;ach side will hav:lzj to be f{lexible
w ma n.ubq a common bul sovere
status for the disputed holy city. -

ITHOUT much ade.

activists and non-

governmen organisa-
tions (NGOs), working at the
grassroots, have come together
on one platform. Their confer-
ence in Vienna the other day
was a riot, a lava of sufferings,
an array ol anguished faces
which had seen death and
worse. But they were able 1o
send a warning to brulal
administrations all over the
world that human rights wure
nol a matler ol bargaining: they
should be beyond debale.

The number of NGOs was
around 2,000 and they werc
from all the continents and
climes. Some of them had

| brought with them exhibitions,

pholos and video films to show
repression they go through in
their countries. Some were agi-
tating for homelands, some only
pointing out the enormous bur-
den ol human rights abuses
which is borne by millions.
Together they made a
formidable force. For the first
time, they galvanised moral
rights into political agenda.

An Israel's objection to a

Palestinian woman's narration
ol atrocities in Lhe Tel Aviv oc-

cupicd arcas got the ball rolling.
The NGOs were in no mood to
make their conference a goody-
goody affair. The chairperson
was shouted down when she
asked the speaker nol to men

tion any couniry by name; The
whole. house was on ils feet.

The Israeli, member ol the
management committee, had Lo
withdraw and the speaker con-
tinued amidst applause. For the
NGOs, mostly a suppressed lot
in their own countries, il was
not so much the political aspect
of Palestine that matlered as
the right to speak.

Again, there was [urore when
an invitation to the Dalai Lama
to address the NGOs wus with-
drawn under the pressure of

ENERAL Ibrahim Ba-

bangida; the military

ruler of Nigeria, has
painted himself into a corner.
He has promised that new elec-
tions to return the country to
civilian rule will go ahead to
produce a president, according
to the original schedule, by
August 27.

At the same time he has dis-
gualified the two presidential
candidates who were generally
recognised as having fought a
free and fair election.

He now faces massive popu-
lar disillusionment and an im-
possible dilemma. How is he to

| keep his [requently repeated

promise lo deliver civilian gov-

lineg? Last time it foek him 10
months to organise [resh elec-
tions.

And where can he find the
right kind of person to become
president under his own new
set of complicated rules? Maybe
he is intending to stand himself
as a "last chance, save the na-
tion" candidate.

Babangida originally an-
nulled the June 12 elections,
repealed all the electoral de-
crees which guaranteed the
transition pro
pended the National Electoral
Commission (NEC) which had
wanted to publish the results.

The NEC leaked the results.
Chief Moshood Abiola, the
flamboyant Southerner and
media tycoon, had won com-
fortably, securing 8.4 million
voles and 58 per cent of the
electorate against his northcrn
opponcnt Bashir Tola's 41 per

address.

"Bosnia Continues
to Burn"

Sir, Just a quick note to ex-
press my gratitude to you for
your courageous and principled
editorial in The Daily Star 13-7-
93 on the situation in Bosnia.

People like us whose con-
science and all senses of de-
cency hdve been outrageously
violated by the events in Bosnia
— find some solace in the
thought that there is a still a
voice left which cares to speak
out in protest.

Keep it up.
Jamil Azher
Dhaka
(Letter received by Fax
Whither USA?
Sir, The colossus image and
the profound Il the USA

built world over during the last
two hundred years appear to
have been shattered all of a
sudden due to Washington's
dramatic missile attack on
Baghdad on June 27.

The US President Bill
Clinton alleged that Iraq had
made a plot to assassinate for-
mer President George Bush
and so the USA ated. "I
did my job" boasted Bill
Clinton and vowed to do every-
thing to stamp out terrorism.
Incredible!

Only a few months back on

ernment in lime for the dead- |

¢ and sus- -

cenl. 'Andilhe elections had

|| Letters for publication in these columns should be

| addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

Vienna Conference on Human Rights — in Retrospect

nan Rights — in Retrospect
How India and Pakistan Stumbled over Kashmir

Politicians and officials should realise that those who protest against tyranny are not
unpatriotic, but simply dissidents. wanting fo focus attention on exploited masses.
Unfortunately, the delegation from New Delhi adopted an attitude of hostility towards

Indian NGOs from the very first day.

China. He must have his say
was Lhe refrain of demonsira

thons which continucd (ill the
Austrian government, the hosts
of the conference, announced
his arrival in Vicnna. Partly, it
was Tibet but mostly it was the
Dalai Lama's right 10 say that
astrung the NGOs. He spoke in
heavy downpour lo emphasise
how the gquestion ol “particu-

lartsing” human rights had
me a central issue in the

universe. His messagc went
down well and there was a re-
newed resolve against authori-
tarianism.

Sadly, the NGOs violated the
right to say when it came 1o
former US president Jimmy
Carter. Some of us — | was rep-
resenting the Citizens for
Democracy [CFD) — argued in a
pre-conference meeting that free
expression was an integral part
of human rights. But the NGOs
[rom Latin America were vehe-
mently opposed to him for the
excesses he had committed in
their region when he was  pres-
ident.

They hooted him down.
Some Pakistanis also joined
them on Lhe ground that he had
strongly supported General Zia
ul-ltag's martial law regime:
Asma Jahangir, a distinguished
woman activist from Lahore,
carned the wrath of many
Pakistani NGOs for advocaling
Carter's right to say,

The tendency not to tolerate
an opponent or a critic scarcs
me. My plea that Carter should
be heard was brushed aside as
a burgoise reaction. Whatever
thait meant, the right of free ex-
pression to a speaker, when the

Babangida Pain

management had invited him,
was denied. Jusl as we expect
governments (o recognisce dis-
senl, we should have palicnce
and lolerance to hear others,
however abominable they may
be

As days go by. | hope Lhat
the NGOs and the governments
will develop some norms to deal
with omne another. While the
NGOs cannot supplant the
clectivd governmenis, they rep
resaetl a movemoenl against brua

official delegations have sent
even reports against a few anti-
establishment NGOs.

But wultimately ltical
bosses and officials come Lo
realise that those who protest
against lyranny are nol anti-pa-
triotic but dissidents, wanting
lo focus atlention to Lhe plight
ol the exploitcd masses. Only
through their help will ihe
alicnated and the distant be re-
tricved one day because they
crjoy credibility, Shetkh | lasina

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

lality and ncglect. The gun of
terrorisis is no solution to the
excesses committed by the se
curity forces. Violence for vio
lence cannol be the philosophy
ol those who want o restruc
lure the socicty on the basis of
human rights. Without the
awarencss ol what ts right and
a desire to act according to
whal is right, there may be no
realisation of what Is wrong.
This does not mean that the
governments will change re-
pressive policies on their own. It
is going to be a long-drawn bal-
tle. The NGOs will be further
exposed to ridicule and
calumny, as is happening in the
third world. India and Pakistan,
followed by Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka, had financed the trip of
some NGOs of dubious creden
tials to shout down those who
dared to criticise their govern:
ments. Some from among Lhe

from UBangladesh, who ad-
dressed Lhe plenary  session.
ean bridge df nees [ar betior
than Dhaka's most leaders.
Insicad, as she told me, she
and her party, Awami League,
were being persecuted.

For some reasons, Lhe Indian

delegation had adopted a pos-
ture of hestility towards the
Indtan NGOs from the first day.
The ice was broken afller some

lime when Finance Minister
Manmohan Singh, leader of the
delegation, met the NGOs and
admitted thé excesses commit-
ted. He tried to appreciate the
NGOs point of view. On their
part, they told him they were
nol wanting to raise Kashmir,
Punjab or Assam, which they
could do back home. But they
pointed out how the TADA was
misuscd lo detain dissidents
and how Lhe government only
listened to the language of vio-

front on Bosnia if we
decided to raise Kashmir at the

lence. Separately, Lhey H
resolution to say all that; the
government delegation did not
like it. It scems that the mere
mention of violation of human
rights scares New Delhi and it
continues to shut iis eyes o the
brutalities as if they do not ex-
ist,

| saw India and Pakistan of-
ficials sending chits to the
sponsored NGOs at various
meeiings to say things which
would embarrass the other.
Still, the NGOs conference
passed off quietly. Fireworks
were at the official conference.
"We could have made a t
not

conference,” saldd a Pakistani
delegate. The altack by Nusrat
Bhutto, head of the Pakistan
delegation, on India for the
conditions prevailing in
Kashmir was not surprising.
The harshness was. India's de-
fence was and it did well
not to exercise the second right
to reply because it would have
made a hash of things further.
However, | have not been
able lo appreciate Pakistan's ra
tionale behind raising Kashmir

at yet another international fo-

rum. It has been doing so lor
the Ist four decades, with no
concrete results. | recall when |
mel Zullikar Ali Bhutto, then
Pakistan's president, belore the
Shimla conference in 1972, he
sald he was "sick of going round
to the chanceries of the world”
and had realised thal the ques:

tion had to be solved betwren
India and Pakistan. The Shimla
agreement reflected that reality,

a bilateral approach.

ts Himself 1n a Corner

by Alan Rake

Even for Nigeria the political events of the last few days have been
of planning and elections at many levels the key presidential election stands annulled and

new ones are promised in time for a handover to civilian rule on A

. After years$

ugust 27. The military ruler,

Ibrahim Babangida, has put himself into an impossible position and it is difficult to see how
he can extricate himself.

1986 Feb Babangida promises handover by
October 1 1990. Sets up buresu fo

arrange transition
1988 Ban partes iited..
% recommentds & parties.
Babangida insists on two parties
only - NRC.SDP.

Delays power transfer to Jan 2 1993
1991 Dec Successful slections for governors,

state asssmpiies
1992 July National Assembly and Senate
slections
suspanded
Oct Babangida cancels primaries,

postpones civilian ruke o August

27 1983

been generally recognised as
free and fair and dcvoid of ma-
jor malpractice.

Babangida's move provoked
an international oulery. Ex-
ternally the western powers,
particularly the United Stalcs
and Brilain, showed themselves
surprisingly resolule in their

- — — = - - ra

20th January on being sworn
in as the 42nd President Bill

Clinton proudly proclaimed
the USA as the most civilised
country on earth.

Today the world is stunned
and shocked at the abuse of
power, violation of interna-
tional law, ou e of human
rights and attack on the inde-
pendence and sovereignty of
Iraq by the USA. Washington
never lodged any protest with
Iraq or with the UNO against
the alleged assassination plot
nor did issue any warning to
Baghdad. Above all the trial of
fourteen suspected persons
was going on in Kuwait. Why
did USA kill innocent civilians

in Baghdad?

Why should Iraq plot to kill
former President George Bush

who has been defeated in the
Presidential election the
present President Bill Clinton?
What benefit, political or mili-
tary gain Iraq could get out of
it? It is a story of a wolf and a
lamb. We always hear US plot-
ting to kill and overthrow
President Saddam Hussain of
Iraqg.
We feel it is a sheer foolish-
ness, a greal responsibility
and {irregularity, lack of wis-
dom and morality on the part
of USA to attack Iraq. It is a
case thousand times worst
than Watergate scandal.

Why did not the USA attack

thrcatening sanctions.,

Inside Nigeria, protest was
raiscd by two ex-heads of state,
Olusegun Obasanjo and
General Muhammadu Buhari,
by Lhc Nobel Prize winning
Nigcrian writer Wole Soyinka
and by human rights organisa-
tions, Students demonstrated

San Juan, the capital of Puerto
Rico when two Puerto Rico
natfonalists attempted to shoot
US President Harry Truman in
19507 :

The USA dropped Atom
bombs on Hiroshima and
Nagasakl in 1945 but immedi-
ately rushed humanitarian aid
and helped Japan to heal her
wounds and stand on her own
feet. But what the USA is doing
now in Iraq? Washington is
now violating her own
Constitution and also flouting
the principles, objectives and
the Charter of the United

Nations O sation.
True the executive power of
the USA is vested in the

. President of the United States

of America but as a matter of
fact it is the US Congress un-

der Article 1 Section 8/10 and
8/11 to "Define and Punish
Piracies and Felonies commit-
ted on the high seas and of-
fences against the Law of
Nations” and to "Declare War,
grant Letters of Marque and
Reprisal and make Rules con-

cerning Captures on Land and

Water.”

We  would request the
democratic and [reedom loving
people of the United Statcs ol
America to kindly look into the
serious relevant matters, hclp
put the USA on the right
track, resolve the US-lraq dif-
ferences in a civilised manncr
and save the USA from deluge.

O H Kabir
Dhaka-1203

"PWD and
Dhanmondi R/A"

Sir, In response to Mr
Zahurul Huq's letter captioned
"PWD and D
19 June 1993, | would like to

he had no hidden agenda and

nmondi R/A" of

The editor of the govern-
ment-owned New Nigerian
newspaper resfgned over an
editorial justifying the sus-
pension of the elections thal

bad pogr impoyed, anhigs by
Babangidg's oflice..

then changed his

mind. He said that he still in-
tended to hand over to a civilian
president on August 27, bul he
disqualified both the presiden-
tial candidates.

By doing so he defied the
painstaking system that he had
personally sel up over the last
sceven years since he [irst
promised civilian rule in 1986.
It was he who had set up the
lwo-party system, written the
party manifestos, financed the
parties and had ensured that
they would be free of religious
or cthnic bias and representa-
tive of the nation as a whole.

In order Lo ensure fair, un-
rigged elections he had post-
poned the return to civilian rule
on three previous occasions. He
had repeatedly promised that

draw his kind attention to the
fact that the mushroom growth
of hospitals, clinics, govern-
ment, semi-government and
NGO offices in Dhanmondi resi-
dential area had not only dis-
turbed the civic aesthetics in
the said area, but the un-
planned dispesal of hospital

wastes had immensely polluted -

its environment. The X-ray clin-
ics are gradually spreading ra-
diation which may cause health
hazards in course of time. If one
has closely observed the gather-
ing of drivers and fourth class
employees in front of their re-
spective office entrances and
makeshift teastalls then one
would also have heard some
from there passing obtrusive
and derogatory remarks at the
young school going girls and
passing by ladies. Hasn't one
noticed as to how some un-
scrupulous people shamelessly
urinate at the roadside even
when our children or a lady is
passing by?

I would humbly request Mr Z
Huq to kindly observe these
unhealthy and obnoxious activ-
ities and then deduce whether
the location of government and
other offices in Dhanmondi R/A
over the last two decades had
adversely effected civic peace
and environment or not.

As an humble citizen, |
earne request the concerned
authority to take fmmediate
steps for shifting these clinics,
and offices to non-residential
areas. Schools; departmental
stores,: flower shops and
medicine shops be spared
from such ﬂki:lh:‘r -

If PWD is doing something
about it, then let's extend our
hand of cooperation to them In-
stead of creating hindrance.

M Ferdause Khan
Dhanmondi R/ A, Dhaka

s

\ nation. But our

that he had no intention lo
cling to power. And he had been
finally presented with an elec-
tion that appeared to be fair. So
why did Babangida f[ail at the
last [ence-and plunge the coun-
Lry yvel again into a state of con-
[usion?

Much of the blame probably
lies within the supreme military
body, the National Defence and
Security Council (NDSC), where
a major group of northern offi-
cers would not countenance a
lamboyant Seoutherner like
Abiola as the next president.

One was Brigadier Hailu
Akilu who was on record some
time before the results became

- known, saying: "Abiola will only

become president over my dead
body." .
And behind the NDSC, the
northern political power bro-
kers, who have chosen every
president excepl one —
Obasanijo, from 1976 to 1979 —
since Nigeria's independence in
1960, also wanted nohe of
Abiola, though he was a fellow
Muslim.

So Babangida. disqualified

True, Nusarat DBhutte's
words attracted headlines in the
subcontinent and some im-
pressionable commentators in
Pakistan hafled her speech as
"a diplomatic viciory. " If this is
victory. Islamabad has achicved
it many a time. The real
lem is now te make Indita and
Pakistan sit across Uhe lable to
discuss Kashmir. Vitrielic
speeches by Pakistan al imter-
national forums only harden

unnecessary remark by the
peeved indian loreign secretary
Mani Dixit. But that should In-
dicale how New Delhi's mind
works.

Nusarat Bhutio s speech or
the exhortation by the Orga-
nisation of Islamic Confcrence
IOIC) on Kashmir at its Kayarhi
mecting could not have

- 4 The esrdinary

inluenced India lo abstain on
Ihe OIC-sponsored resolution,

calling upon the Securitly
Counecil Lo take “forceful and
decisive steps” for effective
peace in Bosnia-Herzegovina,

New Delhi has commilied the
same blunder as it did during
Nehru's time when it abstained
on the resolution condemning
Soviet forces’ march inte
Hungary. Then the USSR
influenced us; this time it is the
West. And we have chosen to be
a mute witness to the killing of
people whose only faull 15"&&[
they are Muslims.

The argument thal we were
against naming a country — a
matter of principle as the Indian
delegation put it — Is not con-
vincing. India would have made
some sense il ils delegation had
walked out ol the conlerence
when Nusarat Bhulto men-
tioned it by name while refer-
ring to Kashmir. The principle
ol nol naming a country was
jettisoned by the NGOs on day
onc. Why did we have lo cul a
sorry figure?

him on technical grounds, say-
ing that the elections had been
corrupt.

Abiola countered by declar-
ing himself a "president in wait-
ing.” His Social Democratic
Party (SDP) has refused to par-
teipate in any further election
and even the defeated National
Republican Convention (NRC) '
agreed Lo meet the SDP and find
some way ol persuading the
military lo keep ils pledge to
democracy.

Mosl Nigerians are dis-
mayed. They have been yearn-
ing for a return to civilian rule
for seven years and are bitler
about the way the military has
clung to power,
i citizen has
been double hit by a plunging
economy, rising inflation,
shortages of industrial goods

and queues outside petrol
stations because Africa’s
greatest oil producer cannot

supply enough refined
petroleum. '
Babangida is the prisoner of

his own vacillation and indeci-
siveness as his nation slides
into chaos. Foreign loan givers
and investors are already
pulling out or waiting until
stability can be restored.

A younger generation of
Nigerian officers must be saying
to themselves that they could
certainly do better and should
rescue the nation from the slip-
pery slope. — GEMINI NEWS

ALAN RAKE is managing edi-
tor of New African and African

. Business and broadcasts regu-

larly on the BBC.

OPINION

.Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia in her speech at
Mymensingh on May 29th de-
clared that the government
would launch a special "Food
for Education” programme for
encouraging poor and under-
privileged children to receive
education. Nothing would have
been more welcome.

Since the massive pro
gramme for Education
was taken up during the Third
FYP period, the efforts to bring
in all the children of school age
to the primary schools, and
their retention thereafter up to
Class V, have not been success-
ful. The special 44 thana UPE
project, under IDA assistance,
also did not achieve its expec-
tations. With the present
poverty scenario, the children of
primary school age are put to
work to earn their own living, or
else there was no food available
to them.

The provision of at least one
nutritious mid- meal for all

underprivileged children in all
our p schools would be
the most effective way of draw-

ing the children to the school,
and their further retention
thereafter. To this we would like
to add that two sets of clothes
(of bare utility standard) may be
provided to female chiid.
For the implementation of
the above projects, we would be
requiring several hundred
crores of Taka in a year. The
harnessing of resources would
not be an easy task, and we
have to tackle it on a priority
basis. Overpopulation is the
number one problem the
im-

Food for Education
Shahabuddin Mahtab

™

plementation of the Primary
Education project would have a
direct bearing in the rate of our
population growth.

The Fourth FYP has this to
say, "present and potential
donors can consider formation
of a consortium to introduce
school lunch at the primary
level in the rural areas. Food for
Education of the hungry child
will perhaps be a logical propo-
sition for human resource de-
velopment of the most down
trodden.”

Inspite of the Government's
general policy of decentraliza-
tion, the primary education
system is very much controlled
by the government functionar-
fes. Although it is laid down
that the "responsibilities of su-
pervision, control and manage-
ment of primary education be in
co-operation with the local gov-
ernment administration known
as Union Parishad®, in actual
operation and practice, the
Union Parishad hardly exerts
any role of restraint and direc-
tion. Primary education to be
turned into a soctal movement
needs the full tion of
the community and the local
government bodies. The Union
Parishads need to have control-
ling powers for the smooth and
effective functioning of the pri-
mary schools. The Union
Parishads may also be made re-
sponsible for the maintenance
of the school building and the
furnitures. The community in
question where the school is
situated must play on eflective
role, because it is their children

who are being educated in those
schools.




