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AL mass contact |

tour from July 16

Awami League leaders will go
for a 2-day country-wide mass
.contact tour from July 16 to

campaign against corruption,
ierrorism, politicalisation, re-

pression and price-hike of es-

sentials. During the tour, the
party’s central leaders will ad-
dress public meetings at 20
district headquarters, a press
reports UNB.

Train derails

CHITTAGONG, July 12: Tra
in services in the Dhaka
Chit -Sylthet route and
other h Hnes remained
disrupted for about 7 hours
following derailment of a -
senger train loday. Rallway
conirol room sources said Lthe
Akhaum -bound 204 down train
from Dhaka derafled at Ari-
khola in Chorasal at about &
am. A reliel train salvaged it at
aboul 3 pm restoring the train
communicalion. No casualty
was reported, reports UNB.

Works Minister
sued

CHITTAGONG, July 12: A
casc was filed with the CMM

court here loday Works
Mimister Barmister Isiam
Miah for communal -
ism. Loeal of Hindu-

Buddha-Christian Otlkyo Pari-
shad Advocate Rana Das Gupa
filed the case that the
mirister had provocative
remarks in a seminar organised
by Mukto Forum on “The
Tragedy of , Our Libe-
ratien and Toeday's
Context”™ ad National Press
Chub tn Dhalka, reports UNB.
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OIC confce begins in Islamabad

ISLAMABAD, July 12: Bos-
nian Foreign Minister Haris

- Salajdzic called today for the

urgent dispatch of Islamic
troops to his beleaguered coun-
try subjected to "broad daylight
genocide,” reports AFP.
Speaking at a two-day con-
ference of 16 Muslim countries
opened here by Pakistani Prime

Minister Nawaz Sharil to coor- .

dinate troop deployment in
Bosnia's six designated areas,
he urged the participants to

'send "as many troops as possi-

ble and as soon as pqauihle.“

Bosnia calls for urgent
dispatch of troops

"This conference is very im-
portant. We hope it will produce
nol only paper but some action
this time,” the foreign minister
said. :

Hamid Al-Gabid, Secretary
General of the Organisation of
the Islamie Conference (OIC), in
his specch stressed that "time is
of the essence” to mitigate the
tragedy in Bosnia-Herzegovina,

As well as host Pakistan, for-
eign ministers or representa-
tives from Egypt, Iran, Senegal,

Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Malaysia,

Uganda, Tunisia, Palestine,

Algeria, Bangladesh, Indonesia,
Djibouti, Brunei and Morocco

are attending the meeting.
Salajdzic lashed out at the

UN arms embargo slapped on

. Bosnia saying that it reflected

Europe's "anti-Muslim policy.”

He veh:mcntl:,r opposed -

those who consider the Bosnian
conflict a civil war, stressing

that his country was "victim of
aggression committed by

_ Belgrade.”

The Foreign Minister said
some 200,000 civilians have
Sec Page 12 Col 8
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Plan to send
7600 troops

ISLAMABAD, July 12: The

countries of the Organisation of

the Islamic Conference (OIC) are

planning to send 7,600 troops
to Bosnia for protection of ‘safe
arcas’ as required by the UN,

" reports Xinhua.

The number was pr:ltmlnarf
ily estimated and the troops fi-
nally to be decided to be con-

tributed could be even more

than that, Pakistan Foreign
Office spokesman Munir Akram
said at a press confererice here
this evening.

The United Nations has re-
quired a maximum of 34,000
troops for the purpose, he said.
The participants also discussed
air cover and some technical

guestions such as deployment

‘of roops in Bosnia and com-
mand structure, he added.
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Move to avert 48-hr hartal

Dialogue with TU

leaders today

A mecting between the Jute
Erig (retd) ASM
[lannan Shah and trade union
lcaders will be held today to
discuss the problems in the jute
scctor, officials sources said,
reports UNB.

The meeting 1is aimed at
continuing a dialogue with the
trade union leaders to avert a
planned 48-hour strike called
by the SKOP from July 19, the
sources indicated.

The SKOP has called for the
strikc and a road-rail barricade
programme throughout the
country to press for the imple-
mentation of the agreements
signed by the government last

year.

The demands include decla-
ration of minimum wages and
the National Wage Commission
award, halting of privalisation
and retrenchment of workers
and reopening of all closed and
laid-oflf mills and factories.

Trade union sources said
that the SKOP is determined Lo
observe the sttike and continue
the action pro mes until
fulfilment of the demands.

But the government was re-
portedly determined not to bow
to unjustified pressure from
the SKQP.

An earlier UNB ri said,
the government hﬂoﬂrtady
initiated dialogue with the trade

See Page 12 Col 1
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-Soccer fans
clash with
police
By Staff Correspondent

A violent clash between foot-
ball [ans and police in and
around the Dhaka Stadium last
evening left seven people in-
jured,

Their identities could not be
ascertained since most were
released after fist aid at privatc
clinics.

The mob also a few
shops and vehicles at the park-

ing lot adjacent to the stadium.

The clash occurred after the
Star Premier Division Football
League encounter between
Abahani Krira Chakra and
Rahmatgan] Muslim Friends
Socfety ended in a goalless
draw.

Police resorted to baton
charge and lobbed tear-gas
shells to d'i-pem the crowd.

Match report on Page 10.

29 killed as US
rockets meeting”
of Aideed’s men

MOGADISHU, July 12: US
helicopters killed at least 29
pcople today when they rock-
eled a meeting of aides of
Somalia's main warlord, his
supporters said, reports AFP.

The raid sparked the revenge
h'ling of at least two foreign
urnalists,

:!_‘.:.,_ :
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colourful procession in the city yesterday to mark the start

of the fourth national recitation festival.

— Star photo

Malaysia to maintain freeze
on hiring foreign workers

KUALA LUMPUR, July 12:
The freeze i on recruil-
ment of foreign workers in
Malaysia will remain until the
government gets a clear picture
about the presence of illegal
immigrants in the country.

The recruitment of foreign
workers was temporarily halted
on 12 April by an order of the
Malaysian government.

Date Anthony K S Yeo,
Secretary General of the
Malaysian Ministry of Human
Resources, told this correspon-
dent that at least 200,000 for-
cign workers were living in
Malaysia illegally, but the gov
ernmeni was not aware of their
whereabouts.

“The Home Mintstry s look-
ing into the problem and trying
o trace the illegal immigrants,”
satd Dato Anthony, adding that
the freeze would continue until
the authorities could locate and
identify them. This process
might lake about six months or

©Imore.

The Secretary General, how-
cver, mentioned that the gov-

From Chapal Bashar

crmment had decided to lift the
biin on employing skilled and
senii-skilled foreign workers in
the manufacturing sector uﬂ}y
The ban on unskilled labour for
all sectors would remain, he
said, However, non-
manufacturing sectors may also
be permitted to hire foreign
skilled workers at a future date.

Dato Anthony said that
Kuala Lumpur and Dhaka
maintained a friendly and cor-
dial relation and Malaysia
would welcome Bangladeshi
workers coming through the le-
gl process.

‘We need more workers,
particularly for the plantations,’
he added.

When asked about
Malaysia's total demand of
workers, the Secretary General
informed that according to the
latest study, the country would
need another 20,000 skilled
workers by 1997, while the e
quirement of semi-skilled and
unskilled workers would be
160,000 and 89,000 respec-

1The detainces at the camps

tively.

The requirement ol man
powcr might be highicr in fu
ture, he pointed out.

Presently, Malaysia has « 1o-
tal workforee of ahuut 7.2 mil-
lion among which 300,000 arv
foreigners who were employed
after completing all legal for-
malities. Over 55,000
Bangladeshis are working in
Malaysia with work permits,

The number of fllegal immi-
grants from Bangladesh could
not be ascertained from any
source. However, about 2000
Bangladeshis are among 4000
illegal immigrants now detained
at various camps in Malaysia.

Authoritics have advisced the
Malaystan employers to nwct
and
{f need ber to apply for their
registration so that they could
stay and work legally.

Malaysia is now allowing
entry to foreign workers who
wure selected for employient
belore the frecze on roeraitment
was {imposcd.

Bill inJS to
raise ministers’
house rents

By Staff Correspondent

__Abill sing a house rent
allowance of Tk 17,500 for a
minister and Tk 15,000 for
stalc and deputy ministers was
miroduced in Parliament yes-
terday.

Stale and Depuly Ministers
(Remuncration and Privilcges)
[Amcndment] Aet 1993 was
laged b Local Govermment
E‘Ii:'lil'.'«lul.‘:l.'::‘IIr Abdus Salam
Talukgler, who also proposcd a
lump sum grant equivaleni to
three months' rent for annual
maintenance of their resi-

dences.
Sec Mage 12 Col 6

Govt to reduce
aﬂic:als perks

The government has decided
tu reduce ancillary expenses of
7 officials as a mua-
: qu‘ﬂ‘: 104

it the new fiscal year, er-urJ;‘s

UNB.

Official sources said lhc re
would be cuts specially on the
hcads of telephone bill, enter-
tainment allowance and fuel
cosl.

A recent pre-budgel inler-
ministerial meeling  with
Finance Minister Sailur
Rahman in the chair exprossod

See age 12 Col 6

JS body faults
Zia Fertiliser's
compensation claim
By Staff Correspondent

The Parliamentary Standing

Committee on Public Accounts
has asked the concerned au-
thorities to explain why it had
setiled for only 5 million US dol-
lars nst a com sation

claim of 43 million US dollars

from a British firm which con-
structed the
Factory.

The authorities filed a case
with the Paris-based Interna-
tional Chamber of Commerce on
February 28, 1985 against the
construction firm Foster Whee-
ler Lid of England, claiming
com tion of 36,606,249 US
dollars for failing to complete
the works of the factory in
Ashuganj as per agreement with
the government, commitlee
chairman L K Siddiqui told
newsmen Monday.

The conunittee, which placed
a report covering the perod
1983-84 bwlore Parliament.
found that the Zia Fertiliscr
Factory authorities initially de-
manded a compensation ol
43,367,308 US dollars in 19
demand notes from Foster
Wheeler Lid but reduced Lhe

Sce Page 12 Col 3
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Sharif, Ishaq meet
twice as Benazir
plans long march

ISLAMABAD, July 12
Pakistan's President and Prime
Minister met twice today to dis-
cuss the political crisis in the
country following the opposi-
tion's call for a long march on
Friday in an attempt to force
fresh elections, report PTI,
Reuter.

President Is Khan and
Premier Nawaz Sharif discussed
various aspects of the current
political situation during the
lwe meetings and considered
ways to defuse it, according to a
stalement issued from the
President's office. §

The statement said lh: two
leaders had agreed to meel
again and continue talks, indi-
caling a thaw in the relations

ween the, two which had de-
¥ nralcimf:n win g aitaﬁlﬂ 'S

ousler on un-
der the f.-lghth mﬂn

While today's first meeting
lasted 90 minutes, the second
in the evening, described as a
one-to-one session, took an
hour. The last time the two had
mel was on June 29.

Sharif expressed optimism
over the talks and told reporters
that he was making his 'best
efforis’ 1o steer the country out

of the present political impasse.
Asked aboul the ‘long march’
call by the opposition, the Prime
Minister said he did not believe
in such methods and it was up
to the opposition to decide its
COUTSE.

Opposition leader Benazir
Bhutto will lead tens of thou-
sands of supporters in a march
on Islamabad on Friday to try to
topple Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharil, her spokesman said on
Sunday.

The marchers would lay
siege lo the capital, Nasrullah
Khan told reporters. "We will
march from all four provinces.
We will stay in Islamabad until
all our demands are met.”

Bhutto has been threatening

to march gnh:u. Sharif ¢
Yo a national EOVETTIITIETY :%

slilutional reforms to siash
power of the President to dis-
miss parliament, and fresh
elections.

She says mid-term elections,
32 months into Sharifl's five-
year term, are the only way to
¢end a paralysing power struggle
bectween Sharil and President
Ghulam Ishaq Khan.

Nasrullah Khan appealed to

Sce Page 12 Col 4

Zia Fertiliser

WHO's global AIDS_dircctor at city seminar

Dhaka must e

Executive Director of the
WHO's Global Programme on
AIDS IGPA)] Dr. Michael H.
Merson warmned that AIDS could
be another catastrophe for

h which is accues-
lomed to natural disasters.

"Like Nooding, for example,
AIDS is not inevitable. You have
chanee o invest in AIDS

To avoid a major epidemic In
[3angladesh, he felt the need for

renewed individual and collec-
tive comumitment for a national
response that embraces all sec-
tors including health and non-
health, public and private,
secular and religious, com-
munities and individuals_

The seminar on “"Com-
prehensive AIDS Preventien and
Control in Bangladesh,” was
jointly organised by the Ministry
of Health and the World Health
Organisation [WHO) while
NORAD, an NGO, sponsored it
at lHotel Sheraton.

Chaired by the Chairman ol
the National AIDS Commitiee,
Prof Badruddoza Chowdhury,
the seminar was also addressed
by the Health Minister

y Staff Corre umngmve

Chowdhury Kamal Ibne Yusuf,
Deputy Hlnllt:r Sirmjul Hague,
WIIO Representative in Dhaka
Dr. ANA Abeyesundere, Health
Secretary Syed Ahmed and oth-
ers.

Calling for timely action o
prevent the HIV infections,
spreading fastest in Asia, Dr.
Mecrson sald the preventive
mecasures needed financial re-
sources and political commit-
meni Lo work,

Ciﬂﬂl:r*‘"rhm ﬂ?:l:-
the AIDS
reclor sald, *The greatest mis-
lake is not i6 do so0n
enough. This mistake has been

made so many times, In so

mnnjr
gla Itcyrm paper, pre-
Sce Page 12 Col 3

ntive steps

Ministries shy to settle
audit objections

By Staff Correspondent

The Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Public Accounts
Monday observed that different
ministries show 'serious rehuc-
tance to setile audit objections,
despite repeated directives to do
SO.

"The ministries give very low
priority in dealing with audit
objections,” noted L K Siddiqi,
MP, chairman of the 15-lnem-
ber committee, in a press
bricfing immediately after
tabling the third report of the
committee in the House.

The Public Accounts
Committee report was placed
during the evening gpession of
the Jatiya Sangsad chaired by

" Deputy Speaker Humayun

Khan Panni.

Detailing a series of serious
audit objections in various
ministries up to 1984-85, the
report recommended setting up
of a system in each ministry,
with adequate manpower, o
settle audit objections expedi-
tiously.

The reluctance of the min-
istries to settle audit objections
is also slowing down the scope

Parliament okays
Yeltsin’s draft
constitution

MOSCOW, July 12: Russia's
conslitutional assembly today
approved a drafl constilution
submilied by President Boris
Yeltsin, reports Reuter,

Delegates passed the docu-
ment by 433 votes out of 685,
well above the absolute majority

required.

"WiH'mul radical resolution
of the constitutional problem,
further cconomic relorms are
baroming fm H‘I’IPUHI:*
bl in principle at all," Yeltsin
lold the gathering before the

1 'l'“l-.t

speech, Yeltsin
by the as-
now be sent to

utidlht

parliaments —
for rurth:r consideration and
possibly formal adoption.

of work of the committee, which
is already lagging by nine years,
the report noted. Siddiqi said
the committee is facing difficul-
ties in dealing with old audit ob-
jections as most of the officials
involved in the incidents are no
longer in those position or have
retired.

"We are not secking to pun-
ish anyone but we are trying to

See Page 12 Col 7

Talks tomorrow |

PM discusses
CHT issues
with top

officials

A high-level special meeting
to discuss matters relating to
the Chittagong Hill Tracts was
held with Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia in the chair at the
International Conference Centre
(ICC) in Dhaka yesterday, re-
poris B3SS,

The meeting discussed the
issucs of the forthcoming dia-
logue between the commitiee on
Chittagong Hill Tracts gnd the
Jana Sanghaty Samity sched-
uled to be held on July 14 next.

Convenor of the committee
Communications Minister Ol
Ahmed apprised the meeting of
the developments and outcome
of his tour to the refugee camps

See Page 12 Col 7
Munir’s father not
aware of
rejection of
mercy petition

By Staff Correspondent

The family of Munir Hossain
Suruj, convicted and sentenced
to death for murdering his wife,
has not been informed of the
President's rejection of their
.0

In a letter h The Daily Star,
Munir's father Dr Abul Kasem
said that the fates of their ap-
peals were not officially eon-
veyed to them till date.

They came to know the mat-
ter through wvarious nﬂﬂlﬁ-
pers, he added in his brief
ter.

A senior, government official,
however, said that the
President's Office had conveyed
the to the Ministry of

See Page 12 Col 8

4-man body to
identify reasons

for BIDS crisis

By Staff Correspondent

The Board of Trustees of the
Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies [BIDS)
yesterday eonstituted a four-
member commititee to identily
the reasons behind the present
crisis in the institution.

The 15-member trustee
board, headed by Planning
Minister Zahiruddin Khan, met
ycsterday afternoon al the
Planning Commission.

The deadlock began on June
27 when the Planning Minister
announced the name of Dr
Latifur Reza, a Professor of
Economics of the Dhaka
University, as the Director
General of the institution.

Research fellows and other
stall members rejected the ap-
pointment

The board yesterday recog-
nised the stalemate in the
BIDS and admitted that the cri-
sis had sprung from the ap-
pointment of the new DG.
the minutes of its previous

Sec Page 12 Col 7

auction.

%

from the intending
| of 25-7-93.

I DFP (G} 11076117

RAJUK COMMERCIAL PLOT |
AUCTION NOTICE

South tacing Commercial-Cum-Residential
Plot No-36A of Road No-45, Gulshan North |
C.A. (Southern side of Water Tank) measur-
ing more or less 468.40 Sqr Metre (7 Kathas)
will be allotted for 99 years lease, on open |

Applications on prescribed form to be
obtained with terms and conditions from
Janata Bank, Rajuk Bhaban Branch, Dhakaon
payvment of Tk 200/= (Taka two hundred)
only in cash (non-refundable) and will be
|received by the Deputy Director (Estates)
z bidders up to 1.00 PM

The auction will be held on 26-7-93 in the
Conference Room, 3rd floor of the Rajuk
| Bhaban, Dhaka at 10.00 A.M

Chairman

Rajdhani Unnavan Kartripakkha

Dhaka



