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BIDS must Not Fall apart

The Bangladesh Institite of Development
Studies (BIDS). most prestigious soclal science
research organisation in the country, seems to be
heading for further chaos and crisis. A report
published in this newspaper yesterday is very

categorical about the inflexible stands the gov-
ernment side, represented by Pla Minister
Zahiruddin Khan and the researchers of the insti-

tute, have taken. The problem dates as far back as
February 1992 when an acting director general
was rather arbitrarily appointed by the planni
minister to hold office beyond a stipulated period.
Thus the conflicting interests came to a head-on
clash in January this year when the internal pres-
sure was mounting for a full-time DG. The pro-
cess dragged on only to explode on May 22 with
the appointment of Dr S A Latifur Reza to the
{.
po%n the face of it, Dr Reza's appointment is not
illegal but no doubt contrived. The way he has
been pushed into has angered the BIDS's most vi-
tal assets, the researchers. The action also defles
agreed formula, if not the constitution of the in-
stitute. Clearly, the manipulation resorted to in
overlooking the natural and consensus candidate
has done little credit to the final appointing au-
thority or to the minister who heads it. National
academic and research institutes should better be
left alone by the government, the pelitical ap-
ointments of which are bound to create need-
ess controversies and bring the entire set-ups to

a standstill.

In recent times, political considerations have
overtaken the more essential prerequisites — the
quality and credibility — for appointment to posi-
tions respectable on their own merits. When the
government goes for such a move, it does know-
ing full well what repercussion it will cause. The
resentment of almost the entire BIDS research
fellows can be ignored only at the risk of serious
fall in the quality of research, for which BIDS is
so well known. In the process, the institute be-
comes the immediate loser but in the final analy-
sis it is the nation that has to pay most dearly.

We do not know what tempts the government

to impose decision in the matter of appointment
to such venerable positions. What we however
know is that the snow-balling effects of such con-
troversies will take the high-profile organisations
to nowhere. Robbed of their impartial and unhin-
dered academic atmosphere, such centres of ex-
cellence will only stoop too low to claim their
high performance. Even without questioning the
competence of the new BIDS DG, one finds the
rospect of the head of the institute and his col-
eagues working together very discouraging.
ocial scientists or people involved in research
works are not always expecied to be free from
personality clash but if the government also con-
siders the matter to be an issue ol personal ego —
instead of settling such disputes, # there is any —
there is little hope of salvaging Lhe situation. Both
Shilpakala Acacﬂ:ﬁly and Bangla Academy stand
witness to the government bungling and the ad-
dition of the BIDS fiasco will only stretch the
damaging streak of the authority to a new limit, It
will not take long to feel the disincentive both on
the ‘home front arid beyond. An inStitute ke the
BIDS attracts talented young researchers only bé-
cause of the non-partisan character and congenial
atmosphere of the organisation. Its lufg’ image
abroad will get dented alter so much undesirable
developments. The authority seems bent on de-
stroying the institutes which have, through years
of unfailing devotion from a few scientists, risen
to eminence.

It will indeed be foolhardy on the part of the
government to stick to itls unreasonable stand.
Better it should come to a negotiated settlement
with the striking researchers who know their job
better than others. If today's board meeting can
arrive at the right solution, the BIDS can still be
saved from falling apart. We hope everyone will
co-operate to achieve a positive result.

A Tribute to Salisbury

One pays a tribute to Harrison Salisbury who
passed away on Monday at the age of 84 with the
sad feeling that with the death of one more doyen
in the newspaper field, a.chapter in the English-
language journalism is virtually coming to an end.
In many ways, it has been a glorious and a chal-
lenging era, marked by reporting of the rise of
Nazi Germany, the Second World War, the
Stalinist terror in the Soviet Union and changes
in the domestic scene of the United States,
including the assassination of John F. Kennedy.
With journalists like John Gunther, James Reston
and Walter Lippman, Salisbury remained an
outstanding figure on the scene. A winner of a
Pulitzer Prize as early as in 1955 for a series of
reports on the domestic scene and author of
some 20 books, including the best-seller, "The
900 Days: The Siege of Leningrad", this former
staffer of The New York Times demonstrated
again and again what good, balanced and in-depth
reporting was all about, whether it related to an
armed cobnflict in a foreign country or to a
domestic proplem.

The success in reporting failed to divert-the at-
tention of Salisbury from several innovative fields.
As the assistant managing editor of the New York
Times, he designed and eventually launched what
was initially called "opposite-editorial page” and
which is now better known as "op-ed” page. No
newspaper can do without it. on the two sides of
the Atlantic or even in Asia.

If the growing J)?_lpularily of "op-ed" pages in
newspapers in diflerent parts of the world
brought satisfaction to Salisbury during the years
of retirement, the state of reporting may have left
him somewhat puzzled, if not sad. If the kind of
investigative journalism that brought about the fall
of Richard Nixon' got the endorsement of
Salisbury, the circulation-grabbing, mud-slinging,
chequebook journalism which has become part of
the newspaper field in the west surely left him
both sad and angry. His reaction to what has been
going on, not just in Britain but also in other

of Europe and even in some cities in the
United States, might not have been that of an old-

timer, of a conservative who was in touch with
the new realities, We believe, it was one based on
endu values of good journalism, values which
may well have another resurgence even after the
memory of Harrison Salisbury starts fading away.

CORRIGENDUM
We regret that due to a mechanical error in yesterday's

editorials, two paragraphs which originally belonged to the
leader on Mixed Results from Tokyo, were included in the

Jirst editorial on water-logging in Chittagong. We sincerely
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‘determined to ta

HE United Nations

Conlference on Environ-

menl and ment
(UNCED) er the Earth Summit,
as il has come to be known,
held in Rio de Janeiro in Brazil
in June last ycar, has s
quite a number of fora and
action groups al international,
regional and national levels.
The Commi-ssion on
Sustainable Develop-ment
(ICSDY, the Earth Couneil, the
Umited Nations Develop-ment
Programmce (UNDP) sponsorced
CAPACITY 21, the Southern
Networks for Envir-onment and
Develo nt (SONED) — are
but a on the Nst. And, the
United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) is very
much there,

All such organisations and
activists have kept environmen-

tal issues very much alive dur
the t year or so. As is
gilgual wipt?sm{:h global mowve
ments, controversies also have
artsen. Questions pertaining (o
the roles of North and South in
world affairs have cropped up
afresh. As a matter ol lact,
SONED had been sct up during
the UNCED process itscll to act
as catalyst for views ol thc
South. There are many in the
South who arguc Lhal global
environmental actien pro-
grammes are in fact designed to
hold back rapid industrialisa-
tion of the developing countrics
and to deter use of their natural
resources by them. However,
there are many others who con-
sider these talks as mere politi-

In tLhis continent,

Environment Congress for Asia
and the Pacific (ECO Asia 93]
mel in Japan [or two days from
June 30. The ECO Asia 93 pro-
vided a forum for the region as
a whole to discuss and debate
follow-up aclion on the Earth
Summit. Bangladesh also par-
ticipaled in the Coéngress.
Earlicr in the same month, the
World Environment Day was
obscrved in this country too as
elsewhere in the world.

All these goings-on provide
an occasion to take a look at
our situation — specifically, the
management of forest re-
sources. First, a quick look at
the current scenario. Forest
sector contributes 2.5 per cent
to the country's GDP and
around 1.3 million people draw
benefit from forest related actliv-
itics. The global land utiliization
statistics show thal the arca
coverage of forest and wood-
lands, as a proportion of lotal
land arcvit, stands at 31 per
cenl, In our casce, it is juslt

1] el

the world's remaining su-
perpower has once again

hit a Third World country. Once
in a largely pliant media in
ﬁw:mm wm% has repeated,
parrot-like, lies, half-truths and
quarter-truths from the United
States establishment about why
the attack was conducted.
Experts have been found to jus-
tify and defend what is inde-

fensible.
The ostensible reason for

raining 23 cruise missiles on-

Baghdad was Iraqg's alleged role
in a plot to assassinate former

US president George Bush
when he visited Kuwait in April.

President Bill Clinton did not
wait for the trial to be con-
cluded in Kuwait, but decided
to act unilaterally without even

-a semblance of UN authority.

This action, following a history
of unlawful military interven-
tions in the Third World, gives
the US the title of rogue state
that the Western media often
use to describe such countries
as [ran, Libya, and North Korea.

Following on from the bomb-
ing of General Farrah Aideed,
one of the 14 “warlords” in
Somalia, this raild appears as
an image-boosting exercise for
an inexperienced and beclea-
guered president.

Since the action in Somalia

there has been talk of a.

“Clinton Dectrine,” under which
the US is to act as enforcer of
world peace, with its ability to
deliver instant air power and
rapid reaction forces all around
the globe.

A nervous-looking Clinton
told the world on TV: “While the
Cold War has ended, the world
is not [ree of danger, and I am
the steps
nceessary to keep our nation
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addmss. _
The Eternal
Quraan

Sir, While walking along the
bookshops of Dhaka New

Market recently, the look "The

Clarion Call of the Eternal Qur-
aan” by one Md Khalilur
Rahman caught my attention.
Just the introductory neotes
convinced me this is a presen-
tation with a diflerence.

All along we have been con-
tent to know a) 'Imaan’ means
'‘beliefl in Allah'; but no, it

| means 'motive force for heroic

the
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Letters—~for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature and

Ecologx Poses Trick)_r Problems for the Third World

about 15 per cenl. Even worse,
40 per cent of forest kand have
reportedly been lost [rom 1960
o 1990. The national delor-
vslation rale, 1l is sajd, whs 0.9
per cenl in 1970s. : rate ol
deforestation rosc to 2.7 per
cent in 1984-90. High percent
age of plantation [aflure — ftscll
a manifestation of lack of ap-
propriate managément and

per maintenance, wastage in
E"‘I and processing and, of
course, encroachment on forest
land, are said to be the primary
causcs for this degradation of
forest resources,

Afforestation had been an
on-going programmc. [Howover
the figures quoted above would

4 measure ol suceess,
Implementation ol projects,
laken on hand for the develop-
menl of the forest sector, ap-
pears to have lagged behind.
The Annual Development Plan
(ADIY allocation for iscal 1992-
93 was Tk 7B37 lakh.
Utilisation during the first ninc
menths of the year, i ¢. from
July 92 1o March 93, just aboul
touched Tk 1400 lakh — less
than 18 per cent of the total al-
location!] With only three
months left, it will be a miracle
even il 50 per cent of the bal-
ance of ADP allocation remain-
ing in April 83, would have ac-
tually been utilised by June 83
— particularly when you look al
level of the ADP fund utilisation
of the preceding two years —
uﬂrﬂ'l‘k 4373 lakh and Tk 3714
lakh.

A Foresitry Master Plan
(FMP), is said to be under
preparation now. The major
components of FMP, we are
told, would include people ori-
ented forestry, production di-
rected forestry and institutional
strengthening. Forest resource
management in the country will
probably get a new sense of di-
rection if EMP is
applied. Social forestry linked to '
peoples participation, could as-
sume a bigger role in future al-
forestation programme. It is
worthwhile to recall here that a
recent Food and Agriculture
Organizalion (FAO) and World
Bank joint mission to study
agricultural research system in
the country, also had laid stress
on the need o pay increased al-
lention to environmental and
social aspects of homestead
production, as the bulk of forest
products ( e. g bamboo, fuel-
wood and timber] would con-
tinue to come from homesteads.
Then again, with the people

rticipating actively, strip
o o roads,
canals and cmbankmeqlﬁ,

could yield handsome results.
Presumably, FMP covers
other issues related o agro-
forestry and non-wood forestry.
Questions concerning lease use

of appropriaic technology and’

h to raise productivity of
forest land, supply ol input,

also need be lackled. Appro-

priate legislation and law
enforcement would be another
area calling for immediatc at-
tention. The Forest Act of 1927
needs be revised and updated.
New institutional arrangements
envi in the FMP would
probably entail creation of an
autonomous National Foresiry
Board, replacing the present
Bangladesh Forest Indusirics
Development Corporation. Seen
as a fully autonomous organi-
salion, Lthe board will have en-
terprises under its jurisdiction
which would be run on com:-
mercial basis. The enlerpriscs
themselves will be autonomous
while the board will develop
procedures and guidelines for
production and marketing. The
board would also handle such
matters as ing and pro-
gramming, ., monitoring
and evaluation, foreign trade,
research, technology develop-
ment, conservation. The Board
might also manage stale owned
foresis and forest lands.

Forestry reorganisation pro-
gramme a welcome move in -
sell, must not ignore the human

MY WAY

Even unilateral restrictions on
cxtraction of forest products of-
ten cause dissatisfaction, espc

ctally among the people who

in an around forest lands. Press
rcports cmanaling from the
Chittagong IHH Tracts and
Sylhet re s often speak ol
the unhappiness of the local

people over such restrictions. If
allowed o continue, the situa
tion might even degenerate into
fmctions in the society.

Rural communitics are often
largely dependent upon forest
resources for datly needs ltke

food, [ucl, ledder, medicinal

' We Must Involve People in Afforestation Programme

piants and sheiter. [enying  cooking as represcnted by solar

them an cquitable access o the
use of lorest resources is almosi
like denying (them means of
munitics are usually tn a betier
position (o lake up the respon-
sibility of maintenance of foresi
land. It is largely a question of
making them aware of the nced
o sustain the environment and
sharing with them, products of
the forests around them, in &
fair and cquitable way

Sustainable management ol lor-
¢sl resources will elude us un

k'ss acHve participation of the
people in the process is se-
cured. Simultaneously, they
should alse be made aware of
the scope for forest resource
conservation, for instance in the
area of energy consumption, by
introducing and popularising
use of various new means of

hox rookers Ino gits and char
coal sticks.

programme. Introd uced
year, the campaign alms at se-
curing participation —
making aflorestation a social
movement. This year, forcst de-
partment is said o have radlcd
more than a hundred million
saplings at s nurseries. More
saplings would be available
from nurserics set up with NGO
and privale initiative. Imagine
what a diffcrence it will bring e
our environmcnt H all these
saplings arc planiced. purtured
and poermiticd to reach the ful
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Bangladesh Coastal Area Green
Belt Movement by CARDMA

OASTAL area of Bang-
ladesh was once covered

C by forest. The forest now

restricted to the Sundarbans,
worlds largest compact mang-
rove forest. In response to all
oul concern expressed at the
Earth Summit on the dis-
appearing forest and its rich
living resources and Coastal
Area Resource Development
and Management Association
(CARDMA) proposal at a
national workshop held in
1988, CARDMA is launching
the lollowing action plan calling

adopted and |

for a Green Belt covering the
enlire coastal area:

factor in the equation. Tighten-
ing of the law or, for that

matter, ils strict enforcement,
will not stop dépletion of forest
resources. The right of the peo-
ple to share forest resources
has Lo.be explicitly recognised
and acted upon. A ban on ex-
traction of lorest products to
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work at all. The reported seizure
of .2.75 lakh eft of luel wood,
1.10 lakh cit of timber, large
quantitics of other forest prod-
ucts, such as bambeoo and
crecpers, by the forest check
posts over the lasi three years
or so, bears lestimony to this.
And, Lhese seizures probably
show only a fraction of whal ac-
lually comes oul ol the loresis
through unauthorised chan-
nels, It almost seems as i de-
nudation of forests procceds
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by Hasna J Moudud

1. Save ithe Sundarbans and
save Lhe al Bengal Tiger
[rom threat of extinetion.

2. A Green Belt of cover the
entire coastal area connecting
its cdstern deforested area and
Lhe vast open space in the con
tral cohstal line with the
Sundarbans in the west.

In 1993 CARIDMA has pulled
logether its resources and local
support in meeting the chal-
lenge. We are formally inaugu-
rating the Green Belt project
during the tree plantation sea-
son, June-July, 1993, from
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hand in hand with afforestation!
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" Why Bashing Saddam is Boosting Bill

The missile attack on Baghdad, say critics, has once again shown the disregard that the
United States has for international laiw. The act had no support from the United Nations
and was a unilateral response to an alleged Iraqi plot to kill former president George
Bush. Gemini News Service's Associate Editor argues that hitting Baghdad is part of a

bigger agenda to send a message to the developing world that it is Uncle Sam who holds
the big stick. ' ) | ;
secure.” ema to a military-industrial posed defence cuts. ing forced to accept enly 10 per
Keeping a nation secure, complex which remains Clinton is undcr pressure lo cent of the land,
which {dﬂpitc its numerous America's mt export indus- rencge on his campaign But scndlng in forces to
military operations the world try promisés to cut the défence Bosnia is dangerous. Somalia

over] has not been attacked
since 1941, requires strong de-
fences. And any talk of weaken-
ing the armed forces is anath-
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Military share of GDP is planned to go down from its late 1980s
peak of 6 per cent to around 3 per cent by late 1990s :

performance in allegiance to
sovereign Allah, to attain world
unity, world peace and plenty
for all.' b) 'Amal Saalih' means
‘good work’; but no, it means
'heroic performance in alle-
glance to Allah, to at-
tain Islam, to attain world alle-
glance.' c] 'Zakaat' means 'poor
tax' or charity. But no, it is the
'prescribed welfare tax payable
to the state treasury to finance
and promote welfare services in
order to bring about and main-
tain the social equilibrium,

Zakaat is to be administered to
eradicate poverty, misery, igno-

Military money

It may be no coincidence budget and divert the

that only days before the raid,

the US Defence Les ©Omy. The administration
Aspin told the that he wanted to cul next year's de-
» “pf ' Pﬂll e up- fence budget by 810 billion and

a total of 8124 billion from de-
fence spending over the next
five

*years, -

The Pentagon, the weapons
industry and the Congressmen
in whose home states arms are

prevent this.
The President also has an
image problem in his rclations
" with the military. llc has been
called a “Draft Dodger,” a refer-
ence to his not fighting in
Vietnam. His stance on gay
soldiers has been unpo
with Lhe top brass. Clinton has

,also appeared weak and vacil-
lating over the situation in
Bosnia. Now was.the time for
him to appear 10 be firm.
The timing of the raid on
was significant. This is
« precisely the time when Croats
and Serbs are discussing the
partition ol Bosnia whereby the
Muslims, who constitute 45 per
Lent of the population, are be-

rance and unskilled labour and

not to multiply the number of
beggars.' Alas! our modeof pay-
ing Zakaat in fact multiplies
their number, Just think of the
rush for Zakaat items during
the month of Ramadan while
the country depends on aid. d) later, when the work was over,
'Siyaam' means ‘fasting’. But they just filled the holes with
no, it really means practice of 8and and bricks, the roads are
self-abnegation, self-purgation
and self-purification through al-
legiance and rigid fasting during
daylight hours and thereby re-
ceive inspiration for more and
more wellare services to pro-
mote unity, peace and plenty’.

The Eternal Qur-aan is con-
ventionally treated as a reli-
gious scripture; but in fact it is
the eternal constitutional law-
book of the world order, framed

Roads need repair

Sir, A year ago, the Tele-
phone department dig some
parts of Joynag Road, Khaja
Dewan Ist Lane and Urdu
Road, for fixing new cables. But

battered.

These roads are yvery narrow,
and some local people have
opened a mini vegetable market
beside the battered It 1s
very hard Jor a ricks to ply
through, and its impossible for
two rickshaws to cross each
other. Even the
cannot walk through.

Who is going to mend these

estrians

bjf Allah Himself. roads? |s there m-h}d}r? Then
And,nm. to whom and for what we pay
the taxes?
Dr Farzana Ishrat
Cox's Bazar A dweller of the area.

into reviving a fllagging econ-

manufactured, are lobbying to

. ception ol Arabs, high

pular’

still as they were left — simply

was an easy target. And so is
Iraq. By raiding Baghdad, the
media attentfon has shilted
once again towards an Arab

leader who is a "threat to world

ce.

[t ts useful for the US to sus-
tain a hate figure like Saddam
Husscin. He fits the bill — an
Arab and a ruthless leader with

an appalling human rights
‘record. The image conforms

with the popular Western per-
lighted
anc sustained by a US-domi-
nated international media,
cashing in on centuries of prej-
udice against the Islamic world.

Claims that Iraq remains a
threat to world peace strains
credulity when the country is
suffering from the devastating
effects of war and continued UN
sanctions. .

The West supportgd Saddam
during the eight-year Iran-Iraq
war and until the invasfon of
Kuwalit in August 1990, har-
vesting the profits [rom Iraq's
huge arms procurement pro-
gramme. Ignoring the appalling
repression, Saddam was seen
as a tough, sccular leader who
would contain the mullahs and
keep the oil and arms money
flowing to Western corporations.,

Ironically, the US actions
since the 1991 Gulf War have
strengthened Saddam and the
Baathist regime, ensuring Iraq
stays in one piete despite the
covetlous eyes ol its neighbour
Iran.

The West's allies in the
Middle East resisted any dis-
memberment of iraq after the
Gulf conflict. Saudi Arabia was
against encouraging the Shias
of Iraq 1o rebel, apprehensive
that the example could be fol-
lowed by its own Shia popula-
tion, which resents domination
by Sunni house of Saud.

Turkey did not want the
formation of a Kurdish state in
the north of Iraq, fearing its
own Kurds may join {t. What
the US would have preferred
was a military coup in Baghdad
which did not take place.

Now they have to find a way
' of living with Saddam. Saddam

in power maintains the Gulf
Shetkhdoms' dependency on US

Noak hali. We are imviting to
join our voluntary cfforts by do-
naling a plant or enough
lo cover a forest area Lo be ear-
marked by sign board acknowl-
edging the friend of the coastal
Green Bell _
The trees (o be planted are of
local variety, some well known
for its medicinal qualities and
used for making lasting dyes.
Traditional plants which once
thrived in area need less
::nrh} Women and young peo-
ple the coastal char arcas
have offered their voluntary ser-
vices towards [ree maintcnance.

CARDMA is a non-peolitical,
not- profit, specialized NGO reg-
istered in 1987. CARDMA has
contributed In the environmen-
tal policies and decision making
since its formation and is open
to those who are interested in
an integrated and sustainable
dewelopment and conscrvation
ol bio-diversity in the coastal
area. Coastal arca ol Bangla-
desh constitute a vital part of
Bangladesh's frontline struggle
against environmental degrada-
tion, please be a friend of the
Green Belt Movement by
participating. We welcome your
valuable suggestions.

The writer is Vice President,

Global 500 Forum and Presid-
ent, Costal Area Resource

Development and Mganagement

Associat

ﬂﬁmgﬂhmﬂu alsp 'felpy
the US dclence industry in
these hard days of recession
and competition with Moscow,
which is selling its huge arma-
ments to willing customers at
cheap prices. '

Nevertheless, according to
the latest SIPRI Yearbook, the
US still accounted for 46 per
cent of the world's arms trade
in 1992,

Saddam's presence keeps
authoritarianism alive in the re-
gion. The West makes sure that
Iraqi democrats are margina-
lised so that its valuable allies,
the Arab Sheikhs, are not
forced to transfer power to a
democratically elected gov-
ernment. _

Onc result of this policy is
that anti-Western feeling is
growing in the Islamic world.
Despite ten rounds of talks,
lhere has bcen no concrete
progress on Israecl-Arab rela-
tions and hundreds of thou-
sands of "alestinians continue
to live as second-class citizens
in their own homeland.

Others live as refugees in
often hostile countries. During
the Gull erisis Palestinians in
Kuwait losl assets estimated at
88 billion. The average income
of Palestinians living in the
Occupied Territories is esti-
mated to have halved as a re-
sult of the Gulf War,

Images of Arabs as terrorists
are projected by the Western
media without addressing the
underlining causes of resent-
ment among the world's 230
million Arabs.

This strengthens the Islamic
radicals. Paradoxically, satellite
TV is fuelling the anti-Western
feeling. The relay of instant in-
formation, through the likes of
CNN and World Service Televis-
jons, gives the Arabs a Western
version of the events,

Global diplomacy should not
be reduced to fmpulses and
whims of powerful ers act-
ing outside the rule of interna-

tional law. George Bush
bombed Baghdad just days be-
fore he mhnquuflxd office, to

"settle old scores”.

Clinton needed to improve
his image, sort out the eco-
nomic mess and divert attention
from inaction in Bosnia, so mis-
siles are launched on Iraqis.
These are the signs of a totali-
tarian tical culture In a
try which prides itselfl on
being the world's freest democ-

One disturbing dimension of
type of international rela-

stroy lives of innocent Iraqis.
This, truly, is international ter-



