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Traffic anarchy in Dhaka city
appears to have reached a hor-

rendous state. The situation is

so desperate that widespread
pessimism and
has the slightest idea when

there will be light at the end of

the tunnel. Over the years, in-
stead of noticing any improve-
ment in this sphere, we have
been observing deterio-
ration affecting its multidimen-
sional aspects.

One particular aspect which
is a perennial eyesore is the
constant traffic jams at impor-
tant cross-roads. There are
many factors causing this, the
principal among them being the
slow moving cycle-rickshaws. At
any important traffic cross-
road, you coniront a jungle
vehicles where the unruly rick-
shaws dominate the scene.
Particularly at busy hours,
smooth flow of traflic is paral-
ysed by their slow-paced move-
ments, often creating a veritable
pandemonium. At such mo-
ments you may get the sinking
feeling that the city has been
gorged with more rickshaws
that even the widest avenues
could accommodate,

Among other factors con-
tributing to traffic jams are the
public buses. To a carcful ob-
server, the traffic jams can be
eased substantially il the public
buses in particular stop their
practice of loading and ofl-
loading thetr passengers at their
will al any spot near cross-
roads. There are specific bus
stands with zebra crossings lor
pedestrians quite away from the
road junctions. Yet it has been
observed that the public buses
in many cases do not stop at
these stands, but prefer the
crowded spots near the

road junctions, thereby adding
to the risks of avoidable road
accidents and to the intensifi-
cation of traflic jams.

it is felt if the traflic poiice
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are firm in dealing with these ir-
regularities and compel the
public buses to use the stands
provided for them, the problem
of traffic jams at the croass-
roads may be substantially
cased.

The authoritics should also
regulate the mushrooming
growth of shopping and housing
complexes having little space
for car parking, Breaches of
traffic rules such as reckicss
driving, disregard for traflic sig-
nals, spewing of black smoke,
ete call for strict enforcement of
the law.

Another factor causing traflic
mess is the holding of mectings
and rallics on the roads. In
some arcas, particular thor-
oughfares have become
favourite venues for the meet-
ings. It appears that such
favouritc spots are those in
front of the Press Club, the road
north of the Baitul Mukarram,
the Shapla Square and the
Bangabandhu Avenpc. It is not
that major political partics
alone take possession of thesc
spots for their public mectings.
More frequently, smaller politi-
cal factions and prolessional
groups which do not have nec-
essary organisational capacity
to hold large scale public
meetings, choose these places
for gatherings, sit-ins and other
programmecs. The organisers of
these meetings scem to ecare
very little about the extreme in-
convenicnce caused 1o the pub-
lic on account of traflic jams or
blockages at these places. .

The use of thoroughfares as
venucs of public meetings is
perhaps unique in our country.
Somectime ago, the government
scl up a committee to suggest
suitable sites for public meet-
ings. It is undersiood that the
recommendations of the com-
mittec are at present under the
consideration of the govern-

City's Traffic Mess

ment. Only the pressure of
public opinion and firmness of
the coneerned authorities Lo en-
force the use of the sites Lo be
sclected by the government for
such purposes can save the city
from Lthe cursc of traffic jams in
some measure. Here also, major
political parties will have a role
in accepling the selected sites.

An inter-ministerial mecting
held recently discussed at
length Dhaka's traflic problems.
The important point reportedly
is that the meeting presided
over by the Home Minister
aimed alt remodelling some of
the cxisting traflic laws to en-
hance their effectiveness and
also decided to adopt some
supplementary measures with
the same end in view.

Of the sct of measures de-
cided at that meeting, the most
radical relates to the ban on
manufacture of rickshaws and
provision for training for rick-
shaw pullers. This, according to
some, sounds too simplistic,
without making in a perspective
plan due provision for gradual
absorption of the manpower en-
gaged as rickshawpullers. In
tcrms of the decisions of the
meeting, parking of cars at
places other than the parking
lots or marked places will invite
hcavy penalties. Buses and
mini-buses will be prohibited
from picking up passengers at
their will in the middle of the
roand or anywhere other than
the bus Stands. It was also de-
cided to evict hawkers and
kutcha bazars from the roads in
busy areas.

But the most important
point s the implementation of
the measures, and for that pur-
pose, evolving a system that
works, In the opinion of ob-
scrvers, to bring erder in the
traflic. system, the authorities
concerned neced to be backed by
sovio-political econsiderations

and suppors. ‘
Y

G-7 Summit communique
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stubbornly than in the past.

"Much of the recemt inercase
[in unemployment) is at-
tributable to the present cco-
nomic slowdown, but a signifi-
cant part of the current level of
unemployment is structural in
nature,” the declaration said.

The United States and
Japan, who between them have
a total 40 per cent of the global
economy, pledged to trim trou-
bling components of their
economics.

The United States promiscd
steady reductions in [iscal
deficits over the medium term
and Japan pledged to continue
efforts to stimulate domestic
demand and Lrim its surpluscs.

“In North America, strong
actions, which have been long
overdue in the United States
and which we welcome, are be-
ing taken Lo ensure substantial
and steady reductions in fiscal
deficits over the medium term,
higher level of domestic savings
and investment, and lower long-
term interest rates.”

“Japan will implement fiscal
and monelary measurncs as noec-
cssary, lo ensure sustained
nan-inflationary growth led by
strong domestic demand, keep-
ing in mind the nced for long-
tern fiscal prudence”.

The G-7 leaders also called
for the sucecessful conclusion of
the troubled Uruguay Round of
the General Agreement on
Tarills and Trade.,

"Successful and rapid con-

clusion of the Uruguay Round
will also boost the conlidence of

investors and consumers, and
thus will be an important con-
tribution to rccovery and
growth”, they said in the state-
menl.

$3 billion for Russia

G-7 leaders approved Lhree
billion dollars in privatisation
moncy for Russia bul said they
want Russian President Boris
Yeltsin to slash inflation.

"We yrge Russia to intensily
its c¢fforts Lo reduce infllation
and the budget deficit,” they
said.

The ‘Organisation ol Eco-
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nomic Cooperation and
Development [OECD) recently
cstimated 1992 inflation [or
Russin and the former Sovictl
republics at 200 per cent.,

In April, the United States
had proposed a four-billion-dol-
lar fund to be disburscd over
three to five years.

However, the total three bil-
lion approved Friday would be
relcased by the end of 1994 at
the latest. The sum is one bil-
lion dollars above the figure
Washinglon had originally pro-
posed just ahcad of the summit
opening on Wednesday.

The lcaders said they had
been willing to expand the sum
owing to Yeltsin's success in
bringing down inflation. il only
slightly, stabilising the ruble,
and halting an alarming decline
in Russia’s industrial produc-
Lion.

Also in the economic state-
munt, they urged Russia and
the International Monclary
Fund to begin negotiations im-
mediately on a standby credit
facility.

Yeltsin was o meet with G-7
lcaders at the Akasaka PPalace
Friday afternoon.

G-7 leaders said they ac-
cepled an invitation by the
1994 ['resident of G-7, ltalian
Prime Minister Carlo Azeglio
Ciampi, to hold the summit
next July in Naples, 1taly.
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to recover whatever they can from the rubble yesterday.
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Yeltsin

unhappy for trade ban

TOKYO, July 9: President
Boris Yeltsin sajd in Ti to-
day he was dissatisfied with
promises by the world's leading
economic powers to considcr
lifting trade restrictions against
RRussia, s Reuter.

But he welcomed a dollar 3
billion package offered by
Group of Seven (G-7) leaders to
help privatisation in Russia.

"l spoke in quite serious
terms about the question of dis-
crimination in trade,” Yeltsin
said after talks with G-7 leaders
in the Japanese capital.

"The most dissatisfying as-
pect of the meeting for me was
that, despite all my energetic
appeals, the answer | received
was: "Yes, yes, we understand.

It is hard, these problems must
be solved.” Yeltsin told a news

conferenee.

Yeltsin said he wanted action
lo lilt the restrictions.

The Russian President ar-
gues that trade restrictions im-
posed in Sovict times, cspecially
on the import of high technol-
ogy, arc hampering Russia's
atlempls to revive its cconomy.

[3ut Yeltsin, sccking cco-
nomic support for his market
reforms at home, welcomed the
announcement G-7 leaders
of the dollars 3 billion package
to support the transfer of
Ruesi
owncrship — a big step to casc
the burden on Moscow's budget
and speed transformation to a
market economy.

He said he was also im-
pressed by the manner in wh

he was treated by the leaders of
G -7 countries,

Gonzalez wins

vote of confidence
MADRID, July 9: Spain's so-

cialist leader Felipe Gonzaler
today won a parliamentary vote
of conflidence confirming him as
Primie Minister for a fourth con-
secutive term, reports Reuter,
Gonzalez won the backing of
the Congress [lower housc) by
an absolute majority ol 181

votes to 165 with once absten-

tion.
lle is expected to announce

his new cabinet early next
weck.

industry to private |

FAP: Euro
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‘unclear.

The resolution “criticiscs Lhe
fact that the preliminary studies
(of the FAP) have not sulficiently
taken into account the full ex-

“tent of the harm causced by

previous atlempts to conlro
floods by consltructing em-
bankments and positive role ol
annual river flooding for soil
enrichment, navigation,
groundwater exchange, biodi-
versity and wetlands, agricul-
tural production and lloodplain
fisheries’.

"The construction work
[under the FADP) will have enor-
mous impact on the lives of
millions of pecople in
Bangladesh,” il added,

Besides, changing the FAP's
classification within the World
Bank's project scheme from
Category 3 Lo Category A was
also suggested by the European
Parliament, which observed that
the FAP projects "appear Lo
have significant adverse elleets
on the environment.”

The World Bank's A-grade
projects require claborate envi-
ronmental assessment belore
implementation.

The Parliament observed
that main threats to the

Bangladeshi people are cyclonic

storm sureges along the coasts of
the Bay of Bengal,

It demanded thal the highest
priority ‘be given lo increasing
the capacity of the country lo
cope with cyclone disaslers —
building shclters, coastal af-
forestation and improved
warning and evacuation pro-
gramme.,

Irrigation Secy's views
When contacted, Irrigation
Sceretary M Asafuddowlah
brushed aside the allegations of
‘inadequate studies” for the FAP
and said thal ils aim was 10
permancntly mitigate the flood

[ hazard.

Justifying the structural

Parliament

works proposcd under the FAP,
he said that embankments werc
the only way to effectively con-
trol the floods.’

"If there were more effective
techniques to combat floods, we
surely would have gone for
them”, the Secretary sajd.

Strongly refuting charges
that Ythe FAP was "anti-people”,
Asafuddowlah commented, "It is
preposterous to think that a

demoeratic government would
take up any programme which
hurts the people and the coun-
try's interests™, .

Elaborating, he said: "The
people are the centre of all our
planning. We want to assurc
the Mood-affected people that

floods won't keep recurring.”

"Some 22 Lhousand pcople
are now allected by [loods in
greater Sylhet and many of
them have been living with
snakes on their rool-tops.

"Do you think their present
predicament is better?” he

asked.

Accidents
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Gopalganj-Takcerhat 1lighway,

Twa persons were admitted
to Lthe Gopalganj Sadar 1lospital
in critical condition. They are
Jahangir 1lossain, 25 and Pltu
Mollah, 16.

The mishap oecurred when a
Takcerhat bound passcnger bus
— Dhaka BA 7405 — coming
from Gopalganj lost control and
fell into a road-side ditch at
Tetulia area at around 11 am
yesterday.

Passengers of the bus —
Mohitun Nesa, 65, Rubia
Khatun, 40 and Iran Sheikh (7
months) — succumbed to thelr
injuries at the Gopalganj Sadar
Hospital where they were admit-
ted immediately after the acel-
dent.

The driver escaped following
the accident.

A casc has been lodged with

Gopalganj Thana.

welcomes package, | UN standoff with

Iraq raises
possibility of

action: Clinton
TOKYO, July 9: US

President Bill Clinton said to--

day the United Nations stand-
ofl with Iraq over weapons iIn-
spectors serious and raised
the possibility of multilateral
action against Baghdad, re-
poris Recuter. ,
Speaking at a news confer-
ence following the Tokyo
Group of Seven Summit,
Clinton ruled out unilateral ac-
tion such as the United States
took reeently in retaliation for
an alleged Iraqi assassination
attempt against former
President George Bush.

Campbell blasts
US for not giving
advance notice

TOKYO, July 9: New
Canadian Prime Minister Kim
Campbell, meeting US President
Bill Clinton here [or the first
time today, reproached the
United States for not giving
Canada advance notice of its air
strike against Baghdad last
month, reports AFP.

Top priority

. From Page 1 Col 5

The deal involved a market
access package for goods and
services between the United
States, Japan, the European
Community and Canada, the
so-called quadrilateral group of
major traders,

It helped restore the credi-
bility of G-7 leaders, who made

repecated calls for a Uruguay

Round agrecment-by-year-end
at each of their previous three
summits in Houston, London
and Munich but lost face as
their appeals went unheeded.
Quadrilateral officials, who
were bargaining under pressure
from the summit leaders them-
selves, came up with a prelimi-
nary accord sctting ambitious
goals [or lowering tarifll and
non-tari{l barriers for goods and
services., .

Sharif
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The last elections in 1990
wore marred by chardes of vole-
rigeing. The next are due in
1995,

* Western diplomats warn that

the personal hatred between
Sharil and Bhutto — political
rivals sinece she was elected as
PPrime Minister in 1988 — is so
decep that reconciliation may
now be impossible,

Scveral previons attempts at
reconciliation, including talks
last month, broke down in bit-
ter disagreement.

Sharifl is to meet Ishaq Khan
on Saturday following their
agrecment on a seven poind
peace formula hammered oul
by a group of lundamentalis
Muslim clerics and politicians
who have shuttled between the
two leaders this week, an aide
tn the Prime Minister saird

Under the larmula. both wall
try to rebuild confidenec. con
sult each other and hall the
Bood of blistering counter al
tacks issued by their aides

Bosnian presidency members to
hold talks with mediators

ZAGREB, July 9: Eight members of Bosnda's presidency will
hold talks with tnternational mediators in Zagreb tomorrow, but
Muslim President Alija Izetbegovic will not attend, Bosnian off}-
clals said today. Bosnian embassy officials satd

members were on their way cither divectly

to the Croatian capi-

ial or the Adriatic coastal town of Spiit on Friday ahead of the
talks with Lord Owen and Thorvald Stoltenberg, reports Rewter.

Floods kill 81 in China

BEWING, July 9: Torrential rains and fllooding in the south-

crn Chinese provinces of Hlunan and Jiangx left 81
and 1,156 injured from July 1-4, the Civil Affairs Mi

people dead
said

today. From May 25 1o July 4, fleod waters in China's south and
east have now left 297 dead, 47 missing and more than 1,600

injurcd, acrording to figures supplicd by the ministry, reports

AFP.

(Goods train
derails
in Khulna

By Staff Correspondent
KHULNA, July 9: A goods
irain was decrailed near the

Mobarakganj Sugar Mills this
morning.

According to railway
sources, ten bogies of the
Khulna-bound goods train

derafled during shifting of
tracks.

The derailed bogies blocked
the main Hne which has not
been cleared until the Aling of
this report at 7:30 pm Friday.

Several mail and express
train services to and from

recovered

in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, July 9: Police re-
covered two bodies from village
Putimari in Dumuria thana
here yesterday.

The dead, identilied as Rajen
Shaha, 28, and Gaur Shaha,
27, of village Putimari were. re-
portedly members of the out-
lawed Biplabi Communist PParty
(Barun). ,

Police” suspect Rajen and
Gaur were killed Wednesday by
members of another outlawed
party calling itscll the Purba
Bangla Communist DPartly
[Nazrul).

According to police sounces,
some armcdmen ol the out-
lawed party waylaid the victims
near Hulbunia Bazar in
Dumuria thana at midnight
Wednesday. The assailants took
Rajen and Gaur to an cmbank-
ment and slaughtered them
with sharp weapons.

Police recovered along with
the bodics a leallet claiming re-
sponsibility for the killings by
the so-called Purba Bangla
Communist Party.

Rally: Bosnia
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territorial integrity and inde-
pendence of the Muslim repub-
lic in the former Yugoslavia.

The rally, held after the
Juma praycrs, came three days
ahcad of the special OIC meet-
ing in Islamabad which is ex-
pceled to take some important
decisions to end the ethnic
conllicts.

Thousands of agitated people

 who attended the rally, shouted

slogans decrying the United
Nations, United States, Great

‘Britain and France for what the

spcakers at the rally teamed
"Their roles against the inter-
ests of the beleaguered Muslims
of Bosnia-lerzegovina.”

The speakers called for unity
of the Muslim Ummah and also
called for a separate 'Muslim
United Nations'.

Presided over by Justice
Abdur Rahman Chowdhury, the
rally was addressed among
others, by Jamaat Ilcader
Moulana Abdus Sobhan, Pir
Shahcb Moulana Fazlul Karim,
Moulana Azizul Huq, Editor of
Bangladesh Times Mahbub
Anam, former secretary ASM
Yahyia, Ershadul Bari of Dhaka
University and Islamic thinkers
Moulana Ruhul Amin Khan and
Moulana Mohiuddin Khan. It
was also addressed by the
president of the Supreme Court
Bar Associalion Kazi Golam
Mahbub and the khatib of
Baitul Mukarram Mosque
Moulana Obaidul Huq.

Uruguay Round
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certainty  surrounding  its
Uruguay Round s making
Rangladesh s economie [uture

uneertain,

If the Uruguay Round is not
completed soon, Bangladesh
may find itself in a position
where the only way in which
she can malntain the current
macmo-economic stability is by
reimposing trade restrictions
and accepting slower growth
in fncome.

Water-logging
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various quartcrs. The top-soil
from the hills flows down and
spreads over the roads causing
siltation in the system
and blocking all outlets for the

water during rainfall.

"The water-logging fissue
cannot be reso untfl the
practice of removal of hills for
soil procurement is stopped

nently in this city,” a se-
T of the Elt:{tw
City Corporation told The Daily
Star.

Meanwhilc, in a bid to pro-
vide some reliefl from watcr-log-
ging the Chittagong City
Corporation has taken up a few
projecis to be implemented in
the new fiscal year [93-94). The
works include re-excavation of
the 5-kilomcter long Mirza
canal, the 1375-meter long
Mirza Noakhal, the Nasir canal
and construction of culverts at
a cosl of Taka 22 crore over
Sheikh Mujib Road which could
case the water-logging by [acili-
tating rapid flow of flood watcrs
during ‘monsoon. Corporation
officials said.. |

WDB clarifies

position
By Staff Correspondent

The Bangladesh Waler
Develbpment Board (BWDH), in
a statement Thursday, said
that the case concerning a
dispute of Taka 1,48,77,462
between the Board and a con-
tractor of the Meghna-

. Dhonagoda Irrigation Project

now awails verdict of the High
CourL

Earlier, a report by the
Auditor and Controller General
revealed that the management
of the Meghna-Dhonagoda pro-
ject had [ailed to realise Taka
1,93,895,47 [rom a contractor
who received the moncy as an
advance and misused dcepart-
mental machinery.

The BWDRB said the contrac-
tor, Wahidun Nabi, was given
the task of construction ol the
Kalipur Pump House under the
Meghna-Dhonagoda project
and completed it in 1988,

After paying the bill submit-
ted by thec said contractor as
per terms of the contract, it
was estimated that an amount
of Taka 1,48,77,462 became
duc to BWDD [rom the contrac-

tor on account of r-]~nl of
cquipment, clectric bills, ete,

the statement said.

The Executive Engineer of
the Meghna-Dhonagoda, O&M
Division, repeatedly requested
the contractor to refund this
amount but the contractor did
not do so, :

On the contrary, the con-
tractor claimed that a sum of
Taka 1,42,72,266 had become
due to him from the BWDDB. He
also asked the Water Board to
go for an arbitration, which
was rejected by the BWDB.

The contractor then filed
an arbitration proceeding in
the court of the 3rd Sub-
Judee, Dhaka, but the court
delivered its verdict in favour
of the BWDI.

The contractor was then
again asked to refund the
money, but he preferred an
appeal to the High Court
against the judgement of the
3rd Sub-judge.

The BWDH statement said
the ease 1s now pending before
the [Tigh Court,

The above clariflication was
given with regard lo an ftem,
“Taka 20 crore foreign aid
found misused under 9 min-
istrics” published in the Daily
Star on June 30,

Our report was bascd on the
report of the Audilor and
Comptroller General, Bangla-
desh placed before the Jatlya
Sangsad early, last month,

The report clearly men-
tioned that the management of
the Meghna Dhona-Goda firri-
gation project had fafled to
realise Tk.1,93,89,547 from a
contractor who received Lhe
money as an advance.

The Auditor General's re-
port did not mention the mat-
ter was pending before the
High Court.



