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A Chilling Scenario

Use. better say abuse, of polythene has reached
such a dreadful level that it now poses a serious
threat to the physical environment of the capital
city. It is not that the revelation made al an open
discussion session organised by the Environment
and Social Development Organisation (ESDO), a
non-government body, is new or was totally un-
expected, for informed people have all through
been apprehensive of such a disastrous conse-
quence following the indiscriminate use of poly-
thene bags and sheets. There were even attempts
bv environmentalists to convince the government
ol the harmful impacts ol the substance on the
city's — and the country's in general — environ-
ment and thus force it to ban production of this
non-perishable pollutant

This time the report published in this paper
yesterday is pronouncedly specific about the con-
sequence and has advanced some chilling figures
in support of the claim. First of all, the half a mil-
lion polythene bags thrown away by the city's in-
habitants everyday are not to be meant for sale
collection by the municipality's garbage vans. The
filth collectors, according to the ESDO. have at
the most only 20 per cent share of the rejected
polythene bags. The rest {ind their way into the
city's drains and are responsible [or overflowin
of sewage. The second harmful impact is directly
related to health in that, prolonged use of foods
in polythene bags has the ominous possibility of
causing cancer apart from some skin diseases.
The third consequence is the growth of certain
types of bacteria, thanks to the villainous poly-
thene, that prove highly damaging for cultivation
of paddy, wheat and mustard.

Ilahc ESDO paper has concentrated on just
Dhaka City and there is no reason why the situa-
tion will be any different in other cities and
towns. The use of the material in villages may not
be as wide as it is in the urban centres but
enough to contaminate the arable soil of this
small country.

Then the report has been silent on the non-
perishable quality ol polythene and the havoc it
will wreak over hundreds of years. The fact that
the polythene, if the current rate of use contin-
ues, will most unfavourably mix with soil to leave
no room for farming seems to be the greatest of
all threats. Looking at that frightening scenario,
the apt simile, to our mind, is that we are creat-
ing a Frankenstein we will be unable to handle. It
is obviously not a problem with the cities or
towns either, There are more ways than one by
which the dumped polythene bags get carried
away into places at a ;ireat distance,

Surprisingly though people who are aware of
the deleterious impacts of the substance show
hardly any qualms about using it and thus they
also become a party to this malpractice. The gov-
ernment is equally insensitive to the issue and
has failled to enforce any legislative measure to
curb the manufacture of the harmful bags. No less
than 171 factories are manufacturing polythene
bags with permission from the government and
another 200 are operating illegally in the city.
Other cities are supposed to have quite a big
share of the venture. So the combined manufac-
turing capacity per day can give us an idea of the
magnitude of the problem. We believe the figure
will be in the neighbourhood of millions.

So the question that begs for a straight and
simple answer is: what stands in the way of
bringing an end to polythene bag's manufacture?
Trade lobby — no matter how strong it may be —

should not be allowed to jeopardise the nation's
(uture. Particularly when we have a most versatile
material like jute to replace it in a most environ-
ment-friendly way, we have no reason to lose a
moment to pronounce the death sentence on
polythene. If we fail to take the right decision
now, our future generation will surely have rea-
sons to hold us responsible for the lapse.

Good News for Hanoi

With Washington relaxing its tight restrictions
on co-operation with Vietnam, the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) has offered a substantial fi-
nancial assistance to Hanoi, amounting to over
%150 million, thus easing the socialist country's
balance of payment situation. This, we are sure,
will pave the way for the entry of other agencies
of the United Nations into the development
scene of this hard-pressed but forward-looking
former Indo-China state.

Meanwhile. Hanoi has licensed several big US
firms, including banks, to open their offices in
Vietnam. Even IBM, a giant in the computer busi-
ness, is waiting on the sideline to set up its oper-
ation.

These US-based companies may have to wait
for months before they start operating their busi-
ness, whether it is in the banking sector or the
manufacturing field. They can do so only after the
economic embargo maintained by Washington
against Vietnam since 1964 is lifted. With the
Clinton administration taking a more flexible po-
sition on the US soldiers "Missing in Action”
(MIA) during the war — an issue on which suc-
cessive administrations in US had been unduly

Interview with Shahi Imam — Imam Bukhari — of Jama Masjd, Delhi

"Every Muslim Youth is Now a Suppressed Volcano”

by Mahfuz Anam
(The translation from Urdu is the author's)

MAM Bukhart, the Shahi
I Imam of the Jama Masjid

of Delhi, has emerged as a

very important player
politics, especially since 1977.

At that time he played a key role
in mobilizing the Indian Musltm

vote against the Congress gouv-
ernment of Indira Gandhi. A vir

tual ruler of the walled ctty of

Delhi, he proudly proclaims
*Here, what | say goes®. After

the destruction of the Babri

mosque, the Shahi Imam has
emerged as perhaps
powerful represe-ntative of the
hardline Muslim leaders.

His son, Naib Imam, has re-
cently been s to severe
press criticism both for his con-
siderable wealth and for his al-
leged role in riots in
some parts of Delhi Fallout from
that controversy has also
touched the Shahi Imam, who

has recently distanced himself

Jrom his son. l
Speaking to this writer, in the
tion room located on one
side of the magnificent Jama
Masjid, the Shahi Imam was
clear, quick, and articulate in his
answers. Interrupting the
interview, the Shahi Imam,
spoke over the public address
system (placed on all sides of
the masjid) giving out, what he
termed was his ‘Elan’ against
the Delhi police’s directive of
closing all shops in the old Delhi
by 8 pm. He announced that due
to Eid, the shops will remain
open till 10.30 pm, and police
dare not try to stop Muslim Eid
shoppers. After making his
‘Elan’, he turmed to me saying
"My announcement will be
reported by the journalists and
by the police informants to all
necessary quarters. They will
act accordingly. I do not send
out any letter or communication.
I say it through this mike, and
all concerned come to know of
it".
He was obviously satisfied
with this display of his power to

a_foreign journalist.

in Indian

the most

The Shahi Imam exhibited a

very impressive sense of punc
tuality which | did not guite ex
pect. My interview was at 10

am. | arrived at 9 45. After the

usual pleasantries, | shot my
me he

first question.
said, "We will begin at 10 am.”

The Daily Star (DS): What
do you think is happening lo
the Indian Muslims?

Imam Bukhari (B)] : My
country is in a very bad shape.
| sometimes feel that my coun-
try will be broken into pieces.
You see a country is not just
the soil on which it stands. It
is just this name of the struc-
tures or the physical leatures
of the land. A country is made
of the people who inhabit it. If
a country does not live in the
heart of its people, then where
is the existence of that coun-
try?

Today the situation is that
we have a Prime Minister and
a government that says that
communalism must be eradi-
cated, communalists must be
defcated. lle tells the people
nol to bé misled by communal
propaganda. But the real situa-
tion is that we have a Prime
Minister with whom commu-
nal organisations and its lead-
ers are linked. It is now clearly
proven that there was the
‘hand of the Prime Minister’ in
the 'shahadat’ (demise) of the
Babri masjid.

DS — Are you totally con-
vinced of this fact, | mean the
invelvement of the Prime
Minister?

B —There is not an fota ol
doubt in our minds on that
score. You ask any 10 year old
Muslim boy, and he will tell
you the same thing.

DS — Asking a 10-year boy,
is not the best way of finding
out a fact.

B — This indicates the pop-
ular feeling. Whatever the
Congress government did alter

the demolition of the mosque,
the dissolution of the UP gov-
ernment, and the governments
of four other states, they were
all eye wash. Done only to
please the Muslim countries
and prevent retaliatory actions
from them. To show the
Muslim world that India was
taking stern action action
against those who destroyed
the mosque. It was only for ex-
ternal consumption.

then why were similar mea-
sures not taken to save the
mosgue?

DS — You believe that the
Rao government could have
saved the mosque If it wanted
te?

B — Absolutely. It the Rao
government really wanted to,
it could have protected the
Babri mosque, and prevented
its demolition. So the Congress
and Mr Rao are essentially

DS — You believe that the Rao
government could have saved the mosque if

it wanted to?

- B — Absolutely. It the Rao government
really wanted to, it could have protected the
Babri mosque, and prevented its demolition.
So the Congress and Mr Rao are essentially
playing a double-game. He tells Muslims
that everything will be done to protect their
places of worship, and then he tells the

Hindus that they can have their temple if

they want it.

DS — But the government
also banned the VHP, the RSS
and other parties. All this was
“eye wash"?

B — The government's
banning VHP and the RSS
were a sham. Do you thmnk
there was any let up in their
activities? The VHP and RSS
workers moved around as
freely as you and |. You know
the BJP rally on 15 March,
which the Congress govern-
ment prevented from being'
held. So much state force was
brought together to foil that
rally. If there was such deter-
mination to prevent Lhese
people from holding a rally,

playing a double-game. He tells
Muslims that everything will
be done to protect their places
of worship, and then he tells
the Hindus that they can have
their temple if they want it.

DS — What is the present
situation?

B — The situation now is
that the open sword of com-
munal forces are hanging over
our heads. There is no know-
ing what these people will do,
and when. But we Muslims are
not afraid of all these eventual-
ities. We are not despondent,
nor are we impatient. We be-
lieve that aflter every night
there is a bright and beautiful

Immigrant Workers

dawn. There is no doubt 1 hat
for Indian Muslims, the pre-
sent moment is comparable to
the darkness of the night

The Muslims in India are
now 15 crore (150 millon).
We are a big community and
we are waiting lor our morning
1o come.

DS — What should
Muslims now do?

B — First we have to follow
the path of Allah. We have Lo
strengthen our Iman (Faith).
We have to mould our charac-
lers in the proper line, under
proper guidance. We believe
that when we are able 1io
model our lives in accordance
to the dictates of Allah and our
Rasul Hazrat Mohammed [(SM)
then our dark days will turn
into bright mornings full of
light and beauty. So the task is
to do things that please Allah
and to desist from doing
things that displease Him.

Do you know what Juwala
Mukhi is?

DS — Not really. (My com-
passion translates &, as vol-
cano)

3 — Volcano. There is fire
inside a volcano. Today
Muslims are restrained.

We are silent, and we are
keeping our mouths shut. We
are worrfed and anxious. We
are not saying anything at this
stage. We are watching the
events very carefully. But in our
hearts, a volcano is burning.
When a volcano bursts, it de-
stroys everything in its path.
That is our condition today.
We, the Muslims of India, are
like a suppressed voleano,
calm on the surface, but burn-
ing inside. We cannot say when
this fire will burst out. Every

the

Muslim youth is now a sup- '

pressed volcano.

DS — Why s it so?
[3 — Our women have been

raped, our houses burnt and
invaded.
DS — Are you referring to

B — Throughout India,
wherever there are Hindu-
Mushm riots.

These crimes are not only
committed by the Hindu fanat-
ics. Police, security forces have
also been known to do the
same thing Fortunes of rich
Muslims have been looted
right in front of the police.

About Kashmir, the less said
the better. The oppression
that is going on in Kashmir,
has very few parallels in the

world.

Article 370 of the Indian
Constitution has been de-
stroyed by these people. It ex-
ists today only in the statute
books, not in real life. If the
Indian government imple-
mented Article 370 with sin-
cerity and love for the
Muslims, then Kashmir would
not have become what it has
become today. Crores of

Rupees were given by the gov-
ernment . for the Kashmiri

people. But the carrupt state
government ate it all wup.
Nobody was asked what was
happening Lo the people of
Kashmir. Was the money going
to the people, or o the politi-
cilans' pockets?

Today, we do not trust this
government and this Prime
Minister anymore.

DS — Would you like to tell
us, how you see the immediate
future, how evenis are likely to
unfold?

B — These are very uncertain
times. We are s ring very
.omn

much. A
cau r:mn:ﬁs

| wo not like to speculate.
We serving things, and
have adopted the policy of
‘wait and see’. | do not like to
say anything more.

DS — Thank you for your
time.

B — Thank you.

(Tomorrow: Interview with
M. J. Akbar, author and jour-
nalist)

Complex Scenario Poses a Dilemma for Japan

by S Y Bakht

APAN is unlikely to allow
the entry of unskilled
foreign workers in the
near future, despite a perceived
need, expressed by officials and
businessmen alike, for them in
the country's labour market.
The primary reason for the
official reluctance to allow the
entry of unskilled foreign
workers is the fear of opening

‘ tl\ﬂ .|n :E;mﬂ- to ; /
‘ol potential job-seekers
developing Asian countries

the related high social coste in-
volved.

The issue of letting immi-
grant workers into Japan is still
being debated and differences of
opinion, even among ofli
exists. The question
pushed to the forefront after
large numbers of undocu-
mented foreign workers, includ-
ing a sizeable number from
Bangladesh, began entering the
labour-scarce country during
the economic boom years of the
late B0s.

The influx of "illegal” workers
was unexpected and the
Japanese immigration system
was caught somewhat un-
awares. The illegal entry of for-
eign workers into the lower-end
of the Japanese labour market
mainly presented two sets of
problems: firstly, problems
arising out of cultural differ-
ences and the pressure placed
on the social infrastructure.

On the other hand, the ille-
gal workers already in Japan
are also facing problems related
to basic human rights-- medical
treatment, housing and other
areas-- while some are also be-
ing discriminated against by
their employers, particularly
now that there is an ongoing
economic recession in the
country.

To trace the various percep-
tions and needs of the Japanese
labour market a visiting jour-
nalist like this writer must at-
tempt to look into the implica-
tions surrounding the issue.
With that end in view, this cor-

respondent, during a recent
month-long stay in Japan as a
Forei Press Centre fellow,
ta to officials of the min-
istry of labour, ministry of jus-
tice, which deals with immigra-
tion, with non-government vol-
untary agencies involved in
heirlng fllegal foreign workers
and the undocumented work-

gcrs, mostly Bangladeshi, them-

selves.

According to the Ministry of
Justice, an estimated total of
about 2,92,791 fi ers were
illegally overstaying in Japan as
of November last year. There
were approximately 8,000
Bangladeshi nationals among
them. However, actual figures

of those illegally employed are

hard to come by.

"We do not have precise fig-
ures as we have no means to
know exactly how many of them
are employed illegally,” pointed
out Naotoshi Sugiuchi, director,
general affairs division, at the
Immigration Bureau.

Voluntary organisations,
however, place the number of
undocumented workers in
Japan to be much more higher.
Motoko Yamagishi, of the
Forum of Asian Immigrant
Workers, placed the figure at
well over half a million. "Many
people enter with fake pass-
ports, so it is difficult to gauge
the exact numbers from the
ministry figures,” she said.

Most of the undocumented
workers in Japan are from the
Philippines, Thailand, Malaysia,
Bangladesh, Pakistan and [ran.
They are primarily employed in
small and medium-sized com-
panies involved in construction,
manufacturing and in the ser-
vice sector and vie for lower-
level jobs, which Japanese
workers are reluctant to accept.

What are the existing immi-
gration regulations regarding
foreign workers in Japan?
Presently, the country only ac-
cepts workers with special skills
and has no provisions to allow
unskilled loreign workers to be

employed in Japan, according
to the Immigration Bureau ofli-
cial. .

However, a recent amend-
ment made provisions to allow
unskilled workers with
Japanese ancestry, primarily
those [rom Brazil, Peru and
other Latin American countries,
to legally enter the labour mar-
ket.

"Japan also wishes to coop-
erate with the international
community and actively receives
trainees from developing
countries, and since April this
year we somewhat extended
this system to include a techni-
cal internship programme,”
Sugiuchi added.

of the dillcrence in the size of
companics and the recent
change of way of thinking of
employers. There are companies
which compensate the shortage
in the labour foree by using

[oreign workers,” the report ac-
knowledged.

But the oflicial response to

the shortage and the corre-
sponding need to allow entry of
foreign workers into Japan
seems to be one of extreme
caution, particularly after the
problems created by the exist-
ing forcign workers employed in
Lthe country. ‘

Some social conflicts arise
out of cultural differences,
Sugiuchi said . while pointing
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As for the perceived neced for
foreign’ workers in the Japanese
labour market, demographic
statistics reveal that as the
population growth rate de-
creases the percentage of older
people would sharply rise in
contrast to the young-age
group.

According to official figures,
the ratio of job seckers and the
job offer situation turned to
1:02 in June '88, indicating for
the first time in nearly 14 years
that there were more job offers
than job seekers. The ratio in-
creascd constantly since then
and stood at 1:41 in June 91.

Even the Japan Immigration
Association, an affiliate of the
Immigration Bureau, pointed
out in a report published last
year that improved business
conditions in Japanese indus-
tries have gencrated a shortage

in labour florce due to diller-
enees in working conditions and

cnvironment.
"The shortage in the labour
force continues to exist because

oul, as an example, that some
foreigners do not know how to

- usec a public bath.

Iliroyoshi Igatanaka, deputy
director of the Foreign Workers'
Affairs Division at the Ministry
ol Labour, noted that, although
no investligations have been
carried out on the social effects
of hosting foreign workers, it is
generally held that it would
make it difficult for older people
to find jobs and would also have
an adverse effect on the coun-
try's housing, education and
health-care system,

Involvement of some foreign
workers in eriminal activities,
which are given wide coverage
in the media, are also making
the Japanese pcople more ap-
prehensive about foreigners.

" There is a fear that the in-
crcase in the number of illegal
workers may come as a pres-
sure on us,” noted the
Immigration Bureau official.
"Some people also started to ex-
press their fear at the increase
in the number of crimes com-

- may

mitted by foreign workers.”

The undocumented foreign
workers in Japan, on the other
hand, are facing various job-
rclated and social problems.
According lizuka Noritaka, ex-
ccutive member of the Asian

Pecople's Friendship Society-

(AI'FS), the main problems
relate to disecrimination by some
cmployers: non-payment of
salary, benefits, medical and
disability compensation.

Acknowledging that there
be some cases of mis-
treatment of foreign workers by
the employers, the Labour
Ministry official noted "the for-
cign workers feel hesitant and
insceure to go to any public of-
fice when they are wronged”.

lile pointed out that the
labour law in Japan is applica-
blc to all workers regardless of
nationality or even the legality
of his or her stay and a
Workmen Compensation Sc-
he¢me administered by the
Labour Office is also in place.

"Industrial accidents involv-
ing foreign workers are a major
problem and the employers
normally do not apply for the
compensation scheme out of the
fear of employing illegal work-
ers,” Noritaka said. Under the
Immigration Act employers who
hire undocumented foreign

workers can be sentenced for’

upto three years imprisonment
or fined as much as two million
yen.
The General Secretary of
APFS, Md. Rizaul Islam, a
Bangladeshi national residing
in Tokyo for the past several
years, noted that foreign work-
ers in Japan also face problems
in getting adequate medical
treatment, as most are not
covered under medical insur-
ance provided by the employers
while private insurance is pro-
hibitively expensive.

Foreign workers, he added,
also find it difficult to rent suit-
able housing as most landown-
ers are reluctant to lease

apartments to foreigners. With
over 800 members representing
12 countries, the Society han-
dled 311 cases of foreign work-
ers involving labour issues and
another 25 needing medical
treatment.

After receiving a complaint
the APFS contacts the employer
and urges him to redress the
grievance of the employee and if
that fails, Rizaul Islam said, the
society employs lawyers and
lodges complaints with the
Labour Office. A=

According to the Immigration
Association report, the argu-
ment in favour of allowing un-
skilled foreign workers to enter
the Japanese labour market in-
cludes countering the labour
shortage, increased interna-
tional contribution and coop-
eration by easing the unem-
ployment problem of developing
countries and the argument
that positive acceptance of for-
eign nationals would help
Japan attain "domestic" inter-
nationalisation in ine with it's
growing global influence.

The negative aspects of al-
lowing foreign workers into
Japan which are currently be-
ing put forward include the
risk of dividing the labour mar-
ket, unemployment problems
during economic recessions,
risk of preventing ‘improvement
in working conditions including
wage levels for Japane rk-
craileadvme effect on m-
izat d rationalization, bur-
den 'unclal costs, social fric-
tion and possible increase ,
crime rates.

For all these reason, the
port goes on to recommend a
detailed study of the problem.
"This is an issue of the whole
nation and is not limited to one
company or other...and it is
necessary to reach a national
consensus on this question.”

The writer, a senior reporter
of this paper, recently spent a
month in Japan as§ a Foreign
Press Centre Fellow.
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from US companies which are losing out to their
counterparts from Australia, Canada, Japan and
Thailand which have started picking up good
projects, especially in the field of joint ventures,
within the framework of the socialist country's
increasingly liberal market-oriented economy.
Washington cannot afford to wait too long when it
badly needs to balance its trade deficits with
China, Japan and South Korea with a possible
surplus with Vietnam.

Hanoi is calling the shots. This is because this
socialist country whose rigid centralised planning
had once kept the nation in economic stalemate,
now sees not only the importance of pragmatism
but also the need to move fast. This js where
Hanoti offers a lesson for Dhaka.

We welcome the decision of Bangladesh to set
up a resident diplomatic mission in Vietnam. At
the political level, there is plenty of room for co-
operation between the two countries. However,
we believe, the focus should be on economic ex-
changes. We can certainly see Vietnam as part of
our export market for some our consumer goods.
At the same time, we can examine the prospects
of entering Vietnam's housing and construction
industry. Hanoi may well be a competitor of
Dhaka in attracting foreign investment. However,
there are areas where the competition can be

turned into partnership, to the benefit of both
sides.

BTV's Parliament
Round-up

Sir, The Parliament Round-
up was onc of the important
fcatures of BTV which has
been abruptly stopped by it
apparently on the ground ol
some disputes arisen between
the government and the
opposition parties. This is not
the proper way of solving any
dispute over reporting of the
parliament proceedings by
BTV.

For the TV viewers, it
was a prelty good programme.

It was more entertaining than
informaltive in a sense that it
not only provided us the
chance to see our represen-
tatives, who are hardly
available in their constitue-
ncies, on mini screen but also
enabled us to see them in
Interesting stances —
sometimes sitting improperly,
laughing unnecessarily, shou-
ting meaninglessly, making
issucs of non-issues and even
sometimes fighting and

presenling scene ol a stunt

film.

The BTV is requested to re-
introduce this programme at
the earliest. For many of us, it
is a latenighl entertainment
which also induces sleep.

K R Zakhmi
Khulna

Stranded Pakistanis

Sir, 1 highly appreciate the
efforts initiated and under-
taken by the government of
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia with Myanmar and Indian
governments for repatriation
of Rohingyas and Chakmas as
per agreements reached be-
tween them. The discussions
held recently in Dhaka will
also help to resolve border
demarcation and other bilat-
eral issues ensuring an atmo-
sphere of mutual understand-
ing in the region for the wel-
farc and improvement of the
lot of common people.

But, at the same time, it re-
ally pinches my heart to see

that no initiative as yet has
been taken so sincerely to
start repatriation of 2.38 lakh
Pakistanis stranded in
Bangladesh and languishing in
66 dingy and shabby camps for
the last 21 years despite sign-
ing of historic Joint De-
claration by Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia at the end
ol her very first official visit to
Pakistan on 12th August 1992.

Our issue is purely and
absolutely humanitarian and
setiled one but vested quarters
have politicised it for the sake
of their selfish ends. There is
no hindrance in the way of
rcpatriation at all. What is
required is the application of
political will and courage by
both governments of Pakistan
and Bangladesh. | most humbly
and sincerely appeal to Hon'ble
Prime Minister of Bangladesh
to take bold and decisive steps
and start repatriation of
stranded Pakistanis with same
spirit and zeal as applied in
case of Rohingyas and Chakmas
to uphold and enhance the im-
age and prestige of her demo-

cratic government and the

Joint Declaration signed in
[slamabad.

Governments may come and

" go but agreements are re-

spected and implemented and
it is the international decorum
of civilised nations to create
confidence among people. I
believe, one must not allow hu-
man consideration to be sub-
merged by consideration of
diplomatic advantage or politi-
cal convenience. The lapse of
time is undoubtedly adding
gradually to our sufferings,
problems and grievances. It
has rightly been said, "A stitch
in time saves nine.”

M Nasim Khan
Chief Patron
SPGRC, Bangladesh.

Arabic language and
accessibility

Sir, It is high time that we

should know the meaning of

some commonly used Arabic
words. For instance in Arabic

'Mowla® means God and
'‘Maulana’ my God, as [ am
made to know.

[ fowever, many persons as a
prefix to their name are using
the word 'Maulana’. This tradi-
tion is only common in coun-
tries of the sub-continent, in-
troduced during the British
rule for reasons only known to
them, but still acceptable to us
all in the society.

]l could gather {rom one
Islamic scholar who have
translated the lloly Koran both
in verses and prose in Bangla
that nowhere in the Holy
Koran Allah addresses Prophet
Mohammed (SM} with this
word Maulana

Now, it's hardly understood
to what justificalion persons
are using this word with their
names, Somebody may please
enlighten further.

Moheammed Mohiuddin
Bangabandhu Avenue, Dhaka

Playing the wolf
Sir, Thank you very much
for your editorial, "Attack on

Haghdad" (June 29).

Mr Clinton's Tomahawk at-
tack on Baghdad is yet another
proof that might is right. It
also reminds me cof the wolf in
the story who decided to eat
the lamb on the pretext that it
spoiled the brook-water (false,
beecause the woll was drinking
upstream)

[t is not the way we want to
see America act. No country
should take to the absurd idea
that it could police the entire
world. And the borderline be-
tween the punisher and the
punished is so very thin that
quite often the roles arc re-

versed. "
Tomorrow's America

may become today's lraq — his-
tory has a pattern like this.
Might is always right’, but to
be right it has to depend on so
many other factors which
America at the moment has,
but which it might lose i{ the
man al the helm is playing the
wolf of the story

Mohit Ul Alam
Chittagong



